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THE TESmiONT OF FRIENDS 

In YaHsMre, at ikeir Quarterly JIheting held ai Tark^ ike 
24tk and %5th of the third nunUh^ 1773, eaneemiMg John 
WooLMAN, of Mouni Holljfj in the praeiniee of JVew 
Jersey^ in America^ who departed ihie life ai ike home 
of our friend Thomae Pnestman^ in the tuhurbe oftkie 
city, the 7th of the tenth numth, 17729 and was interred in 
the hurying-ground of Friends^ the 9th of the eamey aged 
ahout fifty-two years. 

This our valuable friend having been under a religious 
engagement for some time, to visit Friends in this nation, 
and more especially us in the northern parts, undertook 
die same with the Adl concurrence and near sympathy of 
his friends and brethren at home, as appeared by certifi- 
cates from the Monthly and Quarteily Meetings to which 
he belonged, and from the Spring-meeting of ministers 
and elders, held at Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. 

He arrived in the cky of London at the beginning of 
die last Yearly Meeting, and after attending diat meeting 
travelled northward, visiting the Quarterly Meetings of 
Hertforddiire, Bucldnghamsbire, Northamtonshire, Ox- 
fordshire and Worcestershire, and divers particular meet- 
ings in his way. 

He visited many meetings on the west side of this 
county, also some in Lancashire and Westmoreland, from 
whence he came to our Quarteriy Meeting in the last 
ninth month ; and though much out of health, yet was en- 
isled to attrad all the nttings of that meeting except the 
last. 

His disorder, which proved to be the smallpox, in- 

9 
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cieaied flpeedfly upon him, and wm reey flfflieting; tm'» 
der whidi he in» iopported in ftnudi mtedsAetB, patimoe 
and Christian fortitude. To those who attended Um in 
his iHness, his mind appeared to be centered in Divinei 
loTe, under Ae precious influence ^whereof, we believe 
he finidied his oourse, and entered into the mansions of 
ev^asting rest. 

In the early part of his illness he requested a Friend 
to write, and then broke forth thus : 

« O Lord my God ! the amazing horrors of darkness 
were gathered around me and covered me all over, and 
I saw no way to go forth* I Mi the misery of my fellow* 
eieatures separated from the Divine hmnony, and it was 
heavier than I eouU beav — ^I was crushed down under it»> 
I lified up my hand, and stretched out my arm, btit there, 
was none to help me. I locked round 8i>oat and waB> 
amased. In the depths al misefy, O Lord! I psvaem* 
bered that thou art omnipotent, that I had called tliee> 
Father. I felt that I loved thee, and I was made quiel 
in thy will. I waited for deliverance from thee, and thou 
hftdst pity upon me, when no man eeuld help me. I saw 
that meekness under sufiering was showed to us in the 
most affecting example of thy son, and thiit thou wast: 
teaching me to foltowhim : and I said, thy will, O Fatiiei^ 
he done." 

Many more of his weighty expressions m^t have 
been inserted here, but it was dB»][»d unnecessary, they 
being already pabUdied. 

He was a man endued with a large naitora} capacity^ 
and being obedient to the manifestations of Divine grace, 
having in patience and humility endnred many deep bap*- 
tisms, he became therdby sanctified and fitted for the 
LfNrd's woirk) and vms trafy serviceable m las ohnreb.^— 
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JDvdfiag in av&I kut waA w$MMmm^ hB wm etnU 
IB 1m public iippcMMitfo to feel (he'pottiiig f&tlk of tiie 
Diyuie Hand, so that tbe ipring of the Goepd m iiartiy 
often flbwed thioui^ him widi gKet sweeteeea aiid policy 
as a refreelttng stream t» the iPeaiy tiaTeUMi towaids the 
city of God. Skilfiil in dividing the word, he was fiir* 
niflhed by Him in ^om are hid all the treaaoree of iHuih 
dom and knowle<^, to communicate ftedy to the aeretal 
states of the people where his lot was cast His eondnct 
al odier times was seas<Mied widi the like watclifnl cir- 
oumi^iectton and attention to the gnidanee of Divine wia* 
dom, whseh rendered his mbxAe oonrersation edifying; 

He was fiiUy pemiadsd, that as the life of Ckrist comes 
to leign in the earth, all abase and nnnecessary oppie^ 
aion, bodi of tbe hmnan and bmte creation will come to 
an end; bat nnder the s^mo of a deep rerok, and an 
oreiflowiag stream of unrighteoasness, his life was often 
a life of mourning. 

He was deeply concerned on account of that inhuman 
and iniqnitous practice of making slaves of die people of 
Africa, or holding them in that state ; and on that ao» 
ooant we undevstand he not only wrote some books, but 
ImTelled mnch on the continent of America, in order to 
make the negro mastsrs, etpedtiky those in profession 
with us, sensible of the evil of such a practice ; and though 
ttlhis journey to Enghmd he was fer removed from the 
outward sight of their sufferings, yet his deep exercise of 
mind remained, as appears by a short treatise he wrote in 
this JMurney, and his frequent concern to open die miser- 
able state of < this deeply injured people. B^ testimony in 
the bsl meeting he attended was on this subject, wherein 
he remarked, that as we as a Society, when under outward 
sufferkigs had often fennd it our concern to lajr them be- 
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fore those in autfaoii^, and tbereby in &e Loxd's fm^f 
had obtained relief, so he recon^mended this oppressed 
part of the creation to our notice, that as way may open, 
we may represent their suflEerings in an individual, if not 
a Society capacity to those in authority. 

Deeply sensiUe that the desire to gratify people's in- 
clinations in luxury and supeifluities, is the principal 
ground of oppression,, and the ocoaakm of mai^ imneces- 
sary wants^ he believed it to be his dirty to be a pattern 
of great self-denial,« with seapect to the things of this lifis, 
and earnestly to labour with Friends in the meekness of 
wisdopi, Xo impress on their minds the great importance 
of our testimony in these things ; xecommending them to 
the guidance of the blessed Truth in this and all other 
concerns, and cautioning sueh as are experienced therein, 
against contenting themselves with acting up to the stand* 
ard of others, but to be careful to make the standard of 
Truth manifested to them, the measure of their obedi^iiee; 
for said he, << That purity of life which proceeds feom 
faithfulness in following the Spirit of Truth; that state 
where our minds are devoted to serve God, and all our 
wants are bounded by his wisdom ; this babit^ion has 
often been opened before me as a place of retirement for 
the children of the light, wh^e they may ^and sqparated 
from that which disordeseth and confuseth the affiiirs of 
society, and where we may have a testimony of our iano^ 
cence in the hearts of those who behold us.'' 

We conclude with fervent desires, that we as a peopk 
may thus, by our example, promote the Lord's work in 
the earth ; and our hearts beipg prepared, may unite in 
prayer to the grezt Lord of the harvest^ that as in his in- 
finite wisdom, he hath greatly stripped the churdb, by re^ 
moving of late divers faith&Q misoatera and dders, he 



mftjp be pleased to send foith many more faithful laboiirers 
intD Ufl han^est. 
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Btirli$i009^ tk$ lit day of iA« eighth wimiA^ In Ite fNr 
of awt jPtfffd, 1774| cowg^riiiny of t ilM«i>d /niwd JoMf 
Wooi.|^ujf » d^cMied. 

Hb WB9 bom iiir Noilliampton, in llio county of Bur- 
lingloB, aotd province of West New Jeney, in the eighth 
month, 17S0, of rdi^us parents, ^o instructed him 
very enily in the princqpks of die Christian leBgion, as 
piofieswd by die people caOed Quakers, vriiieh he es> 
leemed a bkmqif to him, even in his young years, tend* 
tng to preserve him from die infection of -wicked children. 
But tlttougb tlie wofkings of Ae enemy, and die levity 
incident to youth, he frequency deviated from those 
pasimtri pfec<^, by whieh he laM a renewed foundation 
for repentance, diat was finaBy succeeded by a godly 
senow' not to be repented of, and so became acquainted 
widi tlistf sanettffing power wUdi qualifies for true Gospel 
manistfy, into whieh he was called about die twenty- 
second yenrof his age, and by a faithful use of thetalen'^ 
o o m m i tted to him, he experienced an increase, ui^ ht 

amved nt th# state of n fttfaer, capable of dividing the 

B 
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word aright to tiie difieieHt stales he miaistefed onto ; 
dispensmg miUc to babes, and meat to those of ofet 
years. Thus he found the efficacy of thmt power to vise, 
which, in his own expressions, << prepares the creature 
to stand like a trumpet through wUeh the Lord speaks 
to his people.*^ 

He was a bTing husband, a tender ftth«r, and reiy 
humane to evary part of the creation under his care. 

His concern for the poor and those in affiction was evir 
dent by his visits to them ; and he frequently rdicTed 
them by his assistance and- charity. He was for many 
years deeply exercised on account of the poor ensknred 
Africans, whose cause, as he sometimes meirtioned, lagr 
almost continually upon him, end to obtain liberty to 
those captives, he laboured both in pubKc and private, 
and was fevoured to see his endeavours crowned widi 
considerable success. He was partictdaily desirous that 
Friends should not be instrumental i6 lay burthens oil 
this oj^essed people, but remember the days of sufier^ 
ing from which they had been providential^ delivered^ 
that if times of trouble should return, no injustice dealt 
to those in slaveiy ini^t rise in judgment agasart us^ 
but, being clear, we mi^t on such occasions addmas 
die Amighty with a degree of confidence, for his intetf 
position and relief; bemg particularly careful as to him* 
self, not to countenance slavery, even 1^ the use of those 
conveniences of life which were furnished by their kdboun 
. He was desirous to have his own mind, and the minds 
of others, redeemed from the pleasures and immoderate 
profits of this world, and to fix them dn those joys whidi 
fade not sway; his {Minctpal care being aftar a life of 
purity, endotvowng to avoid not only the grosser ^pol* 
lutions^ but those also, which appearingin a more TdBnad 
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dteMj av^ not mifeipirtlj guarded agaflul by icme ivfU 
di^osed ped{de. lathe latter part of hii Kfe he was fe- 
Buolcable fer Che plainnesB- and a impB c ity of his dvm, 
and as nuich as poesiUe, avoided the me of plale, coeliy 
fianituie and fiBasdag ; thereby endeanroaiing to beooaie 
an example of temperance and sdf-denialy irineh he be- 
fieved himadf calkd unto, and ivas ftroored iri& peace 
therestt, aUMNi^ k canned die a pp e a rance of great ana* 
teaatf m Ae ykm oi aome. He -was reiy modemte in 
ins charges in the way of bnaineaa, and in Us deaires 
after gain ; and though a man of indoabry, avoided and 
9^trme much to lead others oat of extreme labonr and 
anxicnisiiess after peridiable things ; being desinms Aat 
the s t reng t h of onr bodies might not be spent in procoring 
this^ TOfHrofitaUe, and diat ire might use moderation 
asd IdndDesB to the brute animals under our care, to 
fake the use of tbemas agreaCftvour^aiid I7 no means 
to abase Aem ; that the gifts of Ph>yidaice should be 
tfaaidtfolly received and applied to the uses they were 
designed for. 

He several times opened a school at Mount HoDy, for 
the inslruotion of poor Friends' children and oAers, being 
ooncemed far their help and impiovement herein. His 
love and care ibrthe rising youth among uswaa truly 
great) reooauaendiiig to parents and those iriio have 
the charge of them, to diooae conscientioas and pious 
tatomy aaying, ««It is a lovriy s^t to bdmld innocent 
eUkboi," and ««to labour fer their help agamst that 
wUeh irodd mar the beauty of tiieir minds, is a debt we 
awe them." - 

Ifis minirtry was sound, veiy deep - and penetrating, 
saaieliaMs poiBting out 4k dangeious sitnation whidi 
ittdid^noe and castson lead into ; fiecpwatly eriaotting 
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oiiieiSy/eipaeiallf ike yoothy oot^to be diioMngsd att At 
difficulties -wluch oocur, but to press after puiity^ He 
oftea expressed an earoeet engagenieiit diat fme msdom 
should be attended to, whidi would lead iato bwlineas 
of mind and resignation to the Divine will) in whicii 
state small possessions here would be sufficient 

In transacting the affairs of discipline, his ju(%ment 
was sound uid clear, and be was very use&l in treating 
with those who had done amiss : he visited suoh in a pof 
vate way in that plainness which Truth dictates^ showii^^ 
great tenderness and Christian forbearance. He was aooft- 
stant attender of our Yearly Meeting, in which be was a 
good example, and particularly useful ; assisting in tiiiie 
business thereof with great weight and attention. He 
several times visiteil most of the meetings of Friaids in 
this and the neighbouring provinces, with the oonciii^ 
rence of the Monthly Meeting to which he beloiiged, 9md 
we have reason to believe had good service therein, gen^ 
eraUy or always expressing at his return how it had £if ed 
with him, and the evidence of peace in his mind for thus 
performing his duly. He was often concerned with other 
Friends in the ioqwrtant service <^ visith^ families, 
which he was eimbkd to go through to satisfiM$tia&. 

In the minutes of the meeting of ministers and d^bri 
for this quarter, at the foot of a list of the membem el 
that meetmg^ made about five years before his deatli, wis 
find in his hand writing the foUQwiiig observation aaii 
reflecticms. '< As looking over the mimites made by f&h 
sons who have put off this body, hath sometknes revii^ 
in me a thou^t how ages pass away; so this list may 
I^obaUy revive a Ittie theught in some, wboi I and the 
rest of the pesaons abeve-named, are centered m anotlm 
state of beings— The Lord, who was the guide of my 
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yonA, hadi m tender mcmes iielpedl tte UdMrto; he 
hath healed me of wounds, he hadi hdped me out ef 
gneTOQs ^Ktai^mealB; heieoMaaa lo be the atrengdi 
ci my life; to whom I desire to derote mjaelf in tame, 
and in eternity. 

" Signed, John Woolmar.'' 

In the twelfth month, 1771, he acquainted fliia meet- 

ii^ that he-had f<»md hia mind dnwn towards a religioaa 

visit to Friends in some parts of England, partienlariy 

in Yoricriiire. In the first numth, 177^ he obtained our 

certificate, which was approved and endorsed by our 

Quarteily Meeting, and by the Half-year's miwitiixg of 

mmisters and elders at PMadelphia« He embarked on 

hb voyage in the fifth, and arrived in London in the 

flizth mondi foUowing, at the time of their annual meet* 

ing in that city. Durii^ his short visit to Friends in that 

kingdom, we are informed that his services were accept- 

able and edifying. In hb last illness he uttered many 

lively and comfortable expressions, being « perfectly re-> 

signed, having no will either to Hve or die," as appears 

by the testimony oi Friends at Yoric, in Great Britain, 

in the suburbs ndiereof, at die house of our friend Thomas 

Priestman, he died of the smallpox, on the 7th day of 

thctenth month, 1772, and was buried in Friends' bury* 

ing-ground in that city, on the 9th of the same, after a 

large and solid meeting hdd on the occasion, aged neariy 

fifty-two yesfs; a minister upwards of thirty years, during 

wUch time he belonged to Mount HoUy particular meet* 

ing, which he diligaitly attended when at home and in 

hedth of body, and his labours of love and pious care 

for tibe proiperity of Friends in the blessed Truth, we 

bS 
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hope may not be fingotten, bnl Hiat his good vmdoi nay 
be lemembexed to odificalion. 

Signed in, and l^ order of Ibe said meeting, by 

Samuel Allinson, Cledc. 

Read and approved at our Quarterly Meeting, held at 
Burlington the 29th of the eighth month, 1774. 

Signed by order of said meeting, 

Daniel Sbuzh, Cledr. 



LIFE OF JOHN WOOLMAN. 

CHAPTER I. 

BiB both and pwentngo^ with Mma «ooqiibI of tha opmtiooft «f 
Dnrine giace oo his mind ia his jponUi— hit fint appeuuioe 
in the ministry— GonflidentionA while yoimg cm ksepii^ 
slayes. 

I HAVE often felt a motum of love to leave aooie hmtB 
in writiiig of my experience of the goodneas of God ; 
and now, in the thirtynsixtb year d my age, I begin this 
work. 

I was bom in Northampton^ in Burlington coun^, 
West Jersey, in the year 1720; and before I was seven 
years <dd I began to be acquaiBted with the operations 
jof Divine love. Through the care of my parents, I was 
taught to read nearly as soon as I was capable of it ; and 
as I went from school one seventhrdayi I remember, 
while my companions went to play by the way, I went 
forward out of sight, and sitUiig down, I lead the twenty^ 
^e^ond chapter of the Revelations ; << He showed me a 
pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceediac; 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, &c. ;" aad 
in reading it, my mind was drawn to sedc after that puie 
habitation, which, I then believed, God had prepared for 
im servants* The place where I sat, and the sweetness 
4bat attended .my mind, remain fresh in my memofy. 
. This, and the like gracious visitations, had such an 
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efiect upon me, that wben boys used ill language, it 
troubled me ; and through the continued mercies of God, 
I was preserved from it. 

The pious instructions of my parents were oflen fresh 
in my mind when I happened to be among wicked 
children, and were of use to me. My parents having a 
large family of children, used frequently on iGbrst-days 
after meeting, to put us to read in the Holy Scriptures, 
or some religious books, one after another, the rest sitting 
by without much conveisation ; which, I have since often 
thought, was a good practice. From what I had read 
and heard, I believed there had been, in past ages, peo- 
ple who walked in uprightness before God, in a degree 
exceeding any that I knew or heard of, now living : and 
the apprehension of there being less steadiness and firm- 
ness amongst people in this age than in past ages, often 
troubled me while I was a child. 

A thing remarkable in my childhood was, that once 
going to a neighbour's house, I saw on the way, a robin 
sitting on her nest, and as I came near she went off| but, 
having young ones, flew about and with many cries ex- 
|a6ssed her concern for them. I stood and threw stones 
at her, till one striking her, she fell down dead : at first I 
was pleased with the exploit, but after a few minutes 
was seized with horror, for having, in a sportive way, 
killed an innocent creature while she was careful for her 
young. I behejd her lying dead, and thought those 
young ones, for which she was so careful, must now perish 
for want of their dam to nourish them ; and after some 
painfiil considerations on the subject, I climbed up the 
tree, took all the young birds and killed them, supposing 
that better than to leave them to pine away and die 
miserably ; and bdieved, in this case, that Scripture pro- 
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▼ecb'was iidiffled, ^The tender mefem ti^btwklni 
are crael." I iben went on my enand, but, finr aooit 
honn, could tfaink of little dae but Ae ci i ritf ai I kad 
.committed, and wis much tionUed. Tliua He, ivhoae 
tender mercies are over all his woiks, hadi piaoed apriB>> 
ciple in the human mind, iriudi incites to exerciae good- 
ness towards every living creature ; and this being ainf^ 
attended to, people become tendeNhearted and aympa- 
4faizing; but being fre que ntly and totally rejected, the 
mind becomes shut up in a contrary disposition. 

About the twdfUi year of my age, my firther being 
abroad, my mother reproved me for some nuseondue^ 
to ^diidi I made an undutifhl reply ; and the next fiMh 
day, as I was with my father returning from meeting, he 
told me he understood I had behttved amiss to my mother, 
and advised me to be more carefbl in future. I knew 
myself blameable, and in shame and confusion remained 
silent. Being thus awakened to a sense of my wicfcedp 
ness, I felt remorse in my mind, and getting home, I rfr* 
tired and prayed to the Lord to forgive me ; and do not 
remember diat I ever, afi:er that, spoke unhandsomdy to 
either of my parents, however foolish .in some otfier 
things. 

fiaving attained the age of rixteen years, I began to 
love wanton company; and thou^ I was preserved from 
profane language, or scandsdous conduct, still I perceived 
a plant in me which produced many wild grapes. Yet 
my merciful Father forsook me not utterly, but at times, 
through his grace, I was brou^ serioudy to considir 
my ways ; and the sight of my backsfidings afieeted nt 
with sorrow; but for want of rightly intending to the 
reproofs of instruction, vanity was added to vanity, and 
repentance to repentance. -Upon the whole, my mind 



was more and more aUenated from the Truth, and I has- 
tened toward destmction. While I meditate on the 
gair towards wfaieh I trayelled, and reflect on my jo«tfafbl 
cfoobedtoice, for these things I weep, mine eye runneth 
down with water. 

Adrancing in age, fte number of my acquaintance 
in^eased, and fherd>y my way grew more difficult. 
Though I had found comfort in reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and thiidcing en heayenly things, I was now ies- 
tranged therefrom. I knew that I was going from the 
ioek of Christ, and had no resolution to return ; hence 
Mrioos reflections were uneasy to me, and youthful vani- 
ties and dirersions my greatest pleasure. Running in 
this road I found many like myself; and we associated 
in that which is the reverse to true friendship. 

But in this swift, race it pleased Grod to visit me with 
mckness, so that I doubted of recovering; and then did 
darkness, horror and amazement, with foil force, seize 
me, even when my pain and distress of body were very 
great. I thought it would have been better for me never 
to have had a bemg, than to see the day which I now 
saw. I was fiQed with confosion ; and in great affliction, 
both of mind and body, I lay and bewailed myself. I 
had not confidence to VA up my cries to God, whom I 
had thus offended ; but in a deep sense of my great folly, 
I was humbled before him: and at length, that word 
which is as a fire and a hammer, broke and dissolved my 
rebdlious heart, and then my cries were put up in con- 
trition ; and in the multitude of his mercies I found in- 
ward relief, and felt a dose engagement, that if he was 
{deased to restore my health, I might walk humbly be- 
fore him. 

After my "recovery, this exercise remained with me a 



ooon^eraUe tiaw ; but by degrees, pmg way to jiMtk* 
fill yaoities, thejr gained 8txeiigtb|.aiidg0tting wHk wtntw 
jouitg people I loat groimd. The Lord liad been Tciy 
gracioua, and bad spokea peace to me in the time of m]c 
distress; and I now most ungratefully tinned again to 
folly; on wbidi aocounty at tiaMs, I &lt ahaip aeproof, 
but did not get low enough to ciy fi>r he^. I was nol 
so. hardy as to commit things scandalous; but to exceed 
in vanity and promote mirth^ were my cfai^f study. StiU 
I retained a love and esteem for pious pe<^le; and then; 
cojx^Miny brought an awe upon me. My dear parisnts^ 
several times admonished me in the fear of the Lord, and 
their admonition entered into my heart, and had a good 
effect for a season; hut not getting deep enough to pray 
rightly, the tempter, when he came, found cntsanee. I 
remember that once, having q^nt a part of the day in 
wantonness, as I went to bed at nig^t, a Bible lay in a 
window near my bed, which I opened, and first cast my 
eye on the text, << we lie down in our shame, and our 
confusion covers us;'^ this I knew to be my case ; and 
meeting with so unexpected a reproof, I was somewhat 
affected with it, and went to bed under remorse of con- 
science ; which I soon cast off again. 

Thus time passed on : my heart was replenished with 
mirth and wantonness, while pleasii^ scenes of vanity 
were presented to my imagination, till I attained the age 
of eighteen years ; near which time I felt the judgments 
of God in my soul, like a oonsiming fire ; and looking 
over my past life, the proqpect was moving. I was oiften 
sad, and longed to be delivered from tho^e vanities; 
then again, my heart was strongly inclined to them, »id 
there ^as in me a sore conflict. At times I turned to 
folly ; and then sorrow and confusion took hold of me. 
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bawhile, I ndwlred totally to lea^e off some of mj 
ramitimi Irat tbeie ^ras a seeretresanFe ia my hearty of 
the move refined pert <tf tfaemy and I wbb not low eAoug^ 
to find true peace. Thus, for some moi^ius, I bad gieet 
troubles, there remabiiiig in me. an nnsulojected vOl, 
yAiiek JDondered my labours firaitkss, tUl at lengdi, tfaroi]^k 
tbe aercifiil oontinnance of beartenly vishatioas, I ww 
made to bow down in qsiiit belbre the Lord* I remem- 
ber one ev^iing I had i^nt some time in Heading a {hovs 
guthor ; and walking out alone, I humbly prayed to the 
Lord for his help, that I might be ddiv«red fixwa aU 
those vanities which so ensnared me« Thus, being 
brought low, he helped me ; and as I learned to bear 
the crcss^ I felt refreshment to eome from his presence ; 
but not keq>ing in that strength which gave victory, I 
lost ground again j the sense of which greatly affeoled 
me ; and I sought deserts and lonely places, and there 
with tears did confess my sins to God, and humbly 
craved hdp of him. I may say Mrith rererence, he was 
near to me in my troubles, and in those times of humilia* 
tion opened my ear to discipline. I was now led to look 
seriously at the means by which I was drawn from the 
pure truth, and learned this, that if I would live in the 
life which the faithful servants of God lived in, I must 
not go into company as heretofore, in my own will ; but 
all the cravings of sense must be governed by a Divine 
principle. In times of sorrow and abasement, tbese in- 
structions were sealed upon me, and I felt the power of 
Christ prevail over selfish desires, so that I was preserved 
ia a good degree of steadiness ; and being young, and 
believing, at that time, that a single life was best for me| 
I was i^rengthened to keep from such company as had 
often been a snare to me. 



I kept steadHy ti> meetiiigs ; spent fiist-day afteraoM 
diiefly in reading the Scriptures, and otfaar good books ; 
and ^was early ccmTinced in my mind, that true region 
ocHiJsnsted in an inward Kfe, wherein the heart doth love 
and reverence Ck>d the Creator, and learns to ezerdse ^ 
true justice and goodness, not only toward all men, but 
also toward the brute creatures. That as the mind is 
moved by an inward principle, to love God as an invisi* 
ble, incomprehensible Being ; by the same principle it 
is moved to love him in all his manifestations in the visi- 
ble worid. That, as by his breadi the flame of fife was 
kindled in all sensible creatures, to say we love God as 
tmseen, and, at the same time, exercise cruelty toward 
the least creature moving by his life, or by Kfe derived 
from him, is a contradiction in itself. 

I found no narrowness respecting sects and opinions; 
but believed, that sincere, upright-hearted people, inv 
every society, who truly love God, were accepted of him. 

As I lived under the cross, and simply followed the 
openings of Truth, my mind, from day to day, was more 
enlightened ; my former acquaintance were left to judge 
of me as they would, for I found it safest for me to live 
in private, and to keep these things sealed up in my own 
breast. While I silently ponder on that change wrought 
in me, I find no language equal to [describe] it, nor any 
means to convey to another a clear idea of it. I looked 
upon the woiks of God in fliis visible creation, and an 
awfulness covered me ; my heart was tender, and often 
contrite, and universal love to my fellow-creatures in- 
creased in me: this will be understood by such who 
have trodden in the same path. 

Some glances of real beauty may be seen in their faces 
who dwell in true meekness. There is a harmony in the 
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«ottQ<l of that voice to which Divme love gives utterance^ 
and some appearance of right order in their temper, and 
conduct, whose passions are regulated ; yet all these do 
not fully show forth that inward life to such who have 
not felt it : but this white stone and new name are known 
rightly to such only who have them. 

Though I had been thus strengthened to bear the 
cross, I still found myself in great danger, having many 
weaknesses attending me, and strong temptations to 
wrestle with ; in the feeling whereof I frequently with- 
drew into private places, and often with tears besought 
the Lord to help me, whose gracious ear was open to 
my cry. 

All this time I lived with my parents, and wrought on 
the plantation ; and having had schooling pretty well for 
a planter, I used to improve it in winter evenings, and 
other leisure times; and being now in the twenty-first 
year of my age, a man, in much business at shop-keep, 
ing and baking, asked me if I would hire with him to 
tend shop and keep books. I acquainted my father with 
the proposal ; and, after some deliberation, it was agreed 
for me to go. 

At home I had lived retired ; and now having a profr. 
pect of being much in the way of company, I felt fre^ 
quent and fervent cries in my heart to God, the Father 
of mercies, that he would preserve me from all taint and ( 

corruption; that, in this more public employment, I 
might serve Him, my gracious Redeemer, in that humility 
and self-deciial, with which I had been, in a small degree, 
exercised in a more private life, "^he man who em^ 
ployed me, furnished a shop in Mount Holly, about five 
miles from my father's house, and six from his own; 
and there I lived alone, and tended his shop. Shortly 



4 



Uf6 or JOBtf WdOlMAH. tl 

after my setdemetrt here, I was Tiaited by seTeiBl young 
people, my former acquaintance, lAio knew not but rani- 
ties would be as agreeable to me now as ever ; and, at 
these times, I cried to the Lord in secret for wisdom 
and sbrengdi ; for I fek myself encompassed with difh 
culties, and had fresh occasion to bewail the follies of 
time past, in contracting a familiarity with libertine peo- 
j^ : and as I had now left my fodier's house outwardly, 
I found my heavenly Father to be merdfol to me beyond 
what I can express. 

By day I was much amongst people, and had many 
triads to go thfough ; but in the evenings, I was mostly 
alone, and may with thanldulness acknowledge that, in 
lliose times, the qpirit of supplication was often poured 
upon me ; under which I was frequently exercised, and 
felt my strength renewed. 

In a few months after I came here, my master bought 
several Scotchmen as servants, from on board a vessel, 
and brought them to Mount Holly to sell ; one of whom 
was taken sick, and died. 

In the latter part of his sickness, he, being delirious, 
used to curse and swear most sorrowfully ; and the next 
night after his burial, I was left to sleep alone in the 
same chamber where he died. I perceived in me a 
timorousness ; I knew, however, that I had not injured 
&e man, but assisted in taking care of him according to 
my capacity ; and was not free to ask any one, on that 
occasion, to sleep with me : nature was feeble ; but every 
trial was a frerfi incitement to give myself up wholly to 
the service of God, for I found no helper like him in 
times of trouble. 

After a while, my former acquaintance gave over ex- 
pecting me as one of their company; and I began to be 
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known to some wfao«e coBTersailion was hdpful to me. 
As I had experieneed the lore of God, through Jesus 
Christ, to redeem me from many poUntions, and to be a 
succour to me through a sea of conflicts, with which no 
penion was fiiUy acquainted, and as my heart was c^eo 
enlai^d in this heavenly principle, I felt a tender comr 
passion for the youth, who remained entangled in snares 
ISce those which had entangled me from one time to an- 
other ; this love and tenderness increased ; and my mind 
was more strongly engaged for the good of my fdlow*^ 
creatures. I went to meetings in an awful frame of 
mind, and endeaTouied to be inwardly acquainted with 
Ihe language of the true Shepherd ; and one day, being 
under a strong exercise of spirit, I stood up, and said 
some .words in a meeting ; but not keeping close to the 
Divine opening, I said more than was required of me ; 
and being soon sensible of my error, I was afiOdcted in 
mind some weeks, without any light or comfort, even to 
such a degree that I could not take satisfaction in any 
thing. I remembered God, and was troubled ; and, in 
the depth of my distress, he had pity upon me, and sent 
the Comforter. I then felt forgiveness for my offence, 
and my mind became calm and quiet, being truly thank* 
ful to my gracious Redeemer for his mercies ; and after 
this, feeling the spring of Divine love opened, and a 
concern to speak, I said a few words in a meeting, in 
which I found peace. This, I believe, was about six 
weeks from the first time. As I was thus humbled and 
disciplined under the cross, my understanding became 
more strengthened to distinguish the pure Spirit which 
inwardly moves upon the heart, and taught me to wait 
in silence, some^es many wedcs together, until I felt 



Hak me iffaieh pre^ans the emtaie to iluid Hkt a 
trampet, through which the Lot d speaks to his flock. 

Fiom an mward panfying, and a slaadfiust alH<&ig 
aflder it, springs a hyeiy operative desire for the good of 
others : all the faithful are not called to the public miiiio- 
tiy; but whoever are, are caUed to nrinister of that whkh 
tfaej have tasted and handled spiritually. The outward 
modes of worship are various; but wherever any ai« 
tene lainiatens of Jesus Christ, it is from the opemtioa oi 
Ins Spirit upon their hearts, first purifying them, aad thns 
giving them a just sense of the condition of others. 

This truth was early fixed in my mind; and I was 
tau^t to wateh the pme opening, and to take heed, lest, 
iriule I was standing to speak, my own will diould get 
uppermost, and cause me to utter words .from wordly 
wisdom, and d^art firom the channel of the true Gospd 
ministry. In the management of my outward affidns, I 
may say with thankfulness, I found truth to be my sup- 
port ; and I was rei^cted in my master's fiunily, who 
eame to live in Mount Holly within two yean after nxy 
going there. 

About the twenty«third year of my age, I had many 
fi:esh and heavenly c^nings, in respect to the care and 
providence of the Almighty over his creatures in general, 
and over man as the most noble amongst those which are 
visible. And being clearly convinced in my judgment, 
. that to place my whole trust in God was best for me, I 
felt renewed engagements, that in all things I mig^t act 
on an inward principle of virtue, and purwe worldly bu* 
siaess no further than Truth opened my ws^ thezein. 

About the time called Chnstmas, I observed that muigr 
people from the country) and dweUecs. in town, resorting 
to public houses, spent their time in drinking and vain 
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UfoMj teAdiDgto oonrapt onC^ aAOtlwr ; on which aocooitl 
I was nmeh troubled. At one house in pwticiilary tbwe 
WBS much disorder ; and I beheved it was a duty in* 
cvmbeat on me to go and speak to the master of that 
house. I considered I was young, and that severd 
eUeriy Friends in town had an opportunity to see these 
things ; but though I would gladly have been excused^ 
yet I could not feel my mind clear. 

The exercise was heavyr and as I was reading what 
die Ahmghty said to Eseldel, respecting his duty as a 
watchman, die matter Was set home more cleariy ; and 
then, with prayers and tears, I besought Ihe Lord for his 
Sflristance, who, iii loving kindness, gave me a resigned 
heart. Th^,^ at a suitable opportunity, I went to the 
public house; and seeing the man amongst much com- 
pany, I went to him, and told him I wanted to speak 
with him ; so we went aside, and there, in the fear and 
dread of the Almighty, I expressed to him what rested 
on my mind; which he took kindly, and afterwards 
showed more regard to me than before. In a few years 
afterwards he died, middle-aged ; and I often thought, 
that had I neglected my duty in that case, it would have 
given me great trouble ; and I was humbly thankful to 
mv gracious Father, who had supported me herein. 
y/My employer having a negro woman, sold her, and 
desired me to write a bill of sale, the man being waiting 
who bought her. The thing was sudden ; and thou^ 
the thoughts of writing an instrument of slavery for one 
of my fellow-creatures felt uneasy, yet I remembered 
that I was hired by the year, that it was my master who 
directed me to do it, and that it was an elderly man, a 
member of our Society, who bought her; so, through 
weakness, I gave way, and wrote it;^ut, at the exe« 
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of it^ I was 9o aOioled in aqr nind, thtt I and, 
before my master and the Friend^ that I betitred afapp^ 
keying to be a practice inoonsistent aritb the ChnslMi 
religion. This in some degree abated my imraBiiirm ; 
yet, as often as I reflected seriously upon it, I thought I 
sbcHild have been cleaioeri if I had desired to be emaaed 
from it, as a thing against my conscience ; for such it 
was. Some time after this, a young man of our Society, 
qpoke to me to write a conTejrance of a dave to him ; 
he having lat^y taken a negio into his house* I toki 
him, I was not easy to write it; for, though many ct oor 
meeting, and in other places k^ slaves, I still believed 
the practice was not right ; and desined to be excused 
bom the writings I spoke to him in good will; and he 
told me, that keeping slaves was not altogether agreeaUe 
to his mind; but that the slave being a gift made to bis 
w^, he had accepted of hen 



CHAPTER II. 

His first journey; on a religious visit, into East Jersey, in com- 
pany with Abraham Farrington — thoughts on merchandizing, 
and learning a trade — second journey, with Isaac Andrews, 
into PennsyWania, Maryland, Virginia, and North Oarolina — 
third jonraey, with Peter Andrews, through part of West and 
East Jersey — acme, acooant of his sister Elisabeth, and bar 
death — ^fourth journey, with Peter Andrews, through New 
York and Long Island, to New England — ^fifth journey, with 
John Sykes, to the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and the lower 
cotmties on Delaware. 

ff 

My esteemed friend Abraham FamogtoD, being about 
to make a visit to Friends on the eastern fide of this 



liaFioce^ and having no compamon, proposed to me to 
go with him; and after a conference with some elderly 
Friends, I agreed to go. We set out on the 5th day of 
the ninth month, in the year 1743 ; and had an evening 
moetiiig at a tavern in Brunswick, a town in which none 
>Qf our Society dwelt; the room was fuU^ and the people 
quiet* Thence to Amboy, and had an evening meeting 
in the court-house ; to which came many people, amongst 
whom were several members of assembly, they being in 
town on the public affairs of the province : in both these 
meetings my ancient companion was enlarged to preach| 
in the love of the Gospel. Thence we went to Wood- 
bridg^, Rahway, and Plainfield; and had six or seven 
meetings in places where Friends' meetings are not 
usually held, being made up chiefly of Presbyterians, and 
my beloved companion was frequently strengthened to 
publish the word of life amongst them. As for me, I 
was often silent through the meetings ; and when I spake^ 
it was with much care, that I might speak only what 
Truth opened : my mind was often tender, and I learned 
some profitable lessons. We were out about two weeks. 
Near this time, being on some outward business in 
which several families were concerned, and which was 
attended with difficulties, some things relating thereto 
not being clearly stated, nor rightly understood by all, 
there arose some heat in the minds of the parties, and 
one valuable Friend got off his watch. I had a great 
regard for him, and felt a strong inclination, after matters 
were settled, to speak to him concerning his conduct in 
that case ; but I being a youth, and he far advanced in 
age and experience, my way appeared difficult ; but after 
some days deliberation, and inward seeking to the Lord 
for assistance, I was made subject ; so that I expressed 
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what lay upon me, in a way irinch became my youth and 
his years: and though it was a hard task to me, it was 
well taken, and, I believe, was useful to us both. 

Having now been sevend years with my employer, and 
be doing less at merchandize than heretofore, I was 
thoughtful of some odier way of bissiness; perceiving 
merchandize to be attended with much cumber, in flie 
way of trading in these parts. 

My mind, through the power of Truth, was in a good 

degree weaned from the desire of outward greatness, and 

I was learning to be content with real conveniences^ 

that were not costly ; so that a way of life free from 

much entanglement, appeared best for me, tiiough the 

income might be small. I had several ofiers of business 

that appeared profitable, but did not see my way clear to 

accept of them ; believing the business proposed would 

be attended with more outward care and cumber than it 

was required of me to engage in. 

I saw that a humble man, widi the blessing of die 
Lord, might live on a little : and that where the heart 
was set on greatness, success in business did not satisfy 
tibe craving; but that commonly with an increase of 
wealth, the desire of wealth increased. There was a care 
on my mind so to pass my time, that nothing might 
hinder me from the most steady attention to the voice of 
the true Shepherd. 

My employer, though now a retailer of goods, was by 
trade a tailor, and kept a servant man at that business; 
and I began to think about learning the trade, expecting, 
that if I should setde, I might, by this trade, and a little 
retailing of goods, get a living in a plain way, without 
the load of great business. I mentioned it to my em- 
ployer, and we soon agreed on terms ; and then, when 



} 



9t UFB OF JOHN MTOOLMAV « 

I had leisure from tke affairs of merchandize, I worked 
with this man. I believed the hand of Providence point* 
ed ont this business for me ; and was taught to be con* 
tent with it, though I felt, at times, a disposition that 
would have sought for something greater. But, through 
die revelation of Jesus Christ, I had seen the happiness 
of humility, and there was an earnest desire in me to 
enter deeply into it ; and, at times, this desire arose to a 
degree of fervent supplication, wherein my soul was so 
environed with heavenly light and consolation, that things 
were made easy to me which had been otherwise. 

After some time, my employer's wife died ; she was a 
virtuous woman, and generally beloved of her neigh- 
bours: and soon after this, he left shop-keeping; and we 
parted. I then wrought at my trade, as a tailor ; care- 
fully attended meetings for worship and discipline ; and 
found an enlargement of Grospel love in my mind, and 
ttierein a concern to visit Friends in some of the back 
settlements of Pennsylvania and Virginia. Being thought- 
ful about a companion, I expressed it to my beloved 
friend Isaac Andrews, who then told me that he had 
drawings to the same places; and also to go through 
Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina. After considerable 
time passed, and several conferences with him, I felt 
easy to accompany him throughout, if way opened for it. 
I opened the case in our Monthly Meeting, and Friends 
expressing their unity therewith, we obtained certificates 
to travel as companions; his from Haddonfield, and 
mine from Burlington. 

We left our province on the 12th day of the third 
month, in the year 1746, and had severd meetings in 
the upper part of (tester county, and near Lancaster ; in 
some of which, the love of Christ prevailed, uniting us 
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togetbfer in his semce. Then we crossed the imr Sub* 
qaehanna, and had several meetings in a new settlement^ 
called the Red*lands ; the oldest of which, as I was in* 
formed, did not exceed ten years. It is the poorer SMt 
of people who commonly begin to impioYe remote da* 
serts: with a small stock they hare houses to buUd, lands 
to clear and fence, com to raise, clothes to provide, and 
children to educate ; that Friends, who visit such, maj 
well sympathize with them in their hardships in the wil* 
demess; and though the best entertainment such can 
give, may seem coarse to some who are used to cities, 
or old-settled places, it becomes the disciples of Christ 
to be content with it. Our hearts were sometimes en* 
larged in the love of our heavenly Father amongst these 
people ; and the sweet influence of his Spirit supported 
us through some difficulties : to him be the praise* 

We passed on to Manoquacy, Fairfax, Hopewell, and 
Shanandoah, and had meetings; some of which were 
comfortable and edifying. From Shanandoah, we set 
off in the afternoon for the old settlements of Friends in 
Virginia ; and the first ni^t, we, with our pilot, lodged 
in the woods, our horses feeding near us ; but he being 
poorly provided with a horse, and we young and having 
good horses, were free to part with him ; and next day 
did so. In two days after, we reached our friend John 
Cheagle's, in Virginia ; and taking the meetings in our 
way through Virginia, were in some d^;ree, baptized into 
a feeling of the conditions of the people ; and our exer* 
cise iu general was more painful in these old settlements, 
than it had been amongst the back inhabitants : but 
through the goocbess of our heavenly Father, Ihe well 
of living waters was, at times, opened to our encourage* 
ment and the refireabment of the ^cere-hearted. We 



\ 



as UTS OF MBM WQOfMAV. 

went on to Perquimons, in North Carolina; had se^wal 
meetings, which were Isurge, and found some openness in 
those parts, and a hopeful appearance amongst the youi^. 
people* We turned again into Virginia, and attended 
most of the meetings which we had not been at bdbre, 
labouring amongst Friends in the love of Jesus Christ, 
as ability was given ; and thence went to the mountains, 
up James River, to a new settlement, and had several 
meetings amongst the people, some of whom had lately 
joined in membership with our Society. In our journey*- 
ing to and fro, we found some honest-hearted Friends, 
who appeared to be concerned for the cause of Truth, 
among a backsliding people. 

From Virginia, we crossed over the river Potomac, at 
Hoe's ferry, and made a general visit to the meetings of 
Friends on the Western Shore of Maryland, and were at 
their Quarterly Meeting. We had some hard labour 
amongst them, endeavouring to discharge our duty honest- 
ly as way opened, in the love of truth. Taking sundry 
meetings in our way, we passed homeward, where^ 
through the favour of Divine Providence, we reached, 
the 16th day of the sixth month, in the year 1746 ; and 
I may say, tbat through the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
which mortifies selfish desires, my companion and I 
travelled in harmony, and parted in the nearness pf true 
brotherly love. 

Two things were remarkable to me in this journey ; 
first, in regaTd to my entertaimnent ; ^hea I eai dr Jc. 
\ and lodged firee-cost, with people who lived in ease on 
the hard labour of their slaves, I felt uneasy ; and as my 
mind was inward to the Lord, I found, from place to 
place, this uneasiness return upon me, at times, through 
the whole visit. Where the masters bore a good share 
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of tbe buithen, and lived frugally, so that their s^nr- 
ants were well provided for, and their labour moderate, 
I teSt more easy ; but where they lived in a costly way, 
and laid heavy burthens on their slaves, my exercise 
was often great, and I frequently had conversation with 
tibem, in private, concerning it. Secondly ; the trade of 
ifftporting slaves from their native country being much 
encouraged amongst them, and the white people and 
their children so generally living without much labour, 
were frequently the subjects of my serious thoughts ; and 
I saw in these southern provinces so many vices and cor- 
ruptions, increased by this trade and this way of life, that 
it appeared to me as a dark gloominess hanging over the 
land ; and though now many willingly run into it, yet in 
Atture the consequences will be grievous to posterity. I 
express it as it halh appeared to me, not at once, or twice, 
but as a matter fixed on my mmd. 

Soon after my return home, I felt an increasing con- 
cern for Friends on our sea*coast ; and on the 8th day of 
the eighth month, in the year 1746, with the unity of 
Friends, and in company with my beloved friend and 
nei^bour Peter Andrews, brother to my companion 
before-mentioned, I set forward, and visited meetings gen- 
erally about Salem, Cape May, Great and Little Egg Har- 
bour ; and had meetings at Bariiagat, M annahockin, and 
Mane-Squan, and so to the Yearly Meeting at Shrewsbu- 
ry. Throng *the goodness of the Lord way was opened, 
and the strength of Divine love was sometimes felt in our 
assemblies, to the comfort and help of those who were 
rightly concerned before him. We were out twenty- 
two days, and rode, by computation, three hundred and 
forty miles. At Shrewsbury Yearly Meeting, we met 
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with our dear friends Michael Lightfoot and Abraham 
Farrington, who had good service there. 

The winter following died my eldest sister, Elizabeth 
Woolman, jun., of the smallpox, aged thirty-one years. 
She was, from her ybulh, of a thoughtful disposition, and 
rery compassionate to her acquaintances in their sickness 
or distress, being ready to help as far as she could. She 
was dutiful to her parents ; one instance whereof follows : 
It happaied that she, and two of her sistsrs, being then 
near the estate of young women, had an indination one 
fint-day after meeting to go on a visit to scmie other 
young women at some distance off, whose company^ I 
beiieve, would have done them no good. They expressed 
their desire to our parents ; who were dissatisfied wilii 
the proposal, and stopped them. The same day, as my 
asters and I were together, and they talking about dieir 
disappointment, Elizabeth expressed her contentme&t 
-under it ; signifying, die believed it m^t be for &.tir 
good. 

A few years after she attained to mature age, throng 
the giacious visitations of Grod's love, she was strength- 
ened to live a self-denying exemplary life, givii^ hersdf 
much to reading and meditation. 

The following letter may show, in some degree, ber 
disposition: 

Haddonfield, Eleventh Month Ist, 1748. 

Beloved brother, John Woolman — In that love which 
desires the w^elfare of all men, I write unto thee. I re- 
ceived thine, dated 2nd day of the tenth month kot, 
with which I was comforted. My spirit was bowed with 
thankftilness that I should be remembered, who am un- 
worthy ; but the Lord is fuU of mercy, and his goodness 
is extended to the meanest of his creation ; therefore, in 
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liis infinite love, he hath pitied and spared and flhowed 
mercy, that I have not been cut off nor quite lost ; but, at 
times, I am refreshed and comforted as with the glimpse 
of his presence, which is more to the immortal part, than 
all which this world can afford : so, with desires for thy 
preserration with my own, I remain 

Thy afiectionate sister^ 

Elizabeth Woouaan, Jun. 

The fore part of her illness she was in great sadness 
and dgection of mind, of which she told one of her inti- 
mate fidends, and said, when I was a young girl I was 
wantcm and airy, but I thought I had thoroughly repented 
fiiT it ; and added, I hare of late had greait satisfaetion in 
meetings.' Though she was thus dtseonselate, still siie 
retained a hope, which was an anchor to her : and some 
time after, the same friend came again to see her, to 
wbom Ae mentioned her former ejC|»es8ioBS, and said, 
ft is otherwise now, for the Lord hath rewarded me seven- 
fold ; and I am unable to express the greatness of his 
love manifested to me. Her disorder appearing danger- 
ous, and our mother being sorrowful, she took notice of 
it, and said, dear mother, weep not for me ; I go to my 
God : and many times, with an audible voice, uttered praise 
to her Redeemer. 

A Friend coining some miles to see her the morning 
before she died, asked her, how she did ? She answered, 
I have had a hard n^t, but shall not have another such, 
for I shall die, and it will be wdl with my soul ; and ac- 
cordingly she died the next evening. 

The following ^aculations were found amongst her 
writings ; written, I believe, at four times : 

I. Oh ! that my head were as waters, and mine eyes 
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w » ftfontaki o£ tnuns, (hat I m^lit -weep day and mg^ 
until actpiainted with my God. 

II* O Lord) that I may enjoy thy presence ; or^lae my 
time is lost, and my life a snare to my soul. 

in. Lord, that I may receive bread from thy table, 
and that thy grace may abound in me. 

rV. O Lord, that I may be acquainted with thy pre- 
sence, that I may be seasoned with thy salt, that thy 
grace may abound in me. 

Of late I found drawings in my mind to visit Friends 
in New Ei^land, and having an opportani^ of joiaifig 
m company with my beloved friend Peter Andrews, we 
obtained certificates from our Monthly Meeting, and set 
fiurward on the 16th day of the ^ird month, in the year 
1747, and reached the Yearly Meeting at Long Island ; 
at which were our friends Samuel Nottingham from Eng- 
land, John Griffith, Jane Hoskins, and Elizabeth Hudson, 
from Pennsylvama, and Jacob Andrews, from C^iester- 
field ; several of whom were favoured in their public ex^ 
ercise ; and, through the goodness of the Lord, we had 
some edifying meetrngs. After this, my companion aad 
I visited Friends on Long Island ; and, through the mer* 
cies of God, were helped in the work. 

Besides going to the settled meetings of fiends, we 
were at a general meeting at Setawket, chiefly made up 
o( odier societies, and had a meeting at Oyster Bay, in a 
dwelling-house, at which were many people : at the first 
of which there was not much said by way of testi- 
mony ; but it was, I believe, a good meeting : at the lat- 
ter, through the springing up of living waters, it was a 
day to be thankfully remembered. Having visited the 
island, we went over to the main, taking meetings in our 
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wlty to OUong, Mne-Partners and New SGMbrd. In 
these back settlements we met with several people, irtio, 
ifardi]^ the immediate workings of the Spirit of Ohiist 
on their minds, were drawn from the vanities of- the 
w«»Id, to an inward acquaintance with him : they were 
edacated in the way of the Presbyterians. A considerable 
number of the youth, members of that Society, were used 
to spend dieir time often together in merriment, but 
some of the principal young men of that company being 
yjsited by the pow^ul wc^kin^ of the Spirit of Christ, 
and thereby led humbly to take up his cross, could no 
longer join in those vanities ; and as these stood stead- 
fast to that inward cQn?incement, they were made a bks- 
raig to some of their former companions ; so that, throu^^ 
the power of Truth, several were brou^t into a close ex* 
erdse concerning the eternal wett-bdng of their souls.-*- 
These young people continued £or a time to frequent 
tbdr public worship ; and besides that, had meetingv of 
their own; which meetings were awhile allowed bytheir 
preacher, who sometimes met with them : but, in time, 
their judgment in matters of religion disagreeing with 
some of the articles of the Presbyterians, their meetings 
were disapproved by that Society ; and such of them who 
stood firm to their duty, as it was inwardly manifested, 
had many difficulties to go through. Their meetings 
were in a while dropped; some of them returning to the 
Presbyterians, and othars, after a time, joined our reli- 
gious Society. 

I had conversation with aom» of the latter, to my be^ 
and edification ; and bedieve several of them are acqvaiiit- 
ed with the nature of that worship which is performed in 
spirit and in truth. From hence, accompamed by Amos 

Powel, a Friend from Long Island, we rode through 
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QDBneolieuty duefly inhsbited by PMibytiriuis; who 
tMve generally cbd to us^ so 6r as I saw : and sA^ 
tbfee days ridings we cane amongst Friends in the colony 
of Bhode Island* We Tisited Friends in and abont 
Newport and DaitmovCk, and generally in those parts ; 
and then went to Boston ; and proceeded eastwnrd as 
fiur as Dover I then returned to Newport, and not 6r 
fiom theoee we met our finend, Thomas G«wtfar<^) bom 
England, who was then on a visit to these povinces. 
Frcon Newport we saikd to Nantucket ; were there 
naariy a week,, and from thence came over to DartnQK>iidi : 
and having finished oinr visits in these parts, we cpstsed 
the sound from New London to Long Island ; and Uk* 
ing some meetings on the isbmd, proceeded homeward; 
where we reached the 13th day of the seventh month, in 
the year 1747, having rode about fiikeen hunebed mitesj 
and sailed about one hundred and fifty. 

In this journey, I may say in general, we were some- 
times in much weakness, and laboured under discourage- 
ments ; and at other times, through the renewed mani- 
festations of Divine love, we had seasons of refifeshment, 
wherein the power of Truth prevailed. 

We were taught, by renewed experience, to labour for 
an inward stillness ; at no time to sedc for words, but to 
live in the Spirit of Truth, and utter that to the people 
niuch Truth opened in us. My beloved companion and 
I belonged to one meeting, came forth in the ministry 
near the same time, and were inwardly united in the 
woik : he wan about thirteen years older than I, bore the 
heaviest burthen, and was m instrument of the greatest 
use* 

Finding a concern to visit Friends in the lower conn- 
ties on Delaware, and on the Eastern Shore of Maryland^ 



Mdhaviag aa oppoztuBity to jmn vkh my iM^bdoTed 
afficient friend John Sykes, we obiliiiMd certificfttet^ and 
sat off the 7th digr of the ei^tfh jDcmdi, in the year 1748; 
were at the meetioigB of Friends in the lower eountiea, 
itftoMied the Yeady Meeting at Litde Creek, and made 
a. visit to most of the meetings on the Eattem Shore ; 
mi 80 home by the way of Nottingham : were abroad 
abottt six weeks ; aad rode, by computation, about fire 
huadied and My miles. 

0«r ^Eercise, at times, was hewry ; but, dvon^ the 
goodness of the Lord, we were often refreshed : and I 
may flay, by experieaee, << He is a stiong hold in the (fay 
of.troable." Though our Society^ in these parts, ap^ 
peaiad to me to be ia a decMning condition ; yet, I be^ 
lisve the Lord hath a people amongst them, who labour 
to aerre him i^iightly, bat have many difficulties to 
ouMiunter. 
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About this tkne beliering it good for me to settle, 
and IfcinkiBg seriously about a companion, my heart was 
turned to the Lord, with desires that he would giro me 
WBsdom to^ proceed therein agreeably to his will ; and 
Ilawas pleased to giro me a weltinelined damsel, San^ 
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Bflis ; to whom I was married the 18th daj of the ei^Mb. 
mondi, in the year 1749. 

In Ihe fall of the year 1750, died my father, Suniiel 
Woolman, with a fever, aged abont sixty years. 

In his life-time he manifested much care for us his 
children, that in our youth we might learn to fear the 
Lord ; often endeavouring to imprint in our minds the 
true principles of virtue, and particularly to cherisii in us 
a spirit of tenderness, not only towards poor people, bitt 
ako towards all creatures of which we had the comm^d. 

After my return from Can^a, in the year 1740^ I 
made some observations on keeping slaves, which some 
time before his decease I showed him. He perused the 
manuscript, proposed a few alterations, and appeared 
well satisfied that I found a concern on that account.-^ 
In his last sickness, as I was watching with him one 
night, he being so far spent that there was no expeetatimi 
of his recovery, but had the perfect use of his und^- 
standing, he adced me concerning the manuscript, whe- 
ther I expected soon to proceed to take the advice of 
Friends in publishing it ? and, after some conversation 
thereon, said, I have all along been deeply affected with 
the oppression of the poor negroes ; and now, at last, my 
concern for them is as great as ever. 

He made mention of his end, which he believed was 
now near ; and signified, that though he was sensible of 
many imperfections in the course of his life, yet his ex- 
perience of the power of Truth, and of tiie love and 
goodness of God from time to time, even until now, was 
such, that he had no doubt but that in leaving this life he 
should enter into one more happy. 

The next day his sister Elizabeth came to see him, 
and told him of the decease of their sister Ann ; who 



ikbd a. few dvfs b€foie« He seid^ I reekon aufcer Aan 
was free to leare this world ? EUnbeth said, she was: 
lie tbsn said) I idso am free to kave it; and beiaf in 
gzeat wedoiess of body^ said, I bope I shall shoitly go 
10 rest He eontiiiiied in a we^ty frame of mind, and 
was sensible imtil near the last. 

On tbe 2d dajr of the ninth month, in the year 1751, 
leding dmwings in my mind to visit Friends at the 
Great Meadows, in the upper part of West Jersey, wiA 
tbe unity of our Monthly Meting, I went there'; and bad 
some senrdinig laborioas exercise amimgst Friends in 
tbose pailB, and found peace therein* 

In tbe nintibi month of the year 1753, in company with 
my weltesteemed friend Jo)m Sykes, and with the unity 
of Friends, I traTelled about two weeks, Tinting Friendi 
in Bucks Comity. We laboured in the lore of the Gos- 
pel, aceording to the measure received ; and, through 
tbe mercies of Him, who is strei^fth to tbe poor who 
trust in him, we found satisfaction in our visit In tbe 
next winter, way opening to visit Friends' &milies within 
the compass of our Monthly Meeting, partly by the labours 
of two Friends from Pennsylvania, I joined in some part 
of the woik ; having had a desire for some time that it 
mig^t go forward amongst us. 

About this time, a person at spme distance lying sick, 
bis brother came to me to write his will. I knew be had 
slaves ; and asking his brother, was told be intended to 
leave them as slaves to his children. As writing is a 
pro^hle employ, and as offending sober people was 
disagreeable to my inclination, I was straitened in my 
mind ; but as I looked to the Lord, be inclined my heart 
to his testimony. I told tbe man, that I believed tbe 
practice of eonthiinng slavesy to this people was not 
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ligkt^ and hmi a scru]^ in my aiiid agaiatl doH^ wnt? 
wgs of that kind : that though many in our Society k^ 
them as slayes^ still I was not easy to.be coneeEaedin 
it; and desired to be excused from going to write the 
will. I spake to him in the fear of the Lord ; and he 
made no reply to what I said^ but w€nt away : he alM 
had some concern in the practice ; and I thought he was 
displeased with me. In this case I had a fresh confinna* 
tion, that acting contrary to present outward interest^ 
Y from a motive of Divme love, and in regard to truth and 
nghteousness, and thereby incurring the resentments of 
people, opens the way to a treasure better than silrer, 
and to a friendship exceeding the friendsh^) of men. 

The manuscript before mentioned having laid by me 
* several years, the publication of it rested weightily upon 
me ; and this year I offered it to the revisal of Friends, 
who, having examined and made some small alterations 
in it, directed a number of copies thereof to be published 
and dispersed amongst Friends. 

In the year 1754, 1 found my mind drawn to join in a 
visit to Friends' families belonging to Chesterfield Month* 
ly Meeting ; and having the approbation of our own, I 
went to their Monthly Meeting in order to confer with 
Friends, and see if way opened for it. I had conference 
with some of their members, the proposal having been 
opened before in their meeting, and one Friend agreed 
to join with me as a companion for a beginning ; but 
when meeting was ended, I felt great distress of mind, 
and doubted what way to take, or whether to go home 
and wait for greater clearness. I kept my distress secret ; 
and going with a Friend to his house, my desires were 
to the great Shepherd for his heavenly instruction; and 
in the monung I felt easy to proceed on the visit, being 
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resry loiw in my mind: and as mine ejn mu tamed to 
die Lord, iwtiag in ftmiUes in deep leverence befiwe 
hkny he vm» pkaeed gracioiialy ta aficHrd help; so dint 
ifte had many eomfoitaUe opportuaitieB, and it appeared 
as a firesh yisitation to some yoimg people. I spent 
several weeks this winter in the service ; part of which 
thne was employed near home. In the foUowing winter 
I was several wedn in the same service; some part 
of the time at Shrewsbmy, in company with my beloved 
fliend John Sjioes; and hare cause humbly to acknow* 
ledge^ that dirough the goodness of the Lord, our hearts 
were, at times, enlarged m his love ; and strength waa 
given to go through the trials^ which, in the course of our 
^mt, attended us» 

From a dimgreemnit between the powers oi Enj^d 
and France, it was now a time of trouble on this contiR 
nent; and an epistle to Friends went forth from our 
G^eral Spring meeting, which I thought good to give a 
place in this joumd. 

•fla EpisUe from our General Spring meeting of minisier$ 
and elders, for Pennaylvania and JNTeio Jersey, held at 
Philadelphia, from the 29lh of the third month, to the Isi 
of the fourth month, inclusive, 1755; To Friends on the 
continent of America. 

Dear Friends, 
In an humble sense of Divine goodness, and the gra* 
clous continuation of God's love to his people, we 
tenderly salute you ; and are at this time therein engaged 
in mind, that dl of us who profess the Truth, as held 
forth and published by our worthy predecessors in this 
latter age of the world, may keep near to that Life which 
is the Light of men, and be strengthened to hold fast the 
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ftolemon of our fintb without wtteiiqg) ^t cmr: txmt 
may not be in man, but in the Lord akmei who rul«j^ 
in the amiy of heaven^ and in the kiogdoine of iMa, 
brfore whom the earth is << as the .dust of the bafauM^ 
and her inhabitants as prasduqppers." 

We, being couTineed that the gracious design <tf tha 
Almighty in sending his Son into, the world, was to ve* 
pair tibe breach made by disobedience, to finish sin and 
transgression, that his kingdom n^i^t come, 9md his wUl 
be done on earth as it is in heaven^ have found it to be 
our duty to cease from those, national contests pioductivcf 
of misery and bloodshed, and submit our cause to Him ilm 
Most High, whose tender love to his children exceedf 
the most warm affections of natural parents, and who 
hath promised to his seed throughout the earth, as to one 
individual, <<I wDl never leave thee, nor forsake thee." 
And as we, through the gracious dealings of the Lord 
our God, have had experience of that work winch is 6ar<* 
ried on << not by earthly might, nor I^ power, but 1^ my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts;" by which operation, 
that spiritual kingdom is set up, which is to subdue and 
break in pieces all kingdoms that oppose it, and sha^ 
stand forever ; in a deep sense thereof, and of the safety, 
stability and peace there is in it, we are desirous that all 
who profess the Truth, may be inwardly acquainted with 
it, and thereby be qualified to conduct in all parts of our 
life as becomes our peaceable profession. And we trust, 
as there is a faithful continuance to depend wholly upon 
the Almighty arm, from one generation to another, the 
peaceable kingdom will gradually be extended "from 
sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth,'* 
to the completion of those prophecies already begun, 



tlMtv^Mlbft liiil net iilt up t smnrd agnnil nalioii, nor 
iMm w«r ttqr moie.'^ 

And, dearly belortd ftiendi, secnig we have tfiese 
pNUHses, end believe that- God is beginniBg to folfll 
tkem, let us constenfly endeavour to have onrminda tn^ 
AsittAy diMBitMigled front die sorfeidn^ cutts of tbis 
life, and redeemed from tiie love of Ae world, diat no 
M^ly poflsessions or enjoyments may- bias onr jndg- 
m^fts, or tarn na from tiiat rerignationy and entire trait 
in God,' lo wluelr hb Uearing is moat sorely annexed; 
dien may- we say, «Oar Redeemer is mi^ty, he w31 
pkiad oar eaase fer us." And tf, for die frnrtfaer pro- 
milling of his most gracions purposes in die eardi, he 
shcwftd gite us to taste of that bitter cup whieh hisfiiidi* 
lul ones have often partaken of; O that we may be rig^itly 
prqiared 'to receive it ! 

'And' n0w, dear IHends, with respeet to die common 
tions and sdrrings of the powers of die earth at this time 
nenr us, we are desirous that none of us may be moved 
thereat; <<but repose ourselves in die munidon of dmt 
Rock, that all these shakings shall not move, even in the 
knowledge and feeling of the eternal power of God, 
keeping us subjecdy given up to his heavenly wiH, and 
feel k dady to mortify that y^iich reaiains in any of us 
wUch is of this world: for the wofldiy paort in any, is 
the changeable part, and that is up and down, full and 
empty, joyfel and sorrowful, as things go well or ill in 
this world. For as the Truth is but one, and many are 
made partakers of its spirit, so the world is but one, and 
many are made partakers of the spirit of it; and as 
mtmy as % partd^e of it, will be straitened and perplex* 
ed with it. B^t they who are single to the Truth, waitmg 

daily to feel the life and virtue of it in their hearts, Aall 

E 
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rejoice in the midst of ndrenkj,*^ and lm»€ t0 ^iKpmAemt 
with the prophet) that «AMiotigh the fig ti«e ahall BOt 
blowsom^ neither shall fhiiC be- in the viMs ; the labovf at 
the olive shall fid), and the fields shall yield no oMit; 
Ae flock shall be cut off fit)m the fiild, and theie shal 
be no herd in the stall: yet w31 they lejoice in the Lotd, 
and Joy in the God of their salratiM." 

If, contrary to this, we profess the TMh, and not Kf i ^g 
under <he power and inflaence of it, are producing firuitB 
disagreeable to the purity thereof, and trust to the strength 
of man to support omrsdres therein, bur confidence wiM 
be vain. For He, who removed the hedge from his 
vineyard, and gave it to be trodden under foot, by ieib> 
son of the wild grapes it produced, Isaiah v, 5, remaifiB 
unchangeable : and if, for the diastisement of wicked- 
ness, and further promoting his own glory, he doth arise, 
even to shake terribly the earth, who tl^ may oppose 
him, and prosper! 

We remain, in the love of the Gospel, your finends 
and brethren. 

Signed by fourteen Friends. * 

Scrupling to do writings relative to keying slaves, 
having been a means of sundry small trials to me, in 
which I have evidetitly felt my own will set aside, I timpk 
it good to mention a few of them. Tradeinnen and le- 
tailers 'of goods, who depend on their business for. a 
living, are naturally inclined to keep the good will of 
their customers ; nor is it a pleasant thii^ for young men 
to be under a necessity to question the judgment or 
honesty of elderly men, and more especially of such 
who have a fair reputation. Deep rooted customs, though 
wrong, are not ^as3y altered ; but it is the duty of every 



me tobfrtfirm ia thast wfaiohllifly o«ruMy blow 10 li^ 
fer. tliem. A< dimtible bentTolent ibkd, wdl acquaiaied 
mMi a negiD, msfy I believe, under some circumatancea^ 
Joeep him in bis fiuaily as a serraut, on no odker motives 
iban tbe negio's good ; but man, as man, knows not 
wbals aball be i#er bim, nor bath be any assoiance tbat 
his children will attain to that peifection in wisdom and 
gooduMs, neoeasary rightly to exercise sacb power. 
Hettce it is clear to me, tbat I onght not to be the scribe 
where wiUs are drawn, in which some children are made 
absolnte maafcers oVer others during life, 
v^ About this time, an ancient man of good esteem in the 
nd^ibonrhood, came to my house to get lus will written. 
iiia had yoimg negroes; and I asked him privately, how 
be pnxposed to dispose of them? he told me: I then 
aaid, I cannot write thy will without breaking my own 
peaee, and resp^tfoUy gave him my reasons for it He 
signified that he had a choice that I should have written 
it ; but as I could not, oonsistent with my conscience, he 
did not desire it: and so he got it written by some <rther 
person^/ A few years- after, there being great alterations 
in his lamily, he came again to get me to write his will : 
his negroes were yet young, and his son, to wIkhu he 
mtended to give them, was, skice he first ^)oke to me, 
firom a hbertine, become a sober young man ; and he 
supposed tbat I would be firee, on that account, to write 
it We had much friendly talk on the subject, and then 
deferred it: a few days after, he came again and direct- 
ed thear fireedom ; and so I wrote his will, 

Near tbe time the lasl-inentioned Friend first spoke to 
me, a neighbour received abad braise in bis body, and 
sent for me to bleed him ; which being done, he denred 
me to wrile his will* I took notes ; and amongst other 
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4^iAgib b^ told YM 4io iivbicb he «»ne4ni 

young noigiio. I considered the pun imd distresa 1m. wes 
ki^ mid knew not how it would ead; so I wrote hk mH, 
aeira.oaly that port coAceninghis dare, and cairyiiiigtk 
to his bedside^ read it 40 him; and then 4old him in a 
friendly way, that I could not write any instrument .by 
which ngr .feUow-ora^oKes were made slaves, without 
bringing trouble an. my mind. I let him know that I 
ehaiged nothing £»x what I had dome ; and desired to ha 
^Leused from doing the other, part in the way he pro* 
posed : we then had a serious conference on the sabjact;; 
and at length, he peeing to set her free, I finished his 
wai. 

Having found drawings in my mind to visit Foenda 
on Long Island, after obtaimng a certificate from out 
MoptUy Meetmg, 1 set off on the 12th day of the fifth 
month, in the year 1756. When I reached the island^ J 
lodged the first night at the house of my dear fsmA 
Richard Hallet Next day being the first of the week, 
I was at the meeting at Newtown ; in which we expa* 
rienced the renewed manifestations of the love of Jeans 
Christ, to the comfort of the honest-hearted. I ^vient 
that ni^t to Fbadung ; and the next day, in company 
with my beloved friend Matthew Franklin, we crossed 
the ferry at White^stone ; were at three meetings on the 
nuun, aid then returned to the island, where! spent the 
JBamaindpr of the week in, visiting meetings. The Lord^ 
I'believe, hath a people in those parts, who are honesti^ 
inclined to serve him ; but many, I fear, are too much 
^^QgfiBsd vn&i the things of this life, and do not couie 
fiMTwardy bearing the cross, in; such fritfafalness a&im 
calls fi)r« 

i4^ m»d ws^ deeply engaged in'ithis visit, bodioin 



pfoAAe wd prfrate ; and at sevend pliKes Swdere I*wi8, mi 
^bserring timt tiMy had 'rfaves, I femid mjndt^mitr ^ 
ivftcesrfty, in a friendly wiy, to labour widi them on Hial 
^bfect; ei^itesakig, as ^imj opened, tbt incon o ia ton ey 
tf tiiat practice withf the purity of the Chriatian lieligion^ 
and the ill elects of it, manifeated amongst ns. 

Hie latter end of the week, dietf Yearly Meeting be* 
gan ; at ^wUch were our jBriaids Mm 8carilK>rough, Jane 
Hoakuis and Susannidi Brown, 6om Pemw^Tania: the 
public meetings were large, and meaaumbly ik v ou ro d 
wfth Dirine goodness. 

The exercise o( my mind at this meeting, was ^leAy 
on account of those who were considered aa the foremost 
rank in the Society : and in a meeting of minaaters and 
el<fers, way opened, so that I expressed in some meaaofe 
What lay upon me ; and at a time when Friends were met 
for transacting the affairs of Ihe diurch, having sat audiile 
silent, I felt a weight on my mind, and stood up ; and 
through tiie gracious regard of our heavenly Father, 
stttngth was given fully to clear myself of a burthen, 
which for some days had been increasing upon me. 

Through the humbling dispensations cf Divine Provi- 
dence, men are sometimes fitted for his servide. The 
messages of the prophet Jeremiah were so disagreeable 
to the people, and so reverse to* the spirit they Kved in, 
fliat he became the object of their reproach ; and m Ae 
weakness of nature, thought of desisting from his pro- 
phetic office ; but, saith he, « His word was in my heart 
M a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary 
with forbearing, and could not stay.^' I saw at fliis 
tee, that if I was honest in dedaring that iriiioh Tnith 
c^ned in me, I could not please all men ; and laboured 
to be content in the way of my duty, hoVever disagree* 

x2 



jtelong Weodbridge and Pliinfifidiiii'.aiy wiijr ; u^-rl^«iih 
idhicfa nuMtingSi the .ptise inflmmce ^ Dvruie fo^ m§» 
naai£e8ted ; in aa humbling stnse vbereofl w#nl hgy|tt»: 
)imi|gbetBi/Oiit about tweotjMbur dtya^ iumI vode aboQt 
three hiuichi^d. and.HKlMn souikSk 

While, oa thia jouraey » ay h«art was miKdi afi^ofeed 
with a ^086 of die aMe of the churdiaaiii ourao^thMi 
proTiaaaa; and believiog the Lord was caUiag<Bie'4> 
aoflfte fiuthev labcHur.amo^iat them, I waa bowefd in ttoh 
erence before him, with fervent dec^ that I nugbt fiitd 
steength to xei^ my adf to hia hoaTaily win* 

Until thia jeBt^ 1766, 1 continaed to ittaiL goods^<ba- 
aides icdlowing my tiadeiaa a tailor ; about wUchrtiniel 
giew uneasy on aaaount of my businesi growing top 
eumbeiaoBuu I had begun with aelliug trimmings ibr 
garments,, naA fiaom thenee juroceeded to sell cloths .and 
linens; and at length, having got a coasiderable sbop.of 
goods, -my trade inereaaed eveiy year, and the road to 
large boainesa q^eared open.; but I felt a stop in- my 
mjiid. 

/ Throng^ the mercies of the Almig^, I had, in A:good 
degree, learned to be eontent with a-plainwayof li^riag: 
I had but a small family ;. and on serious QOn^esation,.! 
beU0ved Truth did not require me to engage in mai^ 
oumhering a&iss./ >i(t had been my general practice to 
buy asd adl things laallj mefolr; tbii^ that aerved 
4faieiy' to pfeasa the vain mind in ;peqple, I was>not eaay 
tattradein ; seldom did it ; and vi^enever I did, I found 
it jto weaken me as a ChMtian* 

, Thfe inoaease of buMnass became my burthen;, for 
though my naiural.inclinalion waa toward meyebanriiaang, 
yet I befaved Truth reqiiired me to live morefiree fiom 



' iirt Wiid i6whtte^ Midlfccife was no>w n-Mbwrmj wind 
iMtweeii die twiK In tins tauetcitit toy pntjen vrwt pttt 
-apr>tD Ae*Ijatdy ^riuy gMKsmidy heard se, ecad gilv« me 
•a ^ieart/nsigited to lus kofy^iryi: Hm I hmm t d ^nfy 
-hiameaBy and as I had" opportunity, told -mjr omftemos 
•of my^intentkiBS, thatihej migtat eonaidep niial ihop to 
'torn to : and in a^8ej trinttjr laid ido<WB mendian^se, 
'ftttynrtap mif trade m a tailor,. mynlf only, lunrif^ no 
wppfmActJ I "also had « noraery of appk treea; ii 
irineh I 'employed some of my time in hoeing, gnA- 
ing/ tittttkning and- inoculating* In nerehan^ne it is 
the coatom, wfaaore I lived, to sdl vMeHf on credit, and 
poor people often get in'debt; and when payment is ex- 
pected, not having wherewith' to pay, dieir oiedtton 
'bfteH'SQe'ftir ft at law. Having often ofaserfed oecms 
rencte oFttns land, I fonnd it good for me to adrise poor 
people to take sach goods as were most nsefid and not 
ootfy. 

^bt the time of tinding, I had an opportmiity of aeehig 
ihat fhe too liberal *use of spiriluons liquors, and die cus- 
tom of wearing too costly apparel, led some people into 
great inconveniences ; and these two things appear to be 
often connected one with the other. By not attending 
to that use of ddngs which is consistent with umver- 
ad rigtateousnefts^ there is an increase of labour, which 
extends bqrond v^hat onr heavenly Father intends for us ; 
'by great labour, and often by much sweating, there ii, 
et^ aihong tobfa who are not drunkards, a craving of 
'Some fiquorr to^ revive the spirits : that, partiy by die 
faucorions drinking of some, and pardy by tiie drinking 
*d£otfaer8, led td it through hnmoderate labour, very great 
<i|tMintitieB of Tum are every year expended in our cold- 
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ides-; ^le greater pMPtrof ^whkdi tre dbomldf lurre no aetd 
ef, did we 8te«fil]r attend to pure insdoni.y 

Where »en Jtake pletsure in feeliag their miada de^ 
ted wkh-atTODgdiiiik^ and so indidge thdr i^ppetHe us lo 
disorder their undeistandu^, negkct tkeir duty as jneni- 
ben IB a fimiilj or m dril sooieitjy aad easi «ff all regard 
to reiigioDy their case is muiefa to be pitied ; and vrbete 
ffu^'i^duiBe lives are for tte most part regulur, aad whoae 
examples hare, a strong influenoe.on the minds of 0th«nfi^ 
adhere to some cnstoma ^iids poverfliUy draw to the 
use of mone- Strang liquor than puie "Wisdom attowss ; this 
also, as it hifeden the spteading <tf the spirit erf* meekness, 
smd stiengthensthe hands of the mope exeesaiTe drinkers, 
< is a case to be lamented. 

As ewrj degree of htshttyhath some conneadon mdi 
evil ; for those i¥ho profess to be disci{des of Christ, and 
are looked upon as leaders of the people, to have that 
mind in them, which was also in Christ, and so stand 
separate from every wrong way, is a means of help to 
the weaker. As I have sometimes been much spent in 
the heat, and taken spirits to revive me, I have found by 
experience, that in such circumstances the mind is not so 
calm, nor so fitly disposed for Divine meditation, as 
when all such extremes are avoided ; and I have felt an 
increasing care to attend to that holy Spirit which sets 
right bounds to our desires, and leads those who fbtth- 
fully follow it, to apply all the gifts of Divine Providence 
to the purposes for which they were intended. Did 
such who have the care of great estates, attend with 
singleness of heart to this heavenly Instructer, which sb 
opens and enlarges the mind, that men love their neigh- 
bours as themselves, they would have wisdom given Ayem 
to manage, without finding occasion to employ some 



{iMfte in Ik* hmriai of life, or to mkt it meeflny te 
otliins to laboof too iitrd ; bot Ibr iraat of atmdSy lega^ 
flftg^ 'diis prineiple of Dinne lore, a mMUti spirit takes 
|rfaee in lbs minds of people, wliidi is attended nvidi 
JsUfftess and ssssnfbld confiisioiis in the ivotld. 

Though tmdiDg in things nsefcl is an honest enployt 
yet, tlimngh the great nomb^ of saperflnities which ase 
bought and sold, and llirot^ die conniption of the timcs^ 
diey who apply to meiehamfiae for a living, have great 
need to be well experienced in tfant precept whioh Ihe 
proi^iet Jeieiniah laid down for his scribe; ^Seeloeil 
flion great things for thy setf ? seA ^them not" 

In die wmter, tfns year, I was engaged widi Friends 
in Tinting families ; and through the goodness of the 
Lord, -we had oftentimes eicperience of his heait^endering 
ptesenoe amongst us* 

A copy of a letter written to a Friend. 

In this thy late aflliction I have found a deep fdlow- 
jeeliag with thee ; and had a secret hope throu^^ut, that 
it might please the Father of mercies to raise thee up, 
and sanctify thy troubles to thee ; that thou being more 
fiilly acquainted with that way which the world esteems 
fooUsh, may feel the clothing of Divine fortitude, and be 
strengthened to resist that spirit which leads firom the 
rixB^licity of the everlasting Truth. 

We may see. ourselves crippled and halting, and firom 
a strong. bias to things pleasant and easy, find an impos- 
sibili^ to advance ; but things impossible with men are 
pojssible with God ; and our wills being made subject to 
li»9 all temptations are surmountable. 

This work of subjecting the wiU, is compared to the 
mineialin the furnace ; which, througjb fervent heat, is 
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reduced from its iGbrst ptincij^e : << He r^fin^ tfate as 
flUver is refined — He shall sit as a refiner, and purifier of 
silver.'' By these comparisoiis, we are instructed in fii^ 
necessity of the melting operation df the hand of God 
upon us, to prepare our hearts truly to adore him, and -to 
manifest that adoration, by inwardly turning away from 
that spirit, in all its workir^, which is not of him. To 
forward this work, the aU«wise God is sometimes pleased, 
through outward distress, to bring us near the gates ijS 
death, diat life being painful and a£9icting, and the pros- 
pect of eternity open before us, all earthly bonds may be 
loosened, and the mind prepared fi>r that deep and saered 
iiistruction, which otherwise would not be received. If 
kind parents love their children and delight in their hap^ 
piness, then He, who is' perfect goodness, in sending 
abroad mortal contagions, doth assuredly direct their use. 
Are the righteous removed by it, their change is happy ; 
are the wicked taken away in their wickedness, the 
Almighty is clear. Do we pass through with anguish 
and great bitterness, and yet recover, he intends that we 
should be purged from dross, and our ear opened to dis- 
cipline. 

And now on thy part, after thy sore affliction and 
doubts of recovery, thou art again restored; forget not 
Him who hath helped thee, but in humble gratitude hold 
fast his instructions, thereby to shun those by-paths which 
lead from the firm foundation. I am sensible of that 
variety of company, to which one in thy business must 
be exposed : I have painfully felt the force of conversa- 
tion proceeding from men deeply rooted in an earthly 
mind, and can sympathize witli others in such conflicts, 
in that much wes^ess stffl altendls me. 

I find that to be a fool as to worldly wisdom, and con^ 
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init Higr canae ta God) notftariog to oflend men, who take 
affaaoe at the simidicity of Truth, is the only way to 
maam munoved at the sentiments oC others* 

The fear of man brings a snare ; by halting in our 
duty, and giving beck in the time of trial, our hands 
gsow weaker^ our spirits get mingled with the people, 
Cf9x ears grow dull as to hearing the language of the true 
iShepberd, bo that when we look at the way of the right* 
sous, it seems as though it was not for us to follow them. 

There is a love clones my mind while I write, which 
is siqperior to all expressions ; and I find my heart open 
ta eacoarage to a holy en»dation, to advance in Chris* 
tinn firmness. Deqp humility is a strong bulwuk; and 
as we enter into it, we find safety and true exaltation : 
the fo^]iqHi"flffa of God is wiser than man, and the weak* 
neas of God is stronger than man. Being unclothed of 
our own wisdom, and knowing the abasement of the 
creature, therein we find that power to arise, which gives 
heaUh and vigour to us. 



CHAPTER IV. 

His visiting the families of Friends at Burlington—His journey 
to Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina — 
Considerations on die state of Friends there, and the ezer- 
cise he was under in tiavellmg among those ooooemed in 
keeping slaves : with some observatioDS on this subject — ^His 
epistle to Friends ai New Garden and Cane creek— His 
thou^ts on the neglect of a religious care in the education 
of the negroes. 

The 13th day of the second numth, in the year 1757, 
Mng ^n in good heabb, and abroad with Friends visit-^ 
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^ toiliei} I lodged «t «.7neiMi^« 
and goUig to bed about the tint tmuA witkine,:! 
in the n^t, aad my mediMtiow^ at I.laj, weie: ok Ae 
gpoduess and mercy of the Lord; laa aenae'H^eieof 
my heart waa contrite*. After this,.! weal to akepjagaia; 
and fileepiAg ashort tune, I aiwoke ; it iraa yetdaric/aai 
no appearance of day or moooBhine; and as I openad 
mine eyes, I saw a light in my chamber-ai the vpfUDmH 
distance of fi^e feet, about nine inchea diameler, of a 
clear ea^ brightness, and near its centse the moat sadiant* 
As I lay still without any surprise looking apon ky woada 
were spoken to my inward earv which fitted my wiiek 
inward man: they were not. thoieftot of flimightj nor 
any conclusion in relation to the appeanmce, hut a» the 
language of the Holy One apoken inmy mind ;.dM worda 
were, CEBXAur Evxdence of Divms Tbui!h; and nacre 
again repeated exactly in the aame manner; wheMQpim 
the light disappeared. 

Feeling the exercise in relation to a lint to Aka samlHt 
em provinces increase upon me, I acquainted ourMonflily 
Meeting therewith, and obtained their certificate. £x« 
pecting to go alone, one of my brothers, who lived m 
Philadelphia, having some bttsineas in North Carolina, 
proposed going with me part of the way; but as he had, 
a view of some outward afiairs, to accept of him as a 
companion seemed. some difficulty with me, I had con* 
vensation with, him at «(undry times, and at length, feeling 
eaqr in my mind, I hadcoavaraatton with several elderiy 
Friends of Philadelphia on the subject ; and he obtain- 
ing a certificate suitable to the occasion, we setoff in the 
fifQi month of the year 1757. Coining to Nottingham 
wedc^day meeting, we lodged at John Chnrchsnan^s, and 
here I met wilh^ our firiend Beiyainin BuffinglotK, S«m 
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Nt^ Bighnd, mte ^«ros retun^g !from « Titit to Ae 
Moibem pnnBees. Tkence we eroflsed the rirer Sna- 
fttPhmiBa^ and lodged at Wil^sm Oox'a in Maryland ; 
Md fl»OD after I enteied du9 province, a deep and pam* 
fill aseicise eaaae upon me, of ^ieh I had often had 
aiaae feeling sinee my mind vna drawn toward diese 
paitiy and widh wUeh I had acqnainted my hrolher be- 
foe we ag^Ked to join aa compenionB. 

As the people m this uid the aondiarn provinces live 
mndi on the laboor of slaves, many of whom are uaed 
hMdlf , nay coBcem was, that I mig^t attoid with single- 
neat ef heart to the voice of the true Shepherd, and be 
io siippoffted as to leomin unmoved at the Seiees of men. 

Aa it is comiMm for Friends on soch a visit to have en- 
Ifirtaiament ftee af cost, a dUSenlty arose in my mind 
wMi respect to saving my money by kindness received, 
ifiudft to me q>pearad to be the gain of egression. 

Receiving a gift, considered as a gitty brings the re» 
eairef under oWgations to the bene&ctmr, and has a nat« 
nnd taideney to dmw the obl^d into a party with the 
giver. To prevent diffieidlies of this kind, and to pre- 
serve the minds of judges from any bias, was that Divine 
proUbkion; << Thou ahalt not receive any gift : for a gift 
bUndelh the wise, and perverteth tlie words of the right- 
eous.'^ As the diaciples were sent forth without any pro- 
viaion for their journey, and our Lord said the workman 
ia worthy of his meat, their labour in the Gospel was 
cfliiiidared aa a lewai^d for dieir entertainment, and there^ 
foie not received as a gift ; yet, in regard to my present 
journey, I eould not see my way clear in that respect. 
The diflb*ence sqppeared thus: The entertainment the 
diamples met widi, was from such whose hearts God had 

^(pcined to receive tibem, from a love to them, and the 

F 
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trath they published. Bnt^e, considered as memheie 
of the same religions Society, look upon it a8 a pieee ot 
cifility to receive each o^t in sach visits ; and sach re^ 
eeption, at times, is pardy in regard to reputation, and 
not from an inward unity of heart and spirit. Conduct 
is more convincing than language; and where people, 
by their actions, manifest that the slave-trade is not so 
disagreeable to their principles but that it may be en* 
eouraged, there is not a sound uniting with some Friends 
who visit than. 

The prospect of so weighty a work, and being so d» 
tinguished from many whom I esteemed before myadf, 
brought me very low ; and such were the conflicts of my 
soul, that I had a near sympathy with the prophet, in the 
time of his weakness, when he said, « If diou deal thus 
with me, kill me, I pray thee, if I have found favour m 
thy sight ;" but I soon saw that this proceeded from the 
want of a full resignation to the Divine will. Many were 
the afBictions which attended me ; and in great abase- 
ment, with many tears, my cries were to the Almighty, 
for his gracious and fatherly assistance ; and then, after a 
time of deep trial, I was favoured to understand the 4^te 
mentioned by the psalmist, more clearly than ever I had 
before; to wit: "My soul is even as a weaned child." 
Being thus helped to sink down into resignation, I felt a 
deliverance from that tempest in which I had been sorely 
exercised, and in calmness of mind went forward, trust?* 
ing that the Lord Jesus Christ, as I faithftilly attended to 
him, would be a counsellor to me in all difficulties ; and 
that by his strength I should be ensdbled even to leave 
money wi& the members of Society where I had enter- 
tainment, when I found diat omitting it would obstruct 
that work to whidi I believed he had called me. And 
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as I copy this after my letaiDy I may add, tint oftentii 
I did so, under a sense of doty. The way in wUch I 
<Md it was thus; when I expec^^ soon to leave a Friend's 
hoase where I had had entertainment, if I hdieved dnt 
I should not keep clear from the gain ^ oppression witk> 
out leaving mcmey, I spoke to one <^ tibe heads of the 
fimuly privatdy, and desired him to aecept of some 
pieces of Mirer, and give them to snch of the negroes as 
he believed would mtke the best use' of them ; and sA 
other times I gave them to the negroes myself, as the 
way looked clearest to me. As I expected this be&ne I 
came out, I had provided a large number of small pieces ; 
and thus offering them to some vribo appeared to be 
wealthy people, was a trial both to me and them : but 
the fear of the Lord so covered me at times, that my way 
was made easier than I expected ; and few, if any, mant- 
fested any resentmeni; at the ofier, md most of them, 
after some talk, accepted of them. 

The 7th day of the fifth month, in the year 1757, 1 
lodged at a Friend's house ; and the next d^y being die 
first of the week, was at Patapsco meeting ; then crossed 
Patuxent river, and lodged at a public house. 

On the 9th breakfasted at a Friend's house, who putdi^ 
us a little on our way, I had conversation with him in 
the fear of the Lord, concerning Us slaves ; in which 
my heart was tender, and I used much plainness of 
i^eech with him, which he appeared to take kindly. We 
pursued our journey without appointing meetings, being 
pressed in my mind to be at the Yearly Meeting in Yiiw 
ginia. In my travelling on the road, I often felt a cry 
rise firom the centre of my mind, O Lord, I am a stranger 
on the earth, hide not thy face firom me. On the lldi 
day of the fifth month, we crossed the rivers Potomac 
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iUppakamiook, md lodged at Port Roj«d : md mt 
die way happeniAg in company with a colonel of the 
nutitia, who appeared to be a thoughtful man, I took oe^ 
cflrion to remaik on the difference in general between a 
peopk used to laho«t moderately for their HTing, tmor 
ing up their children in frugaSty and business, and those 
who lii^e on the labour of slares ; the former, in my view, 
beag the most happy life : with vdiich he concurred, and 
mentioned the trouble arising from the untoward, slothfid 
disposition of the negroes ; adding, that one of our la- 
bourers would do as much in a day as two of their slaves. 
I feplied, that free men, whose minds were properly on 
their business, found a satisfaction in improving, cdk 
tivating and providing for their families ; but negroes, 
labouring to support others who claim them as their pro« 
perty, and expecting nothing but slavery daring Ufe, had 
not the like inducement to be industrious. 

After some further conversation, I said that men having 
powesjt, too often misapplied it ; that though we made \ 
staives of the n^ees,. and the Turks made slaves of the 
Christians, I believed that Uberty was the natural right of 
all men equally ; which he did not deny ; but said the 
lives of tiie negroes were so wretched in their own 
country, that many of them lived better here than there. 
I only said there is great odds in regard to us, on what 
principle we act ; and so the conversation on that sub- 
ject ended. I may here add, that another person, some 
time afterward, mentioned the wretchedness of the ne- 
groes, occasioned by their intestine wars, as an argument 
in favour of our fetching them away for slaves ; to whidi 
I then repKedy if compasrion on the Africans, in regard 
to ihek domestic troubles, were the real motives of our 
pitt t cha s ing them, ihat spirit of tenderness being attended 
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t^^ would incite us t# use then kiadly, that as 
brought out of afflietioQi th^ lives miglit be h^ppy 
among us ; and as they are human creatures^ whose souls 
are as precious as ours, and who may receive the same 
help and comfort from the holy Scriptures as we do, we 
could not omit suitable endeavours to instruct them 
therein. But while we manifest by our conduct, that out 
views in purchasing them are to advance ourselves ; and 
while our buying captives taken in war, animates those 
parties to push on that war, and increase desolation 
amongst them ; to say they live unhappily in Africa, is 
far from being an argument in our fietvour. I further said, 
the present circumstances of these provinces to me ap* 
pear difficult; the slaves, look like^a.burthensome stone 
to such who burdien themselves with them, and that if 
the white people retain a resolution to prefer their out* 
ward prospects of gain to all other considerations, and 
do not act conscientiously toward them as fellow-crea« 
tures, I believe that burthen will grow heavier and heav- 
ier, until times change in a way disagreeable to us. At 
this the person appeared very serious, and owned, that in 
considering their condition, and the manner of their 
treatment in these provinces, he had sometimes thou^t 
it might be just in the Almighty so to^ order it. 

Having travelled through Maryland^ we came amongst 
Friends at Cedar creek in Virginia, on the 12th day of 
the fifth month ; and. the next day rode, in company 
with several Friends, a day's journey to Camp creek. 
As I was riding along in the morning, my mind was 
deeply affected in a sense I had of the want of Divine 
aid to support me in the various difficulties which attend- 
ed me ; and in an uncommon distress of mind, I cried 
in secret to the Most High, Oh, Lord ! be mercifiil, I be** 
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Meek thee, to thy poor afflicted creature. After some 
time, I felt itrwasd lelief ; and soon aftif, a Friend in 
company began to taUc in support of the slave-trade, aad 
said the negroes were understood to be the offi^ning 
of Cain, their blackness being the mark Ood set upon 
him after he murdaned Abel, his brother, and th«t it wva 
tte des%n of Providence they should be riaves, as a eon* 
dition proper to the race of so wicked a man as Cain 
was. Then another spake in support of what had been 
said. To all which, I replied in substance as follows : 
Noah and bis family were aQ who survived the flood, 
aiecording to Scripture ; and as Noah was of Seth's race, 
the fjEunily of Cain was wholly destroyed. One of them 
said, that aftar die flood Ham went to the land of Nod, 
and took a wife ; that Nod was a land far distant, in* 
habited by Cain's race, and that the flood did not leaseh 
it ; and as Ham was sentenced to be a servant of servants 
to his brethren, these two famiKes being thus joined, were 
undoubtedly fit only for slaves. I replied, the flood was a 
judgment upon the world for their abominations ; and it 
was granted tiiat Cain's stock was the most wicked, and 
therefore unreasonable to suppose they were spared : as 
to Ham's going to the land of Nod for a wife, no time 
being fixed. Nod might be inhabited by some of Noah\f 
ftonily, before Ham married a second time; moreover 
tibe text saifh, « That all flesh died that moved upon the 
earth." I further reminded them, how the jufophets re* 
peatedly declare, "that the son shall not suflerfor the 
iniquity of the father ; but every one be answerable for 
his own sins." I was troubled to perceive the darkness 
of their imaginations ; and in some pressure of spirit sAA^ 
the love of ease and gam are the motives in general of 
keeping daves, and men are wont to take hold of weaU. 
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wgiiBWilB to sappoti a eame ^H^uch is lumaaonabl^ J 
liame no interest on either skbe, save obIj the iiit«E«il 
which I desire to have in the Truth; and as I belirsve 
libeartj is their right, and see they ut not only deprired 
of it, but treated in other respeels with inhumanity in 
many plaoesi, I beUeve He, who is a refiige for the op^ 
pressed, will in his own time plead thw cause ; and 
happy will it be for such, who walk in uprightness before 
him: thus our conversationi ended. 

On the 14th day of the fifth month I was at Camp 
oeek McQthly Meeting, and then rode to the Fft^'"^^?'^ 
up James rirer, and had a meeting at a Friend's house ; 
in both of which I felt socrow of heart, and my tears 
wece poured out before the Lord, who was pleased to 
afibrd a degree of strength by which way was opened to 
dear my mind amongst Friends in those places. From 
dience I went to Fork creek, and so to Cedar creek 
ag^ ; at which place I now had a meeting. Here I 
foond a tender seed; and as I was preserred in the 
ministry to keep low with the Truth, the same Truth in 
their hearts answered it, so that it was a time of mutual 
refreshment from the presence of the Lord. I lodged at 
James Stanley's, father of William Stanley, one of the 
young men who suffered imprisonment 9X Winchester 
last summer, on account of their testimony against fitt- 
ing ; and I had some satisfactory conversatian with him 
concerning it. Hence I went to the Swamp and Waboak 
meetings ; and then crossed James river, and lodged near 
Burleigh. From the time of my entering Maryland I 
have been. much under sorrow, which of late so increased 
upon me, that my mind was almost overwhelmed ; and I 
may say with the psahnist, << in my distress I called up<m 
Ae Lord, and cried to my God ;" who, in infinite good- 
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iieas, looked npoa my afSiction, and in my priyate re^ 
tirement sent Uie Comforter for my relief; for which I 
humbly bless his holy name. 

The sense I had of the state of the churches, brought 
a weight of distress upon me ; the gold to me appeared 
dim, and the fine gold changed : and though this is the 
case too generally, yet the sense of it in these parts hath, 
in a particular manner, borne heavily upon me. It ap- 
peared to me, that through the prevailing of the spirit of 
this world, the minds of many were brought to inward 
desolation ; and instead of the spirit of meekness, gen- 
tleness and heavenly wisdom, which are the necessary 
companions of the true sheep of Christ, a spirit of fierce- 
ness and the love of dominion, too generally prevailed. 
From small beginnings in error, great buildings by de- 
grees, are raised, and from one age to another are more 
and more strengthened by the general concurrence of the 
people. As men obtain reputation by their profession 
of the Truth, their virtues are mentioned as arguments 
in favour of general error ; and those of less note, to 
justify themselves, say, such and such good men did the 
like. By what other steps could the people of Judah 
rise to such a height in wickedness, as to give just ground 
for the prophet Isaiah to declare in the name of the Lord^ 
" that none calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth :" 
or for the Almighty to call upon the great city of Jerusa- 
lem, just before the Babylonish captivity, « If ye can find 
a man, if there be any who executeth judgment, that 
seeketh the Truth, and I will pardon it." The prospect 
of a road lying open to the same degeneracy, in some parts 
of this newly settled land of America, in respect to our 
conduct toward the negroes, hath deeply bowed my 
mind in this journey; and though to relate briefly how 
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tiiese people are treated is M> agreeaMe wcmSc, yet 
often reading over the notes I made as I trsreUed, I find 
my mind engaged to preserve them. Many of the while 
people in those provinces take litUe or no care of negro 
marriages ; and "when negroes marry «fter their owBiray, 
some make so little account of those marriages, that with 
views of outward interest, they often part men from tfieir 
wives by selling them far asunder ; which is commoB 
when estates are sold by executors at vendue. Many 
whose labour is heavy, being followed at their bnsineaB 
in the field, by a man with a whip, hired for that pur- 
pose, have in common little else aQowed but one peck 
of Indian com and some salt for one week, widi a few 
potatoes ; the potatoea they commonly raise by their la* 
hour on the first day of the week. 

The correction ensuing on their disobedience to ove^ 
^ers, or slothiulness in business, is often very severe, 
and sometimes desperate. 

Men and women have many times scarcely clothes 
enough to hide their nakedness, and boys and girls, ten 
and twelve years old, are often quite naked amongst 
their master's children. Some of oar Society, and some 
of the Society called New Lights, use some endeavours 
to instruct those they have in reading ; but in common 
this is not only neglected, but disapproved. These are 
the people by whose labour the other inhabitants are in a 
great measure supported, and many of them in the luxuf- 
ries of life: these are the peqple who have made no 
agreement to serve us, and who have not forfeited their 
liberty that we know of: these are the souls for whom 
-Christ died, and for our conduct toward them, we must 
answer before Him who is no respecter of persons. 

Th^ who know the only true CSod, and Jesus Christ 



triuMA ht haik sent, and are thus aoqpiainted with Urn 
nerdfiily beneToloit, Gospel spiiit, wiU therein peroeife 
that the indignation of God is kindled against oppressum 
and cruelty ; and in beholding the great distress of so 
noBmrous a people, wfll find cause for monming. 

From my lodgings I went to Burlei^ meeting, when 
I fek my mind drawn into a quiet resigned state ; and 
after a long silence, I felt an engagement to stand up; 
and through the poweffid operation of Divine love, we 
were &vottred with an edifying meeting. The next 
meeting we had was at Black Water ; and so to the 
Yearly Meeting at the Western Branch, When its busi* 
Bess began, some queries were considered by some of 
their members, to be now produced ; and if approved, 
to be answered hereafter by their respective Monthly 
Meetings. They were the Pennsylvania qumes, which 
had been examined by a committee of Virginia Yearly 
Meeting, appointed last year, who made some alterations 
in them ; one of which alterations was made in favour 
of a custom which troubled me. The query was, << Are 
there aoy concerned in the importation of negroes, or 
buying them after im|>orted ?" which they altered thus : 
<< Are there any concerned in the importation of negroes, 
or buying them to trade in ?'' As one query admitted 
with unanimity was, << Are any concerned in buying or 
vending goods unlawfully imported, or prize goods ?" 
I found my mind engaged to say, that as we professed 
the Truth, and were there assembled to support the tes- 
timony of it, it was necessary for us to dwell deep, and 
act in that wisdom which is pure, or otherwise we could 
not prosper. I then mentioned the alteration ; and re- 
ferring to the last-mentioned query, added, as purchamng 
any merchandize tak^n by the sword, was always allowed 
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to be incQBsttteat yfiKk our piaw^les, negroet iiwig 
oaptireB of war, or tabrn by steikk, tlMMie circiiBMliDM8 
Make it inconsialeBt with our teattmotty to buy Iban ; 
and tkdr being oar feUow-ereatwea, who are aoM as 
slaves, adds greatly to the iniqaiky. Friends ap peased 
attailiTe to ^iriiat was said; soom expressed a care and 
eoneem about their negroes ; none made any objection, 
by way of reply to what I said ; bat the queiy was ad* 
ndtted as they Imd akered it. As some of their membefs 
have heretofore traded in negroes, as in other msrchaft* 
dize, this query, being admitted, will be one step fhrtfaev 
duoi they have hitherto gone. I did not see it my duty 
to press for an alteration ; but felt easy to leave it all to 
Him, who alone is able to turn the hearts of the mighty, 
and to make way for the spreading of Truth on the earth, 
fay means agreeable to his infinite wisdom. But in re- 
gard to those they already had, I felt my mind engaged 
to labour widi tl^m ; and said, diat, as we befieve the 
Scriptures were given forth by holy men as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, and many of us know by ex- 
perience that they are often helpftil and comfortable, and 
believe ourselves bound in duty to teach our children to 
read them ; I believe that if we were divested of all self- 
Bh views, the same good l^irit that gave tiiem forth, 
would engage us to teach the negroes to read, that they 
might have the benefit of them: there were some 
amongst them who, at this time, manifested a concern 
m regard to taking more care in the education of their 
negroes. 

On the 29th day of the fifth month, at the house where 
I Io<]^d, was a meeting of ministers and elders, at tiie 
asnth hour in the morning; at which time I found an en- 
pigem&it to spedc freely and plainly to them concaning 
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their Bisvet; mmlmwmff henr they^ a» tk^ tnk xmk m 
the Sotmtf^ yrhMe coniiuct ui dot tsaie'was omelt m^ 
tioed by odiars, were under the strooger obligatioas to 
kiok carefully to themidvei: expreaasg how needfol it 
was fiur them, ia that Ayaimnj to be thoroug^y diYested 
ct all aelfiah views ; thai: fiviag in the pitfe Truth, aad 
acting conscientioudy toward those peofde in their edit* 
cation and otherwise, they mi^t be uialrumeatal in be]^ 
log forward a work so exceeding neeesaary, and ao 
nftuoh neglected amongst them. At the twelfth hour the 
fleeting for worship began, which was solid. 

On the SOth day, about the tenth hour. Friends met 
to finish their business, and then the sueetiBg for vfoabip 
ensued, which to me was a labonous time; but Ihrouf^ 
the goodness of the Lord, Truth, I bcKeve, gained some 
gpround ; and it was a strengthenh^ opportunity to the 
honest^heaited. 

About this time I wrote an qiistle to Friends in the 
back settlements of North Carolina, as follows : 

To Friends at their Monthly Meeting at ./Veto Garden and 

Cane creekj in Iforth Carolina^ ' 

Dear Friends, 
It haying pleased the Lord to draw me forth on avisit 
to some parts of Virginia and Carolina, you have often 
been in my nnnd ; and though my way is not clear to 
come in person to visit you, yet I feel it in my heart to 
communicate a few things, as they arise in the love of 
Truth. First, my dear Friends, dwell in humility ; and 
take heed fbat no views of outward gain get too deep 
hold of you, that so your eyes being single to the Lord, 
you may be preserved in the way of safety. Where 
people let loose their minds after the love of outwatd 
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ttittgi^ tnd art laoig iagigediitpMtiiMgthepioitiiad 
aaeUai^ the firieiidib^ of tlw viorld^ IImd t^ 
aoywHiiliwt widi the mwf of true peace, neh walk in a 
vain ahadcrv^ irUe tiie true cwiwt of li£B ia waniiiig; 
&dr exmi^iieB aie c^nn hiutfal to o&en ; and their taaa- 
am-ei^ diAis cofleeted, do laaatjr tiaaea pro?e dangemis 
SDwres to their chttdBen. 

But vAnae people axe ainceielj detofeed to fcUow 
Cbiiflt, and dwell under the iafliaenee of hia holy Spirit, 
their etebilily and firmness, throaigh a Divine bteaing, is 
at times like dew on the tender plants aaomd about thani, 
and the wegfatnuesB of their spiritB aeeaetijwoxks on the 
ninda of ediera; and in tfaia condilion, throng Ae 
qneading infliaenoe ef DiTine loTe^ they feel a care otbt 
the floek ; and way is opened lor juintaini&g good ondar 
in the fioeiely. Aad ^ong^ we meet with opposition 
from another cpirit, yet, as there is a dwelling in meek* 
ness, feelmg our Sfurits subject, and noring onlty in the 
gentle peaceable wisdom, the inward raward of quiet- 
ness, will be greater than all our difficulties. Where the 
pure life is kept to, and meetings of discipUae are held 
in the authority of it, we find by experienee that they 
are comfortable, and tend to the healdi of the body. 

While I write, the youth come fiieah in: my way. — 

Dear young people, chooae (Sod for your portion; love 

his Trutli, and be not ashamed of it; diooae for your 

eompany sudi who Beeve him in uprigbtncsa; and shun, 

as most dangeious, the conyersatioa of those whoae lives 

ttoe of an ill saTour ; for by firequenting sueh company, 

some hopefid young people have come to, great loss, and 

been drawn from less evils to greater to their utter ruin. 

In ti^e blo<Msi of youth no ornament, is so lovely as ttiat 

ctf virtue, aos any enjoyments equal to those wbieh we 
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ptfteke o^ in !■% leagimg oai sg i vg f to Hie Bi»me ^»ii. 
Tbeie enjoymeiitt add sweetness to all otiier confotts, 
and give true satisfaction in company and conTersationy 
where pe<^]e are mutually acquainted with k; and as 
your minds are thus seasoned with the Truth, you wffi 
find strengdi to abide stead&st to the testimony of it, 
and be prepared for services in the church. 

And now, dear friends and brethren, as you are im* 
pfoving a wilderness, and may be numbered amongst 
the first planters in one part of a province, I beseed 
you, in the love of Jesus Christ, wisdy to consider the 
fi;»rce of your examples, and think how much your suc^ 
cessors may be thereby afiected* It is a help in a conn* 
try, yea, a great favour and a blessing, when customs 
Sat settled, are agreeaUe to sound wisdom ; so when 
they are otherwise, the efiect of them is grievous ; and 
children feel themselves encompassed with dijOiculties 
prepared for them by their predecessors. 

As moderate care and exercise,- under the directbn of 
true wisdom, is useful both to mind and body ; so by 
this means in general, the real wants of life are easily 
siq>plied; our grapions Father having so proportioned 
one to the other, Ihat, keeping in the true medium, we 
may pass on quietly. Where slaves are purchased to do 
our labour, numerous difficulties attend. To rational 
creatures bond^e is uneasy, and frequently occasions 
sourness and discontent in them ; which affects the family, 
and such who claim the mastery ov^ them : and thus 
people and their children are many times encompassed 
with vexations, which arise bom their applying to wrong 
methods to get a living. 

I have been informed tliat there are a lai^ number of 
Friends in your parts, who have no slaves; and in tender 



7S 

mi most aflEMifeHiaaie kve^ I bewdi yoo to keep dev 
fitom purcbaauig uiy. Loak, my dev 6ieiidt| to Dmiie 
Proyidence; and fidk>w in arnqdiatj that cxeieiie of ' 
body, that plamneBB and fin]gaiity» wUA true imdom y 
leads to ; ao may yon be pieaeiTed from ihom dangenr 
ndiich attend anch w1k> are auning at onftward eaae and 
greatness. 

Treaanjpea, tbough small^ attained on the tme principle 
of virtue, are sveet in the poeafwiim ; and while ive 
walk in the Ug^t (d the hatd^ theie ia tme eomfert and 
anlis&ctioii. Here, neiflier the mimnnnof an oppfe«ed/ 
people, nor the thiobbings ot an nneaay conacienee, nor 
aaxioas thoughts d>oat the erent of things, hinder the 
eogoyniMit of life. 

When we lode toward the end of Me, and think on 
tiie division of our sdbstance among our successors, if 
we know that it was collected in the fear of the Lord, in 
•honesty, in equity, and in upvi^tness of heart before 
him, we may connder it as his gift to*us; and with a 
single eye to hb blessing, bestow it on those we leave 
bdand us. Such is the hiQ>piness of the plain way of 
tzuevirtue. <« The w(»k of righteousness sludl be peace; 
and tke efieet of r^hteousness, quietness and assurance 
for erer." 

Dwell here, my dear friends; and then in remote and 
solitary deserts, you may find true peace and satisfretion. 
If the Lord be our God, in truth and reality, there is 
safety for us ; for he is a strong hold in the day of trou- 
ble, and knoweth them that trast in him. 

Me of Wight Goagaty^ in Viigmia, * 
29th of the fifth month, 1757. 

Fkom die Yearly Bieeting in Vcrginia, I went to Oaro- 
liaa; and on the Ist day of the sixth mouth, was at 
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Wella MoDlUy Meetug, wbere ^ vprimg of tke Qoqpal 
Qittiitrj was opcoed, and the lave of Jesus Chnt ezpe* 
rieiwed anongit us: to his name be the praise. 

Here my brother joined with some Friends from New 
Gkffdeo, who were going homeward ; and I went next to 
Simons creek Monthly Meeting, where I was silent during 
the meeting for worship. When business came on, my 
mind was exercised concerning the poor skt^es; but I 
did not feel my way dear to spedc : in this condition I 
was bowed in spiot before the Lord; and with tears and 
mmetd supplieatioii bewu^t him, «o to open mj and» 
stendingy that I might know his will dmcemuig me; and 
at length, my mind was settled in silence* Near the end 
of their business, a member of the meeting expressed a 
concern, that had some time lain upon him, on account 
of Friends so much negkcting their duty in the edoe*. 
tion of their slares, and prc^osed having meetii^ some- 
times appointed for them on a week-day, to be only at> 
tended by some Friends to be named in their Monthly 
Meetings. Many present appeared to unite with the 
proposal: one said he had often wondered that they, 
being our feUow-^sreatuioes and capable of religious unp 
derstanding, had been so exceedingly neglected : another 
expressed the like concern, and appeared zealous that 
Friends in future, might more closely consider it : at length 
a minute was made ; and the further consideration of it 
referred to their next Monthly Meeting. The Friend 
who made this proposal has negroes: he told me that he 
was at New Garden ; about two hundred and fifty miles 
from home, and came back akme ; and that in this solitary 
journey, this exercise in regatd to the education of their 
negroes, wws from time to time, senewed in his nund, 
A Fiiend of. .aom» note in Yiignia^ who has dnvts^ laid 



me, that he being' ftr from home on a lonesome journey, 
bad man J fiefioua tbon^ts about them; nd tiMt Ua 
mind was so impresaed therewith, that he bdieved he 
saw a time coming, when Divine Providence would alter 
die circumstances of these people, respecting their con* 
dttion as daves. 

From hence I went to Newbegun creek, and sat a 
eonmderable time in much weakness ; then I feit Tmtt 
open the way to speidc a Httle in much plainness and 
simplicity, tiH, at length, through the increase of Divine 
bve amongst us, we had a seasonings opportunity. From 
dience I went to the head of Little river, where was, on 
a ferst-day, a crowded meeting; and I believe, through 
Divh^ goodness, it was made profitable to some. — 
Iheice to the Old Neck; where I was led into a careAil 
searching out the secret woridngs of the mystery of ini* 
fpatyy ^grhich, under a cover of religion, exalts itself 
against that pure spirit, which leads in the way of meek- 
ness and self-denial. From thence to* Piney-woods; 
which was the last meeting I was at in Carolina, and was 
large ; and my heart being deeply engaged, I was drawn 
finrth in fervent labour amongst Ihem. 

When I was at Newbegun creek, a Friend was there 
who laboured for his living, having no negroes, and had 
been a minister many years. He came to me the next 
day, and as we rode together, mgnified that he wanted 
to talk with me concerning a difficulty he had been 
under, a»d related it nearly as follows : to wit, That as 
moneys had been raised by a tax of late years to carry on 
war, he had a scruple in his mind in regard to paying it, 
SHtd chose rather to sufier distraint of his goods than pay 
it ; and as he was Ae only person who reAised it in 
iiMe parts, and knew not that any one else was in the 
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like-careunstaaces, he tigittfied that it had ben « hemf 
teial to him, and more so, £Mr that aome of hw bratht M 
had been uae&qr with Ua condMct in that caae. : Ifo 
addedy that froaa a- sjmpathy hafdt with. me yeaterdagr 
ID meeting, he IbuBd fieedom thua to opeatbe matlaa^ 
in^the way of query concerning Friends ia our paat^ I 
toU him die alate of Friends amongst us, as well as I 
was aUe ; and also, that I had Cm some time been imdtt 
the like scrapie. I beliered him to be one who was 
conoerned to waUc uprig^y before the Lord; and e»* 
teefoed it my duty to psaaerre this noto eoiieeniiBg:hiat4 
hia jkame was Samuel Newby. 

Fiom henee I went bade into Virginia, a»d hadi a 
meeting near James Cow]^and's ; it was a time of inf 
ward suffering ; buA through ibe goodness of the Lord, I 
was made conteirt: then to another me^ng; whave^ 
through the renewings of pure love, we had a.Teiy comh 
foitabie seasoik 

Travelling up and down of kte, I have had. renewed 
evid^M^s, that to be fnthfiil to the Lord suid conttnled 
with his wUl conoeming me, is a most necessary and 
useful lesson for me to be kaniing ; looking less at the 
effects of my labour, than at the pwe motion and oealily 
of the concern, as it arises fiom heayealj hye. lathe 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength ; and as the voimiy 
by humble resignation, is united r to him, and we uller 
words from an inward knowledge that they arise £fom 
the heavenly spring, thou^ our way may be difficult,, ai^ 
require close attention to keep in it ; and though (the 
ner in whieh we may be led may tend to our own abi 
ment; yet, if we continue in patience and meekneaa, 
heavenly peace is the reward of our Uiounu 

Faam dlience I went to Curies meeting ; which, Aougb 
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wtmHi w» revmng to Hm- IwMrt htarted. Thnne to 
Mwk creek and CaroUae meeluigai; from vliene^ m>« 
companied by Wiliam StedajTy before laentiaiied) w 
aode to Geeee cieek, bctag nuick t hf eagh the voodsy 
and dboatonehnadied aulea. We lodged the firalnii^ 
at a pvblio house; 4he aecoaud m ikft woods; and the 
next dajr we itached a Friend's house, at Ckwse ercek. 
bi.tfae woods we .ky under soom disadvantage, hawi|^ 
no firai^asks nor bdk for oar horses ; but we stopped a 
littk before night, and let them foed on the wiM graas 
^Aieh was pleaty ; in te mean time cntting with oar 
knifes a store against night, and then tied them ; and 
gadMting some bashes ondar an oak, we lay down ; bat 
the mosipBtoca being plenty and ibm ground damp, I 
sLqst.bnt litde. Lying in die wfld o r n e m , and looking at 
the stars, I. was led to contemplate the condition of oor 
irst parents, when they were sent forth firom the garden ; 
but the Almighty, diough they had been disobedient, 
eantiinied to be a Father to them, and showed them 
whttfc.tmded to their felidly as inlelhgent creatures, and 
was aoecptaUe to him. To provide things rdative to 
our. outward living, in the way of true wisdom is good ; 
and the gift of improving in things useful, is a good gift, 
and comes from the Father of lights. Many have had 
this gift ; and from age to age, there have been improve** 
meats of this. kind made in die world: but some not 
keeping to the pane gift, have, in the ereaturely cunning 
and.sel£«xaltelien, soo^ out many inventions ; whidi 
inventions of men, distinct from that uprightness in whieh 
mmi .was created, as the first motion to them was evil, so 
thsceffiscts hav» been and are evil. At this day, it is as 
necessary for ua constantly to attend on the heajreni^ 
gift,; to be <|Qdified to use rig^iUy the good things in 
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life waddit great improTesients, as it was for our 
{Mffents, wheH Aey were witlioat any improvemc&ts^ 
vidioiit anj fnend or father bat Qod only. 

I was at a meeting at Goose creek ; and ncoct at a 
Monthly Meeting at Fairfax ; where, diroug^ the gnk* 
eious dealing of the Almighty with us, his power |«e« 
vsiied o^er many hearts. Tfaenee to Mano^uacy aad 
Pipe creek, in Maryland; at both which places I. had 
eavse humbly to adore i£m, who snppoited me thiongh 
many exercises, and by whose he^ I was enabled to 
reach the trae witness in the hearts of otheis: there were 
some hopeAd young peojde in those parts. I had meefe» 
ings Bt John Event's in MonaUen, and at Huntingdon ; 
and was made humbly thankful to the Lord, ^riio opened 
my l»art i^ongst die people in these new settlement, 
so that it was a time of encourag^nent to the honesl* 
minded. 

. At Monallen, a Friend gave me some account of a 
religious society among the Dutch, called Mennonists ; 
and amongst other things, relaited a passage in substance 
as follows: — One of the Mennonists having acquaintance 
with a man of another society at a considerable distance, 
and being with his wagon on business near the house of 
his said acquaintance, and night coming on, he had 
thoughts of putting up with him; but passing by his 
fields, and observing the distressed appearance of his 
slaves, he kindled a fire in the woods hard by, and lay 
there that night. His acquaintance hearing where he 
lodged, and afterward meeting the Mennonist, told him 
of it ; adding, he should have been heartily welcome at 
his house ; and from their acquaintance in former time, 
he wondered at his conduct in that case. The Men- 
nonist rqpKed, ever since Ilodged by diy fidd, I have 



WMtod-an cpjpcrtmity to' apeA witli ttae, liamcM 
to coBw to tbj faflfiiaerfer enlcflMMMBt, hat •eekig' ttrf 
dsves at their woik, and obMrvinp the nnniier of their 
6xt88, 1 had no VUag to come Id pertahe with Aee : he 
AcB admosidKd fami to use them witii mote hiiinMiiiff/^ 
sad added, as I ky by tiie five Ikat nigfat, I tho«^ thit 
as I was » man of sobstaace, &oa wooldsl hav« r e ce i ve d 
mefiieeiy; butif Ihad beenaspoorasoBeirftlqrdanree, 
and had no power to helpmyadf, I should hatre ieooiv<ed 
fiooBn thy hand no lander usage than they« 

From faenee I was at three meeliiigB in my way, and 
so went home, under an humbling sense of ^ g i a eioi i s 
deaKngH «tf the Lord widi me, in pfeserring me through 
musjf trials and afflictions in my journey. I was o«t 
about two moBlfas, and travdied about deven hundred 
and fifty miles. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Coo w d e ations on the payment ola tax laid for oarrying on the 
war against the Indians — Some notes cm. Thonias a Kempis 
and John Huss — ^Meetings of the committee of the Yearly 
Meeting at Philadelphia — ^The present circumstances of 
Friend* in Pennsylvania and New Jersey very different from 
those of our predeceflsors — ^The drafting of the militia in 
New Jersey to serve in the amiy, with some obsertatiflos on 
Iha #ate of the memben of oar Society at that tiaoe— His 
visit to Friends in Pennsylvania, accompanied by Benjamin 
Jones — Proceedings at the Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly 
Meetings in Philadelphia, respecting those who keep slaves. 

A-nw yeaiB pasty money being msda cutient in ooet 
pmTmce.for easrj^ng oa mot, and to be cdl6d in agidtt 



hy taxes hid mi the iohabitaiite^ my mind was ofttft «^ 
iieted with the theug^ of paying such taxts; and I 
btlieve it right for me. to pwaerve a memorandiim eon* 
^oemiiig it. I Iras told, Ifaat Friends in En^and fire* 
quently paid taxes, vhen the money was fUjff^ed to sMii 
parposes« I had conveiBaition with se¥eml noted Friends 
<m the sobject, who all frvoured the pvymeied. of siieh 
tuxMS ; some of whom I preferred before myself, and this 
made me easier for a time ; yet there was in the deeps 
of my mind, a scruple which I never could get ov& ; 
and at certain times, I was greatly distressed on <hat 
i^eount. 

I all along believed that there were some upi!^;ht» 
l^aited men, who paid such taxes; but could not see 
tiiat their example was a suffident reason for me to do 
so, ^ile I believed that the Spirit of Truth required of 
me, as an individual, to suffer patiently the distress of 
goods, rather than pay actively. 

I have been informed that lliomas a Kempis lived and 
died in the profession of the Roman Catholic rdigton ; 
and in reading his writings, I have believed him to be a 
man of a true Christian spirit ; as fully so, as many who 
died martyrs because they could not join with some 
superstitions in that church. 

All true Christians are of the same spirit, but their gifts 
are diverse ; Jesus Christ appointing to each one their 
peeuliar office, i^eeably to his infinite wisdom. 

John Huss contended against the errors crept into the 
church, in opposition to the council of Constance ; whidi 
the historian reports to have consisted of some thousand 
persons. He modestly vindicated the cause which he 
believed was right ; and though his knguage and con« 
duct toward his judges appear to hjsve been respectfiil} 



]wl he iwve&6MU be taamd fioin IIm pmeiiifet scMmI 
in lus mind. Toiiaefaisownwaids; «<T1ttlInlostlllllll-> 
bfy lequke and deanre of yMH all, enren for lus sake i«fa» 
iftttie God of ua all, dut I be not compded to the thn^ 
ivUeh my eomckaofte doth lepugn or atriTe agahiBt*''-** 
And again, in his arnrwer to the eaqmor : « I refine ao» 
thuig, most noUe emperor, whataoevcr the couapil ahall 
deoree or determine upon aae, oiiljr thia one thing I 
except, that I do not ofiend God and my oonaciance." 
Fok's Acts and Monuments, page 333. At length, ralher 
than aet coatraiy to that \vfaieh he behered the Lovd 
required of him, he chose to suffer death by fire. Thomas 
a Kempis, without cUaputii^ against the urticlea then 
generally agreed to, appears to haive laboured, by m 
pious estmoifie as wtH as by preaching and writing, to 
promote vvtue and the inward q^Mritual/religion : and I 
believe they were both sincere*hearted followers of 
Christ. 

True charity ia an eseelleiit yirtue : and lo labour sin*. 
e&efy for their good, whose belief, in aH points, do not 
agree with ours, is a hi^py state. To reftose the active 
pqrment of a tax i^ch our Society generally paid, was 
^jceeedin^y dutagreeable ; but to do a thing contrary to 
my conscience, appeared yet more dreadful. When this 
exarcise came upon me, I knew of none under the like 
difficulty ; and in my distress, I besought the Lord to y 
enable me to give up aU, thst so I might follow him 
wheresover he was pleased to lead me* Under this 
exercise I went to our Yearly Meeting at Philadelphia, 
in the year 1755 ; at which a committee was appointed 
of some from each quarter, to correspond with the Meet- 
ii^ for Sufierin^ m London ; and another to visit our 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings ; and after their appoints 



agx9ed thttt iihese two conrnktees jliadkl meet lng«fekflr 
la JPrieikils' «chool4ioiiseiii the city, at a time lAen eon- 
diftded on,, to eonsider some thii^ ia vfbieh the oauae 
of Trath was coBoerned* Hiese coioiiiktees aeetiitg 
togetiber, had a weigNy confeicnee in the fear of tkte 
Lord; at whidi time, I perceived theie were maiij 
Friends under a acruf^ like that beforep*sieiitioned»* 

As flcnijpling to pay a tax on account of th^ apfdioi^ 
tion, hath addom been heard of heretofore^ even amongst 

meaof integrity, who have steadily borne tbeirt^timoBr 
against war, in their time ; I may here note some Ihingis 
vlach bave occurred to my mind, as I have been ian^rdly 
exeieised on that acoount From the steady oppowitian 
which fiuthM Friends, in early 1ini«8, made to woilg 
things then approved of, they w^ e hated and penseented 
by men Uving in the spirit of this wodd ; and suffinug 
with firmness, they were made a blessing to the church, 
smd the work prospered. It equally concerns men in 
every age, to take heed to their own.spirit ; and in com- 
pering their situation with ours, it looks to me that tfaaie 
was less danger of their being infected with the CfMiitxif 
this world, in paying such taxes, than there is of ns now. 
They had little or no share in civil government; and 
many of them declared, they were, tfamugh the power of 
God, separated from the spkit m which wars were ; sod 
being alBUcted by the rulers on account of their \esA- 
mony, there was less likelihood of uniting in spirit with 
them in things inconsistent with the purity of Truth. We, 
from the first settlement of this land, have known Uttle 

• Christians refused to pay taxes to support Heathen tempiN* 
See Prim^Te Ghristiaiuty, part lU^ page 327. 
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«f aiflr pfedBocflwm Mng viidemlodd bj tlie ndere, aad 
tlMiriiiiUMMiit joftrings morvng them, our way of woi^ 
«^p 'WBs tolentod ; aad many of our meokbera ia these 
eolonies beoame actire in errfl government Being thm 
tried with fiiTOor and proepa^, tf» worid heth appeared 
inYiti&g ; our mmds have been turned to the improvement 
of our oo«n^, to merchandise and ecieneeSi amongst 
which aie nuiny things nsefid, being feHowed in pnie 
wmJkHn ; but in onrpfesent condition, that acamal mind 
is gaining upon us, I believe wiU not be denied. Some 
of our members, who are ofioers in civil government, are, 
in one case or otfier, called upon in &etr respective 
atntiens to sarist in things relative to the wan. Such 
being in doubt whether to act, or crave to be excused 
from thdr office, seeing their brethren united in the pay- 
ment of a tax to carry on tiie said wars, might think their 
ease not much different, and so quench the tender movings 
of the H<^S^pirit in their minds; and thus, by small de» 
giees, tiiere might be an ^>proach toward fig^itmg, untfl 
we eame so near it, as that the distinction would be Kttk 
else but the name of a peaceable peojde. 

It requires great self^lenial and fesignatton of ourselves 
to (Sod, to attain that state wherein we can freely cease 
from fighting when wrongfidly invaded, if by our fighting, 
ttiere was a probability of overcoming the invaders. — 
Whoever rightly attains to it, does, in some degree, feel 
tiiat i^irit in which our Redeemer gave his life for us ; 
and through Divine goodness, many of our predecessors, 
and many now living, have learned this Messed kssout 
But many otlieia, having their religion duefly by educa* 

tion, and not being enough acquainted wi^ that cross 

H 
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ulritth cracifies to the ynoMj mKaSett a ittafmt dut»« 
guishable from that of an entire trust in God. In calfli]^ 
considering these things, it hath not i^peared strange U> 
me, that an exercise hath now fallen upon some, wfaichy 
as to the outward means of it, is different from what waa 
known tojnany of those who went before us. 

Some time after the Yearly Meeting, a day bdng ap^ 
pointed and letters written to distant membars, the said 
committees met at Philadelphia ; and by adjoummenta, 
continued several days. The calamities of war were now 
increasing ; the frontier inhabitants of Pennsylreaua wees 
frequently surprised, some sbdn, and many taken captiw 
by the Indians; and while these committees sat, tiie 
corpse of one so slain was brought in a wagon, and taken 
thiough die streets of the city, in his bloody gannents, to 
alarm the people, and rouse them up to war. 

Friends thus met were not all of one mind in relatioii 
to the tax ; -^ii^ch, to such who scrupled it, made the 
way more dij&ult. To refuse an active paynu^it at sudk 
a time, might be construed into an act of disloyalty, and 
appeared likely to displease the rulers, not only here birt 
in England. Still there was a scruple so listened upon 
the minds of mmy Friends, that nothing moved it: it 
was a conference the most weighty that ever I was at, aiid 
the hearts of many were bowed in reverence before the 
Most High. Some Friends of the said committees who 
i^peared easy to pay the tax, after several adjoummeals 
withdrew, o^ers of d«m continued till the last. At 
length, an epistle of tender love and caution to Friends 
in Pennsylvania, was dra¥m by some Friends concerned, 
on that subject ; and being readi several times and cor- 
rected, was then s^ned by such of them as were free to 
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sigA it, «ad tAarpnMdB iat to tfe JiontUy atid (^ 
Moetifig& 

Ou the 9th day of the eighth monttii in the year 1767, 
at JBgfat, ordos came to the militaiy officers in o« 
Gomnltjy (Bndington,) direcliDg them to draft the mffilia 
and prepare a number of men to go as soldiers, to die 
rdief (d the £ng^ at £(Mrt Wil^am Henry, in New York 
government. A few days after, there was a general 
review of the militia at Mount Holly, and a number of 
nen chosen and sent off under some officers. Shortly 
after, there came orders to draft three times as many, to 
liold th^naelves in readiness to march when fresh orders 
came ; and on the 17th day of the eighth month, thoe 
waa a meeting of the military officers at Mount Holly, 
rwbo agreed on a drd&j and orders were sent to the men 
80 chosen, to meet their respeetire c^>tains at set times 
and places; those in our township to meet at Mount 
HoUy ; amongst whom were a considerable number of 
our Society. My mind being affected herewith, I ha^ 
fredi opportunity to see and consider &e advantage of 
hving in the real substance of religion, where practice 
doth harmonize with principle. Amongst the oflb^ers are 
men of understanding, who have some regard to sincerity 
where they see it; and in the execution of their office, 
when they have men to deal with whom they believe to 
be upright-hearted, to put them to trouble on account of 
sonnies of conscience, is a painful tadc, and likely to be 
avoided as much as easily may be. But where men pro- 
less to be so meek and heavenly minded, and to have 
thdr trust so firmly settled in God, diat they cannot join 
in wars ; and yet, by their spirit and conduct in conmum 
life, manifest a coi^rary disposition, their difficulties ane 
great at such a time. 
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. X^lcersy .wJio, in great anxi^jr) aie endeavoiuiDg to 

get troops to answer the demands of their superiors, see* 
ing men who are insincere, pretend a scruple of con- 
science, in hopes of being excused from a dang^ous 
employment, are likely to handle them roughly. In this 
time of commotion some of our young men left the parts, 
and tarried abroad till it was over; some came and pro^ 
posed to go as soldiers ; others appeared to have a real 
tender scruple in their minds against joining in wars, and 
were nuich humbled under the apprehension of a trial so 
near. I had conversation with several of these to my 
satisfaction. At the set time when the captain came to 
town, some of those last-mentioned went and told him 
in substance as follows : — That they could not bear arms 
for conscience-sake; nor could they hire any to go in 
their places, being resigned as to the event of it: ttt 
length the captain acquainted them all, that they nof^ 
return home fbr the present, and required them to pro- 
yide themselves as soldiers, and to be in readiness to 
inarch when called upon. This was such a time as I had 
not seen before ; and yet I may say, with thankfulness 
to .the Lord, that I believed this trial was intended for 
our good ; and I was favoured with resignation to him. 
The French army taking the fort they were besieging, 
destroyed it and went away : the company of men bat 
drafted, after some dap march, had orders to return 
home; and those on die second draft, were no more 
called upon on that occasion. 

On the 4th day of the fourth months in the year 1758, 
orders came to some officers in Mount Holly, to prqpaie 
<(uarters a short time, for about one hundred sdidiers: 
an officer and two other men, all inhabitants of onr. town, 
came to my house ; and the officer told me tluit he came 
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to spetk yn&i me, to provide lodging and entertaiiuiieiit 
for two soldiers, there being six shillings a week per man 
allowed as pay for it. Hie case being new and unex- 
pected, I made no answer suddenly; but sat a time 
silent, my mind beins: turned inward. I was fulhr con* 
vinced, L the proceedings in wars are inconmstent w»h 
the purity of the Christian religion ; and to be hired to 
entertain men, who were then under pay as soldiers, was 
a diflSeulty with me. I expected they had legal authority 
for what they did ; and after a short time, I said to Hie 
officer, if the men are sent here for entertainment, I he- 
lieye I shall not rdiise to admit them into my house ; but 
the nature of the case is such, that I expect I cannot 
keep them on hire : one of the men intimated, that he 
thought I might do it consistently with my religious prin* 
eiples; to which I made no reply, believing silence, at 
that time, best for me. Though tiiey spoke of two, there 
came only one, who tarried at my house about two 
weeks, and behaved himself civilly; and when the offi- 
cer came to pay me, I told him I could not take pay for 
it, having admitted him into my house in passive obe- 
dience to authority. I was on horseback when he spoke 
to me ; and as I turned from him, he said, he was obliged 
to me: to which I said nothing; but thinking on the 
expression, I grew uneasy; and afterwards being near 
where he lived, I went and told him on what grounds I 
lefiued taldng pay for keeping the soldier. 

Near the beginning of the year 1758, I went one 
evening in company with a Friend, to visit a mck person ; 
and before our return, we were told of a woman living^ 
near, who, of late, had been disconsolate several days, 
occasioned by a dream, wherein death and the judgments 

of the Almi^ty after death, were rquresented to her 

h2 
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Btind in a moving manner. Her sadness on that account 
being worn off, die Friend with whom I was in companj, 
went to see her, and had some religious conversstion 
with her and her husband: with this visit they were 
somewhat affected; and the man, with many tears exr 
pressed his satisfaction: and in a short time after, die 
poor man being on the river in a storm of wind, he with 
one more was drowned. 

In the eighth month of the year 1758, having had 
drawings in my mind to be at the Quarterly Meeting in 
Chester county, and at some meetings in the county of 
Philadelphia, I went first to the said Quarterly Meeting, 
which was large; and several weighty matters cam6 
under consideration and debate; and the Lord was 
pleased to qualify some of his servants with strength and 
firmness, to bear the burthen of the day. TTiough I 
said but Kttle, my mind was deepljrexercised; andmder 
a sense of God's love, in anointing and fitting some 
young men for his work, I was comforted, and my heart 
was tendered before him. From hence I went' to the 
Youths' meeting at Darby, where my beloved fiiend and 
brother Benjamin Jones met me, by an appointment 
before I left home, to join in the visit We we^ at 
.Radnor, Merion, Richland, North Wales, Plymouth and 
Abington meetings ; and had cause to bow in reverence 
before the Lord ova gsacious Grod, by whose help way 
was opened for us fi*om day to day. I was out about 
two weeks, and rode about two hundred miles. 

The Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia hairing been 
under -a concern on account of some Friends, who Urn 
< summer, 1756, had bought negro slaves ; the said meet- 
ing moved it to their Quarterly Meeting, to have the mi- 
nute reconsidered in the Yearly Meeting, which waas 






soade last on that sals^ect; The said Quarterly Ifaeting 
appointed a committee to considef it, and report to their 
next; ^iiich committee having met once and adjourned, 
and I going ta Philadelphia to meet a committee of the 
Yearly Meeting, was in town the evening on which the 
Qaarterly Meeting's committee met the second time ; and 
finding an indination to sit with them, was with some 
oth^ admitted ; and Friends had a weighty conference 
on the subject. Soon after their next Quarterly Meetings 
I heard that the case was coming to our Yearly Meeting; 
which brou^t a weighty exercise upon me, and under a 
sense of my own infirmities, and the great danger I firit 
ei- taming aside from perfect purity, my mind was often 
drawn to retire alone, and put up my prayers to the 
Lord, that he would be gracioudy pleased to strengthen 
-me; that setting aside all views of self-interest and the 
fiienddup of this world, I might stand ftdly resigned to 
his holy will. 

In this Yearly Meeting several weighty matters were 
conndered ; and toward the last, that in relation to deal- 
ing wtth persons who purchase slaves. During the several 
sittings of the said meeting, my mind was frequently 
coTeied with inward prayer ; and I could say with David, 
« that tears were my meat day and ni|^." The case of 
riave-keeping lay heavy upon me ; nor did I find any en- 
gagement to speak directly to any other matter before the 
meeting. When this case was c^ned, several faithful 
Friends spoke weightily thereto, with which I was com- 
forted ; ajpd feeling a concern to cast in my mite, I said 
in substance, as follows : 

<< In the disunities attending us in this life, nothing is 
more precious than the mind of Truth inwardly manifestr 
ed; and it k my earnest desire, that in this vrei^aty 



IBitter) -we may be so truly humUed as to be favMKd 
with a dear UBderstanding of the mmd of Tnxth, and 
follow it ; this would be of more adyanti^ to the Society 
Uma any medium not in the clearness of Divine wisdc»i. 
The case is diflicult to some who have slaves ; but if 
such set aside all self-interest, and come to be weaned 
from the desire of getting estates, or even from holding 
them together, when Truth requires the contrary, I be- 
lieve way will open that they will know how to steer 

Many Friends appeared to be deeply bowed under the 
weight of the work ; and manifested much firmness in 
their love to the cause of Truth and universal righteous* 
ness on the earth. Though none openly justified the 
practice of slave-keeping in general, yet some appeared 
concerned, lest the meeting should go into such meib* 
sures as might give uneasiness to many brethren ; alleging^ ' 
that if Friends patiently tsontinued under the exercise, 
the Lord in time to come, might opai a way for the de* 
liverance of these people. Finding an engagement to 
^eak, I said, «My mind is often led to consider the 
purity of the Divine Bebg, and the justice of his judg^ 
ments ; and herein my soul is covered with awfiilness. I 
cannot omit to hint of some cases, where people have 
not been treated with the purity of justice, and the event 
hath been lamentable. Many slaves on this continent 
are oppressed, and their cries have reached the ears of 
the Most High. Such are the purity and certainty of his 
judgments, that he cannot be partial in our fi^jrour. In 
infinite love and goodness, he hath opened our under- 
standings from one time to another, concerning our duly 
toward this people, and it is not a time for delay. Should 
we now be sensible of what he, requires of us, and 



tlxroi^ a reapeet to tfie private interest of aome pewDag^ 
or throng a regard to some frieaddiipe which do not 
stand on an immutabk foundation, ne^ect to do our 
dv^ in firmnesa and eonstancy, stifi waiting fer some 
extraordinaiy means to bring about their ddiTeranoe, it 
may be that Grod may answer us, in this matter, by terri- 
ble things in righteousness." 

Many faithful brethren laboured with great firmness ; 
and the lore of Truth, in a good degree, prevailed. 
Several Friends who had n^oes, expressed their desire 
that a rule m^it be made, to deal with such Friends as 
offenders who bought slaves in future. To this it was 
answered, that the root of this evil would never be e£feet- 
aaUy struck at, until a thorough search was made into 
the drcumstances of such Friends who kept negroes, widi 
respect to the righteousness of thor motiyes in keepmg 
' them, that impartial justice naght be administered through^ 
out. Several Friends expressed their desire, that a visit 
might be made to such as k^t slaves ; and many Friends 
said that they believed liberty was ike negroes ri^t; to 
which, at length, no opposition was made publicly. A 
minute was made on that subject, more full than any 
heretofore ; and the names of several Friends entered, 
vrbo were firee to join in a visit to such who kq>t slaves. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HiB vifiiting the Qnarteily MeeUngv in Chatter oouaty; and afiteor- 

wards joiaing with Daniel Stantoa axvl John Scarboroi]£^ in 
a visit to such as kept slaves there — Some observations on 
the conduct those should maintain who are concerned to 
speak in meetings for discipline — Several visits to such who 
l»pt slaves: and to Friends near Salem — Some account of 
the Yearly Meeting in the year 1759; and of the inereasing 
concern, in divers provinces, to laboor against buying and 
keeping slaves — ^The yearly Meeting epistle — His thoughts 
on the smallpox spreading — and on inoculation. 

On the 11th day of the eleventh month, in flie year 
1768, 1 set out for Concord ; the Quarterly Meeting 
lieret(^<n« held there, was now, by reason of a great in- 
crease of members, divided into two by the agreement ^ 
of Friends, at our last Yearly Meeting. Here I met with 
our beloved friends Samuel Spavold and Mary Kirby 
from England, and with Joseph White from Bucks county, 
who had taken leave of his family in order to go on a 
religious visit to Friends in England ; and through Divine 
goodness, we were favoured with a strengthening oppor- 
tunity together. 

After this meeting I joined with my friends Daniel 
Stanton and John Scarborough, in visiting Friends who 
had slaves; and at night we had a family meeting at 
William Trimble's, many young people being there ; and 
it was a precious reviving opportunity. Next morning 
we had a comfortable sitting with a sick neighbour; and 
thence to the burial of the corpse of a Friend at Uwchland 
meeting, at which were many people, and it was a time 
of Divine favour; after which, we visited some who had 
slaves ; and at night had a family meeting at a Friend's 



Iiouse, vrbete the duomel of Goipd \an was opmitdj 
and my mind was oomforted after a hard day's labour. 
lie next day we were at Goshen Monthly Meeting: and 
tbenee on the 18A day of the elerenth month, in the year 
1768) attended the Qnarteily Meeting at London Orovei 
it being the first held at that place. Here we met again 
with all the before-mentioned Friends, and had some 
edifying meetings. Near the condnsion of the meeting 
f((»r buAness, Fiends were incited to constancy in aappatt- 
ingthe testimony of Troth, and reminded of the necessity 
which Hie ciisciples of Christ are nnder to attend princi- 
pally to his business, as he is pleased to open it to as; 
and to be particularly carefol to have our minds redceaaed 
from the lore of wealth; tohareoaroatwardaffidfainas 
little room as may be ; that no temporal concerns may 
entangle our affections, or hinder us from diligently fo^ 
lowing the dictates of Truth, in labouring to promote 
the pure Bfitk of medcness and heavenly-mindedneas 
junongst the children of men, in these days of calamity 
and distress ; wherein God is visiting our land with hki 
just judgments. 

Each of these Quarterly Meetings were large, and sat 
nearly eight hours. Here I had occasion to consider that 
it is a weighty thing to speak much in large meetings for 
business, ibccept our minds are rig^dy prepared, and 
we clearly understand the CBse we speak to, instead of 
forwarding, we hinder business, and make more labour 
for those on whom the burden of the woric is laid. 

If selfish views or a partial spirit have any room in our 
miAds, we are unfit for the Lord's woric; if we have a 
clear prospect of the business, and proper wei^t on ow 
minds to speak, it behoves us to avoid useless apologies 
and repetitions. Where people are gathered from a&r. 



a]id4^paiiaaiig.».iM(tiiig of bmitiww 4§ atteafded nilli 
gent cbficuHy) it bdiorea d to be cMiiiou8>]iov tiMjr 
detain ameeting; especiaUy when it haa sat aix or aeven 
honrsy and Frienda haire a great diatmee to ride home. 

In thebeginning of the tweiftfa mondi df the year 1768, 
I joined my friends John Sykea and Dankl Stanten, in 
Tiaiting.'aach'vrho had slaves: some whose hearts w^re 
ligfady exercised about tfaem^ a{^ared to be g^ad of our 
visit; bnt in some places our ¥ray was more difficult; and 
I c^n saw die necessity of keeping down to that raet 
from whence onr concern proceeded ; and have canse, in 
rtrerenl thankfidness, humbly to bow down bef<u:e the 
Lofd, iil» w» iiBar to me, imd pnMTved By mi«l » 
calmness under some sharp conflicts, and begat a sfixit 
of synqnthy and tendnmcss in me, toward some who 
were grievously: entangled by the spirit of this world. 

In the first month of the year 1759, having found my 
mind drawn to visit some of the more active members in 
our Society at Phi]adeljdna,:¥Hbo had slaves, I met my 
fidend John Churchman thare by an agreement ; and we 
continued about a week in the city. We vii^ted 8o»ie 
fliat were sick, and some widows and tfaek families; and 
mid tibe ether part oi our tin^ was mosdy employed in 
visiting such who had slaves. It was a time cf deep 
exercise, looking oflen to the Lord for his assistance ; 
who, in unspeakable kindness, ihvoured us with the 
influence of tbst spirit, which crucifies to the greatness 
and splendour of this wmrld, and enabled us to go 
tiiroughsome heavy labours, in which we found peace. 

On the 24tii day of the third month, of this year, I was 
at our general spring meeting of Philadelphia; after which 
I again joined with John Churchman on a visit to some 
Friends who had slaves, in Philadelphia ; and with thank- 
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and a trae qrnipadiiaiiig tendernestof heart, pwf«ikd.«t 

times ]& ttiis semce* 

Having, at times, perceired a shyness in some Friends 
of ooDsMterable note, towards me, I found an engage- 
ment in Grospel love to pay a visit to one of them ; and 
as I dweh under ibe exerdse, I felt a resignedness in my 
mind to go. I went and told him in private, that I had 
a desire to hare an oppoftonity with him alone; to which 
he readily agreed : and then in the fear of the Lord, things 
lelatiig to that shyness were searehed to the bottom ; and 
we had a large conference, which, I hdieve, was <k nee 
to bo& of us ; and am thanhful ttiat way was opened 
for it. 

On the 14th day of the sisth month, in the mane year, 
having felt drawings in my mind to visit IViends about 
Salem, and having the q>probation of our Monthfy Meet* 
kig therein, I attended their Quarterly Meeting, and was 
out seven days, and at seven meetings; in soase of vdiich 
I was chiefly silent, and in od^rs, (hrou^ the baptising 
power of Trudi, my heart was ealarged in heavenfy love, 
and I found a near fellowship widi the brethren and sis- 
ters, in the manifold trials attending thear Christian pro- 
gress through this worid. 

In the seventh month, I found an inoreasxDg concern 
on my mind to visit some active members in our Society 
who had slaves ; and having no opportunity of the com- 
pany of such who were named on the minutes of the 
Yearly Meeting, I went alone to their houses, and in the 
fear of the Lord, acquainted them widi the exercise I was 
under : and thus, sometimes by a few words, I found 
myself discharged from a heavy bmrden. 

After this, our friend John Churchman ccMning into 

I 
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oor pioyiiiee ^rith a Tiew to be at some meetkgs^ 
join again in the visit to those who had slaves, I bore, 
him company in the said visit to some active members, 
«id found inward satisfiictioi.. 

At our Yeariy Meeting in the year 1759, we had some 
' weighty seasons, where the power of Tnith was largely, 
extended, to the strengthening of the honest-minded. 
As Friends read over the epistks to be sent to the Yearly 
Meetings on this continent, I observed in most of liiem, 
both this year and last, that it was recommended to 
Friends to labour against buying and keeping slaves; 
and in some of them closely treated upon. As this prac« 
tice hath long been a heavy exercise to me, and I have 
often waded through mortifying labours on that account, 
and at times, in some meetings, been abnost alone therein, 
observing now the increasing concern in our rel^^ioua 
Society, and seeing how the Lord was raising up and 
(lualifyiiig serrants for his work, not only in this respecV 
but for promoting the cause of Truth in general, I wa» 
humbly bowed in thankfiilness before him. This meet- 
ing continued nearly a week ; and for several days, in 
the forepart of it, my mind was drawn into a deep inward 
stillness ; and being at times covered with the spirit of 
supplication, my heart was secretly poured out before the 
Lord. Near the conclusion of the meeting for business 
way opened, that in the pure flowings of Divine love, I 
expressed what lay upon roe ; which, as it then arose in 
my mind, was << first to show how deep answers to deep 
in the hearts of the sincere and upright; though in their 
different growths they may not all have attained to the 
same clearness in some points relating to our testimony. 
I was led to mention the integrity and constancy of many 
nmrtjnrs, who gave their lives for the testimony of Jesus ; 



c '■■'■■:'"':>■-■ 



% ' . ■•■• 

and jdj i& some points, beld doetrines distiagiiMiaMe 
.finom some vhieh-we hold; and that in aU ages ^rbere 
people were iaitfafiil to the light and understanding which 
the Most High afforded them, they foand acceptance with 
him; and that now, thou^ there are difierent ways of 
thinking amongst us in some particulars, yet, if we mu- 
toaUy kept to that spirit and power which crucifies to the 
world, which teaches us to be content with things really 
needful, and to avoid all superfluities, giving up our hearts 
to fear and serve the Lord, true unity may still be pre- 
served amongst us. If such who were at times under 
sofierings on account of some scnqdes of conscience, 
Jjcept low and humble, and in their conduct in life mani* 
fested a spirit of true charity, it would be more Kkely to 
'teach (he witness in others, and be of mote service in the 
drarch, than if their sufferings were attended with a con- 
trary spirit and conduct." In this exercise I was drawn 
into a sympathizing tenderness with the sheep of Christ, 
however distinguislied one from anodier in this world ; 
and the like diq>06ition appeared to spread over others in 
the meeting. Great is the goodness of the Lord toward 
his poor creatures. 

An epistle went forth from this Yeariy Meeting, which I 
think good to give a place in this journal ; being as follows : 

"From the Yearly Meeting held at Philadelphia, for 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, from the 22nd day of 
the ninth month, to the 28th day of the same, inclusive, 
1759. 

^ To the Quarterly and Monthly Jdeetings ofFrkmds iehmf 

ing to the said Yearly Meeting. 

« Dearly beloved friends and brethren. 
<f In an awful sense of the wisdom and goodnen of 
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ttie Lord oor God, ^irtioie lender nercies have long been 
oommiied to us in this land, we affectionately salate yon, 
wi& fiuioefe and fervent desires, that we may reverently 
regakl the dispensi^ns of his providence, and improve 
under them< 

« The empires and kingdoms of the earth are subject 
to his Almighty power. He is the God of the spirits of 
all flesh; an4 deals with his people agreeaUy to that 
wisdom, the depth whereof is to ns unsearchable. We 
in these provinces, may say he hath, as a gracious and 
tmd&c Parent, dealt bountifully with us, even from the 
days of oux fetheie. It was he who strengthened them 
to labottf thjcough the difficulties attending die improve- 
ment of a wilderness, and/ made way for them in the 
hearts of the natives; so that by them th^ were com- 
forted in times of want and distress. It was by tlie 
gracious influences of his holy Spirit, that they were £s^ 
posed to work righteousness, and walk uprightly one 
lowards^ anothec, and towards the natives, and in life aaid 
conversation to manifest the excellency of the prineiplea 
«md doctrines of the Christian religion ; and thereby they 
retain their esteem and friendship. Whilst they were 
labouring for the necessaries of life, many of them were 
fervently engaged to promote piety and virtue in thfe 
earth, and to educate their children in the fear of the 
Lord. 

" If we carefolly consider the peaceable measures pur- 
sued in the first settlement of the land, and that freedom 
from the desolations of wars, which for a long time we 
enj^ed, we i^all find ourselves under strong obligations 
to the Almighty, who, when the earth is so generally 
polluted with wiei»dnC8% gave us a being in a part so 
gigBaHfjr<> fa r o fci iad with tranquffiity and plent?f, and in 



juam OF JOBW woouuv. 101 

wUidi the gjbd tidtogs of tke 6o«pel irf" Caviit aie «o 
fiedy pttUiahed, that we may justly say wkh the paaiwi^M*^ 

< What shall we render unto the Lord lor all his benefiti?^ 

^ Our own real good, and the good of our posterMj 
in some measure depend on the part we act ; and it nearly 
concerns us to try our foundations impartially. Smdk 
are the different rewards of the just aad unjust in a fiitnie 
state, that to attend diligently to the dictates of the spirit 
(^ Christ, to devote, ourselves to his service and engage 
ferently in his cause, during our short stay in this world, 
is a choice well becoming a free intelligent creature* 
We shall thus clearly see and consider Ihat the dealings 
of God with mankind in a national ciqpacity , as recorded 
in holy writ, sufficiently evidence the truth of that saying, 

< it is righteousness which exalteth a nation ;' and though 
he doth not at all times suddenly execute his judgments 
on a sinful people in this life, yet we see by many 
instances, that where < men follow lying vanities, they 
tomke their own mercies.' As a proud selfish spirit 
prevails and spreads among a people, so partial judg* 
ment, oppression, discord, envy and confusion increase, 
and provinces and kingdoms are made to drink the cup 
of adversity as a reward of their own doings. Thus the 
inspired prophet, reasoning with the degenerated Jews, 
saith, < Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee : know therefore, that it 
is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the 
Iiord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the 
Lord God of hosts.' 

<« The God of our fathers, who hath bestowed on us 
many benefits, furnished a table for us in the wilderness, 
and made the deserts and solitary places to rejoice, doth 
now mercifully call upon us to serve him m<Nre faithfiiUy, 

i2 
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We maj tealy iay wMi ttie prophet, < k is Ub rekse wUbh 
cri^ to the citj, and men of wisdom see Ins name: 
They regard the rod^ and him who hsth iqipoiDted it.^«-« 
Peofde who look chiefly at things outward, too litde eon- 
aider the original eause of the present tronUes.; butsueh 
who fear the Lord, and tfaink often upon his name, they 
see and feel that a wrong spirit is spreading among the 
inhidE)kaiits of our countiy ; that the hearts of many are 
waxed fiit, and their ears dull of hearing ; that the Most 
H^h, in his viatations to us, instead of calling, lifteth 
up las roice and crieth ; he crieth to our country, and 
his voice waxeth louder and louder. In former wars 
between the English and other nations, since the settle^ 
ment of our provinces, the calamities attending them 
have fisdlen chiefly on other places, but of late they have 
reached our bonders. Many of our fellow*subjects have 
sufiered on and near our frontiers, some have be^ slain 
in battle, some killed in their bouses, and sobie in their 
fields ; some wounded and left in great miseiy, and o&sm 
separated from their wives and little children, who -have 
been carried captives among the Indians* We have' 
seen men and women, who have been 'witnesses ci these 
scenes of sorrow, and being reduced to want, have come 
to our houses addng relief. It is nc^ long since it was 
the ease of many young men in one of these provinces 
to be drafted, in order to be taken as soldiers. Some 
were at that time in great distress, and had occai^on to 
consider that' their lives had been too little conformable 
to the purity and spirituality of that religion which we 
pf ofess, and found themselves too litde acqusiinted with 
tbatinwUrd humility, in which true £ofrtitude4o endure 
hardness for the Truth^s sake is ^jqierieneed. Many 
parents were conceined for their children, and in that 
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twe Qf taoal wa» led to cQimiofy Aal Atir c«e to g^ 
outward treasure for them^ bftd been gieater thun thair 
care for their settlemeut in that religion which ovucifitlh 
to the world) and enableth to bear a* dear testiaaaj to 
the peaceable gpvenuoent of the Messiah. These tim»- 
bles ar« removed, and for a time wre are rci aa ocd fraai 
them. 

<< Let us not forget that < the Most Higjh hadi kis mj 
in the deep, in clouds and in thick daiknesa^*-^tlMt it is 
his voice which crieth to the city and to the oeontrjr; 
and oh ! that these loud and awakening cries, may have 
a proper effect upon us, that heavier ohastiseaieBt may 
not become necessary ! For though things, as to the 
outward, may for a short time afford a pleasing prospaet ; 
yet while a selfish spirit, that is not subject to the cmas 
of Christ, contmueth to spread and prevail, there can be 
no long continuance in outward peace and tranquillity. 
If we desire an inheritance incorruptible, and to be at 
rest in that state of peace and haj^iness, which ever 
continues; if we desire in this life to dwell under the 
favour and protection of that Almighty Being, whose 
habitation is in holiness, whose ways are all equal aad 
whose anger is now kindled, because of our backslidingB ; 
let us then awfully regard these beginnings of his soie 
judgments, and with abasement and humiliation turn to 
him whom we have offended. 

<< Contending with one equal in strength, is an uneasy 
ex^cise; but if the Lord becomes our enemy, if wis 
persist to contend with him who is omnipotent, our oveiw 
throw will be unavoidable. 

<< Do we feel an affectionate r^ard to posterity ; and 
are we employed to promote their happiness ^ Do our 
minds in. things outward, look beyond our own dissolu- 
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tion; and aie we coatriying for the prosperity of our 
children after ua ? Let us then like wise builders, lay 
the foundation deep ; and by our constant uniform regard 
to inward piety and virtue, let them see that we really 
value it. Let us labour in the fear of the Lord, that 
tiieir innocent minds, while young and tender, may be 
preserved from corruption ; that as they advance in age, 
they may rightly understand their true interests, may 
consider the uncertainty of temporal things, and above 
all,.have their hope and confidence firmly settled in the 
blessing of that Almighty Being who inhabits eternity, 
and preserves and supports the world. 

<< Li all our cares about worldly treasures, let us steadily 
bear in mind, that riches possessed by children who do 
not truly serve God, are likely to prove snares that may 
grievously entangle them in that spirit of selfishness and 
exaltation, which stands in opposition to real peace and 
happiness; and renders those enemies to the cross of 
Christ, who submit to the influence of it. 

"To keep a watchful eye towards real objects of 
charity, to visit the {)oor in their lonesome dwelling- 
, places, to comfort those who, through the dispensations 
of Divine Providence, are in strait and painful circum- 
stances in this life, and steadily to endeavour to honour 
Qod with our substance, from a real sense of the love of 
Christ influencing our minds thereto, is more likely to 
bring a blessing to our children, and will afibrd more 
satisfaction to a Christian favoured with plenty, than an 
earnest desire to collect much wealth to leave behind us ; 
for < here we have no continuing city ;' may we therefore 
diligently < seek one that is to come, whose builder and 
maker is God.' 

<( < Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
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soever things are jtuft, ^fvhatsoerer liiingB aore pare,^«lig|- 

floever tilings are Idvelj, whirtsoever things are of good 

re{M)rt; if there be anyTirtae, if there be any pndse, 

think on these things and do them, and the God of peace 

shall be with yon.' 

"Signed by appointment, and on behalf of oar nid 
meeting, by seren Friends.'' 

On the 28th day of the eleventh month, in the year 
1759, 1 was at the Quarterly Meeting in Backs county. 
This day being the meeting of ministers and elders, my 
heart was enlarged in die love of Jesns Christ; and the 
favour of the Most Hig^ was extended to ns in that and 
the ensuing meeting. 

I had conversation at my lodging, with my beldved 
Mend Samuel Eastbum ; who* expressed a concern to 
join ini a visit to some Friends in that county who had 
negroes ; and as I had felt a draught in my mind to that 
work in the said county, I came home and put things in 
order. On the 11th day of the twelAh month following, 
I went over the river ; and on the next day was at Buck- 
ingham meeting; where, through die descendings of 
heavenly dew, my mind was comforted and drawn into 
near unity with the flock of Jesus Christ. 

Entering upon this visit appeared weighty; and before 
I left home my mind was often sad ; under which exer* 
cise I felt at times, the Holy Spirit which helps our in- 
firmities ; through which, in private, my prayers were at 
times put up to God, that he would please to purge me 
from all selfishness, that I might be strengthened to dis^ 
charge my duty fiutfafuily, how hard soever to the natnral 
part. We proceeded on the visit in a wdghty frame of 
i^rarit, and went to the houses of the most active mem* 
hers dirou^iout the comity who had negroes ; and through 
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the goodness of tiie Lord, my mind was preserved in 
'pesignition in times of trial," and though the work was 
hard to nslare, yet through the strength of that love which 
is stros^r than death, tenderness of heart was often felt 
amongst us in our visits, and we parted from several fami- 
lies with greater satisfaction than we expected. 

We visited Joseph White's family, he being in Eng- 
land ; had also a family sitting at the house of an elder 
who bore us company, and was at Makefield on a first- 
day; at all which times my heart was truly thankful to 
the Lord, who was graciously pleased to renew his loving 
knidiiess to us, his poor servants, uniting us together in 
his work. 

In the winter of this year, the smallpox being in our 
town, and many being ^culated, of which a few died, 
some things were opened in my mind, which I wrote a^ 
fdk>w: 

The more fully our lives are conformable to .the will of 
God, the better it is for us". I have looked on the small- 
pox as a messenger from the Almighty, to be an assistant 
in the cause of virtue, and to incite us to consider whether 
we employ our time in such things only as are consistent 
widi perfect wisdom- and goodness. 

Building houses suitable to dwell in, for ourselves and 
our creatures ; preparing clothing suitable for the climate 
and season, and food convenient, are duties incumbent 
on us : and under these general heads, are many branches 
of business, in which we may venture health and life, as 
necessity may require. 

This disease being in a house, and my business call- 
ing me to go near it, it incites me to think, whether this 
business is a real indispensable duty ; whether it is not 
in conformity to some custom which would be better 



laid aside; or whetto it docs aot proceed Snm tea 
eager a puisuit after outward tieanuew If the b uai i MM 
before me springs oot from a clear uadentandiag, and m 
xt^iard to that use of things whidi perfect wisdom ap- 
proves; to be brought to a sense of it, and sto^yed im 
my pursuit, is a kindness ; Ifbr when I proceed to busH 
ness without some eyidence of duly, I hare found by 
esperience, that it tends to weakness. 
> If I am so situated that there aj^ears no piobahHilgr 
of missing the infection, it tends to make me think^ 
whether my manner of life in things outward, has nothing 
in it which may unfit my body to receive this messenger, 
in a way the most favoutable to me. Do I use food and 
drink in no other sort, and in no odier degiee, than was 
designed by Him who gave these creatures Cor ovur susft* 
nance ? Do I never abuse my body by inordinate U^ 
hour, striving to accomplish some end which I httfe 
unwisely proposed ? Do I use actk>n enough in some 
useful employ ? Or do I sit too much idle, whUe some 
persons nvho hbour to support me, have too great a 
share of it ? If in any of these things I am deficient, to 
be incited to consider it, is a favour to me. * 

Employment is necessary in social life ; and this in- 
faction which often proves mortal, incites me to think, 
whether these social acts of mine are real duties : if I go 
on a visit to the widows and fatherless, do I go purely 
on a principle of charity, free from any selfidi views? 
If I go to a religious meeting, it puts me on thinking, 
whether I go in sincerity and a clear sense of duty ; or 
whether it is not partly in conformity to custom, or partly 
from a sensible delight which my animal spirits feel in 
the company of other people; and whether to support 
my reputation as a religious man, has no share in it. 
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D» aiaim nlating to cavil mmttjf call me aiear diis 
kfiBctioii ? If I go^ it 18 at dM hasard of my health a&d 
life ; and it hecw ae a me to dunk seiioodj, whether hfve 
to Truth and righteousness is the motive of my attend* 
ing; vshedier the manner of proeeediaf; is dtogether 
efoitable ; or whether ought of naitowness, par^ in** 
tefest, respect to outward dignities, names or distinctions 
among men, stains the beauty of those assemblies, and 
renders it doubtful ia point of duty, vriiether a disciple 
of Christ ought to attoid as a member united to the body 
or not. 

Whenever there are blemishes which remain for a 
scffies of time, that which .is a means of stirring us up to 
look attenttvdy on these blenushes, aiid to labour ac- 
cording to our capacities, to have health and soundness 
restored in our country, we may jusdy account a kmd<> 
BOSS from our gracious Father, who appointed that mean. 

The care of a. wise and good man for his only son, is 
infimor to the regard of the great Parent of the universe 
for Ins creatures. He hath die command of all the 
powers and operations in nature ; and « doth not afflict 
wilGngly, nor grieve the diildren of men :" chastisement 
i^ is intended for instcuction, and instruction being received 
by gentle diastisement, greater calamities are prevented. 

By an earthquake, hundreds of houses are sometimes 
flhaken down in a few minutes, and multitudes of people 
perish suddenly; and many more being crufidied and 
bruised in the ruins of the buildings, pine away and die 
in great misery. 

By the breaking in of enraged, merciless armies, 
flourishing countries have been laid waste, great numbers 
of people have perished in a short time, and many more 
been pressed with poverty and grief. 
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By &e peslileiioe, peopk have iatd so fiat m a ei^, 
tkat thrmig^ fear, grief «id cenfiuion, diose in heaMh 
have fouttd fpeat dificiilty in bmjiiig the dead, even 
without coffins. 

By fiunine, great numbecs of people, in some places, 
have been brought to the utmost distress, and pined 
away for want of the necessaries of Ufe. Thas, wheie 
the kind invitations and gentle chastisements of a gra- 
cious God have not been attended to, his sore judgments 
have at times, been poured out upon people. 

While some rules approved in civil society, and con- 
formable to human policy, so called, are distinguishable 
from the purity of Truth and righteousness ; while many, 
pxofiesmng Truth, are dc^clining from that ardent krve and 
heavenly*mindednes8, which were amongst the primitive 
followers of Jesus Christ, it is a time for us to attend 
c£3igently to the intent of every chastisement, land eon-^ 
sider the most deep and inward design of them. 

The Most High doth not often speak widi an outward 
voice to our outward ears ; but if we humUy meditate 
on his perfections, consider that he is perfect wisdom 
and goodness, and that to afflict his creatures to no pur- 
pose, would be utterly averse to lus nature, we shall hear 
and understand his language, both in his gentle and more 
lueavy chastisements ; and take heed that we do not, in 
the wisdom of this worid, endeavour to escape his hand 
by means too powerful for us. 

Had he endowed men with understanding to hinder 
the force of this disease by innocent means, which had 
newr proved mortal nor hurtful to our bodies, such dis- 
covery might be considered as the period of chastise- 
ment by this distemper, where that knowledge extended. 

But as life and health are his gifts, and not to be dis- 

E 
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posed of in our own wiUa, to take upon us, ^en in 
health, a distemper of which some die, requires great 
ekamess of knowledge, that it is our duty to do so. 



CHAPTER VII. 

His Yifiit in company with Samuel Eastbum, to Long Island, 
Rhode Island; Boston, &c., in New England^ — ^Remarks on 
the slaye trade at Newport, and his exercise on that ac- 
count 'j also on lotteries — Some observations on the island of 
Nantucket. 

Having for some time past felt a sympathy in my 
mind with Friends eastward, I opened my concern in 
our Monthly Meeting ;^ and obtaining a certificate, set 
forward on the 17th day of the fourth month, in the year 
1760, joining in. company, by a previous agreement^ 
with my beloved fnend Samuel Eastbum. We had 
meetings at Woodbridge, Rahway and Plainfield ; and 
were at their Monthly Meeting of ministers and elders in 
Rahway. We laboured under some discouragement; 
but through the invisible power of Truth, our visit was 
made reviving to the lowly-minded, with whom I felt a 
near unity of spirit, being much reduced in my mind. 
We passed on and visited most of the meetings on Long 
Island. It was my concern from day to day, to say no 
more jior less than what the Spirit of Truth opened in 
me, being jealous over myself, lest I should speak any 
thing to make my testimony look agreeable to that mind 
in people, which is not in pure obedience to the cross 
of Christ. 

The spring of the ministry was often low ; and throu^ 
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the subjecting power of Troth, we w«re kept low widi 
it ; ami from place to place, such whose hearts were 
truly concerned for the cause of Christ, appeared to be 
comforted in our labours ; and though it was in general 
a time of abasement of the creature, yet through His 
goodness, who is a helper of the poor, we had some truly 
edifying seasons both in meetings and in families where 
we tarried ; and sometimes found strength to labour ear- 
nestly with the unfaitibful, especially with those whose 
station in families, or in the Society was such, that their 
exa^ople had a powerful tendency to open the way for 
others to go aside from the purity and soundness of the 
blessed Truth. At Jericho, on Long Island, I wrote 
home as follows : 

" 24th of the Fourth month, 1760. 

<< Dearly beloved wife, 

c(W]& are favoured with health; haye been at sundry 
meeting in East Jersey, and on this island : my mind 
hath been much in an inward watchful frame since I left 
thee, greatly desiring that our proceedings may be singly 
m the will of our heavenly Father. 

« As the present appearance of things is not joyous, I 
have been much shut up from outward cheerfulness, re- 
membering that promise, ^ Then shalt thou delight thy- 
self in the Lord.' As this, from day to day, has been 
revived in my memory, I have considered that his inter- 
nal presence on our minds, is a delight of all otl^ers the 
most pure ; and that the honest-hearted not only delist 
in this, but in the effect of it upon them. He who re- 
gavds the helpless and distressed, reveals his love to bis 
children under affliction, and they delight in beholding 
his benevolence, and feeling Divine chari^ moving upon 
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diem. Of this I may speak a little ; for though, since I 
left you, I have often found an engaging love and affec- 
tion toward thee and my daughter, and friends about 
home, that going out at this time, when sickness is so 
great amongst you, is a trial upon me ; yet I often re- 
member there are many widows and fatherless, many 
who have poor tutors, many who have evil examples be- 
fore them, and many whose minds are in captivity ; for 
whose sake my heart is at times moved with compassion, 
that I feel my mind resigned to leave you for a season, 
to exercise ihht gift which the Lord hath bestowed on 
me ; whieb>. though small, compared with some, yet in 
/this I rejoice, that I feel love unfeigned toward my fel- 
low-creatures. I recommend you to the Almighty, who^ 
I trust, cares for you ; and under a sense of his heavenly 
love, remain 

a Thy loving husband, 

« J. W." 

We eiossed ft'om the east end of Long Island to New 
London, about thirty miles, in a large open boat ; while 
we were out, the wind rising high, the waves several 
times beat over us, and to me it appeared dangerous ; 
but my mind was at that time, turned to Him who made 
and governs the deep, and my life was resigned to him : 
and as he was mercifully pleased to preserve us, I had 
fresh occasion to consider every day as a day lent to me ; 
and felt a. renewed engagement to devote my time and 
all I had to Him who gave it. 

We had five meetings in Narraganset ; and went theiice 
to Newport on Bhode Island. Our graeious Father pre- 
served us in an humble dependence on him through deep 
exercifles, tbat were mortifying to the creaturely will. In' 
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serarsd fiaoauUes in the country where we lodged, I fidt 
an engagement on my mind to have a, conference with 
them in private concerning their slaves; and throug^i 
Divine aid, I was favoured to give up thereto. Though, 
in this concern, I appear singular from many whose 
service in traveUing I believe is greater than mine, I do 
not think hard of them for omitting it; nor do I repine 
at having so unpleasant a task assigned me, but look 
with awfulness to Him, who appoints to his servants their 
reqpective employments, and is good to all who serve 
him sincerely. 

We got to Newport in the evening, and on the next 
day visited two sick persons, and had comfortable sittings 
with them ; and in the afternoon attended the burial of a 
Friend. 

The next day we were at meetings at Newport, in the 
forenoon and afternoon ; where the spring of the ministry 
was opened, and strength given to declare the word of 
life to the people. 

The next day we went on our journey; but the great 
number of slaves in these parts, and the continuance of 
timt trade from thence to Guinea, made a deep impres« 
sion on me ; and my cries were often put up to my 
heavenly Father in secret, that he would enable me to 
dischai^ my duty faithfully, in such way as he might be 
{leased to point out to me. 

We took Swansea, Freetown and Tannton, in our 
way to Boston ; where also we had a meeting ; our ex* 
ercise was deep, and the love of Truth prevailed, for 
which I bless the Lord. We went eastward about eighty 
miles beyond Boston, taking meetings, and were in a 
good degree preserved in an humble dependence on that 
arm which drew us out ; and though we had some hard 

k2 
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labour with the disobedient, laying things dosely home 
to suck as wece stout against the Truth ; yet through the 
goodness of God, we had at times to partake of heavenly 
comfort with them who were meek, and were often 
£aiyoured to part with Friends in the nearness of true 
Gosfpel fellowship. We returned to Boston, and had 
another comfortable opportunity with Friends there ; and 
thence, rode back a day's journey eastward of Boston. — 
Our guide being a heavy man, and the weather hot, 
and my companion and I considering it, expressed our 
freedom to go on without him, to which he consented, 
and we respectfully took our leave of him; we did 
this, believing, the journey would be hard to him and his 
horse. 

We visited the meetings in those parts, and were mea^ 
surably baptized into a feeling of the state of the Society ; 
and in bowedness of spirit went to the Yearly Meeting 
at Newport; where I understood that a large number of 
slaves had been imported from Africa into that town, and 
were then, on sale by a member of our Society. At this 
meeting we met with John Storer from England, Eliza- 
beth Shipley, Ann Gaunt, Hannah Foster, and Merqr 
Redman from our parts, all ministers of the Gospel, cf 
whose company I was glad. 

At this time my appetite failed, and I grew outwardly 
weak, and had a feeling of the condition of Habbakuk, 
as thus expressed; <( When I heard my belly trembled, 
my lips quivered, I trembled in myself that I mig^ rest 
in the day of trouble.'^ I had many cogitations, and 
was sorely distressed; and was desirous that Friends 
might petition the legislature, to use their endeavoun 
to discourage the future importation of slaves; for I 
saw that this trade was a great evil, and tended to mui- 
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liply tronUes end bring distresses on tlie peofde in those 
* partSy for whose welfare my heart was deeply concerned. 

But I perceived several difficulties in regard to petition- 
ing ; and such was the exercise of my mind, that I thou^ 
of endeavonring to get an*opp(»tunity to speak a few 
words in the House of Assembly, then sitting in town. 
This exercise came upon me in the afternoon, on the 
second day of the Yearly Meeting, and going to bed, I 
got no sleep till my mind was wholly resigned therein ; 
and in tl^ morning I inquired of a Friend how long Ae 
AssemMy were likely to continue sitting ; who told me, 
they were expected to be prorogued that day or the next. 

As I was desirous to attend the business of the meeting, 
and perceived that the Assembly were likely to depart 
before the business was over ; after considerable exercise, 
humbly seeking to die Lord for instruction, my mind 
settled to attend on the business of the meeting. I had 
prepared a short essay of a petition to be presented to the 
legislature, if way opened ; and being informed that there 
were some appointed by that Yearly Meeting, to speak 
with those in authority, in cases relating to the Society, 
I opened my mind to several of them, and showed diem 
the essay I had made ; and afterward opened the case in 
the meetii^ for business, in substance as follows : 

<< I have been under a concern for some time, on ac* 
count of the great number of slaves who are imported into 
this colony. I am aware that it is a tender point to 
speak to, but apprehend I am not clear in the sight of 
li^ven without speaking to it. I hare prepared an essay 
of a petition, if way open, to be presented to the legisla- 
ture ; and what I hscve to propose to this meeting is, that 
some Friends may be named to withdraw and look over 
it, and report whedier they beliere it suitable to be read 
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in the meeting ; if they diould think well of reading it, it 
will remain for the meeting, after hearing it, to consid^ 
whether to take any further notice of it as a meeting or 
not." After a short conference some friends went out, 
and lookifig aver it, expressed their willingness to have 
it read ; which being done, many expressed their unity 
with the proposal ; and some signified, that to have the 
subjects of the petition enlarged upon, and to be signed 
out of meeting by such w^ho were free, would be more 
«iitable than to do it there. Though I expected at first, 
that if it was done it would be in that way ; yet such was 
the exercise of my mind, that to move it in the hearing 
of Friends when assembled, appeared to me a duty. My 
heart yearned toward the inhabitants of these parts ; be- 
lieving that by this trade there had been an increase of 
inquietude amongst them, and a way made easy for the 
spreading of a spirit opposite to that meekness and hu« 
mility, which is a sure resting-place for the soul ; and 
that the continuance of this trade would not only render 
their healing more difficult, but increase their malady. 

Having proceeded thus far, I felt easy to leave the essay 
amongst Friends, for them to dispose of as they believed 
best And now an exercise revived on my mind in re- 
lation to lotteries, which were common in those parts. I 
had moved it in a former sitting of this meeting, when 
arguments were used in favour of Friends being held 
excused, who were only concerned in such lotteries as 
were agreeable to law. ~0n moving it again, it was op- 
posed as before ; but the hearts of some solid Friends 
appeared to be united to discourage the practice amongst 
their members ; and the matter was zealously handled by 
aome on both sides. In this debate it appeared veiy 
ci«ar to me, that the spirit of lotteries was a spirit.of seJ- 
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fishness, which tended to conibsion and daifaiess of an> 
derstanding ; and that pleading for it in our meetings, set 
apart for the Lord's work, was not right : and in the heat 
of zeal, I once made i^ply to what an ancient Friend said, 
and when I sat down, I saw that my words were not enough 
seasoned with charity ; and after this I spoke no more on 
the subject. At length a minute was made ; a copy of 
which was agreed to be sent to their sereral Quarteriy 
Meetings, inciting Friends to labour to discourage the 
practice amongst all professing with us. 

Some time after this minute was made, I remaining 
uneasy with the manner of my speaking to the ancient 
Friend, could not see my way clear to conceal my un- 
easiness, but was concerned that I might say nothing to 
weaken the cause in which I had laboured. After some 
close exercise and hearty repentance that I had not at> 
tended closely to the safe guide, I stood up and reciting 
the passage, acquainted Friends that thou^ I dare not 
go from vrbsA I had said as to the matter, yet I was un- 
easy with the manner of my speaking, believing milder 
language would have been better. As this was uttered 
in some degree of creaturely abasement, it appeared to 
have a good savour amongst us, after a warm debate. 

The Yearly Meeting being now over, there remained 
on my mind a secret, though heavy exercise in regard to 
some leading active members about Newport, being in 
the practice of slave-keeping. This I mentioned to two 
ancient Friends who came out of the country, and pro- 
posed to them, if way opened, to have some conversation 
with those Friends : and thereupon, one of those country 
Friends and I, consulted one of the most noted elders 
who had slaves ; and he, in a respectful manner, encour^ 
aged me to proceed to clear mysdf of vdiat lay upon me. 
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I had had, near the beginning of the Yearly Meeting, a 
private conference with this elder and his wife, concern- 
ing theirs ; so that the way seemed clear to me, to advise 
with him about the manner of proceeding. I told him, 
I was free to have a conference with them all together in 
a private house ; or if he thought they would take it un- 
kind to be asked to come together, and to be spoken 
with in the hearing of each other, I was free to spend 
some time among them, and visit them all in their own 
houses. He expressed his liking to the first proposal, 
not doubting their willingness to come together ; 'and as 
I proposed a visit to ministers, elders and overseers only ; 
he named some others, whom he desired might be pre- 
sent also. As a carefiil messenger was wanted to ac- 
quaint them in a proper manner, he offered to go to all 
fheir houses to open the matter to them ; and did so. — 
About the eighth hour next morning, we met in the 
meeting-house chamber, and the last-mentioned country 
Friend, also my companion and John Storer, with us ; 
when, after a short time of retirement, I acquainted them 
with the steps I had taken in procuring that meeting, 
opened the concern I was under, and we proceeded to a 
free conference upon the subject. My exercise was heavy, 
and I was deeply bowed in spirit before the Lord, who 
was pleased to favour with the seasoning virtue of Truth, 
which wrought a tenderness amongst us ; and the sub- 
ject was mutually handled in a calm and peaceable 
^irit. At length feeling my mind released from the 
burthen which I had been under, I took my leave of 
them in a good degree of satisfaction ; and by the ten- 
derness they manifested in regard to the practice, and 
.the concern several of them expressed in relation to the 
B^anner of disposing of their negroes after their decease, 
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I belieyed that a good exercis& was spreading amoagal 
them ; and I am humbly thankful to God, who suppoited 
my mind, and preserved me in a good degree of resig* 
nation through these trials. 

Thou, who sometimes travels in the work of the minis* 
try, and art made very welcome by thy friends, and 
many tokens of their satis&ction, in having thee for 
guest ; it is good for thee to dwell deep, that thou mayesi 
feel and understand the spirits of people. If we believe 
Truth points towards a conference on some subjects, in a 
private way, it is needful for us to take heed that their 
kindness, their freedom and aflability, do not hinder us 
from the Lord's work. I have seen, that in the midst of 
kindness and smooth conduct, to speak close and home 
to them who entertain us, on points that relate to their 
outward interest, is hard labour ;' and sometimes vrhen I 
have felt Truth lead toward it, I have found myself diik 
qualified by a superficial friendship. As the sense thereof 
hath abased me, and my cries have been to the Lord, I 
have bee~n humbled and made content to appear weak, 
or as a fool for his sake ; and thus a door hath opened 
to enter upon it. To attempt to do the Lord's work in 
our own way, and to speak of that which is the burthen 
of the word, in a way easy to the natural part, doth not 
reach the bottom of the disorder. To see tiie failings of 
our friends, and think hard of them, without opening that 
which we ought to open, and still carry a face of friendship, 
this tends to undermine the foundation of true unity. 

The office of a minister of Christ is weighty ; and 
they who now go forth as watchmen, had need to be 
steadily on their guard against the snares of prosperity 
and an outside friendship. 

After the Yearly Meeting we were at meetings at New- 



tcmn, Aduhnet, Cudmet, Iiong Plam^ Rocheilitf wd 
Dartmouth. From thence we sailed for Nantucket) m 
company with Ann Gaunt and Mercy Redman, and seixe* 
ral other Friends : the wind being slacks we only reached 
Tarpawling Cove the first day ; where, goixkg on shore, 
we found room in a public house, and beds for a few of 
us, the rest sleeping on the floor. We went on board 
again about break of day; and though the wind was 
small, we were &Toured to come within about four miles 
of Nantucket; and about ten of us getting into our boat, 
we rowed to the harbour before dark ; whereupon a lai^ 
boat going ofl*, brou^t in the rest of the passengers 
about midnight The next day but one was their Yearly 
Meeting, which held four days ; the last of which was 
the Monthly Meeting for business. We had a laborious 
time amongst them; our minds were closely exercised, 
and I believe it was a time of great searching of h^ut: 
the longer I was on the island, the more J became sen»<* 
ble that there was a considerable number of valuable 
Friends there^ though an evil spirit tending to strife, had 
been at work amongst them. I was cautious of making 
any visits, but as my mind was particularly drawn to 
them ; and in that way we had some sittings in Friend's 
houses, where the heavenly wing was at times spread 
over us, to our mutual comfort. 

My beloved companion had very acceptable service ofi 
this island. 

When meeting was over, we all agreed to sail the nexl 
day, if the weather was suitable and we well ; and being 
called up the latter part of the night, we went on board 
a vessel, being in all about fifty; but the wind changing^ 
the seamen thought best to stay in the harbour till k 
altered; so we returned on shore. Feeling clear as to 
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wmf ht^mr yiimta^ I sfett my time in fmt ehamber diiefly 
lAow; and aft«r some hofoni, my hetft being fiHed yinA 
ike spjiif of supplication, way prayers vad tears vrere 
poured out befefe my heaveiJy Fafliery for his help and 
inatrtction in Hht manifold d^ulties vrYdeh attaided me 
in life. While I was^inittng upon the Ldrd, there came 
a messei^ier from the women Friends, niio lodged at 
nmther house, desiring to confer with us about iqppoint- 
ing a meeting, which to me appeared weighty, as we had 
bec» at so many before ; but after a short confeience, and 
advising with some dderiy Friends, a meeting was ap» 
pointed, in winch the Friend who first mored it, and who 
had been- much shut up before, was largely opened in 
the lore of the QoapeL The next morning about break 
^ ^Jy g<^ii^ again on board the vessel, we reached 
Fdmouth on the main befwe night; where our horses 
bang Wught, we proceeded towards Sandwich Quar* 
ttrly Meeting. ^ 

Being two days in going to Nantucket, and having 
been there once before, I observed many sboab in their 
bay, whidi make sailing more dangerous, especially in 
stomiy nights; also, that a great shoal, yAkk encloses 
dieir harbour, prevents their going in with sloops, except 
when the tide is up. Waiting without this shoal for the 
rising of the tide, is sometimes hanardous in storms: 
wuting within, they sometimes miss a fidr wind. I took 
notice that on this small island was a great number of 
inhabitants, smd the soO not very ferlfle ; tiie timber so 
gone, that for vessels, fences and firewood, they depend 
dneBy on the buying from the main ; to answer the cost 
whereof, with most of their other expenses, tibey depend 
principally upon the w^hale fishery. I considered tibat as 

towns grew larger, and lands near navigaMe waters wee 
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more cleared, it would mqaiie aofe laboar to gettiiilMr 
and wood. I understood that tbe whales being flmdi 
Imnted, and sometimes wounded and not killed, grew 
more shy and difficult to come at : I conadered that the 
formation of the earth, the seas, the iidands, bays and 
riters, the motion of the winds and great waters, which 
cause bars and shoals in particular places, were all the 
works of Hun -who is perfect wisdom and goodness ; and 
as people attend to his heavenly instruction, and put their 
trust in him, he provides for them in all parts, where he 
gives them a being. In this visit to these people, I felt 
a strong desire for their firm establishment on the sure 
foundation ; and besides what was said more publicly, I 
was concerned to speak widi the women Friends, in their 
Monddy Meeting of business, many being present ; and 
in the fresh spring of pure lo?e, to open before them the 
advantage, both inward and outward, of attending smgly 
to the pure guidance of the Holy Spirit, and therein to 
educate their children in true humility, and the disuse of 
all superfluities, reminding them of the difficulties their 
husbands and sons were frequently exposed to at sea; 
and that the more plain and simple their way of livii^ 
was, the less need there would be of running great 
hazards to support them in it. I encouraged the young 
women in their neat decent way of attending themselves 
on the affidrs of the house ; showing, as the way opened, 
that where people w«re truly humble, used themselves to 
business, and were content with a plain way of life, it 
bad ever been attended with more true peace and calm^ 
ness of mind, than they have had who, aspiring to great* 
ness and outwsurd show, have grasped hard for an income 
to support themselves in it. As I observed they had£9W 
or n:o daves amongst them, I had to encourage them to 
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he ooiteDt widioot Ifem ; makiag mcttlion of tke mwne^* 
.ova trodbks and rtiationa) yAkt frequetttly attend tfie 
ainds of peopie, who dqpend on akres lo do Aeir 
Jabour. 

We attended the Qnaiterly Meeting at Sandwich, in 
company with Ann Gaunt and Mercy Redman, whidi 
.was preceded by a Monthly Meeting, and in the whok 
held three days. We were, in Tarious ways exercised 
amongst them in Gospel love, according to the several 
gifts bestowed on us; and were at times, overshadowed 
with the virtue of Truth, to the comfort of the sincere 
and ti^ stirring up of the ne^igent. Here we parted 
with Ann and i/lercjj and went to Rhode Island, taking 
one meeting in our way, which was a. satisfactory time; 
^and reaching Newport: the evening before thdr Quarterly 
Meelmg, we attended it; and after that had a meeting 
widi our young people, separated from those of other 
societies. We went through much labour in this town; 
and now in taking leave of it, thou^ I felt close inward 
exercise to the last, I found peace; and was in some 
degree comforted in a belief, that a good number remain 
in that place, who retain a sense of Truth ; and that there 
are some young people attentive to the voice of the hea- 
venly She]Aerd. The last meeting in which Friends from 
the severed parts of the quarter came tc^ther, was select ; 
and through the renewed manifestation of the Father's 
love, the hearts of the sincere were united together. 

That poverty of spirit and inward weakness, with 
which I was much tried during the fot*e part of this jour- 
ney, has of late appeared to me to be a dispensation 
of kindness. Appointing meetings never appeared more 
weighty to me. I was lead into deep search, whether in 
all things my mind was resigned to the will of God ; 



often querying with mysdf, what du>iild be the osme of 
0iiGh inward poverty; and greatly desired that no aecrot 
reserve in my heart might hinder my access to the Divine 
Ibantain. In these humbling times I was made watckfal^ 
And excited to att^id to the secret movingB of die hea- 
venly principle in my mind which prepared the wi^ to 
some duties, that in more easy and proi^erous times as 
to the outward, I believe I should have been in danger 
of omitting. 

From Newport we went to Greenwich, Shantkmt and 
Warwick; and were helped to labour amongst Friend 
in the love of our gracious Redeemer; and then, ae* 
companied by our frigid John Casey from Newport, we 
rode durough Cqnnecttcut to Oblong, visited the meet* 
ings of Friends in those parts, and thence proceeded to 
the Quarteriy Meeting at Ryewoods; and dtrou^ tfie 
gracious extendings of Divine help, had some seasoning 
opportunities in those places. We visited Friends ttt 
NewYoik and Flushing; and thence to Rahwny; and 
here our roads partmg, I took leave of my bdoved com* 
panion and true yoke-mate Samud Eastbinn ; and reached 
home on the 1:0th day of the eighth month, 1760, where 
I found my femily well : and for the favours and pro^ 
tection of the Lord, both inward and outward, extended 
to me in this journey, my heart is humbled in gratefol 
acknowledgments ; and I find renewed desires to dwell 
and walk in resignedness before him. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ffisTiflits to Fttauyinuiis, Shiemfbarf and 8qiiaa**paUitliMtk« 
flaoood part of his Gamidomtioaf oa kmppa^ ocfyo o o T ho 
gBQiwdf of his appeanog in some roapects wngnlar la hia 
dress — ^visits the families of Friends of Ancocas and Mount 
Holly meetings — ^visit to the Indians at Wehaloosing on the 
- river Susquehanna. 

Having felt my mind dmwD toward avkittoafew 
i»eelmga in Pean^lvania, I was Teiy d«»o«B to be 
K^tly inslructed as to the tine oi setting off. On the 
10th day of the fifth months 1761, being the first-day of 
tbe week, I went to Haddonfield meetings conchiding to 
aee^ for heavenly instruction, and to come home or go 
OB, as I mig^t then, believe beat for me ; and there, 
tkorougfa the lepriaging op of pore love, I felt encouragpa- 
ment, and so crossed the river. In this visit I was at two 
Quarterly and three Monthly Meetings; and in tbe lore 
of Troth, felt my way open to labour with some noted 
Friends who kept negroes ; and as I was favoured to kec^ 
to the root, and endeavoured to discharge what I believed 
was required of me, I found inward peace therein from 
time to time ; and thankfulness of heart to the Lmrd, who 
was graciously pleased to be a guide to me* 

In the eighth mouth, 1761, having felt drawings in my 
mind to visit Friends in and about Shrewsbury, I went 
there, and was at their Monthly Meetbg, and the meet* 
ing on firsMay ; had a meeting at Squan, and another 
* at Squankum ; and as way opened, had conversation with 
some noted Friends concerning their skves : and I re- 
turned home in a thankful aense of the goodness of the 

Lord, 
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From the care I had firit growing in me for some yeats, 
1 wrote CoiMsideflations on keeping Negroes, part Ute 
second ; which was printed during this year 1762. When 
the orerseesB of <^ press had done wHh it^^bey oStnti 
%o get a onmber piinted, to be paid^foc^ out ot die- Yearly 
Meeting stocky and to be giten away; t(ut I bongmost 
easy to publish them at my own expense, and offering 
my reasons they appeared satisfied. 

This stock is the contribution of the members of our 
neligioos Society in general; amongst whom are some 
who keep negroes, and being inclined to continue them 
in skvciy, axe not hkely to be satisfied wtft those boohs 
being qpiead aiaoiif^ a people where msny of the shtTes 
are taag^ to iwad, and especially at their expense; and 
sisch receiving them as a gift, often conceal daem. But 
as they who asake a punehase, generally buy tteit wfaieh 
th^«harre a mind for, I believed it best to sell them; 
expeetiog, by that rneans,^ they woidd'Siore generally 'be 
vcad with- attention. Ad^^^tisempents bei^ sri^ned by 
osder of Ae overseers of the pi«ss^ directed to be read 
in Monthly Meetiags of bushiess wi&in our own Yearly 
Meeting, informing where the books were, and that the 
price waa no mote dnn the cost of pmiting and bincfing 
them; anany were taken crfl^ in our parts; some I aenttd 
Virginia, some to New York, and- some to Newport, to 
Wf acqnaiatance these; and some I kepty expecting to 
gire part «tf them awl^, where there appeared a ppoeqpect 
<tf a»vice. 

In^my youHi I wasiised to hand labour; »id though I 
was middling healthy, yet my nature was not fitled to ' 
endure so much as maoy otbeia* Being often wteaiy, I 
was prepared to QrmpaAcBe with those wbose^ cireum- 
stances in life, as free m«n, required constant kbour t^ 
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u&der oppmmon. In the mhi wiiiif f of bod3r, wUeh I 
haimmmytisaes felt by too- much kbour, mot as a fenced 
bat a ToluBtary oHpatflsioa, I lutve 4^n. Imma caociled to 
dftink oa the original owiae of tbat ofpnmimi whidi m 
iaafoied oii> ffiany i&/ the workL Dwing the latter pact 
<if tfae time wferein I laboured on our Blantation, nvr 
beart through the fresh vintationa of bearenly lore, being 
often tender} and my kiawe time £»q«ently qient in 
r^uiing the life and doctrines of our blnaed Redeenei^ 
the account of the sufferii^ of martym, Mid Hm hiatoiy 
of the fimt rise of oar Society; a bebef ms gradually 
aettled in my mind, that if auch who hare gieat eatataa^ 
generally Hved in that humility and plaiimftaa ivhieh be* 
iongs to a Christian life, and laid modi eaner rents and 
interests on their lands and moneys, and thas led the way 
to a right use of things, so great a nmnber of 
.might be employed in things use&d, that labour both 
men and other creatures woidd need to be no more than 
agreeable employ ; and dnrers branches of business which 
serve chiefly to please the natural iachnations of our 
minds, and which, at presei^, seem necessary to circulalt 
that weakh which some gadier, might in this way of pure 
wiadctti: be discontinued. As I hare thus considered 
theae things, a queiy at times hath arisen ; Do I in all my 
proceedings, keep, to that use of things which is agree* 
able to lUnEveisal li^iteousness? And then there hath 
£lome degree of sadness at times come over me; because 
I accustomed myself to some things which ocoaaioned 
more kbour than I beltcTe Divine wisdom intends fer uSk 
Srom my early acquaintance with Truth, I have oAitt 
felt an inmrd dislareas, occasioaed by die sliiviii^ oS a 
spirit in me, against the operalnHa of the bearenly prind^ 
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pie; and in. this cueumfltaaiee bare been a&cted yn£ti a 
sokfle of my owol wietcbednesg, and in a mottming con- 
dition felt eacnest longings for that Divine help, which 
brings the soul into true liberty. Sometimes in this state, 
retiring into private places, the spirit of supplication hath 
been given me ; and under a heavenly covering, I have 
asked my gracious Father to give me a heart in all things 
resigned to the direction of his wisdom; and in uttering 
language like this, the thoughts of my wearing hats and 
gannents dyed with a dye hurtful to them, have made 
lasting impressions on me. 

In visiting people of note in the Society who had slaves, 
and labouring with them in brotherly love on that account, 
I have seen, and the sight has affected me, that a con* 
fomity to some customs distiaguishable from pure wis. 
dom, has entangled many ;. and that the desire of gain to 
support these customs, greatly opposed the work of Truth. 
Sometimes when the prospect of the work before me has. 
been such, that in bowedness of spirit I have been drawn 
into retired places, and besought the Lord with tears that 
he would take me wholly under his direction, and show 
me the way in which I ought to walk; it has revived 
widi strength of conviction, ^at if I would be his faithful 
servant, I must in all things attend to his wisdom, and be 
teachable ; and cease from all customs contrary thereto, 
however used amongst religious people. 

As he is the perfection of power, of wisdom and of 
goodness, so I believe he hath provided that so much 
labour shall be necessary for men's support in this worid, 
as would, being rightly divided, be a suitable employ- 
ment of their time ; and that we cannot go into superflui- 
ties, or gra^ after wealth in a way contrary to his wisdom, 
without having connexion with some degree of oppres- 
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sion, and witb limt sfint vAdch- leads to sdfLmiMlM 
and strife, atid 'which frecjiufiitljr brings cahonMcB A 
countries, by parties contending about their claims. 

Being thus ftdfy conTinced, and feeling an increasing 
desire to live in the spirit of peace ; being often sorrow^ 
fully aflfected in thinking on the unquiet spirit in vAadti 
wars are generally carried on, and wiA the miseries of 
many of my fellow-creatures engaged therein ; some sud- 
denly destroyed ; some wounded, and after much pain 
remain cripples; some deprived of aU their outward sub- 
stance and reduced to want ; and some carried into cap- 
tivity — ^thinking often on these Ihings, the use of hats 
and garments dyed with a dye huitftil to them, and wear- 
ing more clothes in summer than are usefiil, grew more 
uneasy to me ; believing them to be customs which have 
not their foundation in pure wisdom. The apprdiension 
of being singular from my beloved friends, was a strait 
upon me ; and thus I remained in the use of some things 
contrary to my judgment. 

On the 31st day of the fiftii month, 1761, 1 was taken 
ill of a fever ; and after having it near a week, I was in 
great distress of body. And one day there was a ciy 
raised in me, that I might understand the cause why I 
was afflicted, and improve under it. My conformity to 
some customs which I believed were not right, was then 
brought to my remembrance ; and in the continuation of 
the exercise, I felt all the powers in me yield themselves 
up into the hands of Him who gave me being ; and was 
made thankful that he had taken hold of me by his chas- 
tisement. Feeling the necessity of finthcr purifying, thert 
was now no desire in me for health, until the design of 
my correction was answered ; and thus I lay in abase* 
ment and brokenness of spirit, and as I fi^t a sinking 
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down tato acakn resignation, so I fek ai» in an instant, aa 
JBwwrdliealing in my nature ; and from diat time forward 
I grew better. 

Though I was thus settled in mind in rektion to hurt- 
fcil dyes, I felt easy to wear my garments heretofore 
made; and so continued about nine months. Then I 
J&ought of getting a hat the natural colour of the far ; but 
the ap{»rehension of being looked upon as one affecting 
singularity, felt uneasy to me. Here I had occasion to 
consider, that things though small in themselves, being 
clearly enjoined by Divine authority, became great things 
to us ; and I trusted that the Lord would support me in 
the trials that might attend singularity, while that singu- 
larity was only for his sake. On this account I was under 
close exercise of mind in the time of our General Spring 
Meeting in 176®, greatly desiring to be rightly directed ; 
and being deeply bowed in spirit before the Lord, I was 
made willing to submit to what I apprehended was rcr 
quired of me ; and when I returned home, got a hat of 
the natural colour of the fur. 

In attending meetings this singularity was a trial upon 
me, and more especially at this time, white hats being 
used by some who were fond of following the change- 
able modes of dress ; and as some Friends who knew not 
on what motives I wore it, carried shy of me, I felt my 
way for a time shut up in the exercise of the ministry. — 
In this condition, my mind being turned toward my 
heavenly Father, with fervent cries that I might be pre- 
served to walk before him in the meekness of wisdom, 
my heart was often tender in meetings ; and I felt inward 
consolation, which to me was very precious under those 
difficulties. 

I had several dyed garments fit for use, which I be- 
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fieved it best to wettr till I Imd oeeaaonfomewciKt,*-^ 
Some Friends were apprehensiYe diat my wearing mch 
a hat savoured of an affected singularity; and sacb who 
spoke with me in a friendly way, I generally informed 
in a few words, that I beUeved my wearing it was mH 
in my own will. I had' at times been sensible that a 
superficial friendship had been dangerous to me; and 
many Friends being now uneasy with me, I had an in- 
clination to acquaint some with the manner of my being 
led into these things ; yet upon a deeper thought I was 
for a time most easy to omit it, believing the present 
dispensation was profitable ; and trusting that if I kept 
my place, the Lord in his own time would open the 
hearts of Friends towards me : since whidi I have had 
cause to admire his goodness and loving-kindness, in 
leading about and instructing, and opening and enlarging 
my heart in some of our meetings. 

In the eleventh month of the year 1762, feeling an 
aigagement of mind to visit some femilies in Mansfield, 
I joined my beloved friend Benjamin Jones, and we 
spent a few days togedier in that service. In the second 
month, 1763, 1 joined in company with Elizabeth Smith 
and Mary Noble, on a visit to the families of Friends at 
Ancocas; in both viiich. visits, through the baptizing 
power of Truth, the sdncere labourers were often com- 
forted, and the heaurts of Friends opened to receive us. 
In the fourth month following, I accompanied some 
Friends in a visit to the families of Friends in Mount 
Holly ; in which my mind was often drawn into tin in- 
ward awfulness, wherein strong desires were raised /or 
the everlasting welfare of my fellow-creatures; and 
through the kindness of our heavenly Father, our hearts 
were at times enlarged, and Friends invited in the flow- 
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kigi of DtTine love to tttteand to Hial wUdi would eattie 
tlma on the sure fouadation. 

Having many years felt love in my heart toward the 
nalbcs of this land, who dwell far back in the wilder- 
BMSy whose ancestors wece the owners and possessors of 
the land where we dwell ; and who for a very small con- 
sideration, assigned their inheritance to us ; and being at 
Philswdelphia in the eighth month, 1761, on a visit to 
some Friends who had dares, I feU in eompany with 
some of those natives who lived on the east branch of 
the river Susquehanna, at an Indian town called Weha- 
loosing, two hundred miles from Philadelphia. In con- 
versation with them by an interpreter, as also by observa- 
tions on their countenances and conduct, I believed some 
of them were measurably acquainted with that Divine 
power which subjects the rough and froward will of the 
creature ; and at times I felt inward drawings toward a 
visit to that place of which I told none except my dear 
wife, until it came to some ripeness. In the winter of 
1762, 1 laid it before Friends at our Monthly and Quar- 
terly, and afterwards at our General Spring Meeting; 
and having the unity of Friends, and being thoughtful 
about an Indian pilot, there came a man and three wo> 
men from a little beyond that town to Philadelphia on 
buianess. Being informed thereof by letter, I met them 
in town in the fifth month, 1763 ; and after some con- 
versation, finding they were sober people, with the conr 
currence of Friends in that place, I agreed to join them 
as companions in their return. On the 7th day of the 
sixth month following, we appointed to meet at Samuel 
Foulk's, at Richland, in Bucks county. As this visit felt 
weighty, and was performed at a time when travellii^g 
appeared perilous, so the dispensations of Divine Pjovi- 
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denee m fffepering- my mmd fat it, hare been inmionh 
ble ; and I bdieve it good for me to giro aomehiBiB 
ttereof. 

lAfter I bad given up 1o go, die thoughts of the jow^ 
ney "were often attended wkh unumial sadness ; in wbieh 
times my heart was fiequentiy turned to tiie Lord wiA 
imrsond Inwathrngs fiv his hearenly support, that I m^t 
not &Si to foUow him wheresoerer he might lead me.-^ 
Being at otir Youths^ meeting at Chesterfield, about a 
week before the time I expected to set off, I was there 
led to speak on that prayer of our Redeemer to his FV 
ther ; « I pray not that thou shouldst take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldst keep them from Ae evil.*' 
In attending to the pure openings of Truth, I had to men* 
lion what he elsewhere said to his Faiher ; « I know that 
thou hearest me at all times*:" so that as some of his fot 
lowers kept their places, and as his prayer was granted, 
it followed necessarily that they were kept from eril. As 
some of those met with great hardships and afflictions m 
this world, and at last saflfered death by cruel men ; it 
appears that whatsoever befalls men while they Hye in 
pure obedience to God, as it certainly woiks for their 
good, so it may not be considered an evil as it relates to 
them. As I spoke on this subject, my heart was much 
tendered, and great awfolness came over me ; and on the 
first-day of the next week at our own afternoon meeting, 
my heart being enlarged in love, I was led to speak on 
the care and protection of the Lord over his people, and 
to make mention of that passage where a band of Assy- 
rians endeavouring to take the prophet captive, were 
disappointed ; and how the psalmist said, << the angel of 
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him." 

I parted from Friends in true love and tenderness, ex- 

M 
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ptotiog die next momiiig to proceed on my jounej ; 
and being weary, went early to bed : and after I had 
been asleep a short time, I was awaked by a man oalling 
at my door; and arising, was invited to meet sc»ae 
Friends at a public house in our town, who came firom 
Philadelphia so late that Friends were generally gone to 
bed. These Friends informed me that an express amred 
the last morning from Pittsburgh, and brought news thai 
the Indians had taken a fort from the English westward, 
and slain and scalped English people in divers places, 
some near Pittsburgh ; and that some elderly Friends in 
Philadelphia knowing the time of my expecting to set off, 
had conferred together, and thou^t good to inform me 
of these things before I left home, that I might consider 
them and proceed as I believed best I went to bed 
again, and told not my wife till morning. My heart was 
turned to the Lord for his heavenly instruction ; and it 
was an hiunbling time to me. When I told my deiff 
wife, she speared to be deeply concerned about it ; but 
in a few hours time, my mind became settled in a belief 
that it was my duty to proceed on my journey ; and die 
bore it with a good degree of resignation. In this con* 
ffict of spirit, there were great searchings of heart and 
strong cries to the Lord, that no motion might be in die 
least degree attended to, but that of the pure Spirit of 
Truth. 

The subjects b^ote mentioned, on which I had so 
lately spokin in public, were now W ^ before n«; 
and I was brou^t inwardly to commit myself to the 
Lord, to be disposed of as he saw best. I took leave of 
my family and neighbours in much bowedness of spirit, 
and went to our Monthly Meeting at Burlington ; and 
after taking leave of Friends there, I crossed the river 
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aoeompanied by my finends load Mid J<diii P^mberton ; 
and peitiDg tlie next morniiig \nth Israel^ John bore me 
eompany to Samael Foulk's ; where I met the before* 
mentioned Indians^ and we were glad to see each odier. 
Here my friend Benjamin Parvin met me^ and proposed 
joining as a companion, we having passed* some lettets 
before on the subject ; and now on his account I had a 
sharp trial; for as the journey appeared perilous, I 
thoo^t if he went chiefly to bear me company, and we 
should be taken captive, my having been the means of 
drawing him into these difficulties, would add to my own 
afflictions. So I told him my mind freely, and let him 
know that I was resigned to go alone ; but after all, if he 
really bdieved it to be his duty to go on, I believed his 
company would be very comfortable to me. It was in- 
deed a time of deep exercise, and Benjamin appeared to 
be so fastened to the virit, that he could not be easy to 
leave me ; so we went on, accompanied by our friends 
John Pemberton and Wdliam Li^tfoot, of Pikeland, 
and lodged at Bethlehem. Parting there with John, 
W91iam and we went forward on the 9th day of the sixth 
month, and got lodging on the floor of a house about 
five miles from Fort Allen. Here we parted with Wil* 
liam. At this place we met with an Indian trader, lately 
come from Wyoming; and in conversation with him, I 
perceived that white people often sell rum to the Indians, 
which I believe is a great evil ; $rst, they being thereby 
deprived of the use of their reason, and their spirits 
violently agitated, quarrels often arise which end in mis- 
ehief ; and the bitterness and resentments occasioned 
hereby, are frequently of long continuance. Again, their^ 
skins and furs, gotten through much fatigue and hard'^ 
travels in httating, with which th^ intended to buy clodi- 
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ing, ^rben tbey beeome kitozieated, Aey often sett al « 
low rate for more mm ; and lAerward, when thqr sufe 
fop want of the necessaries of life, are angry widi those 
idio for the sake of gain, took the advantage of their 
wericness. Of this their chiefs hare oft^ei compbined, 
9i their treaties with the EngiisL Where cunning peo- 
ple pass eounterfeitSy and impose that on others which is 
good for nothing, it«is considered as a wickedness ; bvt 
to sell that to people which we know does them bann, 
and which often works their ruin, tot the sake of gain, 
manifests a hardened and cormpt heart; and is an evil 
which demands the care of all true lorreis of yuctue to 
suppress. While my mind this evening was thus em* 
ployed, I also remembered that the people on the frontiers, 
among whom this evil is too common, are often poor ; 
mho venture to the ou^ide of a colony, tiiat they may 
live more independently of such who are wedthy, wlio 
often set hi^ rents on their land. I was lenewedly 
confirmed in a belief, that if all our inhabitants lived nc* 
cording to sound wisdom, labouring to promote univep* 
\ sal love and nghteoumess, and ceased from every inor* 
\ dinate desire after wealth, and from all customs whieh 
tare tinctured with luxury, the way would be easy for the 
inhrtitants, though much more numerous than at present, 
to live comfortably on honest employments, without that 
temptation they are often under of being drawn into 
schemes to make settlements on lands which have not 
been purchased of the Indians, or of aj^lying to iht 
{practice of seHing rum to ttiem. 

On the lOtb day of the mondi we set out early in the 
morning, and crossed the western branch of the Dela* 
ware, called tlie Chreat LAigfa, itear Fort Allen; the 
water bemg hig^ we w«&t over m a canoe*- Here we 
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snel an Indian, and had lBome friendlj conyersaftion -witfi 
him, and gave him some biscuit ; and he having killed a 
deer, gave the Indians with us some of it. After travel* 
ling some miles, we met several Indian men and women 
with a cow and hon^ and some household goods, who 
w^re lately come from their dwelling at Wyoming, and 
going to settle at another place; we made them some 
small presents ; and some of them understanding English, 
I told them my motive in coming into their countiy ; 
with which they appeared ss^tisfied. One of our goidea 
talking a while with an ancient woman concerning ns, 
die poor old woman came to my companion and me, and 
took her leave of us with an appearance of sincere afl^* 
ixAt. So going on we pitched our tent near the baida 
of the same river, having laboured hard in crossing some 
of those mountains called the Blue Ridge ; and by the 
roughness of the stores and the cavities between diem, 
and the steepness of the hills, it appeared dangerous: 
but we were preserved in safety, through the kindness 
of Him whose works in those mountainous deserts ap- 
peared awfitl ; toward whom my heart was turned during 
this day's travel. 

Near our tent, on the sides of large trees peeled for 
that purpose, were various representations of men going 
to and returning from the wars, and of some killed in 
battle. This being a path heretofore used by warriors; 
and as I walked about viewing those Indian histories, 
which were painted mostly in red but some in black, and 
dunking on the innumerable afflictions which the proud, 
fierce spirit produceth in the world ; thinking on the toils 
and fatigues of warriors, travelling over mountains and 
desorts ; thinking on their jniseries and distresses when 
wounded &r from home by their enemiea; and of their 
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bmses and great weariness ia ehasiiig one ano&^ 6f«r 
die rooks and mountains ; and of their t estless^ nnqokft 
ilate of mind, who live in thk ^irit ; and of the hatnrd 
nrUdi mutually, gcows up in the minds of the children 
of those nations engaged in war witfa each other : during 
these meditations, the desire to ch^ish tine spirit of love 
and peaee amongst these people, arose very fresh in me. 
This was the first ni^t that we lodged in the woods ; 
and being wet wid:i travelling in the rain, the ground, 
our tent, said the bu^es which we purposed to lay under 
our blankets also wet, all looked discouragmg ; but I 
believed that it was the Lord who had thus far brought 
me forward, and that he would dispose of me as he shW 
good, and therein I felt easy. We kindled a fire with 
our teat open to it; and with some bushes next the 
ground, and then our blankets, we made our bed ; and 
lying down, got some sleep ? and in the morning feeling 
a Uttle unwell, I went into the river ; die water was cold, 
but soon after I Mt&efAk and welL 

The 11th day of the sixth months the bushes being 
wet, we tarried in our tent till about ei^t o'clode ; when 
going on, crossed a high mountain supposed to be up* 
ward of foinr miles over ; the steepness on the north side 
exceeding: all liie ofters: we also crossed two swamps; 
and it raining n^ur night, we pitched our tent and lodgedl 

About noon, on our way we were overtaken by one 
of the Morecrian brethren going to Wehaloosing, aaoid an 
iBsdian man with him. who could talk Ekigtish; and we 
bong together while our horses eat grass, ha^d some 
friendly coi^reisation ; but they travelling frtster than we, 
soon left us. This Moravian, I understood had spent 
same time this spring* at Wehaloosing ; and was by some 
of&e Indians, invited to come again. 
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. l%e IStbd^oftheaixthmoi^aiKlfintof.thtfiwvi^ 
it beii^ raioy) we contioned in oar tent ; andfaftie I was 
led. to think on the nature ef the exeseise which hath at» 
tended me. Lore was the fitat motiMi, and thenn a 
ooncem arose to ^pcnd some time witfaithe Indians, that 
I /migt^ fed and understand their life and; the spirit iia&f 
lire in, if hiqply I might leceive some inslnietion from 
them, or they be in any degfce helped fi>rwaid by my 
following the leadings of Truth amongst them. As it 
pleased the Lord to make way for my going at a time 
v^n the troubles of war were increasing, and by reason 
of much wet weather, tinyellkig was more difficnlt dian 
usual, I looked upon it as a more farouiable opportond^ 
to season my mind, and bring me mto a nearer sympathy 
wkh th^n : and as mine eye was to the great Father of 
mercies, humbly desiring to learn what his will was con* 
cerning me, I was made quiet and content 

Our guide's horse, though hoppled, went awqr in the 
night ; and after finding our own, and searching some time 
for him, his footsteps were discorered in the path going 
back again, whereupon my kind cosBpanion went off in 
the raki, and after about seven hours retorned with him: 
we lodged here again ; tying up our horses before w« 
went to bed, and loosing them to feed about break of 
day* 

On the 13th day of the sixth month, tlie sun appearing, 
we setforward ; and as I rode over die bsoren hills, my 
meditations were on the alteration in the circumstances 
of the natives of this land since the coming of the Eng^ 
lish. The lands near the sea, are conveniendy situated 
for* fishing ; the lands near the rivers where the tides 
flow, and some above,' are in many places fertile, and 
not mountainous ; whde die running of die tides, nudcas 
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ptflBing up and down easy with any kind of traffic. 
Thoae natirea hare in aome places, for trifling considera- 
tmia, sold their inheritance so favourably situated ; and 
in other places been driven back by superior force. As 
their way of clothing themselves is now altered from 
what it was, and they are br remote from us, they have 
to pass over mountains, swamps and barren deserts, 
where travelling is very troublesome, in bringing their 
skills and fiirs to trade with us. 

By the extending of English settlements, and partly 
by En^ish hunters, the wild beasts they chiefly depend 
on for a subsistence, are not so plenty as they were ; and 
people too often for the sake of gain, open a door for 
the Indians to wa^ their skins and furs, in purchasing 
a liquor which tends to the ruin of them and their 
fiunilies* 

My own will and desires being now very much broken, 
my heart with much earnestness turned to the Lord, to 
whom alone I looked for help in the dangers before me. 
I had a prospect of the English along the coast, {of up- 
wards of nine hundred miles, where I have travelled; 
and their favourable situation and the difficulties attend- 
ing the natives in many places, and also the negroes, 
were open before me ; and a weighty and heavenly care 
came over my mind, and love filled my heart toward all 
mankind, in which I felt a strong engagement that we 
mi^t be obedient to the Lord, while in tender mercies 
he is yet caUsng to us ; and so attend to pure universal 
righteousness, as to give no just cause of ofience to the 
Gentiles who do not profess Christianity, whether the 
blacks from Africa or the native inhabitants of this con* 
tinent. I was led into a ck>se, laborious inquiry, whether 
as an individual, I kept clear from all things which tended 
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to stir up, or were eonnected whh wars, eitker m this 
iand or Africa ; and my heart was deeply coBcenwd^ 
tbart in fotore I might in all things keep steadily to At 
pure Tmlh, and live and widk in ^ke plainficsa and sioi* 
plicity of a sincere follower of Christ. In this lonely 
journey this day, I greatly bewailed the ^reading of m 
wrong spirit, believing that the proapenms, eonvenieat 
situation of the English, requires a constant attentioii to 
Divine love and wisdom to gnide and support us in m 
way answerable to the will of that good, gracious and 
Almighty Being, who hath an equal regard to all man* 
kind. «,Here, luxury and covetouroess, with the nume* 
rous oppressions and other evils attending them, appeased 
very aiDicting to me ; and I feh in that which is imoia* 
table, that the seeds of great calamity and desolation am 
sown and growing fast on this continent: nor have I 
words sufficient to set forth the longing I then felt, that 
i we who are placed along the coast, and have tasted the 
i love and goodness of Grod, might arise in his strength; 
^ and like faithiul messengers, labour to check the growth 
; of these seeds, that they may not ripen to die ruin of our 
posterity. 

We reached the Indian settlement at Wyoming, and 
were told that an India^i runner had been at that place a 
day or two before us, and brought news of the Indtans 
taking an English fort westward and destroying the peo- 
ple, and that they were endeavouring to take another; 
and also that another Indian runner came there about the 
middle of the night before we got there, who came from 
a town about ten miles above Wehaloosing, and brought 
news that some Indian warriors from distant parts, came 
to that town with two English scalps ; and told the pei^ 
"plel that it wa9 v^ar wtdi the Eng^. 
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Our guides took us to the house of a very aneienl 
.nan; and soon after we had put in our baggage, theve 
came a man from another Indian house some distance off, 
and I perceiving there was a man near the door, weni 
out ; and he having a tomahawk under his matchcoat out 
of si^t, as I approached him he took it in his hand. I 
however went forward, and speaking to him m a friendly 
way pereeived he understood some English : my com* 
panion then coming out, we had some talk with him 
concerning the nature of our visit in these parts ; and 
then he going into the house with us, and talking wifli 
our guides, soon af^>eared friendly, and sat down and 
smoked, his pipe. Though his taking his hatchet in his 
hand at the instant I drew near to him, had a disagree^ 
Me appearance, I believe he had no other intent than 
to be in readiness in case any violence was offered to 
him. 

Hearing the news brou^t by these Indian runners, 
and being told by the Indians where we lodged, that the 
Indians living about Wyoming, expected in a few days 
to move to some larger towns, I thought that to all oxst* 
ward appearance, it was dangerous travelling at this tfme. 
After a hard day's journey, I was brought into a painful 
exercise at night, in which I had to trace back and view 
over the steps I had taken from my first moving in the 
visit; and though I had to bewail some weakness which 
at times had attended me, yet I could not find that I had 
ever given way to a wilful disobedience. As I believed 
I bad under a sense of duty come thus far, I was now 
earnest in spirit beseeching the Lord to show me what I 
ought to do. In this great distress I grew jealous of 
nqrself, lest the desire of reputation, as a man firmly 
setded to persevere through dangans, or the fear of dis- 
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grace arising on my ratuniing without perferaing the 
Tisit, might have some place in me. Thus I lay fiiU of 
tiboi^ts during a great part of the night, vMle my 
beloyed ccMnpanion lay md dept by me ; nntfl the Lord, 
my gracious Father, who saw the conflicts of my soul, 
was pleased to give me quietness. I was again strengtb- 
^led to commit my life and all thing» relating thereto, 
into his heavenly hands ; and getting a little sleep toward 
day, when morning came we arose. 

On the 14th day of the nxth mondi, we sought out 
and visited all the Indians hereabouts that we could meet 
mth ; they being chiefly in one place, about a mile from 
where we lodged, in all perhaps twenty. I expressed 
the care I had on my mind for their good; and told them 
that true love had made me willing to leave my family to 
come and see the Indians, and speak with them in their 
houses. Some of them appeared kind and friendly. We 
took our leave of these Indians, and went up the river 
Susquehanna about three miles, to the house of an Indian 
called Jacob January, who had killed his hc^; and the 
women were makii^ a store of bread, and preparing to 
move up the river. Here our pilots left their canoe when 
they came down in the spring, which lying dry, was 
leaky; and being detained some hours, we had a good 
deal of friendly conversation with the family, and after 
eating dinner with them, made them some small presents. 
Then putting our ba^age in the canoe, some of them 
pushed slowly up the stream, and the rest of us rode our 
horses ; and swimming them over a creek called Laha- 
wahamunk, we pitched our tent a litde above it, there 
being a shower in the evening : and in a sense of God's 
goodness in hel^nng me in my distress, sustaining me 
uiider trials and inclining my heart to trust in him, I lay 
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down ia an bumUe bowed firame of mimA^ fUMlhada 
OMiifoitahle night's lodging. j 

On the 15&. day of the sixlh month^ vre proceeded 
until the afternoon; when a storm appearing^ we metonr 
canoe at an {^pointed plaee^ and staid there all ni§^; 
the rain continuing so heavy, that it beat through our 
toit and wet us and our baggage. 

On the 16th day, we found on our way an ahundaniie 
of trees blown down with the storm yesterday; and had 
occasion reTerently to consider the kind dealings of the 
Lord, who proTided a safe place for us in a valley, vvhye 
this storm continued. By the falling of trees ictoss our 
path we were much hindered, and in some swamps otir 
way was so stopped, that we got through with eadsreme 
difficulty. 

I had this day often to consider myself as^ sojourner 
in the world ; and a belief in the all-sufficiency of €iod 
to support his people in their pilgrimage felt comfortable 
to me; and I was industriously employed to get to a 
state of perfect resignation. . 

We seldom saw our canoe but at appointed places, by 
reason of the path going off from the river: and this 
afternoon. Job Chilaway, an Indian from Wehaloosing, 
who talks good English, and is acquainted with several 
people in and about Philadel{^a, met our people on die 
river; and understanding where we expected to lodge, 
pudied back about six miles, and came to us after night ; 
and in a whUe our own canoe came, it being hard w^ 
pushing up stream. Job told us that an Indian came in 
haste to their town yesterday, and told them that thjree 
warriors, coning from some distance, lodged in a town 
above Wehaloosing a few nights past; and that these 
4hree men were going against the En^idi ^ Juninla. 
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ith'vms fgamg.dcpimike mm to the pronnce sloie m 
SbamoiniL Thoiq^ I was m> &r.&n»imd with hmUk 
ats'to eoirtinne tnYvDiiig, yet thraogfa dK various diffi- 
ouhies ia our jonmey, and the different way of Unng 
fina ^at I had been used to, I grew siok: aatd the 
news of these warriors being on their siaroh so aear US| 
and not knowing whether we miglrt not &U in with them, 
was a firerii:trial of my faith; and tiboug^ thf0tt|^ the 
sbrenglh of Biyine lore, I had sereral times been enabled 
to eommit myself to Ae Divine disposal, I still found the 
want cf my strength being renewed, that I might peiee* 
wme therein ; and my cries for help wine pat up to the 
Lord, who in great mercy gave me a resigned heart, in 
wihieh I fbmid quietness. 

On the 17th day, parting from Job Chilaw^, we went 
on and reached Wehaloosing about the middle of the 
afternoon ; and the first Indian we saw was a woman of 
a modest countenance, with a Bible, who first q>ehe to 
our guide ; and then with a harmonious voice expressed 
her gladness at seeing us, having before heard of our 
OQsng. By the direction of our guide we sat down on 
a log, and he went to the town to tell the people we 
wi^e come. My companion and I sitting thus together, 
in a de^ inward stillness, the poor woman oame and sat 
near us ; and great awfiilness conung over ns^ we rejoiced 
in a sense of God's love manifested to our poor souls. 
After a while we heard a conk«shett blow several times, 
maid then came John Curtis and asMOthsr^Indian mau> who 
Jrindly invited us into a house near the town, where we 
iiottnd, I suppose, about sixty people sittiog in mlence. 
.AAer sitting a ^ort time, I stood up And m some tender- 
41088 of spirit acquainted them with the oiatBre of hqt 

smd that a concern for their good had made me 

N 
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wiHiiig to come tkus hr to see* them; all in a hm dMt 
sentences, which some of them undentanding, interpneted 
to the othcis, «nd diere appeared gbdness amooi^at thenu 
Then I showed them my certificate, which was explained 
to them; and the Moravian who overtook us on the waj^ 
being now here, bade me welcome. 

On the I8th day we rested ooiselTes in the forenoon; 
and the Indians knowing that the Moravian and I were 
of different religious socidies, and that some of tibeir 
people had encouraged him to come and stay awhile 
with them, were I believe concerned, that no jarring or 
discord might be in their meetings : and they I suppose, 
having conferred tdgether, acquainted me that the people 
at my request, would at any time come together and hold 
meetings; and also told me, that they expected the Mo- 
ravian would speak in their settled meetings, which are 
commonly held morning and near evening. I found a 
liberty in my heart to speak to the Moravian, and told 
him of the care I felt on my mind for the good of these 
people ; and that I believed no ill eiTects would follow^ 
if I sometimes spoke in their meetings when love enga§^ 
me thereto, without calling them together at times when 
they did not meet of course : whereupon he expressed 
his good-will toward my speaking at any time, all that I 
found in my heart to say. Near evening I was at th^ 
meeting, where the pure Grospel love was felt, to the 
tendering some of our hearts; and the interpreters en^^ 
deavouring to acquaint the people with what I said in 
short sentences, found some difficulty, as no^e of them 
were quite perfect in the English and Delaware tongiies^ 
so they hdped one another, and we laboured along, 
Divine love attending. Afterwards, feeling my mind 
covered with the spirit of prayer, I told the interpreters 
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diat I faund It iiL my hsait to prqr to God, and beKtVed 
if I pirayed axij^t^ he wokl hear mey and cspressed my 
wiUingness for them to omit steipretmg; so oar meeting 
ended ivith a degxee of Divine love. Before the people 
vent oQt, I obsenred Papanehmg, a man who had been 
sealous in labouring for a rdormation in that town^ being 
Ihcn very tender, spctke to one of die interpreters; and I 
was afterwards told that he said in sabslance; « I love 
to feel where words eome ftam." 

On the Idth day and iSrst of the week, this morning 
i& the meeting the Indian who came with the Moravian, 
bei^ also a member of that aociety, prayed ; and then 
the Moravian spdce a short time to the people. In dM 
afternoon they coming together, and my heart being filled 
with a heavenly care for their good, I spoke to them 
awhile by interpreters; but none of them being perfeet 
in the work, and I feeling the current of love run strong, 
tcrid the interpreters that I beheved some of the people 
would undenrtand me, and so I proceeded. In which 
esereise, I believe the Holy Ghost wrought on some 
heaits to edification, where dl the words were not under* 
stood. I looked upon it as a time of Divine favour, and 
my heart was tendered and truly thankful before the Lord ; 
and after I sat down, one of the interpreters seemed spi* 
rited to give the Indians the substance of what I had said. 

B^ore our first meeting this morning, I was led to me* 
ditate on the manifold difficulties of these Indians ; who, 
by the permission of the Six Nations, dwell in these 
parts ; and a near sympathy with them was raised in me ; 
and my heart being enlarged in the love of Christ, I 
thought that the affectionate care of a good man for his 
eoaiy brother in a£9ietion, did not exceed what I then felt 
fiHr'thal peojde^ . • ' > 



Mi unk'W 

Ictne to tlii9<plaoe Hwongli nmek tmMti; aBd]fiiou||k 
tlvDi^ tke iBttncies of God, Ibebered Hint i£ I diedia 
^ jouHMy, it wottld be well ¥r]th me; yet the thoughli 
•f fidling into the hands of Indian warrion^ wese xntinMt 
of weaiowfls afflietiBg to me ; and beiitgof atendereoi» 
$tiliiitiony the thou^ts of captiTity- amtmgst them, y»m 
at times grievous; supposing that they being stnmgand 
hardy, mig^ demand service of me bqrond what I could 
well bear; but the Lord alone was my keeper; and I 
bdieved if I weni into captivity, it would be &r some 
good end; and thus from time to time, my mind was 
centered- in resignation, in which I always found qmefct 
liess. And now, this day, thou^ I had the same daoi 
geious wilderness between me and home, I was inward]^ 
joyful that the Lord had strengthened me to come oa 
this visit, and manifested a fatherly care ova: me in my 
poor lowly condition, when in mine own eyes I appeared 
mferior to many amongst the Indians. 

When the last-mentioned meeting was ended, it heimg 
night, Papmiehang went to bed ; and one of the inteii» 
pieters sitting by me, I observed Papunehang q>oke wiA 
an harmonious voice, I suppose, a minute or two : ami 
asking the interpreter, vras told that << he was expressiog 
his thaidiftdness to God for the favours he had reeeivdL 
that day ; aftd prayed that he woukl continue to &vour 
him with the same which be had experienced in diat 
meeth^." Thi^ though. fiapon^ang had before agreed 
to receive the Moravians, and join: witb Item, her stffl 
appeared kind and hmng to us* 

Otttlh^ 20th day I was at twoimeetings, and silent «aa 
Ihern** 

Tltei2Ist;diBy. Tfaas momihg^meeAiign^beartTUna 
enlarged in pure love amongst them, andpinv4dK>ftiplaiB 



aentences e^rened aev«nl: tUngis tiiat vesttd vifm^ me, 
nf faioh one of the intorprelers gaswe the peopk prntty rei dl ' 
ttf ; after ivfaich tfarmee^g ended in sapplieation, and 
I had cajBse homUj to acknowledge the lovfaig<4dndneM 
of tkeliord toward us; andbelieTedtiMtadoorfeokained 
open for the faithfid disoqpiea of Jems CSuriat, to bbour 
amongst these people. 

Feeling my mind at liberty to letum, I took my leafC 
of them in genend, at the eonduaon of what I said in 
meeting ; and so we prepared to go homeward : but some 
of their mo(sA active menU^d us^ that when we were ready 
to move, the people would choose to come and ahake 
hands with us; which those who osoUly come to meet- 
mg did ; and from a secret draught in my mind, I went 
amongst some who did not use to go to meeting, and 
look my leave of them also : the Moravian and his Indian 
interpreter, appeared respectful to us at parting. This 
town stands on the bank of Susquehanna, and consists, I 
believe, of about forty houses, mostly compact together ; 
aome about thirty feet long, and eig^iteen wide ; some 
kiger, some less ; mostly buik of wflk pknk, one end set 
in the ground, and the other pinned to a plate, on which 
lay rafters covered with baik. I understand a great flood 
laist winter ovei6owed the chief part of the gvoond where 
tiie town stands, and some were now about moving their 
houses to hi^er ground. 

We expected only two Indians to be our company; 
tet when we were ready to go, we found many oi them 
were going to Bethlehem widi sldns and furs, who chose 
lo go m company widi^ us ; so they loaded two canoes, 
which they desired us to go in, telling us, the waters weftt 
m raised with the raina, that the horKs shoukl be taken 
by persons who were better acquainted with the fording 

]r2 
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IJirin so 1B« iriHi sereral ladiaiMi vretA m the- cdfi^Mfl^ 
and otken went on hoises, there being seven' beiridls 
oiUBB» We- swt^vMi the horsemen MUceon the wtiy by 
appointment, alktle below a stream caRed TttrithamiiMk : 
wndodged theie^ attd armie of the jonng men going omt u 
Mlde beiuDe chsik wi&t their gomr; brought in a dlier. 

On the 22d day, through diligence we reaehed' Wf^ 
MBg bef(Mie nig^ and undcfstood the Indians 'Were 
motAf gone from<thifi place: here we wei^ np a smsdl 
ensek into die woods with our canoes, and pitching o«it 
ttnty oanried out. oar ba^gs^e; and before dark otor 
kones came to tts. 

On the 23d day in the morning, the horses were loaded^ 
mA we pveparod our baggage and aet forward, beingin 
all fourteen i and with diligent travelling were farotired 
to get nearly half way* to Fort Allen; The land on tlAS 
roftd from Wyoming to onr frostier bdsg mosAy pidor, 
andgaod grass, searoe^. they chose a piece of low groond 
to lodge on^ as the best for glassing^ andi hairing sweat 
much in tn^dling^ and being weary, slept sound; I 'pet« 
oeived in theniglrt thi^ I had takien 0ol4 of which Iwas 
ftvonredto gel better soon. 

.On the 24th day we passed Fort Allenv and' Ibdged 
near it in the woods. 

We foi^d the: westerly^ branch of the Behrwaffe tbwi 
times, and thereby had a shorter way^ ami-missed goit^ 
oree the 4op of the Blue mountahis^ eaUed' the' Second 
Rtdge.. In the second time fording, where the river cuts 
tlumigkithe mountain^ the waters being rapid and:p]>etty 
deep, and my oonqmnion's nmre being a taU tractabte 
aaima), he sundry times drove her through theriver, tmi 
they loaded bet vnik the buidieiis of some snmB horses, 
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. The troubles westward, aad tbe dified^ hr. Indnnt 
to pass through our frQBtier, I appMbesd 
why so many cane;, expeeting thiit our .bdag in 
paiijf) would 'preveikt the tnmtiac iitMbilMfei Ibob. 
suipfised. 

Oa the 25th day we reMbed BclUdieB, taiamg cam 
oa the way to keep fotemost, and to acqeaiaf paople cm 
dnd near the road who these Indians wem: Ifais we'ftvHl 
yery needful; for the firoAtier inhabitaBts wcve aftm 
alamed at the report of F^ngliA bdng IdUed by 
westward* 

Amongst our company were some who I did oat 
aaembar to have seen at meeting, and aeaae of these al: 
first were very reserved; bat we being seyeial days to^ 
gether, and behaviag frieady toward thcBr^.andnHddag 
diem suitable returns for the services they did as, they 
became more free and sociable. 

On the 26th day and first of the week, having carefolty 
endeavoured to settle all aflairs widi the Indians relative 
to our journey, we took leave of them, and I thoaj^ 
they generally parted with us affectionately. We got to 
Richland, and had a very comfortable meeting amongst 
our fiiends : here I parted with my kind friend and com- 
panion Benjamin Parvin; and accompanied by my fiiend 
Samuel Eoolk, we rode to Joha Cadwalladef^s, from 
whence I reached home the next day, where I found my 
fiimily middling well ; and diey and my fiiends all along 
appeared glad to see me return firom a journey which they 
apprehended dangerous. My mind while I was out, had 
been, so esptployed in striving for a perfect resigna^on, 
and I had so. often been confirmed in a belief, that what* 



iff^ ibe Lord nnght he flkmeA to allot Ur me, wcuM 
work for good, that I was careful lest I should admit 
any degree of selfishness in being glad overmuch, and 
laboured to improve by those trials in such a manner as my 
gracious Father and protector intends for me* Between 
the Bngliff^ scttlemimis and Wehaloosing, we had oaly a 
« narrow path, which in many places is much grown up 
with buddies, and interrupted by abundance of trees lying 
across it; these, together with the mountains, swamps 
and rough stones, make it a difficult road to travel; and 
fhe more so, for that rattlesnakes abound there, of whicli 
we killed four. People who have never been in suck 
places, have but an imperfect idea of them ; but I ^as 
not only taught patience, but also made thankful to God, 
who thus led me about and instructed me, that I might 
have a quick and lively feeling of the afflictions of my 
fellow-creatures, whose situation in life is difficult. 



CHAPTER IX. 

His religious conversation with a company met to see the triokB 
of a juggler — ^John Smith's advice ; proceedings of a commit- , 
tee at the Yearly Meeting in 1764— Contemplations on the 
nature of trae wisdom, occasioned by hearing of the cruelty 
of the Indians to their captives — ^Visits the families of Friends 
at Mount Holly, Mansfield and Burlington, in 1764, and the 
meetings on the sea coast from Cape May toward Sqaan in 
1765 — visit to the lower counties on Delaware and the East- 
ern Shore of Maryland in 1766, in company with John Sleepei; 
some account of Joseph Nichols and his followers; and ob- 
servations on the different state of the first settlers in Peffli- 
sylvania who depended on their own labour, and those of the 
Soulhem prorinces who kept negroes—visit to the northern A 
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of Maiyland and Pennsylvania in 1767, and aftenwaida 
other parts of Pennsylyania and the families of Friends at 
Mount Holly ; and again several parts of Maryland in 1768-^ 
fnrther considerations on keeping slaves; his concern for 
baring formerly, as an executor; been party to the sale of 
one; and what be did ia. oomeqaanM of itr^4kKao^bta' €0 
F^nmids eaaKiaiBg iiflioet ia eivil foranuiMat. 

The latter part of the summer 1763, there came a 
man to Mount Holly, who had before published by a 
printed adyertisement, that at a certain public house ha 
would show many wonderful operationc;, which he tharein 
enumerated. 

This man at the time appointed, did, by slight of hand, 
sundry things, which to those gathered, appeared strange, 

I heard of it next day, and understanding that tha 
show was to be continued, and the people to meet about 
sun-set, I felt an exercise on that account: so I went to 
the public house in the evening, and told the man of the 
house that I had an inclination to spend a part of tha 
evening there; with which he signified that he was con* 
tent. Then sitting down by the door, I spoke to tha 
people as they came together, concerning this show; and 
more coming and sitting down with us, the seats at the 
door were mostly filled ; and I had conversation with 
them in the fear of the Lord, and laboured to convince 
them that thus assembling to see those tricks or slights 
of hand, and bestowing their money to support men who 
in that capacity were of no use in the world, was. con- 
trary to the nature of the Christian religion. 

There was one of the company who, for a time, en* 
deavoured by arguments to show the reasonableness of 
their proceedings; but after considering^ some texts of 
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Sofipliwe and cafanly deb&diig ttie matter, he gave tip the 
point. Having spent about an hour amongst them, and 
feeling my mind easy, I departed. 

At our Yearly Meeting in Philadelphia, on the 26di 
day of the ninth month, 1764, John Smith of Martbo- 
rough, aged upwards -cf e^^ity yean, a faithful minister, 
though not eloquent, stood up in our meeting of minis- 
ters and elders, and appearing to be under a great exer- 
cise of spirit, informed Friends in substance as follows, 
to wit: "That he had been a member of the Society 
upward of sixty years, and well remembered that in those 
early times Friends were a plain lowly*minded people ; 
and that there was much tenderness and contrition in 
tibeir meetings. — That at twenty years from that time, the 
Society increasing in wealth, and in some degree con- 
forming to the fashions of the world, true humility was 
less apparent, and their meetings in general not so lively 
and edifying — ^that at the end of forty years, many of 
tiiem were grown very rich ; that wearing fine costly gar- 
ments, and using silver and other watches, became cus- 
tomary with them, their sons and their daughters, and 
many of the Society made a spacious appearance in the 
world ; which jnarks of outward wealth and greatness, 
appeared on some in our meetings of ministers and elders ; 
and as these things became more prevalent, so the pow- 
erful overshadowings of the Holy Ghost were less mani- 
fest in the Society — ^that there had been a continued 
increase of these w^ays of life even until now ; and that 
the weakness which hath overspread the Society, and the 
barrenness manifest amongst us, is matter of much 
Sorrow." He then mentioned the uncertainty of his 
attending these meetings in future, expecting his dissolu- 
tion was now'near ; and having tenderly expressed his 
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eene^rn feriis, sigiiified tbat bt had seen in Hie tfW 
light that the Lcnrd would bring back his people fiotH 
these things into which they were thus degenerated, but 
tiiat his faitfaftd servants must first go dur ougfa great and 
heavy exercises. 

On the 29th day, the oomnittee appointed by th« 
Yearly Meeting to visit ^e Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ingS) gave an account in wrking of their proceedings in 
that service ; in which they signified, that in the course 
of it, they had been apprehensive that some person) 
holding offices in government, inconsistent with our 
prmciples ; and o^rs who kept slaves, remaining active 
members in our meetings of dise^Hne, had been one 
means of weakness more and more prevailing in the 
management thereof in some places. After this report 
was read, an exercise revived on my mind, which at 
times had attended me for several years, and inward 
cries to the Lord were raised in me, that the fear of matt 
might not prevent me from doing what he required of 
me ; and standing up, I spoke in substance as follows^ 
CK I have felt a tenderness in my mind toward persons, in 
two circumstances mentioned in that report ; that is, to* 
ward such active members who keep slaves, and such 
who hold offices in civil government; and have desired, 
Ujiat Friends in all their conduct may be kindly affi^^tioned 
one toward another. Many Friends who keep slaves, 
are under some exercise on that account ; and at times, 
think about trying them with freedom ; but find many 
things in their way. The way of living, and annual ex- 
penses of some of them are such, that it seems impracti* 
cable for them to set their slaves fi*ee, without changing 
th^ir own way of life. It has been my lot to be often 
abroad ; and I have observed in some places, at Quar- 



taHf md Yaidjr MftMigg» and at iffune A ag m i4Me 
tsMFeUing Fmnds a»d tbcor hones ate often «iitoitaiaai, 
that jlike ijaarly expenae of iadividaak tberoa is ¥ec; coa- 
aideraUe. FiiendB in aooie plaoes. ocowdimg much «i 
persons in these circumstances for enterta»BQii^t, hfilh 
BHted as a burthen on.ny aotind fi>r.sod»e years past, jnd 
I now eaqporesa it in the fear of the Lordi graiHy demng 
that Friends now present may duly consider it" 

In the £ei11 of this year having hired a man to work, I 
perceived in conversation that he had been a sol4i^riD 
the late war on this continent ; and in the evening gKnag 
a juurative of his captivity amongst the Indians, he^ia- 
formed me that he saw two of his fellow captives tortured 
to death in a very cruel manner. 

This relation sheeted me with sadness, under whiekl 
went to bed ; and the next morning, soon after I awoke, 
afresh and living sense of Divine love spread ov^riflij 
mind ; in which I had a renewed prospect of the natwe 
of that wisdom from above, which leads to a right lue 
of all gifts, both spiritual and temporal^ and gives cosr 
tentment therein: under a feeling thereof, I wrote. as 
follows. 

<< Hath He, who gave me a being attended with Duny 
wants unknown to brute (»'eatures, given me a capaci^ 
superior to theirs, and shown me, that a moderate appiii- 
cation to business is proper to my present condition ; and 
that this, attended with his blessing, may supply all ovtr 
ward wants, while they remain within the bounds he b# 
fixed ; and no imaginary wants proceedbg from an eid 
spirit, have any place in me ? Attend then, O my 80d1! 
to this pure wisdom, as thy sure conductor throu^ the 
manifold dangers in this world ! 

" Doth pride lead to vanity ? Doth vanity form iroig- 
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«Mif mHl^? Do ikme-ymiM jmmj^ men to exeit 
teir powerin ic^iring tliat of othem, fiom ^ritieh they 
iNwld mdMt beeKemed, w^gtt ike mat required of them ? 

i^Bo tfane proceedings beget hard thoughts? Do 
htid thoughts, i^rhenripe, become maHoe! Does malice, 
ii^en ripe, beeome reFengeAd ; vnd in the end inflict teni* 
ble pains on fkeir fdlowHsreateres, and spread desolations 
in the wodd? 

« Do manldnd, walking in upri^tness, deUgfat in each 
•tfaear's happiness ? And do these creatvres, capable of 
iJaaa attainment, by giving way to an evQ s|nrit, employ 
fteir^ wit mid str e n gt h to afflict and destroy one another ? 

*< Remember then, O my soul! the quietude of those 
in whom Christ gorems, and in all thy proceedings feel 
after it! 

<« Doth he condescend to bless thee with his presence ? 
To move and influence to action ? To dweU in thee and 
walk in thee ? Remember then thy station, as a being 
tecred to God ; accept of tfie streng^ freely ofiered thee ; 
aifcd take heed that no weakness, in conforming to ex- 
penrire, unwise and hard-hearted customs, gendering to 
dncord and strife, be given way to. Doth he claim my 
body as his temple ? And graciously grant that I may 
be sacred to him. Oh! that I may prize this fiivour ; and 
that my whole life may be conformable to this character! 

<< Remember, O my soul ! that the prince of peace is 
fliy liord : diat he communicates his unmixed wisdom to 
his famfly; that they living in perfect simplicity, may 
give no just cause of oflence to any creature, but may 
walk as he walked !" 

Having felt an openness in my heart toward visiting 

fiuniMes in our own meeting, and especially, in the town 

of Mount Holly, the place of my abode, I mentioned it 
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ia owr MiH^UyMefltHig ihe fore pait irftbe mnler 17M; 
vhich being agreed to, and several Fnends of our meetn 
ing united in the exereise, we proceeded theieln; and 
through Divine favour were helped in the work, so &ak 
it appeared to sne as a fresh reviving of godly care 
amongst Friends. In the latter part of the same winter, 
I joined my friend William Jones, in a visit to Friends' 
frmiilies in Mansfield ; in which labour I had cause ta 
admire the goodness of the Lord toward us. 
. Having felt my mind drawn to visit Friends along 
the sea coast from Cape May to near Squan ; and ako 
to visit some people in those parts, amongst whom thoe 
is no settled wordiip ; I joined with my beloved friend 
Benjamin Jones, in a visit there, having Fritods' uai^. 
therein. We set off the 24th day of the tenth month, 
1765, and had a prosperous and very satisfectory journey ; 
feeling at times, through the goodness of the heavenly 
SSiepherd, the Gospel to flow freely towurd a poor people 
scattered in those places. Soon after our return, I joined 
my friends John Sleeper and Elizabeth SmHh, in visiting 
Friends' families at Burlington, there being at this timtf 
about fifty families of our Society in that city ; and we 
had cause humbly to adore our heavenly Father, wha 
baptized us into a feeling of the state of the peofde^ end 
strengthened us to labour in true Gospel love amongst 
them. 

An exercise having at times for several years attended 
me, in regard to paying a religious visit to Friends <hi 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland ; such was ihe nature of: 
it, that I believed the Lord moved me to travel on foot 
amongst them, that by so doing I might have a more 
lively feeling of the condition of the oppressed slaves, 
sel^ an example, of lowliness bdore the eyes of tbei^ 
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^ttatsHerSj and he more out of die way of temptatioii M 
mqyrofilable conveYse. 

The time drawing near in which I beHered it my Antf 
to lay my concern before our Monthly Meeting, I per* 
erired in conversation with my beloTed friend John 
Sleeper, thait he was under a conoeni to traTel the same 
W17, and abo to go on foot in the form of a servant 
amongst them, as he expressed it. This he told me be* 
fore he knew anight of my exercise. 

We being thus drawn die same ynsy, laid our exercise 
and the nature of it before Friends ; and obtaining cer* 
lifioates, we set off die Mi day of the fifth month, 1766 ; 
and were at meetbgs with Friends at Wilmington, Duck 
ereek, Little creek and Motfaerkill ; my heart being at 
times tendered under the Divine iniluenee, and enlarged 
in love toward the people amongst whom we traveHed. 
^ fVom Motberkill, we crossed the country about tihirty* 
^e mOes to Friends at Tuckahoe in Maryland, and had 
a meeting there and at Marriiy creek. 

At these our diree last meetings, were a considerable 
fiuntber of people, followers of one Joseph Nichols, a 
preadier ; who, I understand, is not in outward fdlow* 
diip with any religious society of people, but professes 
acarly the same principles as our Society doth, and often 
travels up and down appointing meetings, to which many 
people come. I heard Friends speaking of some of 
Ham ne^bours, who had been irreligious people, that 
w«re now his foDowers, and we»e become sober well* 
belm^red men »id women. 

Some irregularities I hear have been aiAongst the peo* 
pie at several of his meetings ; but from the whole of 
yurkvt I h«re perceived, I befi^e the man ^d s<Qne of 
lio ioUbWttra^ tsk liMeiitly disp<Md, but that skilM 



ftllvm we wfoitiiig amoiig then: finom htum^ewe^t^l^ 
Cboptank and Tbird Hayen ; asd thenea'to Qumn AW9» 
Tba men&ei for some d^a past baviiig been bot and 
dry, and ia crder to atbend nveeiingS' piii««iaot, to ^^qpoialp 
Bfteot, \9^ bavkig trsTeUed pretnty steadily^ and liad baid 
labour in meettaga, I gxew weaUy ; at wbich J waa iipor a 
tkoe diflfxmr^ed. But looking over our journey, aod 
fliidmg b»w tbe Lord had supported our ^uaida a^d 
bodies, so that we got forward much father than. J ^^ 
peoted b^re we came out, I saw that I had hefi^ in 
danger of too strongly desiring to get sooa tbJKMigjh tj^ 
jomo^^ and that this bodily wesdaieas was a WndnftH 
to me ; and then in contrition of spijtit, J b^camo v^ 
thttikfid to my gracious Father, for this manifestation of 
1m le«#; and in humble aabmission to bis willi my tntft 
was aenewed in him. 

On this part of our journey I bad many thoi^ts oa 
the diierect circHimstances of Friends who inbs^t Penn- 
syhiania and Jersey, from those who dweU in Marybodi 
Viigiflfta and Caiolina. Pennsylf aaia and New Jersey 
were settled by Fnends who were convinced of our prin^ 
oq[)les in £ngland in times of sufiermg, and coming over 
bott^ tends of the natives, and applied themiselves to 
husbandry in a peaeeable way ; and many of thek children 
were taught to labour for their living. 

Few Frienda, I bdieire, came from England to settle 
in lany of these Southern provinces ; but by the faithfiil 
labouBs of trav^ing frieiida in early times, there we«^ 
Gonsidevable eonvincements amongst the inhabitants dl 
these partem Here I>rememh^ed my jread«ag o£ the 
waitike diflfiesitioii of .many 4^ the &^ settl/w in. ibm 
pioiviiioe^^.and.af their nmnert ^$ .angayfn^fcK -vfith tm 



'ia&nej of iheae oafonies. The peofie inhabitiBgtkiM 
places, beiag groQaded m aatonis ottntrary to tlie jmm 
Troth, when some of them were aicettdiridi the poweiw 
m pieaoking of the Word of Life, snd joined in fel* 
lowship until our Society, diej had a great woik to go 
tkioagfa. It 18 observable in the Hiatoij of the Eefev* 
Miion from Popety, that it had a gradnd progieaa horn 
i|ge to age. The upr^htness of the fiiat vcfonaen, ia 
Ittending to the Hght and underatanding gircn thco^ 
op^aed tike way for mcere-hetfted people to proceed 
tether afterward ; and thas ea^ one tndy feanng Ood^ 
and labouring in dioae works of rig^onsness appointed 
tnr them in their day, indeth acceptance with him. 
Tbrotigh the darkness of the times and the eormption of 
malMiers and customs, some uprig^ men may have had 
little more for their day's work than to attend to the 
lig^iieous principle i^ their minds, as it rekfeed to fheir 
.o#n conduct in life, without pointing out to otheit tlm 
lAok extent of that, which the same principle would 
l^d succeeding ages iirto. Thus for instance ; amongst 
an imperious warlike people, supported by oppressed 
ihves, some of these masters I suppose, are aindcened 
to feel and see their error; and through sincere repent* 
anee, cease from oppression and become 19ce fethers to 
their servants ; showing by their exam[rfe, a pattern of 
hoiaflity in Uving and moderation in governing, for the 
instruction and admonition of their oppressing neigb* 
hours ; (hose wMiout carrying the reformation further, I 
bdieve have found accqtanee with the Lord. Sudiwas 
tibe beginning ; and those who succeeded them, and bars 
MAfully sttelided to the nature and spirit of the refor*- 
m»tion, hare seen Ibe necessity of proceeding fostert 
wd not mdy to^iastsuototfters by their exaaqple.ef 
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gWMiiiiig TnJHj fattt abo to use mettis <t» p)rerv«ttt(4il^ 
MBCMBWi ftoi hiwuyp^miA poftnt to ^pptfMs raMni. 

Lardy iriMeertendftiL mercies ate oTer ali his^wotkir; soiii 
wAom MB is Dpaa to'te^ cms aftd gvoaais of tb« oippTes»> 
«iy is gtioisiuijr mowng on the lieatts of> people, ts 
dhanr^faw off 'from the desice of weehk, aad^bringAem 
iilo'sa^ea ln»i)k, tevlgi wsjr of limgi that they netrf 
thei»iva]rcle«ify> to repiir to the standard of 'true 
*; and not only bieak tiie yAt of oppr esabii) 
but kiuisR kinQ.' tOL be- thetp* strength and support in a Hsot 
ef : oniimr d aflaition. 

•PlMiig' on we crossed CiMtster iiTer, and Jtada meet^ 
ing' tbBBS^ aad.at Ceei. and Sessaftas. Througfa my 
bodil3rJiv«daieas^ joined mdi a hea^y exercise of fftind^ 
ktwas tofmsianifanaaUingdifipensation, and'Ifaad a verjr 
lively fteKngef the state of the oppressed; yetl^^cn 
tho ug ht that ^ihat I saftred was litde, conpansd PfiA 
the .snftfingB of the blessed Jesus, and many of 4is 
faith&d foUoweis; and may ss^ with thaskfiilness^ I was 
nmde.cantent. 

. FiOM Sassafins we went {Hretty directly home, wdesft 
w!efonndt>ur families well; and -for sercnndweeks^ after 
Ofas-retemylhadi^efien to look over oiff journey: and 
thottg^fto ma* it> appsaved as a small servke, anditiiat 
some-iuthfnl messengciswi&iyet hare more ^bitteir cups 
to dannk for Ohiist's'sdke in those Seathem f»roviiiees^ 
flunk we^hadri'Tct I found peaeein that I bad be«i btipei, 
tO'xnalk'fii ainocrity^ according to the nnderstandBng^^awl 
stssngtib giveir me. -'--•' '' 
On the lath day of teeteventh monlh,' ITee^-^WMft 

the naitj^of iFWiends at^oorMontfaly Meetings ittfcoaupaiyr 
myubdoved fiiend'. Benjaimn Jones, I set out on t 
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for a cptQsidefabk tuM.h«4%drainii^'«f Joieift 
ttiatw^y'S.MK l9»9eU^ a» fe as Jimlwidc; andlUad 
iaward p^acc^ 114 mghhomm oX losMi«naBgii>tktm.. 
. Tjurgiygh tb» .harobling diipattMlioiMi: ofi S)mam Fnmm 
^enqt^ my- swd bsA been hnmgkA ioia » iviliMr. ftlif 
of the di^^uttiea of Fnendb 99A ihar iienRMli oMoibi 
W4tstw«|r<i» 9n4 being oftw; angnged m ipirit cm -llitii 
account, I believed it my duty to ivalfciittto-HiDe |>artt 
of this Westecn ihoteof Maryksd^ tm a nkgrnwrfint 
Haying obt^anfld'a cnirttfieite from Friendntf auMonlldy 
Meeting, I took my leave of mj fiuaulgr iMidn tin ketit- 
t^nderittg ^^ifeiiitipii of Troth } Mid <m tbe.2(Mi day. of 
tbe fourth ipinthy 1767, 1 node lo the fenryroppoMte .io 
Pbiladelphidt and (ram tbisAee-widlttd to WiffiMi HoBDe?% 
at Darby» tbati^ening; and nest day fmamed my < jonn 
9ay alpne, and reached Coneord weeMay nmethig. 

Di$coui:ag«nenl» audi a ymf^ of diiteeas, had at liaMi 

attei|4ed m^in ibis Imesonie waUc^ throng nhithaflMM 

tipy^sil wa^^mercifalljf poreiefved.: and now aiding tdomi 

with Friends, my aihid vma turned, toward Iba Locd, Ao 

i^t for hia b^y leadinga; vdKi^, in infinila Iom, was 

l^easedto, sofk^ my h^avt into huoriile contntaoa, aad 

renewedly.fitrenglbea me to go forward; tiial to meil 

was a.t^DQ of heavenly refreshjoMit in asikm mealing^.. 

^ TCJ^ffOxt.ftoy I €ame to Neiw iOaiden week-day meetings 

in .wbi<^ I ss^tWith bowedness of spirit ;. and being hapiit 

^ ioto afeehng^f the stato of aome preaen^.the Load 

g^vewa hesiljb-tMd«nBg season; tohisnaHW he thefaraisai 

I pafBed>on^and was at Nottingham. MonftUy Mealing^ 

fjid.ati^ meeting at. Little Britain on .fimtrdayc and in 

4fa»> after»aon iftevenat Friends csaM to the faoilae wherarJ 

)p4ge4ti 4l|dv^i(e bad a little i|banioon<aMtaluig4 



ij^mmffk tto'htmWiiig pMn^r of TtuHkf I hud to tAaak 
Iks braig4aMfaie«'of'11ie.L(»d mniilealed to us. 
^ Oo tibe aSthday I erocsed the Sa^qaekanna; and 
eomin; amosgrt people livuig' in outward eaae and great* 
aen, chwfljr on tbe labour of akawesy ray heart was much 
aCected; aoid m awful letirediiess, my ousd was gathered 
namd to the Lord, bang hunbly engaged that in true 
resignation I mig^t reoeire ifi»tructioii fipom him, respect* 
asg my dutjr amongst dus people* 
. Hiou^ tvavdling on foot was weainaome to my body ; 
yet it was. agreeable to the state of my mind. 

I wait gently on, being weaUy; and was covered 
with soriDw and heamcss, on account of Uie sprezdiBg 
prevailing spirit of ibi&wofld, introducing custoous griev- 
ous and (^ressive on one hand, and cherishing pride 
and wantonness on the other. In this lonely walk and 
state of idvasement and hmniUadon, the state of the 
ehurch in these parts was opened before me ; and I may 
truly say with the prophet, ^( I was bowed down at tt^ 
heMihg of it ; I was dismayed at the seemg of it.'' 
Under this exercise, I attended the Quarterly Meeting at 
Gunpowder ; and in bowedness of spirit, I had to open 
with much plainness^ what I felt respecting Friends livmg 
til fulness, on the labours of the poor oppressed negroes ; 
and Hint promise of the Most High was now revived; 
f<I wfll gaditer att nations and tongues.; and they shaU 
eome and see my glory." Here the sufieriags of Christ 
and his tasting death &f every nuai, and the travels, suf- 
ferings and martyrdom of the apostles and prunitite 
Ghrisdans, in labouring for the conversion of &e Gen- 
tiles, was Ikmgly tevi*^ in me; and according to <lle 
soemrare :of strength affwded, I labcmred in vseme tmi^ 
irfjS]^Wtyb«g de^lyaffiioted amongst ;^em. .1^ 



Gentflei^ die negtws, leerivs at oar hsadg, -ud tik 
laboiA'S of iie pffittitive (Sniitiaiit ftr'the comemom^ 
1ker<3eiiflfld8ywa9|nrt«ed'hcMMi and'tbe-poHMt cf TnA 
came over ns ; under a feelmg of ivbiGli, my mind-'wis 
iofifwd to a tendcii-hflartcd people IB these parte ; «m1 Ika 
meeting emidudedin a ecue of GodPs geodneaa to^med 
Wff'inimbfe dependMt eUkben. 

The next day was a general meetii^Air vonriiip) mmdk 
cto^ed: in triiicli I mnm deeply engaged in inward 
cries to the Lord fot bslp, that I might stend/viiioll^ 
resigned, and more enlj as be inig^ be pleased to lead 
ane: and I was merafaUy helped te Ubow hooeatly and 
fervently amongst tiiem, in whieh I foond asward peafie<; 
'and the nftcere weae cottforled. 

From hence I turned toward Pipe 'oreeii, and passed 
on to the RedLands; and had several meetbgs amongir, 
VMends in those parts. My heart was <^»n te »d sd iy 
^iffeeted, under a sense of ihe Lord's goodness, in saB#- 
ti^ftng my trouUes and exercnsee, tumiag them ito my 
oaafert, and I believe, to the benefit of many othei»; 
&S I may say with thankfulness, that this vint^qieaMd 
*19ce a-fteeh tendering visitation m most places^ 

I passed on toihe western Qaarteriy Meeting in Penn- 
sylvania ; during the several dqra of this aueting, I wae 
Bvsrciftilly pveserved m an mwafd feeiingaifter the mind 
iftWr^ik, and my public Isbooiv tended to mty JiuaMUap 
tion^ with wMch I was content After the- Qaarteriy 
MaelH^g.of wofciup ended, I fete drawings t9 go«to-the 
(«miea.^6 meeting of business^ wfaioh was veiyt{iiU$>aiid 
Itecai the huinililyoi Jesus Gharist, as a paltetnt for us Id 
walls by^^was living)y*ist>ened beiwe >me 9 an4 » tieatin g 
on it my heart was enlsfged, and it ym§m)mf^mi^imm. 
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Vmm keaoe I wait on, ud was at nttetingB atConedtd, 
MiddletovD) Pnmideiifie wad Haddoiifidd, uid ao home ; 
lafaere I £Mind my famly vdl. A aenae of die LcuEd'a 
merciful pveseryation in thia my jonney, eicoitea xevemt 
ttiaiddulneas to him. 

On tkt 2d day of dK pintli mantb^ 1767, vriA the 
vaity of Friends, I set off on a yisit to Friends in the 
upper part of Berks and Phikdelphia counties ; was at 
^ven meeftingp in abont two weeks ; and baire renewed 
cause to bow in reverence before the Lord, who, by the 
powerful estendings of his humbhng goodness, opened 
my way anuMigst Friends, and made the meetings, I 
trust, jHToitable to us. Tli^ following winter I joined in 
a visit to Friends' &milies in some part of <rar meeting; 
in which exercise, the pure influence of Divine love 
made our visits reviving. 

On the 5th day of the fiitti month, 1768, 1 left home 
under the humbling hand of the Lord, having obtamed 
a certificate, in order to visit some meetings in Maiy4> 
land ; and to proceed without a hcnrse looked clearest to 
me. I was at the Quaiteriy Meetings at Ph]ladd{Aia 
and Concord ; and then went on to Chester river ; and 
crossing the bay with Friends, was at tiie Yearly Meeting 
at West river : thaice back to Chester river ; and tak« 
iog a few meetings in my way, proceeded home. It was 
a. journey of mudb inward waiting ; and as my eye was 
to the Lord, way was sereral times opened to my hum«- 
bling admiration, when thin^ iqppeared very difficult 

In my return I felt a relief of mind very comfortable 
.to me; having- through Divine help, laboured in much 
plainness, both with Friends sdected, and in the more 
pUblftB meetings ; so dbat I trust the pure witness in manry 
jBind^ wail neachiad. .. : ,. : / 
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The llOi^ of AeaoElb months I'MS. Bmdoff 
httve bsupeaaed of fade yeiursy "vrithin the liiailB of out 
M<»tl^^^, »8pe<Lg 4u» oercm of pore right, 
eoosness toivard the negroes;- in iwhieh I have Ixred 
under a labour of heart that equity mig^t be steadily kapt 
to. On this accoont I have had some close cxeroises 
MBongst Friends ; in winch I may thankfulfy svfr, I find 
peaee : and as my meditations have been on umversal 
love, my own conduct in time past, became of late yeiy 
grieyons to me. 

- As persons setting negroes free in our proyince, are 
bound by law to maintain them, in case they haye need 
of rdief, some who scnipled keeping sbiyes for term of 
life> in the time of my youth^ were wont to detain thnir 
ywing negroes in tbrir service until thvty years of age^ 
without wages, on that account : and with this custom I 
so tar agreed, that being* ^igaged with another Friend in 
executing the will of a deceased Friend, I once sold a 
negro lad till he might attain the ag^ of thitty years, and 
applied the money to the use of the estate. 

Widi abasement of heart I may now saj, that some** 
times as I have sat in meeting, with my heart exercised 
toward that ay^ Being, who respecteth not persons nor 
colours, and have looked upon this lad, I have fdt that 
aH was not clear m my mind respecting hun : and as I 
hare attended to this exercise, and fervendy sou^t the 
Lot d, it hath appeared to me duit I should make some 
restitution, but in what way I saw not till latriy. Being 
undier a concern that I may be resigned to go on a visit 
to some part of the West Indies, and under close en<- 
gagement of qnrit, seeking to the Lord for counsel 
herein, my joining in the sale afixesaid, came heavfl^ 
upon me, and my mind for a time, was eoyesed witfa 



darioMn and sonow ;. ancLnadcr tUi soie «fflietioii) lay 
luart was serened to rae^e inslnlction. H«e I aaw^ 
tiiat as I had been one of the two executors, who had 
sold this lad nine years longer than is common for our 
owAchikbento serve, so I should now offer a.part of my 
■tthriBiiee to fodeem the last hidf of that nine years; hut 
IB the tine was not yet eome, I executed a bond, bind- 
aig'me and my exeeotors, to piqr to the-man he was sidd 
to, what to candid men might appear equitable, for the 
last four years and a half of his time, in case the sud 
youth diould be living, and in a condition likely to pro- 
ndejCOittfortaUy in Umsdi 

The 9th day of the tenth month, 1769. My heart 
halk dten been Aeeplj afflicted under a feeling I have 
had, diat tkestandard of pure r^kteousness, is not liAed 
up to -the people by us as a Society, in that cleaffiteas 
which it might have been, had we been as faithful to the 
teachings of Christ as we ought to have been. Air iny 
nind hath been inward to the Lord, die purity of ChriX^s 
government hath been opened on my understanding; 
and imder tins exercise, that of Friends being active in 
civil society, in putting laws in force which are not agree- 
able to the purity of righteousness, hath tor several years 
been an increasing bnrthen upon me. I have felt in the 
openings of universal love, flat where a people convinced 
of the tnrth of the inward teachings of Christ, are active 
in putting laws in execution, which- are not coilmstent 
widi pure wisdom, ithath a necessaty tendency to bring 
dmness over their minds : and as my heart hath bieen 
thus exercised, and a tender sympathy in me toward my 
fdAow members, I have within a few months past, in 
seversd meetings for discipline, expressed my concern on 
diis subject. 



m^i^amwmamm. MS 



CHAPTER X, 

His exercise for the good of the people in the West Indies — oom- 
municates to Friends his resignation to visit some of these 
islands — The state of his mind, and ^ close considenitionfl 
he was led iat^ while under <thM eateroice prepawtfiw to 
emtMtfky and oonsidwatiaas on the tadie to 
leleaaed fipm the «9ii06m he had been 
gagementa after his return home—His sicknesB^ in which he 
was brought to a yery low state; and the prospects he then 
had. 

The 12th day of the tUrd moaft, 1770, lun^ for 

some years past, dieted myself on aceo«Dt ot a lamp 

g^tfaoringoB my m)se, I grew weak ia body, and not of 

dttlity to travel by land as heietofoie. I was at times 

finronied to look with awfnlness toward tbe. herdj befoie 

whom are all my ways, who alone hath the power of life 

wd death ; and to feel thankfulness laised in me, for tins 

his fetberly chastisement, believing if I was truly hum* 

bled undo: it, all would work for good, WbSe I w«s 

under this bodUy weakness, my mind being at times eac* 

ereised for my fellow-creatures in the West Indies, I 

grew jealous over mysdf, lest the disagreeebkneas ofthe 

prospect should hinder me iirom obediently ^fnding 

tfaepeto : for though I knew not that the Lord requited 

me to go there, yet I believed that resignation was now 

ealled for in that respect Feeling a dangppr c^ not being 

wholly devoted to him, I was frequently engaged to watch 

unto prayer, that I might be pveserved ; and upwards of 

a y^ur having passed, as I walked one day in a solitary 

wood, my mind being covered with awfiilness, cries 

were raised in me to my merciful Father, that he would 

graciously keep me in faithfulness ; and it then settled 

P 
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OA my mmd as a dvty, to open my eondidoD to Friends 
at oar MonlUj Meedog; Vfindk I did soon after, as 
foUoi^: 

<< An exercise hath attended me for some time past, 
and of late been more weighty upon me, under which, 
I beUeve it is required of me to be resigned to go on a 
visiit to some part of the West Indies." In the Quarter^ 
aad'CSeneral Spring Meeting, I found no deamess to ck* 
press any thing further, than that I believed resignation 
herein was required of me ; and having obtained certifi- 
cates fipom all the said meetings, I felt like a sojourner at 
my outward habitation, kept free from woildly incumr 
brances, and was <^en bowed in sjpmt before the Lord^ 
with inwaid breathings to him, that I might be rightly 
directed. I may here note, that what I have before re^. 
lated of my l^ing when young, joined as an exeoutor 
widi another Friend, in executing a will, our having sold 
a negro hd till he might attain the age of thirty years^ 
was now the occasion of great sorrow to me. After 
having settled matters relating to this youth, I provided 
sea-stotes, a bed, and other things for the voyage ; and 
hearing of a vessel likely to sail from Philadelphia for Bar« 
badoes, I cpoke with one of the owners at Burlington, and 
soon after went to Philadelphia on purpose to speak with 
him again. He told me there was a Friend in town 
who was part owner of the said vessel ; but I felt no in-« 
tdination to speak with him, but returned home. A 
while after, I took leave of my family, and going to 
Philadelphia, had some weighty conversation with the 
first^mentioned owner, and showed him a writing, aa 
foUows: 

u On ibe Mik day of the eleventh month, 1769. As 
an exercise, with respect to a visit to Barbadoes, hadi 
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heen^vm^bty on my budcI^ I mty eMpnm flDme> of Uk 
tiis^ which have attended me, under wkkh^ I have al 
times rejoiced that I have felt my own aelf«will subjected. 
<< Some yean ago, I retailed mm, sugar and molasses, 
the fruits of the labour of slaves ; but then had not maeh 
eono^m about them, save only that the rum might be 
used in moderation ; nor was this concern so weigbli^ 
attended to, as I now believe it ought to have been. 
But of late years being further infonaed respecting the 
oppressions too generally exercised in these islands, and 
mnking often on the degrees there are in the connexioni 
of interest and fellowship with the vroAs of daiknen^ 
Efbe. y, 11 ; aad feeling an increasing eonsem to be 
irttoUy given up to the leadings of the Holy Spirit, it 
hath appeared to me, that the small gain I got by this 
branch of trade, should be applied in promoting rigfal» 
eonaness on the earth ; and was the first motion toward 
a visit to Barbadoes. I believ^ die outward substance I 
possess i^uld be applied in paying my passage, if I go^ 
and providing things in a lowly way for my subsistence; 
but when the time drew near, in which I believed it re* 
qmred of me to be in readiness, a difficulty arose, wfaid 
hadi been a continued trial for some months past ; under 
which, I have with abasement of mind, from day to day, 
sought the Lord for instruction ; and often had a foeKng 
of the condition of one formerly, who bewailed himsdf, 
for that the Lord hid his face from him. During these 
exercises, my heart hath been often contrite ; and I have 
had a tender feeling of the temptations of my feUow- 
creatures, labouring under those expensive customs dis« 
tinguishable from die simplicity that there is in Christ, 
SCor. ii, 3, and sometimes in the renewings of Ooc^l 
love, I b&re been helped to minislar to others. 



^^tTh^mtMk hadi m closely eng^fed my miad im 
fledong tQ the Loid for instnidioii k, viliether after m 
Ul im S mwM ti on of tbe oppteasioa ^ribich the sLayes vFibo 
raise the West India produce lie under, as I had in read* 
aig a OMitioB «id warning to Great Bntain and her colo- 
mes^ wiitlen by Anthony Beneiet, it is right for me lo 
take a paBtiy in a vessel employed in the West India 
trade. 

<< To trade freely with oppressorsi and withont labomv 
ing to dissuade £n)m their unkmd treatmei^, seek for 
§Bitt by such trafie, tends, I bdieve, to make them more 
tuj respecting their conduct, than they would be, if the 
eanse of wdYersal ligfaleousness was hinaably and firmly 
attended to, by those with whom they have commerce. 
Tbat complaint of the Lord by his prophet, << They haye 
strengthened the hands of the wicked," hath very often 
lem^d in my mind ; and I may hare add some dbreum- 
stances preeeding any prospect of a visit there. The 
case of David hath often been before me of late years ^ 
he longed for some water in a well beyond an army of 
fhihstines, at war with Israel ; and some of his men 1i6 
please him, ventured their lives in passing through this 
wmy, and brou^t that water. 

^< It dodi not ai^pear that the Lsaraelites were then scafee 
of waiter, but ratiier, that David gavie way to ddicacy of 
taste ; but having thought on the danger these men were 
exposed to, he considered this water as their blood, and 
his heart smote him that he could not drink it, but poured 
itoutto the Lord. The oppression of the slaves which 1 
have seen in several joum^ southward, on this- oonta- 
ntnt,.and the report of thieir treatment in the West Jm 
dies? hath deefdyaflbcted me; and a care to live in; the 
qnritof peaaej.and mittbl«r justcattseof offimceto JKOie 
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4f my f^ow^cKstores, hath, firwrn tyw to tbiey Emu^ 
TCvired on my miiid ; and under tfan eseiGist, I hxm 
for some years past, declined to gratify mypahtai wil 
Aoieangun;. 

<< I do not censure my brednren in these thingB; bat 
teller the Fadi^ of mercies, to whom all mankind faj 
eieaiion are equally related, hath heand the ^jsomrn et 
these oppressed people ; and is preparing soon to have a 
tender fei^ng of their condition : and the trnding in, or 
frequent use of a»y produce known to be nmed bythe 
Mbours of those who are under sadi hmffirfahk* oppn» 
aidn, hath appeared to be a subject whicih nay yet require 
the more serious consideration of the hnmMe folhrnma 
of Christ, the prince of peace. 

<<t After long and mournful exercise, I am now free to 
mention how things have opened in my mind, wilh de» 
mres that if it may please the Lord, further to open hn 
win to any of his children in this mattter, they may hUb^ 
fully follow him in such further manifestatiott. 

<^ The number of those who decline the use of the 
West India produce, on account of the Imrd usage of .the 
daves who raise it, appears small, even amongst people 
truly pious ; and the labours in Christian lore on that 
subject, of those ^o do, are not very extensiTe. 

M Were the trade from this continent to the West 
bidies to be quite stopped at once, I beliere many Ihcve 
iN^ould suffer for want^f bread. 

<( Did we (HI this continent, and the inhabitaste of Ifae 
West Indies, generally dwdl m pure ' righteousness, I 
believe a small tvade between us might be right. Under 
4tese considerations, when the thoughts of wfaoiiyda- 
olining the use of trading vessels, and of trying to hire a 
-VBsael to go in baUast' hxve arisen in my mind, I hare 

p2 
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b d k ved 4hit <he hbonni in Goqid love, yet b€0lowMl« 
Ihe cause of univeaal figfateoimeis, aie sot amvedi t» 

<< If the trade to tfie West Indies was no mose tbgt 
vas consisteBt witk pue ivisdoHi, I belieye the passage 
SHoncy vottldy for good reasoiiB^ be higher than it ifr»noii; 
and ander deep, exercise of mind^ I have beUeved that I 
should not* take the advanta^ of this great trade and 
amaU passage money; but as a testimony in fiiTouro£ leas 
tadingy should pay moee than is comBoon. for odiors in 
psQT, if I go at this tinie." 

The ii]8t.monlieBed owner having read the paper,, esr 
pasased a wfllingnesa to go wkh me to the other owner; 
and we going, the other owner read over the psf^er, and 
weJnd some'Siriid convrasation; under which, I felt my 
soul howedinreverence before the Most High« Atlenglh 
one of them asked me, if I would go and see the vessel^ 
btit I had not eleatness xu my mind to go ; but went.to 
my lodging and retired in private. 

I was now mdei gseat exercise of mind; and my tears 
were pomnd out before the Lord, with inward oriea^that 
he WQuld>gpraok>uflly help me under these trials^ 

in this- ease I betieve my mind was rengned, but did 
not feeldoamess te proeeed; and my own weakness isud 
the^ necessity of Divine initoration, were impressed'upoa 



I was for a time as one who. know :not what to do^iand 
wfcus toasad as. in a tempest; under iidiich. aflSiction, the 
doDteine of. 6hnst <^ Take no thought .fi»r the morrvnr/' 
aaiBe living^ ksfove me. I reaMMnberedthatit waaeome 
dqrs before. they esfected the vessel to sail, and. was 
fsffDured to get into a good degree of sttUness; and hav^ 
ii^'faoenijieaiiy two days in town, I believed my obe- 
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ikame !• my h&nmitf Father -ooMitt^d ki. Mtembig 
iMuattvard. I wentorei amQQ9MFnoods<m.theianH|| 
ahore, and tarried till the morning on which thq^had 
appointod to sail; and aa I lay in bed^ the latler part of 
tet; lighty my Blind ytm oowfoited ; and. I fisk* ithai I 
aflteemed a fiDesh oonirmalioo^.tfaat it was the JUNcd's will 
I flhoold paaa thrcmgh some farther exeieiani'near hoacb 

So I went home, and still feU like a sojougnar with mjr 
tmmfyj and in.ibe Arah spring of pure kfve, had aoma 
hd[>oia» in a. privala wsgraMongat Fitenda, en a 8itfa|ect 
relating to Truth's testimony ; under whioh I had frar 
qpiMitly. been esDomaed in Jieart for aofiae yean* Irememp 
baiv as I walked on the road under tUa exeroiaey dMit 
paaaage in Essekiel came firtah brfore me, (< WhitherBO^* 
ever iheir frees we&e turned, thither they went;" and I 
iffaajgraciously. helped to discharge my duty, in the fear 
and dread of the Almighty. 

After a few weeks it pkased the Lord to riait me with 
a pleurisy ; and after I had lain a few daya, and felt die 
disorder very grievous, I was thoughtful how. it might ^end* 

I> had oC lafte, through varioias exercises, been nmeh 
weaned from'the pleasant things of this life; and I now 
thought if it'was the Lord's wffl to put an end to my 
labaors, and graciously receive me into the arms of hia 
meiey, death would be acceptable to me; but if if waa 
his vriU further to refine me under affliction, and make 
nMiiintany degree, useful in his church, I desired not to 
Hb* I may widt.tfaankCnhiess say, that in this case I lidl 
reaignednesa^wronght in me, and had no inclinatiott to 
send for a doctor; beUeving if it was Oe Lord's will,, 
thaanghi ontwnidf means, to. raise me i^, some syn^Mp 
tUaMig 'Frieads. would be sent to minialer to* me; wfaa 
were accordingly. Bui thou^ I was earefiilly attsadedf 
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jet Alt dimtdif was at times so faaavy, tint I had no 
theoghts of noomarj. One night in paiticdbr, my bodikjp 
diilress was great; my fiiet giew cold, and cold incneaaed 
up my legs toward my body, and at that time I had no 
indliinitioD to adt my muse to apply any thing warm to 
iBiy feet, eiqpecting my end was near. After I had lam 
■Mtriy ten hours in this condition, I closed my eyes^ 
flankiBg whether I might now be delivered out of the 
body ; bat in these awfbl moments my mind was UviDgljr 
<ipened to behold the churdi, and strong engagmnents 
wtere begotten in me, for the everiasting well*being of 
my ftUow^creatures ; and I felt in the spring of pure Ivre^ 
that I might remain some time longer in the body, in fiH- 
mg up according to my measure, that which remains of 
the a£9ictions of Christ, and in labouring for the good of 
the church. After this I requested my nurse to apply 
warmth to my feet, and I revived. The next night feel- 
ing a weighty exercise of spirit, and having a solid Friend 
sitting up with me, I requested him to write what I said ; 
which he did, as foQovra: 

u 4th day of the first month, 1770, about five o'clock 
IB the morning. I have seen in the light of the Lord, 
that the day is approaching, when the man that is the 
most wise in human policy, shall be the greatest fool; 
and the arm that is mighty to support injustice, shall be 
broken to pieces. The enemies of righteousness shall 
make a terrible rattle, and shall mightily torment one 
another ; for He that is omnipotent is rising up to judg- 
miBatj and will plead the cause of the oppressed; and be 
commanded me to (^n the vision." 
* Near a week after this, feeling my mind livingly open- 
ed, I sent for a neighbour, who, at my request, mote as 
foUoiMs: 
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saw that the prayers of the saii^ were preeioas incea—: 
and. a trampet was given me, that I might aoond ibrth 
ikis language, that the diildren mi^t hear it, and he 
invited to gather to this preeicras habilatioin, where the 
pmyers of the saints, as precious incense, arise up befioie 
the throne of God and the Lamb— I saw this halntaliM 
to be safe; to be inwardly quiet, when there were gie«t 
stirrings and commotions in the woild« 

«< Prayer at this day, in pure resignation, is a preoioas 
place : Ihe trumpet is sounded, the call goes forth to the 
dnirch, that she gather to the place of pure inward prayer ; 
and her habitation is safe." 



CHAPTER XI. 

Preparing to visit Friends in England — Embarks at Chester, in 
company with Samuel Emlen, in a ship bound to London — 
His deep exercise, in observing the difficulties and hardships 
the common sailors are exposed to^-Oonsiderstioos on the 
daagers to which youth an exposed, in being tmined to a 
sea^faring life -, and its inconsistency with a pious educatioa 
— thoughts in a storm at sea ; with many instructive con- 
templations on the voyage — arrival at London. 

HAviNa been some time under a retigions concern to 
prepare for crossing the seas, in order to visit Friends in 
ihe Northern parts of England, and nu>re particularly in 
Yorkshire ;'after wei^tj consideration, I thought it expe- 
diait to inform Friends at our Monthly Meding at Btir- 
lington of it ; who having unity with rae therein, gave 
me a.ceitifittate; I afterwards communicated tiie same 
to oiir Quazterty Meeting, and they IScewue eeittted 
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tbor conaurence theiewitlL Sowae time after, at the 
General Spring Meeting of ministers and elders, I tliati|^ 
it my duty to acquaint them of the religious execoise 
which attended my mmd; and they likewise signified 
their unity by a certificate, dated the 24th day of the 
eighth month, 1772, directed to Friends in Great Britaiiw 

In the fourth month foUowing, I thought the time was 
come for me to make some inquiry for a suitable convey* 
ance ; being apprehensive, that as my concern was prin- 
cipally towards the Northern parts of England, it would 
be most proper to go in a vessel bound to Liverpool or 
Whitehaven. While I was at Philadelphia deliberating 
on this occasion, I was informed that my beloved firiend 
Samuel Emlen, jr., intending to go to London, had 
taken passage for himself in the cabin of the ship called 
Mary and Elizabeth, of which James Sparks was master, 
and John Head of the city of Philadelphia, one of the 
owners ; and I feeling a draft in my mind toward the 
steerage of the same ship, went first and opened to 
Samuel the feeling I had concerning it. 

My beloved friend wept when I ^oke to him, and 
appearedyglad that 1 had thought of going in the vessel 
with him, though my prospect was toward the steerage ; 
and he ofiering to go witli me, we went on board, first 
into the cabin, a commodious room, and then into the 
steerage, where we sat down on a chest, the sailors being 
busy about us ; the owner of the ship came and sat down 
with us. 

Here my mind was turned toward Christ, the heavenly 
counsellor ; and feeling at this time my own will sub- 
jected, my heart was contrite before him. 

A motion was made by the owner to go awi sit in the 
oabMi, as a place more retired; but I fielt eaqr to lesTB 
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due ship, and made no agreement as to apassage in her; 
Irat told the owner, if I took a passage in the ship, I 
heliered it would be in the steerage ; but did not say 
much as to my exercise in that case. 

After I went to my lodgings, and ihe case was a little 
known in town, a Friend laid before me the great incon-* 
venience attending a passage in the steerage ; which for 
a time appeared very (fiscouraging to me. 

I soon after went to. bed, and my mind was under a 
deep extrciae before the Lord, whose helping hand was 
manifested to me as I slept that night, and his love 
strengthened my heart. In the morning I went again 
with two Friends on board the vessel ; and after a short 
time gpent therein, I went with Samuel Emlen to the 
house of the owner ; to whom, in the hearmg of Samuel, 
I opened my exercise in relation to a scruple I felt with 
regard to a passage in the cabin, which was in substance 
as follows : 

I told the owner that on the outside of that part of the 
Aip where the cabin was, I observed sundry sorts of 
carved work and imagery ; that in the cabin I observed 
some superfiuity of workmanship of several sorts ; and 
that according to the ways of men's reckoning, the sum 
of money to be paid for a passage in that apartment, had 
some relation to the expense of furnishing it to please 
the minds of such who give way to a conformity to thb 
^orld ; and diat in this case, as in other cases, the monie»' ;< 
received from the passengers, are calculated to answer 
every expense relating to their passage, and amongst the 
rest of these superfluities : and that I felt a scruple \^ith 
regard to paying my money to defray such expenses. 

As my mind was now opened, I told the owner that I 
had «t sev&ai times m my travels, seen great oppressions 
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on Qus coQtineDt; at which my hesufi had .-been mnuli 
a&cted| and brought into a feeling of the dtate.of !te 
sofleieiB. And having many times been engird, m die 
fear and love of God, to labour vnHk those under wImmbi 
the expressed hav?e been borne down and afiicfeed, I 
have often perceived a desire poevaknt to get riohes taid 
provide estates for children, to live confcurmaUy to cosv 
toms, which stand in that spirit wherein men have isegard 
to the honours of this world. In the punmt of these 
things, I have seen many entangled in the spirit erf opr 
pression, and the exercise of my soul has been Sttcfa^ 
that I could not find peace in joining in any tUng wUeh 
I. saw was against that wisdom which is, pure. - * 

After this I agreed for a passage in the steen^; and 
hearing that Joseph White ,had a desire to see me, I felt 
the reviving of a desire to see him, and went to bos 
house, and the next day home, where I tarried two 
nights : and then early in the morning, I parted with my 
fiimily under a sense of the humbling hand of God upon 
me; and going to Philadelphia, had o^^rtumly wbii 
several of my beloved friends, who appeared to be eton 
cemed for me, on account of the unpleasant situation of 
that p^N^f the vessel, where I was likely to lo(%e. 

In these opportunities, my mind through the merdes 
of the Lord, was kept low in an inward waiting for his 
help ; and Friends having expressed their deaire that, J 
might have, a place more convenient than the steerage, 
did not urge, but appeared disposed to leave me to the 
Lord. 

Having staid two nights in Philadelphia, I went tiie 
next day to Darby Monthly Meeting; where, throu^tbe 
strength of Divine love, my heart was enlarged toward 
the youth then present; under which I was helpedilo 
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bibour' in some tenderness of spirit. Then lodging at 
WilHam Home's, I, widi one Friend, went to Chester; 
^ere meetii^ wiHi Samuel Emlen, we went on board 
lliie 1st day of Hie fiAfa ntiontii, 1772: and as I sat alone 
on die deck, I fek a satisfactory evidence that my pro* 
eeedings were not of my own will, but under the power 
of the cross of Christ. 

7di day of the fifth month : have had rou^ weather 
iBostly, since I came on board; and the passengers, 
James Reynolds, John TiU Adams, Sarah Logan and her 
hired maid, and John Bispham, all sea^sick, more or 
less, at times; from which sickness, through the tender 
mercies of my heavenly Father, I have been preserved ; 
my afflictions now being of another kind, 

Tliere appeared an openness in the minds of the master 
of the ship and of the cabin passengers toward me ; we were 
often together on the deck, and sometimes in the cabin. 

My mind, through the merciful help of the Lord, has 
been preserved in a good degree watchful, and inward ; 
and I have this day, great cause to be thankful that I 
eofitinue to feel quietness of mind. 

As my lodging in the steerage, now nearly a week, has 
afforded me opportunities of seeing, hearing and feeling, 
with respect to the life and spirit of many poor sailors ; 
an inward eicercise of soul has attended me, in regard to 
placing children and youth where they may be likely to 
be exampled and instructed in the pure fear of the Lord. 
Being much amongst the seamen, I have from a motion 
of love, several times taken opportunities with one of 
tliem at a time alone ; and in a free conversation, laboured 
to turn their minds toward the fear of the Lord. This 
day we had a meeting in the cabin, where my heart was 
eentrited under a feeling of Divine love. 

Q 



183 LIKE or lomr mooiMASZ 

Concerning lads being trained up as seamen ; I bdieViS 
a communication by sea from one part of the ^vorld t6 
other parts of it, is at times, consistent mth die wSH of 
our heavenly Father ; and to educate some youtii in the 
practice of sailing, I believe may be right But how 
lamentable is the present corruption of the world ! how 
impure are the channels through which trade has a con^ 
veyance ! how great is the danger to which poor lads are 
exposed, when placed on shipboard to learn the art of 
sailing! 

Five lads training up for the seas, were now on board 
of this ship ; two of them brought up amongst oor So* 
ciety, and one has a right amongst Friends, by name 
James Nayler, to whose father, James Nayler mentioned 
in SewePs History, appears to have been uncle. 

I often feel a tenderness of heart toward these poor 
lads ; and at times look at them as though they were my 
children according to the flesh. 

O that all may take heed and beware of covetousness! 
that aU may learn of Christ, who was meek and low 
of heart ! and in faithfully following him, he will teadi 
us to be content with food and raiment, without respect 
to the customs or honours of this world. 

Men thus redeemed, will feel a tender concern for 
their fellow-creatures, and a desire that those in the lowest 
stations may be assisted and encouraged; and where 
owners of ships attain to the perfect law of liberty, and 
are doers of the word, these will be blessed in th«r 
deeds. 

A ship at sea commonly sails all night, and the seamen 
take their watches four hours at a time. 

Rising to work in the night, is not commonly pleasant 
in any case ; but in dark rainy nights it is very didagfee>* 
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•bley. e^^ea Aoiig^ each man were fimuriif d ^rith all oon- 
yeniences. But if men must go out at inidnigfat to help 
ii^mage the ship in the rain, and having small room to 
ideep ^andlay their garments in, are often beset to furnish 
themsd^aes for the watch; their garments or some thing 
jrelating to .their business being wanting, and not easily 
found ; when from the urgency occasioned by high winds, 
jtheytare hastened and called up suddenly; here is a trial 
of patience on the poor sailors^ and the poor lads their 
companions. 

}. .If after they have been on deck several hours in the 
ioghij they come down into the steerage soaking wet, 
and are so closdy stowed that proper eonvenience for 
l^hange of garment is not easily come at, but for want of 
proper room their wet garments thrown in heaps, and 
MOietimes throiigh much crowding, are trodden under 
foot, ingoing to their lodgings and getting out of them, 
and great difficulty at times, each one to find his own ; 
here are trials on the poor sailors. 
. As I have been with them in my lodge^ my heart has 
often yearned £6r.them; and tender desires been raised 
in me, that owners and masters of vessels may dwell in 
the love of God, and therein act uprightly ; and by seek* 
il^ less for gain,. and looking carefully to their ways, may 
earnestly labour to remove all cause of provocation from 
the poor, seamen, either to fret or use excess of strong 
drink ; .foi; indeed the poor creatures at times, in the wet 
and cold, «^em to apply to strong drink to supply the 
Kant of other conveniences. 

CbeatidreJEo^rmation; in the world is wanting, and the 
necessity of it amongst those who do business on the 
flMt waters,. ln& at jdus itime been abundantiy opened 



184 hon QB JOQv woouoflu 

The 8th day of the filUi month* This donmg fbt 
clouds gathered, and the wind blew strong firom the 
south-eastward, and before noon increased to a degree 
that made sailing a{^ear dangerous. The seamen dien 
bound up some of their sails and took down sosoe ; and 
the storm increasing, they put the dead lights, so called, 
into the cabin windows and lighted a lamp as at nigli;t« 

The wind now blew vehemently, and the sea wxougfat 
to such a degree, that an awful seriousness prevailed m 
the cabin, in which I spent, I believe, about seventeen 
hours ; for I believed the poor wet toiling seamen, had 
need of all the room in the crowded steerage, and the 
cabin passengers had given me frequent invitations. 

They ceased now from sailing, and put the vessel in 
the posture called lying-to. » 

My mind during this tempest, through the ^racioos 
assistan(;e of the Lord, was preserved in a gdod d^giee 
of resignation; and I felt at times a £ew words in his love 
to my ship-mates, in regard to the all-sufficiency of Him 
who formed the great deep, and whose care is so exteoh 
sive, that a sparrow fisdls not without his notice. Thus 
in a tender frame of mind I spoke to them of the neees* 
sity of our yielding, in true obedience, to the instructions 
of our heavenly Father, who sometimes through adversio. 
ties, mtendeth our refinement. 

About eleven o'elodic at night I went out on the deck^ 
when the sea wrought exceedingly, and the high foaming 
waves, all around, had in some sort the appearance of 
fire ; but did not give much, if any light. The saitor 
then at the helm, said he lately saw a ocnposant at the 
head of the mast. 

About this time I observed the master of the 8hi|^ 
ordered the carpenter to keep on deck ; and though he 



widlitdey I^apprdiended his eare was, tfmt ihe carpenter 
ynth bis axe niigfat be m readiness, in case of any ex* 
tsemity. 

' Soon 9Ag[ this, the vdiemency of the wind abated ; 
find be6»re mormng they again pat the ship under sail. 
. The 10th day of the month and first of the wedc, being 
fine weadier, we had a meeting in the cabin, at which 
most of ihe seamen were present ; and to me it was n 
almiigAening time. 

The Idth day of &e month. As I continue to lodge 
in the steerage, I feel an opamess ttiis morning to ex- 
pmss something further of the state of my mind, in respect 
to lads bound ap{«enlice to learn the art of sailing. As 
I brieve saoling is of some use in the world, a labour of 
soul attends me, that the pure counsel of Truth may be 
humbly waited for, in this case, by all concerned in the 
boBiness of die seas. 

A pious father, whose mind is exercised for the ever- 
lasting welftre of his child, may not, with a peaceable 
mind, place him out to an employment amongst a peopk 
whose common course of life is manifestly corrupt and 
profane. So great is the present defect amongst sea- 
frring men, in regard to piety and yirtue, and through 
SBL abundant tr^c, and many ships of war, so many peo- 
ple are employed on the sea, that the subject of placing 
lads to this employment appears yery weighty. 

Profieuie examples are very corrupting and very forci- 
ble. As my mind, day after day, and night after night, 
has been affected with a sympathizing tenderness toward 
cd^dren put to the employment of sailors, I have some- 
times had weighty conversation with the sailors in the 

Aei^rage, who were mostly respectful to me, and more 

a2 
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io tlie longer I was wHh fbtm. They mostly appealed 
to take^ kindly what I said to them ; but their minds ap- 
peared to be so deeply impressed with the almost universal 
depraTky amongst sailors, that the poor ereatnres in theb* 
answers to me on this subject, rerired in my rem^^ 
Irrance, tbit of the degenerate Jews a KtlSe before the 
oaptirity, as vepedted by Jeremiah the prophet, <« There 
is no hope.^ 

Under this exercise a sense of the desire of outward 
gain prevailing amongst us, hath felt grievous; and a 
strong call to the professed followers of C5hrist, haft 
been raised in me, that all may take heed, lest through 
loving this present world, they be found in a continued 
neglect of duty, with respect to a faithful labour for a 
vefofmation. 

Silence, as to every motion proceeding from the love 
of money, and an humble waiting upon God to know Us 
wilt concerning us, appear necessary : he alone is able 
to strengthen us to dig deep, to remove all which Kcs 
between us and the safe foundation, and so to direct us 
in our outward employments, that pure universal love 
may shine forth in our proceedings. 

Desires arising from the Spirit of Truth, are pure de- 
sires ; and when a mind, divinely opened toward a youiig 
generation, is made sensible of corrupting examples, 
powerfully working and extensively spreading amongst 
&em, how moving is the prospeet ! 

Tfaeie is a great trade to the coast of Africa for slaves ; 
of which I heard frequent conversation among the saSors! 

A great tirade in that which is raised and prepared 
through grievous oppres^n ! 

A great trade in superfluity of workmanship formed td 
please the pride and vanity of people*s minds! 
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. .^i^^ and extwrive 19 ttwtidepwivi^ irtiehp wfiM 
amongst the p!9or flBikm! 

. Wbea I icnusmbcr tibat s^g of Oia Most Ifigfa^ 
t)i^#^ Im pfoph^ (^.Thi» people have I fonaed for 
p^^elf ; tb^y sbidl ahow forth mj jause," and Uuk o| 
pkcing childcm amongrt them^toieani die pfictice of 
fi^lill^ the conswlency ef il; vidi a pioas educaliQn, 
aeema to me like that mentioned by the propkeC, <<Thevi 
Ml no aoswer ftom God.'^ 

In. a wotld of dangen and difficnkies, like a desctete 
tbofny wild^messy how precioasi hew (^faifortable, how 
lafe, are the leadiagsof Chmt, die .good Shepherd; 
who said, ^} I know my iheep^ and an^ known of mine.'' 

The 16th day of the month. Wind for several daye 
past often high, what the sailors eall squally, rough sea 
ind frequent rains. This, last night was a veiy trying 
one to the poor sc^unen ; the water, daring the chief part 
of it, running over the main deck, and sometimes break* 
V^ waves came on the quarter deck. The latter part 
of the night as I lay in bed, my mind was humbled under 
tb^ power of Divine love ; and resignednees to the great 
Creator of the earth and the seas, was renewedly wrought 
in n^ whose fatherly care* over his children felt precious 
^p my soul. Desires were now renewed in me, to em* 
brace. every (^)portunity of being inwardly acquainted 
with the hardships and difficulties of my feUow*creatnres, 
and to labour in bis love for the spreading of pure un^* 
versal righteousness on the earth. The opportunities 
^ere frequent of hearing oonversation amongst the s«lors, 
iil^^ip^ct to the voyages to Africa, the manner of bringing 
the. deeply oppressed slaves into our islands, and d&eif 
coildition .ofik boand the vessels, frequently in diains and 
fetters, with hearta loMkd widi grief, und^ the dfipre^ 



kiMMUis of miienUe dmmj; aad- mjr mind wa»*ftcM 
qaently opened to meditate on tlww Ihiige. < 

On tke 17th day of the roonlii^nd finrtof tfatt^freek| 
ive had a meetuig ia the cabin; tavhicil Hie seenien 
generally eame. MY8pmtfvn» oontvite before the LcfrA] 
iriioee lerve attiiia.tiflie, affieeted myheart 

This Aftemoott I fdt a tender flymjiadiy of eonl, witfi 
my poor infe and .flonily iek behind ; in "v^iek atsle mj 
heart was enlarged in desires that 4hey nay 'walk te-tiifft 
h«flri>le obedience ^iriunrnn the everiasting Fatii^ may be 
their guide aiKtenppoit, through all thedfficultiea in this 
mHid; and a sense of Aat gracious assiata&^e, 'Aroogtt 
iviueh.iny mind hath been strengthened to take up fte 
OfOSB and leate them, to travel in the love of Truth, begot 
ftanhfufaMSS in my heart to our grelt Helper. ' 

On the 24th day of the month and fimrt of ithe weelkr, a 
elear pleasant morning ; and as I salt on deek, I feh a re- 
Txving in my nataue ; ^vhich through mnoh rainy inneathef 
and high winds, being shut up in a dose uidieatthy idar^ 
was wedcaied. 

Seveial nights of late I fek breathing so difficult, timC 
a little after the rising of the second watch, which is 
about widni^, I got up,.Bnd stood, I believe, nearly 
an hoar wsth iny face^nearthe hatchway^ to get the 6edi 
air at a amril Taeancy under the hatch door, which is 
commonly shut down, partly to keep out rain, and-soine^ 
tknes to keep^the breaking waves fiom dashing into 'the 

swcfii^e* ^ 

I may, wtdi thankfiilness toi the Father of mercies; 
admowiedge that int my present we^k- stsfte, my ndMI 
toth been supported totbear-tfae.iEkffiction with patience ; 
Iffiid I.hsvte>le«ked*at the pitesent dispeiisation se a kkid^ 
Msa ftom the great Fitter of maaikind^ who,'ki tbiiT'lq^ 
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feel what mamj thennMidfi of ao^ ftUoWHueataies eftee 
eiifiev in a greater degree^ 

.Ify aj^tite biiiag^ the trial hat been the heaTiar) 
at)d I haTe fehtender breadungB in my amil after Gedi 
the fountain of oomfort, whose inward help has aeppUed^ 
a* times, the want of outward eonvemeMe: aad strong 
desiaes haxre etteaded nae, ftat his ftmHy, who are ao* 
qnaittted with the Bastmgs of hia Holy Spirit, ms^besd 
aedeemed fiem the lofe of moMy, aad -from that qririt 
in which men aeek honour' one of anotber; that in aD 
hnameas by sea or laoMi, we auy eonstantfy ke^ in view 
Ibe coming of Us Jdngdem on earth> as it is in heaven) 
and by ftithfiiUy foUowiag ttus safe gtiide> show fintfi 
CKampks, tendh^ to lead o«t of those thinp «nder 
which the creation groans ! 

. This day we had a meeting in the eabin; in whieh I 
mm favowed in some degree to ezperisfliee the fiilfilling 
(tf that saying of the prophet, «< The Lord haith been a 
strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in their die* 
tmas ;" for which my heait is bowed in thankftikiesi 
before him. 

The 28th day of the mon&r wet weadier of late, with 
saudl winds inclining to edms ; our seaaaen east a lead, 
I aoppose about one hundred fiitbons, but found no 
bottom : foggy weather this moraing* 
. Through the kindness of the great Preserver of men^ 
my mind remains quiet ; and a degree of exercise fkom 
day to day attends me^ that.the pure peaeedbk - govAn- 
ment of Christ may iqpvtad and prevail aaaongst mankinds 
..The leading on of a young genertftkm, in diat puie 
way, in which the wisdom of this worid halh no pboet 
where parenii and Inlaie, bimbly wv&ag for the heav* 
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j#,ia J«ii|fi» km fiur «eFti9l dnyfl^.buMft the i^xercise jof siqr 
Qund. how safe, how quiet is.that ^t9le» wh^re. the 
80ul stands ioipttf^ ^dieaee to the Toii^e of Christ, and 
a watchful care is laajntaiped^ not taXoUaw; the voice«o£ 
the atmnger ! 

Here, Chnstisfekto be, our Shepherd.; aodundechis 
leading pfrople are brought to a stabilify ;..aDd wbeie.he 
doth, iiotiead forward,* we are bound in the bonds o£ 
lime loTe, tQStand still and wait upon him. In the Io?e 
d£ money t ^d in the wisdom of this world, business is 
|VKi(>ose4» then the ufg^aiojr of aflairs pushes forward i 
|ior can the mind in thift state,, discern the good and per- 
fect will of God eom^ecuing; us. . 

The love of God is mwifeel^d ingigaciottsly calling, us 
to come out of that which stands in oottfusion; butifwe 
bow not in the name of Jesus ; if we give not up those 
prospects of gainy which in the* wisdom of this, wodd aie 
(ipen belbre us,- but say in ournhearts, I must needa-go 
OH ; aiMl m going ^n, I thope to keep, as near to . the 
pwit]K;of Truth, as the business before me will admit ^| 
here the mind remaius eutangled, and the shining of the 
light of life intei tbe^eoul is obsl^uoted.. 

. This query opens in • my mind in the love lof . Chxi^i 
where shall a pio«s &ther place his son apprentice, to Jbe 
instructed in the prfketiee of ciossifiig the S9as ; . and have 
fidth te belief e,.iChat Christ our holy Shepherd leads him 
tO'|»Iace«hia fioh thei^e? 

. Surely Hm Lord ealts to.mowuingi and deep humihair 
tiw,.;^ in,]M^j(«er'.^€k s^aysbeimslmi^, and led safely 
m.throngh the gyirat.diflfknhies.and perplexities of the 
PMSjent#ge* , . 

.iiu^ aa/ep^reieulyeelion of OHCi wiUs,j thtt jLqrd:gpr 



^ot»Iy t>peiu» a wayfi^ fan pMpte, iM^ieie'idi "flMir wtati 
dre bomrded' by* Mi ^^isdoiii ; and heie we expeneAxm 
Ite substance of ^vhatMosesthe piopiietfguited oat id 
the water of separation, as a {Hntf cation firom sid, 

Bsatt is mentioned as n efa9d red ^ over, like a ludrj 
garment : in Esau is represented the natural will of buobu 
In preparing die water of'sepafation, a red heifer with* 
otit'biemirii, on which there had been no yobs, was to 
be slain, and her blood sprinkled by die priest seren 
tones toward Ihe tabernaeie of the congregation.- Then 
her ddn, h^ flesh, and all pertaming to her, were to be 
burnt without the camp ; and <tf her ashes the water was 
prepaered. Tbum the crodfying^of the old man, or natural 
will, is represented ; and hence comes a separation from 
ftat carnal mind, which is death. 

<^He who toucheth the dead body of a man, and puii« 
fieth not himself with the water of separation, be defileth 
the tabernacle of the Lord ; he is unclean.^ 

If any throogh the loTe of gain, go forth into business 
wherein they dwell as amongst the tombs, and touch the 
bodies of those who are deall : if tikese, through the m* 
finite love of God, feel die power of the cross of Christ 
to crucify them to die worid, and dierein learn humbly 
tofe>Ih>wdie Divine Leader; here is the judgment of 
ttks world^-^here die prince of dns world is cast out. 

The water of separatbn is felt; and though we hav« 
been amongst the slain,* and through the desiie of gain 
have touched the dead body of a man ; yet in the puri* 
ffing love of Cfhrist^ we* are wariied in the water of 
separation, are brought off from that business^ from- that 
gain, and from diat'feUowriiip, which are not agreeabk 
to his holy will. I have felt a renewed confirmation jai 
tisie time of 'diis voyage, Hbat the Lord, in his infinite 
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love, is caOnig to his "rinted chfldren^ 00 to gire np all 
outward possesskms and means of getting treasi^es, tkat 
hiis Holy Spirit maj lure free course in their hearts, and 
direct them in all dieir proceedings. 

To feel the substance pointed at in this figure, man 
must know death, as to his own will. 

« No man can see God, and live :" This was spokea 
by the Almighty to Moses the {»:oi^et; and opened by 
our blessed Redeemer. 

, As death comes on our own wills, and a new life is 
formed in us, die heart is pmified and prq^red to under- 
stand clearly. << Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
dxall see God." In purity of heart, the mind is Diyinely 
opened to behold the nature of universdi righteousness, 
or the righteousness of the kingdom of God. <vNo man 
hath seen the Father, save he that is of God ; he hath 
seen the Father." 

The natural nnnd is active about the things of this life ; 
and in this natural activity, business is proposed, and 
there is a will in us to go forward in it. And as long as 
diis natural will remains unsubjected, so long there re- 
mains an obstruction against the clearness of Divine li|^t 
operating in us ; but when we love God with all ouc 
heart, and with all our strength, then in this love we love 
our neighbours as ourselves ; and a tenderness of heart 
is felt toward all people for whom Christ died, even such 
who as to untoward circumstances may be to us as the 
Jews were to the Samaritans. «Who is my neigfa. 
hour?" See this question answered by our Saviour, 
Luke X, 30. 

In this love we can say, that Jesus is the Lord ; and 
the reformation in our souls is manifested in a full reformat 
tion of our lives, wherein all things are new, and 4^1 
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Anngs are of* Qod ; ft Cor. t, 18, in this the desire of 
gain 19 subjected. 

When employment is honestly Allowed in the light of 
Truth; and people become dOigent in business, <<fer* 
▼ent in spirit, senring the Lord," the name is opened ; 
<< This is the name by which he shall be called, The 
Lard ovr Righteousness." Oh, how precious is tibis 
Mme! It is like ointment poured out. Hie chaste 
virgins are in love with the Redeemer; and for promot* 
tag his peaceable kingdom in the world, are content to 
endure hardness fike good soldiers ; and are so separated 
ifi ^itit from the desire of riches, that in their employ- 
ments, they become extensively careful to give no of* 
fence, eidier to Jews, or heathen, or the church of Christ. 

On the 31st day of the month, and first of ihe week^ 
we had a meeting in die cabin, with nearly all the ship's 
company ; the whole being nearly thirty. In diis meet* 
ing ^e Lord, in mercy, fevoured us with the extendings 
of his love. 

The 2d day of the sixth month. Last evening the 
seamen found bottom at about twenty fathoms. 

This morning there was a fair wind, and it was plea- 
sant : as I sat on deck my heart was overcome with the 
love of Christ, and melted into contrition before him : 
and in this state, the prospect of that work, to which I 
have Mt my mind drawn when in my native land, being 
in some degree opened before me, I felt like a little 
child ; and my cries were put up to my heavenly Father 
for preservation, that in an humble dependence on him, 
my soul may be strengthened in his love, and kept in- 
wardly waiting for his counsel. 

This afternoon we saw that part of England called the 

Lizard. 

R 
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Sone dunghill fowls yet retained of those Hxe-fm' 
sengers took for their sea^stores : I believe about fonrte^i 
peridied in the storms at sea, by the waves breaking 
over the qasrter*deck ; and a considefable nnmber widi 
sickness, at difierent times. I observed the cocks crew 
coming down the Delaware, and while we were near, the 
lutd ; but afterward, I think I did not hear one of Utaxi 
crow till we came near the land in En^and, when tih^ 
again crowed a few times. 

In observing their dull appearance at sea, and the 
pining sickness of some of them, I often remembered the 
fountain of Goodness, who gave being to all creatoses, 
and whose love extends even to caring for the sparrows; 
and I believe, where the love of Grod is verily perfeeled, 
and the true spirit of government watchlUly attended to, 
a tenderness toward all creatures made subject to us 
will be experienced; and a care felt, that we do not 
lessen that sweetness of life, in the animal creation, whieh 
the great Creator intends for them under our government. 

The 4th day of the month. Wet weather, with high 
winds, and so dark dmt we could see but a little way. 
I perceived our seamen were apprehensive of missing the 
ehannel ; which I understood was narrow. In a while 
it grew lighter ; and they saw the land, and knew wbeie 
we were. Thus the Father of merdes was pleased to 
try us witii the sight of dangers, and then graciously 
fipom time to time deliver from them ; sparing our Uvea, 
that in humility and reverence, we may walk before him, 
and put our trust in him. 

About noon a pilot came off from Dover ; where my 
beloved friend Samuel Emlen went on shore, and thence 
to London, about seventy-two miles by land ; but I&lt 
easy in staying in the ship. 
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The 7th day of the mouthy and first of the week. A 
dear morning ; we lay at anchor for the tide, and had a 
parting meeting with the ship's company ; in which my 
heart was enlarged in a fervent concern fof them, that 
they may come to experience salvation through Christ. 
Had a head wind up the Thaoies ; somedmea lay at an- 
dkotj andsaw many ships passing, and some at anchor 
nettr ; and had lai^ge opportunity of feeling the spirit in 
which the poor bewildered sailors too generally live. 
That lamentable degeneracy, which so much prevails 
, among the people employed on the seas, so aflected my 
heart, that I may not easily convey to another the feeling 
I h«ve had. 

The present state ot a sea*fering life in general, ap- 
pears so opposite to a pious education ; so fiiU of cor> 
mption, and extreme alienation from God; so full of 
examples, the most dangerous to young people, that in 
looking toward a young generation, I feel a care for 
fliem, that they may have an education difierent from the 
present education of lads at sea : and that all of us, who 
are acquainted with the pure Gospel spirit, may lay this 
case to heart, may remember the lamentable corruptions 
which attend the conveyance of merchandise across the 
seas, and so abide in the love of Christ, that being de* 
livered from the love of money, from the entangling 
expenses of a curious, delicate and luxurious life, we 
may:Ieam contentment with a little; and promote the 
sea»fariiig life no Aurther, than that spirit, which leads 
into all trutii, attends us in our jMroceedings. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Attends the Yearly Meeting in London — ^proceeds towards York- 
shire, visiting several Quarterly and other meetings in the 
ooonties oi Hertford; Warwick, Oxford, Nottmgham, York, 
and Westmoreland ; and thence again into Yorkshire, and to 
the city of York— some instmctire thoughts and obflerva»- 
tions — ^letters on divers subjects — shears of the decease of 
William Hunt; some account of him — ^sickness at York; 
and death there. 

On the 8th day of the sixth liionth, 1772, we landed 
at London ; and I went straightway to the Yearly Meel* 
ing of ministers and elders, which had been gathered, I 
suppose, about half an hour. 

In this meieting,. my mind was humbly contrite : in the 
afternoon, the meeting of business opened, which l^ 
adjournments held near a week. In these meetings, I 
often felt a living concern for the establishment of Friends 
in the pure life of Truth ; and my heart was enlarged in 
the meeting of ministers, meeting of business, and in 
several meetings for public worship ; and I felt my mind 
united in true love to the faithful labourers now gatliered 
at this Yearly Meeting.. 

On the 15th day of the month I left London, and w^t 
to a Quarterly Meeting at Hertford. 

The 1st day of the seventh month. I have been at 
Quarterly Meetings at Sherrington, Northampton, Ban- 
bury and Shipton^ and had sundry meetings between. 
My mind has been bowed under a sense of Divine good- 
ness manifested amongst us ; my heart being often en- 
larged in true love^ both amongst ministers and elders, 
and in public meetings ; and through the Lord's good- 
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ansy I beliere it has beei;i a firedi Tiaitatioii to mauy^ ia 
particular to the youth. 

The 17th day of the month. Was thisjday at Binning^ 
liam : ha^e been at meetings at Corentryy Warwick in 
Oxfordshire, and sundry other places; I hare felt the 
humbling hand of the Lord upon me, and throi^ his 
tender mercies find peace in the labours I have gone 
tbrou^. 

The 26th day of the month. I hare continued tra?^ 
eHing northward visiting meetings: was this day at 
Nottingham ; which, in the forenoon especially, was 
through Divine love a heart-tendering season : next day 
had a meeting with Friends' children and some Friends; 
this^ through the strengthening arm of the Lord, was a 
time to be thankfully remembered. 

The 2d day of the eighth mcmth^ and first of the 
week, was this day at Sheffield, a large inland town : I 
have been at sundry meetings last week, and feel inward 
thankfulness for that Divine support,, which hath been 
graciously extended to me. 

The 9^ day of the month, and first of the week, was 

* at Rushworth : have lately passed through some painful 

labour ; but I have been comforted, under a sense of that 

Divine visitation, which I feel extended toward many 

young people. 

The 16th day of the month, the first of the week, was 
at Settle : it has of late been a time of inwurd poverty ; 
under which, my mind has been preserved in a watchful 
tender state, feeling for the mind of the holy Leader, 
and find peace in the labours I have passed through. 

On inquiry, in many places, I find the price of rye 

' about five shillings, and wheat about eight riullings, per 

bushel; oatmeal twelve shiUmgs for an hundred and 

r2 
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kwentf.fovaA; imittottfirom'^bree-ptDce to five^peaae 
per pound; bacon, from seven^penee to nine^peiiee; 
oheese, from four-pence to «ix«pence ; butter, from eighth 
pence to ten-pence ; house-rent, for a poor man, from 
twenty-five shillings to forty shillings per year, to be paid 
weekly ; wood for fire, very scarce and dear ; coal, in 
some places, two shillings and six^p^ioe per hundred 
weight ; but near the pits, not a quarter so muck. O, 
may the wealthy consider the poor! 

The wages of labouring men in several counties toward 
London, are ten-pence per day in common business, the 
employer finds small-beer, and the labourer finds his own 
food; but in harvest and hay time, wages are about 
one shilling per day, and the labourer has all his diet 
In some parts of the north of England, poor labouring 
men have their food where they woik ; and appear, in 
common, to do rather better than nearer London. In- 
dustrious women, who spin in the factories, get some 
four-pence, some five-pence, and so on to six, seven, 
eight, nine or ten-pence per day, and find their own 
house-room and diet. Great numbers of poor people 
live chiefly on bread and water in the southern parts of 
England, and some in the northern parts ; and there am 
many poor children hot even taught to read. May those 
who have plenty, lay these things to heart! 

Stage>-coa€hes frequently go upwards of an hundred 
miles in twenty-four hours ; and I have heard Friends 
say, in several places, that it is common for horses to be 
kiUed with hard driving, and many others are driven ontil 
they grow blind. 

Post-boys pursue their business, each one to his stage, 
all night through the winter : some boys who ride long 
stages, suier gready during winter nights ; and at several 
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placesi have hewd ef their being iroBeD to de«th. 86 
great is die buny in the spirit of this world, that m 
aiming to do boaness qniek and to gain wealth, the 
eieation at this daj doth loudly groan! 

As my journey has been without a horse, I have had 
seyeral offers of being assisted on my way in stage- 
eoaches ; but have not been in them ; nor have I had 
ficeedom to send letters by these posts, in the present 
way of their riding; the st^^es being so fixed, and one 
boy dependant on another as to time, that they commonly 
go upward of one humdred miles in twenty^our hours ; and 
in the cold long winter nights, the poor boys msSex much. 

I heard in America of the way of these posts ; and 
cautioned Friends in the Greneral Meeting of mimsters 
and dders at Philadelphia, and in the Yearly Meeting of 
ministers and elders at London, not to send letters to me 
on any common occasion by post And though on this 
account, I may be likely to hear more seldom firom my 
fiimily left behind, yet for righteousness sake, I am 
through Divine favour made content. 

I have felt great distress of mind, since I came on this 
island, on account of the members of our Society being 
mixed with the worid, in various sorts of business and 
traffic, carried on in impure channels. Great is the trade 
to Africa for slaves! and in loading these ships, abund- 
ance of people are employed in the factories ; amongst 
whom are many of our Society. Friends in early times 
refused on a religious principle, to make or trade in su* 
perfluities, of which we have many large testimonies on 
record : but for want of faithfulness some gave way, even 
somB whose examples were of note in our Society ; and 
firom thence others took more liberty. Members of our 
Society worked in superfluities, and bought and sdd 



tbem ; aod thus ^linness of s^t came cffer many. At 
kngtb, Friends got into the use of coioe sup^uitieB ia 
dies8» and in the furniture of their houses ; and this hm 
spread from less to more^ until superfluity of scnae VmAs 
ia common amongst us. 

In this declining state^ muy look at die example ose 
of another, and too much neglect the pure feeling oi 
Truth. Of late years, a deqp exercise has attended my 
mind, that Friends may dig deep, may carefully cast 
forth the loose mattery and get dovm to the Rock, tins 
sure foundation, and there hearken to that Divine yokse 
which gives a clear and . certain sound. I have felt ia 
that which doth not deceive, that if fViends who have 
known the Truth, keep in that tenderness of heart, Tif^here 
4JI views of outward gain are given up, and their trust is 
only on the Lord, he will graciously lead some to be 
p^erns of deep self-denial in things relating to trade a&d 
handicrafl labour ; and that some who have plenty of the 
treasures of tibis world, will set an example of a plain 
frugal life, and pay wi^s to suoh whom they may hire, 
more liberally than is now customary in some places. 

The 23d day of the month ; was this day at Prestos- 
Patrick, and had a comfortable meeting. I have sevefal 
times been entertained at the houses of Friends, who had 
sundry things about them which had the appearance of 
outward greatness; and as I have kept inward^ way btf 
opened for conversation vrith such in private, in which 
Divine goodness has favoured us together with hetft- 
tendering times. 

The 26th. day of the month. Being now at George 
Crosfield's, in the county of Westmoreland, I feel a eott* 
cem to commit to writing, that which to me hath been a 
case uncommon* 
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In a time of siekiiess wiQi 6ie pleorifij, a liMe upward 
of two yeara and a half ago, I was brought so near the 
gates of dea&y tibat I forgot my name : being then <te^ 
sirous to know who I was, I saw a mass of matter of a 
dull gloomy colour, between the south and the east ; and 
was informed, that this mass was human beings in as 
great misery as they could be, and live ; and that I was 
mixed in with them, and that henceforth I might not con- 
sider mysetf as a distinct or separate being. In this state 
I Remained several hours. I then heard a soft melodious 
voice, more pure and harmonious than any I had heard 
before. I believed it was the voice of an angel, who 
spake to the other angels, and the words were these, 
John Woolman is dead. I soon remembered that I once 
was John Woolman ; and being assured that I was alive 
in the body, I greatly won<kred what that heavenly voice 
could mean. 

I believed beyond doubting that it was the voice of an 
holy angel ; but as yet it was a mystery to me. 

I was then carried in spirit to tiie mines, where poor 
oppressed pe<^e were digging rich treasures for those 
called Christians ; and I heard them blaspheme the name 
of Christ, at which I was grieved ; fcMr his name to me 
was precious. 

Then I was informed, that tbese heathen were told, 
that those who oppressed them were the followers of 
Ohrist; and they said amongst themselves. If Christ 
directed them to use us in this sort, then Christ is a cruel 
tyrant. 

All this time the song of the angel remained a mystery ; 
and in liie morning, my dear wife and some othef^ coming 
to my bed-side, I asked them if they knew who I was ; 
and they telMng me I was John Woolman, tb6ug^ I was 



igMi^Mided ; for I totd Hhbib no^nvlnttlie u^ «idd^ 
nor was I disposed to talk wack >to aiq^ omt;. butnv» 
rery desuoiis to get so doep, th«t I migkt ondetstaiid this 
SftjBteiy. 

My tongue was often- so dry, tibat I couhl not speak 
till I had moved it about 9sA gadiered sosie moisture) 
ud as I lay still lor. atime, at length I felt Divine porwer 
p»pare my mouth thai I could speak; and then I said) 
^I amcniciiied with Olntst^ nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life I now live in -tfa« 
iaah, I live by the fidth'cof the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself 'for me." 

Then the mystery was opened; and I perceived there 
was joy in heaven over a sinner who had repented ; and 
that that language (J(^n Woolman is dead) meant no 
more than the death of my own will. 

Soon after this I coughed, and raised much bloody 
matter ; wfamh I had not done during this vision : and 
now my natural undemtanding returned as before. Here 
I saw, that people getting silver vessels to set off their 
tables at entertainments, wds often stained wilii worldly 
gloiy ; and that. in the present state of things, I i^iould 
take heed how I fed mysdf out of silver vessels. 

Soon after my recovery, going to our Monthly Meet* 
ing) I dined at a.Friend?s house where drink w^s brought 
in silvar. vessels, and not in any other; and wanting some 
drink, I told him n^ case with weeping ; and he ordered 
some drink, for me in another vessel. 

The like I afterwards went throu^ in several Friends* 
houses in America^ and*have also in Eng^d, sinee I 
came here: and have cause, with, humble reverence, to 
aokaawledge the loving^kindness of my heavenly Fafter, 
who hi^< preserved me in such a tender &ame of mind, 



that^fiOB69 1 bflKeve, hvre ever bem ofiimded atuhatl 
lemye said on that'ocostton. 

After this su^neffi, I ^pAe iwt » pablic meedags fof 
vrorship.for neady one year ; bat my mind was y^y oftai 
in company with the oppressed stares, as I sat in meel- 
iD^ps: and though under this dispenntion, I was shut np 
fiwm speaking, yet the spring of the Go^ei xniiiislry was 
many times liviBgly opened in me; and the Divine gift 
operated by abundance of weeping, in feeling* the op-* 
pression of tius people. It being long anee I passed 
ti»aagh this dispensation, and the matter rmnaining 6edi 
and livingiy in my mind, I believe it safest for me to 
Gonunit it to writing. 

The 30th day of the month. This morning I wrote a 
letter, in substance as follows : 

<< Beloved friend^ 

^< My mind is often affected as I pass along^ under a 

sense of the state of many poor peopie, wh^ sit under 

that sort of ministry which. requires much outward labour 

to support it; and the loving-kindness of our heavenly 

Father, in opening a pure Goi^l ministry in this nation, 

hath often raised thankfulness in my heart to him. I often 

remember the conflicts of the faithful under persecution, 

and now look at the free exercise of the pure gift, unin* 

terrupted by outward laws, as a trust committed to us, 

which requires our deepest gratitude, and most careftd 

attention. I feel a tender concern, that the work of 

reformation, so prosperously jcarried on in this land witikin 

a few ages past, may go forward and spread amongst the 

nations ; and may not go backward, through dust gather^ 

ing on our gannents, who have been called to a work so 

great and so precious. 
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« Laul areiiiiig I had a little appoftiaiif at thy hoase 
with some of thy famfly in thy abaeace, m whu^ I re* 
joiced ; aad feeliiig a sweetness on my mind toward thee, 
I now endeavour to open a little of the feeling I had 
there. 

<< I have heard that in these parts, you had, at certain 
seasons meetings of conference, in relation to Friends 
tiving up to our principles, in which several meetings 
umte in one; with which I feel unity. I have in some 
measure, felt Truth lead that way amongst Friends in 
America; and have founds my dear friend, that in these 
labours, aU superfluities in our own living are against 
us. I feel that pure love toward thee, in which there is 
freedom. 

<< I look at that precious gift bestowed on thee, widi 
awfulness before Him who gave it ; andieel a care, that 
we may be so separated to the Gospel of Christ, that 
those things which proceed from the spirit of this world, 
may have no place amongst u& 

. « Thy friend, 

John Woolman." 

I rested a few days, in body and mind, with our friend 
Jane Crosfield, who was once in America : was on the 
sixth day of the week, at Kendal in Westmoreland ; and 
at Grayrig meeting the 30th day of the month, and first 
of the week. 

. I have known poverty of late, and been graciously 
supported to keep in the patience; and am thankful, 
under a sense of the goodness of the Lord toward those 
that are of a contrite spirit. 

The 6th day of the ninth month and first of the week; 
was this day at Counterside, a large meeting-house and 
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very fiA: funl ftfongh tlie opening of pvre lore, it vns 
a s tr e n g d i c iiing time to me, and I beUeve to manj more. 

The IM day of tiie month. Was ttiia day at Rich- 
mond, a small meeting; but the town's peopk conang 
in, the house was crowded: it was a time of heaty 
labour ; and I believe was a profitable meeting. 

At this place I heard that my kinsman WtHiam Hant 
from North Carolina, who was on a religious visit to 
Friends in England, departed this life on the 9dt day of 
the nindi month instant, of the smallpox, at NewcMde. 
He appeared in the ministry when a youth ; and his 
labours therein were of good savour. He travelled much 
in that woric in America. I once heard him say in pnUic 
testimony, that his concern was, in that visit, to be de» 
voted to the service of Christ so fully, that he might not 
spend one minute in pleasing himself; which words, 
joined with his example, were a means of stirring up the 
pure mind in me. 

Having of late travelled often in wet weather, through 
narrow streets in towns and villages, where there were 
dirtiness under foot, and the scent arising firom that filth, 
vrtiich more or less infects the air of all thickly settled 
towns ; and being but weakly, I have fek distress both 
in body and mind, with that which is impure. 

In these joumejrs I have been where much clodi has 
been dyed ; and sundry times walked over ground, where 
much of the dye stuffs has drained away. I have felt a 
longing in my mind, that people might come into clean- 
ness of spirit, deanness of person, and cleanness about 
their houses snA garments. 

Some who are great, carry delicacy to a great height 
themselves, and yet real cleanKness is not generally pro- 
loioted. Dyes being invented partly to please the eye, 

8 
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and partly to hide dirt, I have felt in Ibis wedt st»te, 
travdling in dirtiness and affected with unwholesome 
scents, a strong desire that the practice of dyeing cloth 
to hide dirt may be-more fully considered. 

*To hide dirt in our garments, appears opposite to real 
cleanliness. 

To wash garments and keep them sweet, appears 
cleanly. 

Throu^ giving way to hiding dirt in our garments, a 
spirit which would cover that which is disagreeable, is 
strengthened. 

Real cleanness becometh a holy people : but hiding 
that which is not clean by colouring our garments, ap- 
pears contrary to the sweetness of sincerity. 

Through some sorts of dyes, cloth is less useM ; and 
if the value of dye-stufls, the expense of dyeing, and the 
damage done to cloth were all added together, and that 
expense applied to keep all sweet and clean, how much 
more cleanly would people be. 

On this visit to England I have felt some instractioM 
sealed on my mind, which I am concerned to leave in 
'- ^ writing, for ihe use of such who are caUed to the station 
of a minister of Christ. 

Christ being the Prince of peace, and we being no 
more than ministers, I find it necessary for us, not only 
to feel a concern in our first going forth, but to expe- 
rience the renewing thereof, in the appointment of meet- 
ings. 

I felt a concern in America, to prepare for this voyage ; 
and being through the mercy of God brought safely here, 
my heart was like a vessel that wanted vent, and for 
several weeks at first, when my mouth was opened in 
meetings, it often felt like the raising of a gate in a water 
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course, wh^re a weig^ of water lay upon it ; and m these 
labours there s^peared a fresh visitation to many, espe- 
cially the youth ; but sometimes after this, I felt empty 
and poof, and yet felt a necessity to appoint meetings. 

In this state I was exercised to abide in the pure life 
of Truth, and in all my labours to watch diligently against 
the motions of self in my own mind. 

I have frequently felt a necessity to stand up, when the 
spring of the ministiy was low, and to speak from the ' 
necessity, in that which subjecteth the will of the crea- 
ture ; and herein I was united with the suffering seed, 
and found inward sweetness in these mortifying labours. 

As I have been preserved in a watchful attention to the 
Divine Leader under these dispensations, enlargement at 
times hath followed, and the power of Truth hath risen 
higher in some meetings, than I ever knew it before 
through me. 

Thus I have been more and more instructed as to the 
necessity of depending, not upon a concern which I felt 
in America, to come on a visit to England ; but upon 
the fresh instructions of Christ the Prince of peace, from 
day to day. 

Now of late, I felt a stop in the appointment of meet- 
ings, not whoUy but in part ; and I do not feel liberty to 
appoint them so quickly one after another as I have here- 
tofore. 

The work of the ministry being a work of Divine love, 
1 feel that the openings thereof are to be waited for in 
aQ our appointments. 

O how deep is Divine wisdom ! Christ puts forth his 
ministers, and goeth before them ; and oh how great is 
the danger of departing from the pure feeling of that 
whkh leadeth safely ! 
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Christ knoweth the state of the pec^le, and in the puie 
feeling of the Gospel ministiy, their states are opened to 
his servants. 

Christ knoweth when the fruit-bearing branches them* 
selves have need of purging. 

Oh that these lessons may be remembered by me! and 
that all who appoint meetings, may proceed in the pure 
feeling of duty. 

I have sometimes felt a necessity to stand up, but that 
spirit which is of the world hath so much prevailed in 
many, and the pure life of Truth has been so pressed 
down, that I have gone forward, not as one travelling in 
a road cast up and well prepared, but as a man walking 
through a miry place, in which are stones here and there, 
safe to step on ; but so situated that one step being taken, 
time is necessary to see where to step next. * 

I find that in the pure obedience, the mind learns con- 
tentment in appearing weak and foolish to that wisdom 
which is of the world ; and in these lowly labours, they 
who stand in a low place, rightly exercised und« the 
cross, will find nourishment. 

The gift is pure, and while the eye is single in attend- 
ing thereto,, the understanding is preserved clear ; self is 
kept out ; and we rejoice in filling up that which remains 
of the afflictions of Christ, for his body's sidce, which is 
the church. 

The natural msm loveth eloquence, and many love to 
hear eloquent orations ; and if there is not a carefiil at- 
tention to the gift, men who have once laboured in the 
pure Gospel ministry, growing weaiy of sufiering, and 
ashamed of appearing weak, may kindle a fire, compass 
themselves about with spaiks and walk in the light, not 
of Christ who is under suffering, but of that fire^ which 
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•QjLej going from the gift have kindled. And that in 
hearers which is gone from the meek suffering state into 
the worldly wisdom, may be warmed with this fire, and 
speak highly of these labours. That which is of God 
gathers to God ; and that which is of the world is owned 
by the world. 

In this journey a labour hath attended my mind, that 
the ministers amongst us may be preserved in the meek, 
feeUng life of Truth, where we may have no desire, but 
to follow Christ and be with him ; that when he is under 
sufiering we may suffer with him ; and never desire to 
rise up in dominion, but as he by tbe virtue of his own 
spirit may raise us. 



A few days after writing these considerations, our dear 
Mend in the course of his religious visit, came to the city 
of York, and attended most of the sittings of the Quar- 
terly Meeting there ; but before it was over, was taken 
iO of the smallpox. Our friend Thomas Priestman and 
others who attended him, preserved the following min- 
utes of his expressions in the time of his sickness, and 
of his decease. 

FW-day, the 27th of the ninth month, 1772. His 
disorder appeared to be the smallpox : being asked to 
have a doctor's advice, he signified he had not freedom 
pr liberty in his mind so to do, standing wholly resigned 
to his will who gave him life, and whose power he had 
witnessed to raise and heal him in sickness before, when « 
he seemed nigh illito death ; and if he was to wind up 
now, he was perfectly resigned, having no vrill either to 
live or die, and did not choose any should be sent for to 
him. But a young man an apothecary coming of his 

82 
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ownaccosd the next daj, and desking to do loaettt^ 
for huoL, he said, he found a freedom to ^sonfisr wiAUii 
and the other Fiiends about him, and if any thing ahoild 
be proposed,, as to medicine, that did not come thmu^ 
defiled ebannelsor oppresaiTe hands, be idionld be wit 
ling to consider and take it, so far as be found freedon. 

Second*day. He said he fidt the ^iisorder to affisct 
bis bead, so that be could think litiie, and but asa efaUd^ 
and desred if his understanding s^uld be more affected^ 
t0 have nothing given him that those about him knew he 
bad a testimony against. 

Thiid<hiy be uttered the fcdlonring prajwr. ^< Lofd 
my God, the amazing horrors of darkness ^i^ere gatheredi 
around me and covered me all over, and I saw no way 
to go forth. I felt the depth and extent of the misery of 
my felloMHcreatufes separated from the Divine Ixsmmj, 
and it was bearer dian I could beac, and I was credied 
down under it. I lifted up my hand, I sti^tehed out mj 
arm, but there was none to help me. I looked rooad 
about and was amazed. In iiie depths of misery, 
Lord ! I remembered that thou art omnipotent, that I had 
called thee Father, and I felt that I loved thee, and I was 
made quiet in thy will, and I waited for deliverance from 
thee. Thou kadst pity upon me when mo man could help 
me. I saw that meekness under suffering was shavnd 
to us in lite most afieoting example of thy Son, and tk<» 
tmt^t me to follow bim, and I ssdd, thy wiil O Father 
be done." 

Fourth*tday morning, being asked how he feH ImaeHy 
be meddy answered, I don't know tkat I have slept this 
night. I feel the disorder making its ^ogress, but mj 
mind is mercifully preserved in stillness and peace.— 
Sometime after he said he was sensible the pains of death 
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iw<t be hard to b^ur^ but if he escaped them now, he 
mmt some tame p«s8 through them, and he did not know 
diat he could be better prepared, but had no wiH in it; 
Be said he iiad setded his outward affairs to his mind, 
sind had taken leave of his wife and &mily as never to 
telilr% kayiag them to the Divine protection ; adding, 
*< and though I feel them near to me at this time, yet I 
feely give them up, having a hope that th^ will be pro- 
vided ibr," A little after he said, «This trial is made 
easier than I could Jiave though, my will being wholly 
taken away ; for if I was anxious for the event it would 
have been harder, but I am not, and my mind enjoys a 
perfect caka." 

In the lugfat a young woman having given him some* 
thing to drink, he said, << My child thou seems very kind 
to me a poor creature, the Lord will reward thee for it.'' 
Awhile aft^r he cried out with great earnestness of spirit, 
<^0h my Pather! my Father!" and soon after he said, 
^< Oh my Father ! my Father ! how comfortable art thou 
tp my soal in this trying season." Being asked if he 
could take a little nourishment, after some pause he re- 
plied, << My child I cannot tell what to say to it ; I seem 
nearly arnved where my soul shall have rest from all its 
troubles." After giving in something to be inserted in 
his Journal, he said, « I bdieve the Lord will now ex- 
cuse me from exercises of this kind. I see no work but 
one, wbich is to be the last wrought by me in this world ; 
the messenger will come that will release me from all 
these troubles ; but it must be in the Lord's time, which 
lam waiting for." He said he had laboured to do what- 
ever was xeqijiired, according to the ability received, in 
the remembrance of which he had peace ; and though 
the disorder was strong at times, and would like a whirl- 
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wind come over his mind, yet it had hitherto been kept 
steady and centered in everlasting love ; adding, « and 
if that be mercifully continued, I ask or desire no more," 
Another time he said, he had long had a view of visiting 
this nation, and sometime before he came had a dream, 
in which he saw himself in the northern parts of it, and 
that the spring of the Gospel was opened in him muck 
as in the beginning of Friends, such as George Fox and 
William Dewsbury ; and he saw the different states of the 
people, as clearly as he had ever seen flowers in a garden; 
but in his going along he was suddenly stopped, though 
he could not see for what end ; but looking towards 
home, fell into a flood of tears which wakened him. 

At another time he said, « my draught seemed strong- 
est towards the North, and I mentioned in my o^ep 
Monthly Meeting, that attending the Quarterly Meeting 
at York, and being there looked like home to me." 

Fifth-day night, having repeatedly consented to take 
medicine with a view to settle his stomach, but without 
effect; the Friend then waiting on him, said through dis- 
tress. What shall I do now ? He answered with great 
composure, " Rejoice ever more, and in every thing 
give thanks ;" but added a little afl:er, " this is sometimes 
hard to come at." 

Sixth-day morning early, he broke forth in supplica- 
tion on this wise, " O Lord, it was thy power that ena- 
bled me to forsake sin in my youth, and I have felt thy 
bruises for disobedience, but as I bowed under them 
thou healed me, continuing a father and a friend. I feel 
thy power now, and I beg that in the approaching trying 
moment thou wilt keep my heart steadfast unto thee."— 
Upon his giving directions to a friend concerning some 
little things, she said I will take care, but hope thou wflt 
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live to order them thyself; he replied, « my hope is in 
Christ, and though I may seem a little better, a change 
ki the disorder may soon happen, and my little strength 
be dissolved, and if so it happens, I shall be gathered to 
my everlasting rest." On her saying she did not doubt 
that, but could not help mourning to see so many faith- 
ful servants removed at so low a time ; he said, << all 
good Cometh firom the hotdy whose power is the same, 
and can work as he sees best." The same day he had 
given directions about wrapping his corpse ; and per* 
eeiving a Friend to weep, he said << I would rather thou 
wouldst guard against weeping for me, my sister ; I sor* 
row not, though I have had some painful conflicts, but 
now they seem over and matters well settled, and I look 
at the face of my dear Redeemer, for sweet is his voice 
and his countenance is comely." 

First-day, 4th of the tenth month, being very weak 
and in general difficult to be understood, he uttered a 
few words in commemoration of the Lord's goodness ; 
and added, << how tenderly have I been waited on in this 
time of affliction, in which I may say in Job's words, 
< Tedious days and wearisome nights are appointed unto 
me ;' and how many are spending their time and money 
in vanity and superfluities, while thousands and tens of 
thousands want the necessaries of life, who might be re- 
lieved by them, and their distresses at such a time as this, 
in some degree softened by the administering suitable 
things." 

Second-day morning, the apothecary who appeared 
very anxious to assist him, being present, he queried 
about the probability of such a load of matter being 
thrown ofl* his weak body, and the apothecary making 
some remarks implying that he thought it might; he 
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spoke with an audible voice on this wise, « My depend- 
ence is on the Lord Jesus, who I trust will forgive my 
sins, which is all I hope for, and if it be his will to raise 
up this body again, I am content ; and if to die, I am 
resigned ; and if thou canst not be easy without trying 
to assist nature, I submit :'' after which his throat was 
so much affected, that it was very difficult for him to 
speak so as to be understood, and he frequently wrote 
when he wanted any thing. About the second hour on 
fourth-day morning he asked for pen and ink, and at 
several times with much difficulty wrote thus, " I believe 
my being here is in the wisdom of Christ, I know not as 
to life or death." 

About a quarter before six o'clock the same morning 
he seemed to &31 into an easy sleep, which continued 
about half an hour, when seeming to awake, he breathed 
a few times with more difficulty, and expired without 
sigh, groan or stru^le. 
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INTRODUCTiaN. 

Customs generally approved, and opinions receiyed 
by youth firom their superiors, become like the natural 
produce of a soil, especially when they are suited to 
&yourite inclinations : but as the judgments of Grod are 
without pautiality, by which the state of the soul must be 
tried, it would be the highest wisdom to forego customs 
and popular opinions, and tiy the measures of the soul 
by the infallible standard, Truth. 

Natural affection needs a careful examination ; operat- 
ing upon us in a soft manner, it kindles desires of love 
and tenderness, and there is danger of taking it for some- 
thmg higher. To me it appears an instinct like that 
which inferior creatures have ; each of them, we see, by 
the ties of nature, love self best ; that which is a part of 
self, they love by the same tie or instinct. In them it in 
some measure does the oflSces of reason, by which, 
among other things, they watchfully keep and regularly 
feed their helpless offspring. Thus natural affection ap- 
pears to be a branch of self-love, good in the animal 
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race, and in us likewise, with proper limitations; but 
otherwise it is productive of evil, by exciting desires to 
promote some by means prejudicial to others. 

Our blessed Saviour seems to give a check to this 
irregular fondness in nature, and at the same time, a pie- 
cecknt for us : << Who is my mother, and who are my 
brethren ?'' diarel^ intimating that the earthly ties of re- 
lationship are comparatively inconsiderable to such, who 
through a steady course of obedience, have come to tlie 
happy experience of the Spirit of God bearing witness 
with their spirits that they are his children : — « And he 
stretched forth his hands towards his disciples, and said. 
Behold my mother and my brethren : . For whdsoever 
shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, (ar- 
rives at the more noble part of true relationship) the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother." 

This doctrine agrees well with a state truly complete, 
where lore necessarily operates according to the agree- 
ableness of things, on principles unalterable and in them- 
selves perfect 

If endeavouring to have my children eminent amongst 
men after my death, be that which no reasons grounded 
on those principles can be brought to support ; then to 
be temperate in my pursuit after gain, and to keep 
always within the bounds of those principles, is an in- 
dispensable duty, and to depart fit>m it, a dark unfiruit- 
ftil toil. 

In our present condition, to love our children is need- 
ful ; but except this love proceeds from the true heavenly 
principle which sees beyond earthly treasures, it will 
rather be injurious than of any real advantage to them : 
where the fountain is corrupt, the streams must neces- 
sarily be impure. . 
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That important injunction of our Saviour, Mutt, vi, 33, 
with the promise annexed, contains a short but compre- 
hensive view of our duty and happiness : — ^If then the 
business of mankind in this life, is first to seek another ; 
if this cannot be done but by attending to the means ; 
if a summary of the means is, not to do that to another 
which, in like circumstances, we would not have done 
unto us, then these are points of moment, and worthy of 
our most serious consideration. 

What I write on this subject is with reluctance, and 
the hints given are in as general terms as my concern 
would allow. I know it is a point about which, in all 
its branches, men that appear to aim well are not gene- 
rally agreed ; and for that reason I chose to avoid being 
very particular. If I may happily let drop any thing 
that may excite such as are concerned in the practice to 
a close thinking on the subject treated of, the candid 
amongst them may easily do the subject such further 
justice, as on an impartial inquiry it may appear to de- 
serve ; and stich an inquiry I would earnestly recom- 
mend. 



CONSIDERATIONS, fee. 



' << Forasmuch as ye did it to the least of these my brethren, yo 
did it unto me.'' — ^Matt. xzv, 40. 

As many times there are different motives to the same 
action ; and one does that from a generous heart, whidi 
another does for selfish ends ; the like may be smd m 
tins case. 

There are various circumstances among those that 
keep negroes, and different ways by which they M 
under their care ; and I doubt not, there are many well* 
disposed persons amongst them who desire rather to 
manage wisely and justly in this difficult matter, tiiian to 
make gain of it. 

But the general disadvantage which tfa^se poor Afii* 
cans lie under in an enlightened Christian country, hav* 
ing often filled me with real sadness, and been like 
undigested matter on my mind, I now think it my duty, 
through Divine aid, to offer some thoughts thereon to the 
consideration of others. 

When we remember that all nations are of one blood, 
Gen. iii, 20, that in this world we are but sojourners, 
that we are subject to the like afflictions and infirmities 
of body, the like disorders and firailties in mind, the like 
temptations, the same death, and the same judgment, 
and that the all-wise Being is Judge and Lord over us 
all, it seems to raise an idea of general brotherhood, and 
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a dbpo^on easy to be touched with a fedbg of each 
other's affictions : but when we foi^t those things, and 
look chiefly at our outward eircumstances, in this and 
some ages past, conasfsuoAj retainhig in pm minds the 
distinction between us and them, with respect to our 
knowledge and impiOTem^ftt in tilings Divine, natural 
and artificial, our breasts being apt to be fiUed with fond 
notions of superiority, there is danger of erring in our 
conduct toward them. 

We allow them to be of the same species with our- 
oelves ; the odds is, we are in a higher station, and en- 
joy greater favours than they. And when it is thus that 
our heavenly Father endoweth some of his children with 
distinguished gifts, they are intended for good ends ; 
but if those thus gifted are thereby lifted up above their 
brethren, not considering themselves as debtors to the 
weak, nor bdiaving themselves as faithful stewards, 
none who judge impartially can suppose them free firom 
ingratitude. 

When a people dwell under the liberal distribution of 
favours from heaven, it behoves them carefuDy to inspect 
their ways, and consider the purposes for which those 
ftivours are bestowed, lest, through forgetfulness of God 
and misusing his gifts, they incur his heavy displeasure, 
whose judgments are just and equal, who exalteth and 
humUeth to the dust, as he seeth meet. 

It appears, by Holy Record, that men under high 
favours have been apt to err in their opinions conceruF^ 
ing otibers. Thus Israel, according to the description 
of the prophet, Isa. Ixv, 5, when exceedingly corrupted 
and degenerated, yet remembered they were the chosen 
people of God *, and could say, << Stand by thyself, come 
not near me, for I am holier than thou." That this was 
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no chwioe kutguage^ but their common opinion of o&er 
people, more fully appears, bj considering the circnm- 
atstnces which att^ided when Ood was beginnbg to Mfl 
his precious promises concerning the gathering of the 
Cventiles. * 

The Most High, in a vioon undeceired Petar, finft 
Spared his heart to believe, and at the house of Come* 
lins showed him of a certain^, that Grod is no respeetxtf 
of persons. 

The ^urion of the Holy Ghost upon a people, with 
whom they, the Jewish Christians would not so much as 
cat, was strange to them. All they of the circumciaion 
were astx>ni6hed to see it ; and the apostles and brethfen 
of Judea contended with Peter about it, till be haviag 
rehearsed the whole matter, and fully shown that the 
Father's love was unlimited, they are tiiereat struck with 
admiration, and cry out, « Then hath God also to te 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life." 

The opinion of peculiar favours being confined to 
them, was deeply rooted, or else the above instance had 
r been less strange to them for these reasons : First, They 

1^ were generally acquainted with the writings of the proph- 

ets, by whom this time was repeatedly spoken of, and 
pointed at. Secondly, Our blessed Lord shortly before 
expressly said, « I have other sheep not of this fold, them 
! also must I bring," &c. Lastly, His words to them ate 

his resurrection, at the very time of his ascension, '* Ye 
shall be witnesses to me, not only in Jerusalem, Judea, 
and Samaria, but to the uttermost parts of the earth.' 

These concurring circumstances, one would think 
might have raised a strong expectation of seeing such a 
time ; yet when it came, it proved matter of offence and 
astoniedhment. 
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To coAsider maakiad otherwise than bretfaieA) to think 
favours are peculiar to one nation, and to exclude othei% 
{dainly supposes a darkness in the understanding: for as 
God's love is univecsal, so where the mind is sufficientlj 
influenced by it, it begets a likaaess of itself, and the 
heart is enlarged towards all men. Again, to conclude a 
people firoward, perverse, and worse by nature than 
others, who ungratefidly reeeive &voucs, and apply them 
to bad ends, will excite a behaviour toward them unbe^ 
coming the excellence of true religionw 

To prevent such an error, let us calmly consider their 
circumstance : and the better to do it, make their case 
ours. Suppose then that our ancestors and we had been 
e3qM>sed to constant servitude, in the more servile and * 
inferior employments of life ; that we had been destitute 
of the help of reading and good company ; that amongst 
ourselves w9 had had but few wise and pious instructers ; 
that the religious amongst our superiors seldom took notice 
of us ; that while others in ease have plentifully heaped 
up the fruit of our labour, we bad received barely enough 
to relieve nature ; and being wholly at the command of 
others, had generally been treated as a contemptible, 
Ignorant part of mankind, should we in that case be less 
abject than they now are ? Again, K oppression be so 
hard to bear, that a wise man is made mad by it, Eccl. 
vii, 7, then a series of oppressions altering the behaviour 
and manners of a people, is what may reasonably be 
eaqpected. 

When our property is taken contrary to our mind, by 
means appearing to us unjust, it is only through Divine 
influence, and the enlai^ment of heart from thence pro- 
ceeding, that we can love our reputed oppressors. If 
the negroes fall short in this, an uneasy, if not a discon- 
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iolale diiponlion will be swakened, and ramab Sb 
aaeds in their nuods, producing dotti ead otber Ubnll 
which ajqpeer odious to ua ; aad with which, had Hmj 
been free men^ they would not perhaps hiire been <^aige' 
able. These and other circumstances rigMly conndtisd^ 
wiU lessen the. too great disparity which sosse make bs^ 
tween us and them. 

Integritf of heart has appewed in some <tf thsm; m 
that if we continue in the word of Christ (pievioM to 
discipleship, John viii, 31,) and our conduct towardi 
them be seasoned with his loye> we may h(^ to see ths 
good effect of it. This, in a good degree, is the case 
with some into whose hand» they hare fallen; but tM 
too many treat them otherwise, not seeming conscioiis^ 
any neglect, is alas ! too evident. 

When self-love presides in our minds, our opisioitf 
are biassed in our own favour; and in tbis condkioSy 
being concerned with a people so situated, that they bate 
no voice to plead their own cause, there is danger of 
using ourselves to an undisturbed partiality, until by losg 
custom, the mind becomes reconciled with it, and the 
judgment itself infected. 

To apply humbly to God for wisdom, that we may 
thereby be enabled to see things as they are, and as they 
ought to be, is very needful. Hereby the hidden thisp 
of darkness may be brought to light, and the judgm^o^ 
ande clear : we shall then consider mankind asbietbreD« 
Though different degrees and a variety of qualificatioaa 
and abilities, one dependant on another, be admitted, y^t 
high thoughts will be laid aside, and aJl men tres^ ^ 
becometh the sons of one father, agreeably to the doo* 
trine oi Christ Jesus* 

<< He hath laid down the best criterion, by which fo^ 
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Uftd ought to judge of their own oondoct, tnd odien 
jadge for then of tfieifs, one towards another, vist 
< Wliatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye eren eo to them.' I take it, that all m«i by nature, 
ale equally entided to the equity of this rale, and under 
the indispessable obli^;ations of il* One man ou;^ not 
to look upon another man or society of men, as so far 
beneath hian, that he should not put himself in their 
plaoe^ in ril his actions towards them, and bring all to. 
ttfe test, trix* How riiould I approre of this conduct, 
were I in their circumstance, and they in mine ?" 

This doctrine bebg o{ a moral unchangeable nature, 
hath be^i IScewise inculcated in the former dispensation ; 
<^if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall 
not Tex him ; but the stranger that dwelleth with you, 
shufl be as one bom amongst you, and thou shah lore 
him as thyself.'' Had these people come roluntarily and 
dwelt amongst us, to call them strangers would be pro- 
per ; and their being brought by force, with regret and a 
languishing mind, may well raise compassion in a heart 
r^tly disposed: but there is nothing in such treatment, 
which upon a wise and judicious consideration, will in 
any way lessen their right to be treated as strangers. If 
the treatment which many of them meet with, be rightly 
examined and compared with those precepts, « Hon 
fiivak not vex him nor oppress him ; he shall be as one 
iKNrn amongst yon, and thou shalt love him as thyself," 
Ottre will appear an important difference between them. 

It may be objected that there is the cost of purchase, 
and risk of their lives to those who possess diem, and 
therrfore it is needfol that they make the best use of 
their time. In a practice just and reasonable, such ob* 
jeetitos may have we^t ; but if the work be wrong 
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(bom the b^umiiig, there is little or no force in thcaft* 
If I puscbase a man who has never forfeited his lib^ 
the natural right of freedom is in him ; and shall I keep 
lum and his posterity in servitude and ignorance ? « How 
should I q>proTe of this conduct, were I in his circumr 
atanceS) and he in mine ?" It may be thou^t, that to 
treat them as we would willingly be treated, our gaiaby 
them would be inconsiderable : and it were, in di¥0»i 
reelects, better that these were none in our country. 

We may fiirdier consider, that they are now amongflt 
us, and people of our nation were the cause of tbek 
being here ; that whatsoever difficulty accrues thereon, 
we are justly chargeable with, and to bear all incoBYa^ 
niences attending it with a serious and weig^ concem 
of mind to do our duty by them, is the best we c^ do« 
To seek a remedy by continuing the oppressioni because 
we have power to do it, and see others do it, will) I 
apprehend, not be doing as we would be done by. 

How deeply soever men are involved in dii&cultiea, 
sincerity of heart, and upright walking before Go4 
freely submitting to his providence, is the most sure re- 
medy. He only is able to relieve, not only persoois but 
nations in their greatest calamities* ^ 

David in a great strait, when the sense of his past 
error, and the full expectation of an impending calaodty 
as the reward of it were united to aggravate his distress, 
after some deliberation, saitb> ^< Let me fall now into die 
hand of the Lord, for very great are his mercies ; let me 
not Mi into the hand of man." 

To act continually with integrity of heart, above aD 
narrow or selfish motives, is a sure token of our being 
partakers of that salvation which « God hath appointed 
for walls and bulwarks," and is, beyond all contradic- 
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4i6D^ a more happy ntaatian than can ever be 
by the ntmoit reach of art and power united, not pto^ 
ceeding from beaTonly wiadon. 
• A sapi^to nature's lawfid wants, joined wkh a peaee^ 
M hnmble mind, is the truest happiness in this life ; and 
if we arrire at this, and continue to walk in the path of 
tte just, our case will be truly happy. Thon|^ hoein 
we may part with^ or miss of the glai^Bg show ot riefaes, 
and leave our chSdren little else but wise instructions, a 
good example, and the knowledge of sMie honest em- 
ployment; these, with the blessii^ of PioTidence, are 
sufficient for their happiness, said are more likely to prove 
80, than laying up treasures for them, which are often 
rather a snare, than any real benefit ; e^eoialfy to those, 
who instead of being oxampled to temperance, are in aU 
things taught to prefer the getting of riches, and to eye 
the temporal distinctions they give, as the principal bu- 
siness of this life. These readily overlook the trae imp- 
piness g( man, which results from the enjoyment of all 
Unngs in the fear of Grod, and miserably substituting an 
iitfe^or good, dangerous in the acquiring and uncertain 
in ^ fruition, they are subject to many disappointments, 
an^fwveiy sweet carries its sting. 

It is the conclusion of our blessed Lord and his apos- 
ties, as appears by their Hres smd doctrines, that the 
highest delights of sense, or most pleasing objects visi- 
ble, ought ever to be accounted infinitely inferior to that 
real intellectual happiness, suited to man in his primitive 
innocence, and now to be found in true rmiovation of 
mind; and that the comforts of our present life, the 
things most grateful to us, ought always to be received 
with temperance, and never made the chief objects of 
our desire, hope or love ; but that omr whole heart and 



be prineipiiDy lookiBg to that «ieilf, vAUk 
hsiA feondatioiiSy^hose maker and builder k Ctod.^' Bd 
we so improve the gifts bestowed cm QSythstovrduldreii 
migfat ha.Te on edveatmi suited to these dootrines,4aid 
our exsmpk to eonfiim it, we tti|^ rejoiae in hopes «t 
Iheirbeini; heirs of an inheritanoe ineomiptiUe. 

^£lm ielwritance, as Christians, we esteem the nuMt 
valnaUe; and how dien can we fiedl to desine it for ooi 
cfaildvcii? O that we were consistent with oarsrives^ia 
pomuing the means necessary to obtain it! 

It appears by experience, dnt where children are ed» 
eated in fvfaiess, ease, and idleness, evil habits are laon 
pssTalent, than is common amongst sndi who are pn»» 
dently employed in liie necessary affimrs of Hfe. Udik 
dren are not only educated in the wi^ of so great tem^ 
ation, but ha?e also the opportunity of lording it over 
their l(BHow*creatuies, and bemg masters of met k 
dieir childhood, how can we hope otherwise than thst 
their tender minds will be possessed with thoughts too 
hi^ for them ; i^cfa gainiug strength by continuance, 
will prove like a slow current, gradually aeparatingtbem 
from or keeping from acquaintance with that bundi^ 
and meekness in which alone lasting happiness can he 
eBJ<^ed. 

Man is bom to labour, and experience abundsui^ 
showeth, that it is for our good : but where the power* 
ful lay ibe burthen on the inferior, without aiSbrding a 
Christian education, and sukaUe opportmiity of improi^ 
ing the mind, and a treatment which we, in their €8S% 
should approve, in order that themselves may live at 
ease, and fere sumptuously, and lay up riches for dieir 
posterity, dtis seems to contradict the design of Prori* 
dsBee, imd.I doubt not, is sometimes Hie eflfect of a p^ 



vested milftd ; finr wUe Hie liie of one b. made §fiirouB 
hg*, the ngDiur of another^ it entsib loisery on both. 
> ■ AmongiA the mamifiild ivoihs of ProTidence, displajed 
IB the diifeicBt ages of the world, these whidi Mkm^ 
iriith BiHsy. others, maj affivd iastractioii. 

AbrahaiQ tvbs called of God to kanrchis comrtiy.aiid 
liodred, to si^ovra amongst strangers. Throogh fimhie, 
and danger of dcsth, he was forced to flee from one 
kingdcnnto another ; yet, at kngdi, he not onlj had aa^ 
sorance of being die Either of many nations, bnt became 
^kxnigfajy prince. Grenesis xsii, 6. 

Remarkable were the deaiinga of Ood widi Jaedb in 
a l0w estate, the jnst sense he retamed of them after his 
adTaneem^it, a^^peam by his words : << I am not worthy 
«f .the least of all thy mcseies." 

The numerous afflictions of Joseph are rery singular ; 
the particular Providence of God therein, no kss mani^ 
feat : he at length beoame governor of Egypt, and fiunous 
fac wisdom and virtue. 

The series of troubles which David passed through, 
£bw amoogstus are ignorant of; and yet he afterwards 
becaune as one <tf the great men of the earth. 
. Some evidences of the Divine wisdom appear in those 
thii^, in that such who are intended for hig^ stations, 
halve fest been very low and dejected, that Truth might 
be sealed on their hearts ; and that the characters tb^re 
imprinted by bitterness and adversity, mi^t in after years 
fsmain, suggesting compasnonate ideas, and in their 
pffoqperity, quicken their regard to those in the like con* 
dition^ This yet further appears in the case of Israel ; 
who were well acquainted with grievous sufferings, a 
long and rigorous servitude ; and then through many 
notable evoata, were made chief amongst the nationa 
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To (hem vre find a repctitkm of pracepte to tlie purpose 
abovesaid : though for tods agreeable to infinite wisdom, 
tixej were choaen as a peonKar people tea a time ; yet 
the Most High acquaints them, Ihat his loTe is mcft con- 
fined, but extends to die stranger ; and to caceite their 
ecfflipasflion, reminds fhem of times past, «< Ye "were 
strangers in the land of Egypt." Again, « Tfaon shilt 
not oppress a strange, for ye know the heart of a 'stra»- 
ger^ seeing ye were strai^ezs in the hnid of Egypt." 

If we call to mind o!wr beginning, some of us may fincl 
It time, wherein our &thers were under afflictions, re- 
proaches, and manifold sufferings. 

Reipeetiiig our pixigress in tins land, like time is short 
sinee our beginning was small and number few, comr 
pared with the native inhabitants. He that sleeps not 
by day nor night, hath watched over us, and kept us as 
the apple of his eye. His Almighty arm hath been 
round about us, and saved us firom dangers. 

The wilderness and solitary deserts in which our 
fathers passed the days of their pilgrimage, are now 
turned into, pleasant fields; the natives are gone firom 
before us, and we established peaceably in the posses- 
sion of die land, enjoying our civil and religious hberties; 
and while many parts of the world have groaned under 
the heavy calamities of war, our habitation remains quiet, 
and our land fiuitful.. 

When we trace baek the steps we have trodden, and 
see how the Lord hath opened a way in the wilderness 
for us, to the wise it will easily appear, that all this was 
not done to be buried in oblivion; but to prepare a 
people for mi»e firukfid returns, and the remembranee 
thereof ought to humble us in prosperity*, and excite in 
IIS a Christian 'bencvoleace tomrds our 



* . if W94(F QOtofXinder these tUogs aright, bat thioiigk 
a stupid indolence, oooceive yiews of interast wpt ritt 
firem <tfae -genend gaoii of the ^reatbrothohood, and in 
fmwhaaee tbeneoi, tieat onr infeiiora^wkh rigonr to in» 
epcBse' our ^svedtii, and gain nkhes for oiur dnldren; 
ff mnhst tiieii shall ive do vhen God liaetfa np ? nnil whaa 
he viaitedi, ^vhat diail we ansiirer bin? did not he that 
aoade'iis^ nudce them? and did not one tutaan «s?" 

Toonr great Master.we atand or M, to judge or cot^ 
demn «s as is laoetsailBble lo his -wisdom or authority; 
aqr indination is to peisaade, and entreat, and simpljr 
give hints of my way of thinking. 

If the CloiiiHn rcKgnn be eonsidered, both respeeting 
ila doctrines, and the happgr iaAaenee wfaieh it hath on 
Ife minds and mannem of all real Christians, ft lodos 
xeaaonaUe to think, that the miracttlons manifcstation 
Ihi^eof to the worid, is a kindness beyond raqmsssion. 

Are we tiie peojde thus faYomed? Are we they 
vhose minds are opened, inflaeneed^ and goiP«med by 
the Spirit of Christ, and thereby made sons of God ? b 
k -not a fair conclusion, that we, like our heavenly 
JRslfaef 5 ought in our degree to be aotire in the same 
gseat cai»e,of tibe eternal happiness of, at least our whole 
fanSiesy and more, if dieteto Gapacttated ? 

If we, by the operation of the S^kit of Christ, become 
heirs with him in the kingdom of his Fadier, and are re- 
deemed Scorn the aUnrii^ counterfeit joys of this world, 
«id the joy of Christ renaio in os, to suppose dwt one 
in this happy condition, can, for the sake ofeartUy 
riches, not oidy depore hisiidlow-creatures of theaweet- 
Aess of freedom, which ri^idy used, is one of the gpna^ 
est temporal blessings, but therewith neglect usingprapwr 
means forlhrnr aiQquaintimce with the Holy Scriptures, 

U 
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aid Hie adtantage of tme rdigioD, aeemi at least a oto* 
tndielioii to reason. 

. Whoever nghtly advocates the eaaae of some^tibeieby 
promotea the good of alL The state of manlniid nas 
harmonious in the beginning, and tiiough sin hadi intto* 
daced discord, yet through the wonderfidl love of Ood 
ia* Christ Jesns our Lord, the way is apea for o«r nfri 
demption, and aneans appointed to restore us to primitiva 
hannoBy. That if one su&r by the unfiatfaftdnesB of 
anodier, the mind, the most noble part of him that occap 
sioDS the discord, is thereby alienated from its tme and 
real happiness. 

Our duty and interest are insqNurably xmited, and when 
we neglect or misuse our talents, we necessarity deput 
bom the hearenly fdlowship, and are in the way to tlM 
greatest of evils. 

Therefore to examine and prove ourselves, to find 
what harmony the power presiding in us beans with the 
Divine nature, is a duty not more incumbent and neoes^ 
saiy, than it would be beneficial. 

In Holy Writ the Divine Being saith of hims^, << I 
am the Lord, which exercise loving-kindness, judgment 
and righteousness in the earth ; for in these things I de* 
light, saith the Lord." AgMn, speaking in the way of 
man, to show his compasraon to Israel, whose wicked- 
ness had occasioned a calamity, and then being bundled 
under it, it is said, « His soul was grieved f(»r thev 
miseries." If we consider the life of our blessed Sa- 
viour when on earth, as it is recorded by his foUoweis, 
we AM find that one uniform desire for the eternal and 
tenq>oraI good of mankind, discovered itself in all his 
actions. 

If we observe men, both apostles and others, in many 
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Bgaiy who hare really oome to the nnkj of ike 
Spirit, and the fellowship of the saints, there still ^ppean 
the like dispositi^, and in them the desire for the real 
hqypiness of mankind, has out^balanced the desire of 
ease, liberty, and many times, of life itself. 

If upon a true search, we find that oar natnres are so 
iar renewed, that to exercise righteousness and loving* 
kkdness, according to oar ability, towards all men, 
without respect of persons, is easy to us, or is our de* 
ifjtd ; if our lore be so orderly and regular, that he who» 
doeth the will of our Father who is in hearen, iqppears 
in our view to be our nearest relation, our brother, and 
sister, and mother ; if this be our case, there is a good 
feondation to hope, diat the blessing of Qod will sweeten 
our treasures during our stay in this life, and that our 
memory will be savoury, when we are entered into rest. 

To conclude. It is a truth most certain, that a life 
gaided by wisdom from above, agreeably with justice, 
squity and mercy, is throu^out consistent and amiable, 
and truly beneficial to society ; the serenity and calmness 
of mind in it,* affords an unpaialleled oomfoit in this life, 
and the end of itjs blessed. 

And it is no less true, that they who in the naidst of 
U^ fiwours remain ungrateful, and under all the advan- 
tages that a Christian can desire, are srifish, earthly and 
sensual, do miss the true fountain of luqf^iness, and 
Header in a maze of daric anxiety, where all their trea- 
sorea aie insufficient to quiet their minds : henee fi»>m 
an issatiable ciaving, they ne^c^ doing good with what 
they haye acquired,, and too often add oppression to 
lamiiy, that 4bey may compass more. 

" O that they were wise, that they understood tiiiS) 
ftat they would ccHuadfir their latter oad !" 
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riEST PBIMTED IM THB TBAB 176 S. 

" Ye shall not respect peraooB in jadgyneat ; but ye shall hm 
the small as well as the great : ye shall not be afraid of thfi £b«8 
of man : for the judgment is God's.^' Deut. i, 17. 



PREFACE. 

All our actums are of like nature with their root; and 
the Most High weigheth them more akUfully than mcs 
oan wdigh them one for another. 

I believe that one Supreme Being made and suppoito 
the world; nor can I wordup any other Deity witfaoat 
being an idolater , and guihy of wickedness. 

Many nations have believed in and worshipped a pb* 
rality of deities ; but I do not believe they were tberefixt 
all wicked* Idolatry indeed is vrickedness; but it is the 
things not the name, which is so. Real idolatry is to p9 
that adoration to a creaitee, which is known to be 4a6 
only tO'the true God. 

He who pro&caedi to believe in oneAlmig^.Creator^ 

232 



OONSIDEKATIONS, &C. 233 

and in his Son Jesos Cluist, and yet is more intent on 
the hononrs, profits and friendships of the world, dian he 
is in singleness of heart to stand faithful to the Christian 
rdigion, is in the channel ci idolatry ; while the Gentile, 
who under some mistaken opinions, is notwithstanding 
established in the true principle of virtue, and humbly 
adores an Almighty power, may be of that number who 
fear Grod and work righteousness. 

I believe the bishop of Rome assumes a power dirt 
does not belong to any officer in the church of Christ ; and 
if I should knowingly do any thing tending to strengthen 
him in that capacity, it would be great iniquity. There 
are many thousands of people, who by their profession 
acknowledge him to be the representative of Jesus Christ 
on earth ; and to say that none of them are upright in 
heart, would hie contrary to my sentiments. 

Men who sincerely apply their minds to true virtue, 
and find an inward support from above, by which all 
vicious inclinations are made subject; that tiiey love God 
sincerely, and prefer the real good of mankind universally 
to their own private interest; thoo^ these through the 
strength of education and tradition, may remain under 
some speculative and great errors, it would be uncharit- 
able to say, that tiierefore Grod rejects them. He who 
creates, supports and gives understanding to all men, 
possesses knowledge and goodness superior to the vyious 
cases and circumstances of his creatures, which to us ap- 
pear the most difficult. 

The apostles and primitive Christians did not censure 

all the Gentiles as wicked men, Rom. ii, 14 ; Col. iii, 11 ; 

bat as tiiey were favoured with a gift to discern things 

more clearly, respecting the worship of the true God, 

they with much firmness declared against the worshipping 
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pf idols, and with trc^ patience endured many sufierinp 
M that account. 

Great numbersi of fidthfid Protestants have coatended 
fcM* the Truth, in opposition to papal errors ; and ^ridi 
true fortitude laid down their lives in the conflict, wilhoit 
saying, diat no man was saved who made profession of 
that religion. 

While we have no nght to keep men as servuitsfor 
t^rm of life, but that of superior pow»; to do Om iA 
design^ to profit ^unuslvcs and our families by their hbont) 
I believe is wrong ; but I do not believe thai aU who htve 
kept slaves, hiave therefore been chargeable wi&'guit. 
If thar motives theneto were free from selfahneas^ ani 
their slaves contented, , they were a sort of be&am] 
which I believe bath sometimes been the case. 

Whatever a man, does in the spirit.of diarity, to ]naA 
is not sin: and while be lives and acts in tUs sjnsity be 
le^ns qU things, essential to his jbappiness as an indivsir 
ual ; and if he doth not see that any injury or injfastiee 
to any other person, is mecessarily promoted by asif piat 
of his form of government, I beheve the merdfol Judge 
will nojt lay iniquity to bia.t^arge. Yet others, >»%o liie 
in the $ame spirit of charity, from a dear convincemeot, 
may see the relation of one thing to another, and the 
necessary tendency of each ; and hence it may be ahso' 
lute^ binding on tl^iem to desist from some parts of eon- 
duct, whii^hfSome good men have beenui. 
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At flone in most nUgiom sooietieB amongst Ae Eng* 
fish att concerned in impoiting or purchasii^ die in* 
Ittbkants of -Africa as slaves ; and as die professors of 
CShfistianky of several other nations do die like ; these 
orcttmstanoes tend to m^e people less apt to examine 
the practice as dosely as they MX>ttld, if sveh a thing had 
not been, but was now proposed to be entered npon. It 
is however our duty, and what concerns us individually, 
as^ereatores accountable to our Creator, to employ rigfady 
Ae VBdarstanding which he hath given us, in humbly 
endeavouring to be acquainted with his will concerning 
as, and widi the nature and tendency of those things 
wfaidi we practise. For as justice vemains to be justice, 
80 many peo^e of reputation in the world, joining with 
wmng things, does not excuse others in joining widi 
them, nor make the consequence of their proceedings 
kss dreadAil in the final issue, than it would odierwise be. 

Where' unrighteotnsness is justified firom one age to 

ascHbear, it is like dark matter gathering into clouds over 

us. We may know tlmt this gloom will remain till the 

cause be removed by a reformation, or a change of times, 

and may feel a desire from a love of equity, to speak on 

the t>ccasion; yet where error is so strong, that it may 

not bo spok^ against without a prospect of some incon-" 

venience to. the speaker^ this difficulty is likely to operate 

OB our weakness, and .qu^ach the good desires in us; 
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CKoq>t we dweU so steadily under the weight of it, Mto 
be made wilUng to « endure hardness'* on that accottiii 

Where men exert their talents against vices wtieh aie 
genendly accounted such, the ill effects whereof are pre^ 
■endy percei\*ed in' at gotenAment, all men who regasd 
ttieir own temporal good, are likely to approve the wtok. 
B«t when that which is inconsistent with perfect equity, 
has ttie law or the ooustemanee of the great in its favour, 
though the tendency thereof be contr^ to the true ha^ 
finess of mankind, in an equal if not greater de^ee, fhtt 
many things accounted reproachful to Christisbs; yet as 
these ill effects are not generally perceived, they who Is* 
hour to dissuade from such things, which peof^ bdieve 
accord with their iateiest, have many difficulties to eo^ 
counter. 

The repeated chaigea which God gave to his propb^ 
imply the danger they were in of erring on iia^ hani 
« Be not afraid of their faces ; for I am with thee, to dd- 
liver thee, saith the Lord." <( Speak all the words that 
I command thee to epeak to them ; dimin£^ not a word.'' 
«< And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, nor dis* 
mayed at their looks. Speak my words to them, whether 
they will hear or forbear*" 

Under an apprehension of duty, I ofier some furtte 
considerations on this subject, havii^ endeavoured some 
years to consider it candidly. I have observed pe(^ 
of our own colour, whose abilities have been inadequale 
to manage the affairs which relate to their oonv^uent 
Sttbsstence, who have been taken care of by others, and 
the profit of such work as they could do, implied towtfd 
their support. I believe there are such amongst aegro^; 
and that some people in whose hands they are, keep 
tfa^n with no view. of, outward profit, do not consider 



tiieil^ m Uwfc laeai who ii» mdh ought to sermiriuftg 
4ft«a j \^\A puBGOunt them p^semi who hare Med of gwid^ 
iaps^ wd as such tdw caie of them: yet where equal 
care ia taken in all puts of their edueation, I do not 
lypicehend caaea of tibia aoit ave likely to occur aioie 
frequently 4tiiM>iig9t one sort of people than another. 

It looks to me that the dare trade was founded, $ai 
has genendly been earned on in a wrong^ spirit ; that thtf 
effects of it are detrimental to the real proipefity ^ out 
oountry ; and will be more so, ezeq>t we cease from tht 
eoBonon motives of keeping diem, and tiesit Ifaem in 
fiiture agiraeably to Truth and pure justice. 

Negroes may be imported, who for their cruelty to 
their countiyijften, and the evil Aqiomdonof their minds, 
may be unfit to be at liberty ; and if we as lovers of 
n^teousneas undertake, the management of them, we 
daould have a full and clear knowledge of their crimesi 
and. of those eircumstaneea which nigfat operate in their 
&VOU9 ; but the difficulty of obtaining this is so greal^ 
that we have great reason to be cautious dierein. Bitt 
idiottld it plainly appear that absolute sulijection is a con* 
ditbn the most proper for the person uriio is purchased, 
yet the innocent children oug^ not to be made slaves, 
because dieir ptents sinned. 

We have an account in Holy Scripture of some tmai- 
lies suffering, where mention is only made of the headaof 
the {uailj committing wickednem; and it is Iflcely dlot 
the degenerate Jews, misundemtanding some oceune n ces 
o£ this kind, took occasfon to charge God with befaig ua- 
equal; so; that a saying became cominoD^ << The Fathem 
have eaten sour ginpes, and die chiUien's teeth aie M, 
on ei]^." J^emidi wtkd Eaekiel, two of the iaquaed 
prophets, who lived near Ae same, time, weie cencenrnd 
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In OMftet Ait error. Eaddel is large <» tlie snbjM.-^' 
Fim, he lepvDTes tkem for Uieir error. << Whftt metM 
jty that ye do so." «• As I Irre, sakh the Lord God, ye 
shall not- have oecasioB any more to use this proverb vtt 
Ismel.'' The vfords^ ^'any more,'' hanre reference ti^ 
time past; iatimatiDg, that though they had not rigltiy 
understood soHie thiaigs they had heard or seen, and 
thence supposed the preyerb to be well grounded ) yet 
henceforth they mi^t know of a certainty, that the ways 
ef GSod are aU equsd ; that as surely as the Most High 
Ureth, so surely men are only answerable for their emu 
sins. He tilius smns up the matter, « The soul that sb- 
aeth, it shaU die. The son shall not bear the iniquity 
of the falher ; neilher shall the &ther bear the iniquity of 
the Sim. The righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon hias ; and the widcedness of the wicked shall' be 
D^on him.'' 

Where men are wicked, they commonly are a means 
of corrupting the succeeding age ; and thereby hasten 
those outward calamities which fell on nations, when 
Uieir iniquities are foil. 

Men may pursue means which are not agreeable to 
perfect puiity, with a view to increase the wealth and 
happiness of thar offspring, and thereby make the way 
of ▼irtue more difficult to them. And though the ill ex- 
ample of a parent^ or of a multitude, does not excuse 
a man in doing evil, yet the mind being early impressed 
With vioioas notions and practices, and nurtured up in 
ways of getting treasure, which are not the ways of Truth ; 
iim wrong spirit fiist getting possession, and being thus 
stiengthened, frequently prevemts a due attention to die 
tiue spkit 0t wisdom, so diat tiiey exceed in wickedness 
tliM» who lirad facfera them. ; And in '^s cl»nnel, 



tboi^ paraDls MbaiVi m tkey Aink) loforwrillMihi]^ 
{onessi of tkeir chUdreiiy it piones a naui# of JormundiflK 
their calami^* This being tke €$ae in. the «ge next be* 
Sue the grieyaue calamity in the siege of Jeraaelen, and 
canying Judah captive to Babylon, Ihey might say with 
projxnety. This came epon us, beiBaiise onr/atheni fiaiw 
sook God, and because we did worse then our fiitheii^ 
See Jer. vii, 26. 

As the generation next before them inwardly twned 
aws^ from God, who yet waited to be gmciotts; and at 
they in that age continued in those things which neees* 
sarily separated from perfect goodness^ growii^ more 
stubborn till the judgments of God weie poured out 
upon them ; they might properly say, « Our fuUicrs have 
sinned, and we have borne their iniquities." And yet, 
wicked as their fathers wese, had they not succeeded 
them in their wickedness, they had not borne their in^ 
iquities. 

To suppose it xig^t, that an innocent man shall at this 
day be excluded from the common rules of justice ; be 
deprived of that liberty which is the natural right of hu* 
man creatures, and be a slave to others during life, on 
account of a sin committed by his immediate parents ; or 
a sin committed by Ham, the son of Noah ; is a supposi* 
tion too gross to be admitted into the mind of any per* 
son, who sincerely desires to be governed by just and 
solid principles. 

It is alleged in favour of the practice, that Joshua made 
slaves of the Gibeonites. 

What men do by the command of God, and what 
comes to pass as a consequ^ace of their neglect, sure 
different ; the case now mentioned was such as the latter. 

It was the express command of the Almighty to Israel^ 



tUtt mahsB no wnumMwA tfaem^ Borvidi Hmr gods: 
diey 6hftB not dmeU in diy fauul." Thote GOmmitaB 
eame eraftSy^' tetting JoAua thftt tk^ 'wm^ <xtnie from a 
fer country ; that their ekk» hiA stw^Hkem to> nakeia 
l0ig«e iirilh lli€ p4o|^ of ifiiiiel ; and aa^an evidenoe of 
tk«ir being foreignere, showed their old olodUBS, Ae.-**- 
<< And the men took of their victuals, and asked not 
counsel at die month of the Lord ; and Jerima nade 
pieace vriA them^ and made a leagne vnHk tism, i» kt 
thera live; and the princes sware to them/' 

l¥hen die imposition was (Ksoovered, the etmgreg^on 
ttMtrmati^d against die princes : « Bot all the prinoeaaaid 
to all the congregation) ire haire sworn to diem b^lhe 
Lord God of Israel; now therefore we may not to«di 
diem ; we will even let them live, test wiath be uponus; 
but let them be hewem of wood and drawers o[ waler 
unto the congregation." 

' Omitting to tsk counsel, involved 'them m great dift- 
culty. The Gebotites were of those dtkesj of which die 
Lord said, '« Thou dialt save alive nothing diat breaith- 
eth;" and of the stock of die Hivites^ concerning whom 
he commanded by name, « Thou ^ah smite them, and 
ntf^ly destroy them t ThM shalt make no co^p«nmit widi 
diem, nor show mer<^ uikto diem." Joshua and. the 
princes not knowing diem, had made a league with them 
to let them live ; and in this strait they resiolved to make 
them servants. Joshua and the princes 'sospected them 
to be deceivers: « Peradventure you dwell- amongst us: 
and how shall we make a league with you?" Which 
words show that they remembered the command beibie- 
mentioned ; and yet did not inquire at the mouth of die 
Lord, as Moses directed Joshua, when he gave him a 
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dttfge tMpcdbig his dn^ as dttsf manamong^llHlpQ^ 
jde, Niiaib» ZKviiy 2U By Ais oonsBion thii^ beaniie 
80«tl«afted| llwl Jodiua atid flie piinees txMdd not exe- 
cute dM jadgments of God on Aem, willioat yMaliig 
Am oalih ^wUek tkejr had made. 

Moses did amiss at the wtftets of Ifaribahy and dodM> 
less he soon repented ; for the Lord was with him^ And 
it is Mktiy that Joshoa was Atefiy hiiari>ledy under a 
sense of his omission; for k appears tlmt Ood oMtinued 
hu»<in his offiee, and spared iht lires of those peof^^ 
for the sake of the league and oath made in his name. 

The wiekednesB of these people was great, and they 
were worthy to die, or perfect jnsfcice had not passed 
aenlaice of death open fliem; and as thw exeeution 
was pMTeated hy this league and oath, they appear to 
have been contented to be serrants: «As it seemeth 
good and' right unto thee to do uaito us, do.'' 

These criminals, instead of death, had die setttence of 
servitude pronounced on them, in these words, « Now 
tliefef<»re ye are cursed ; and there shaH none of you be 
freed from bebg bondmen, and hewers of wood and 
dmw«!s of wator f<nr the house of my God." 

We find, Deut. xx, 10, that there were cities frr dis* 
tant from Canaan, against which land went to batfle, 
unto whom they were to proclaim peace, and if the in- 
habitants made answer of peace, and opened their gates, 
they were not to destroy them, but make them tributaries. 

The cUldren of Israel were then the Lord's host, and 
executioners of his judgments on people hardened in 
wiefcfedness. They were not to go to battle, but by his 
i^K>kitment. The men who were chief in his army, had 
their instructions from the Almighty ; sometimes imme* 
diatriy, amd sometimes by the ministry of angels. Of 

V 



G&tow; tee Etsod. ui^2» Md xviiii 19; Joikiri 13^ 
TlHKse people far off from Cmmgaif^ffduimhimi hmA 
wee WHl to bittley veie so eMni{it| ibet .^€i<eiliori^' 
tke luiiverse saw it good to chem^e ^eir eibietioii^ aad* 
in oaee of thek opcniiig tbw gates, and cotntng mfier 
tribate, this tkar subjeoliony thetigh pvobaUy laore fidi' 
tbap alNnlate skveiy, was to last iii^ or no longer than 
ifiUlelsBael renained in the tiue spint of goTexmaeiit 

It was piononnced by Moeea the peophety as a ooBse» 
quepce of their wieksdness, <^ The stranger that is vjdmii 
thee iAall get Above thee veiy Ugh; and. thou dbdt'oome 
down veiy low : he ehall be the head, and Hieii the taik^' 

This we find in aome measure verified in their btng 
made tributaries to the Meabifees, Afidienitesy Jkmoritet 
and Philistinea. 

It is alleged in fitvour of the piaetioe of ^ave-keepiag^ 
that tbe Jews by their law made slaves of the heatitoi. 
c^ACoreover, of the childbnen of the strongers that do so- 
journ amongst you, of them shall ye buy, and of their. 
childien whioh are with you, whidi thqr bqgat in your 
land ; and they shall be your possession ; and yon flhtll> 
take tiiem as an inheritance for your ehildi«ai after joa, 
to inherit them as a posaessioD, they shall be yoior bond* 
mien £>r evei:<" It is difficnlt for us to Imve a cerl»& 
knowlecjge of the mind of Moses, in regard to keepiag 
slaves, in any other way than by looking upon him ss 8 
true servant of 6od^ wbose mind and conduct w»ie reg- 
ulated by an inward principle of justice and equity.^' 
To admit a siqpposition that he in that «ase was dnmn' 
from pecCect etputy by the allimtce of outward Idndied, 
would be ta. disown Ins authority. 
^Abi^bam had s^rnants bom in his lawine,^ a»d boaght< 



iMk Kb monef s c« Ami'lbe AhuglUPf add o< IftriluM, 
I know haBv ^at hewiU oMler his houm after lam)^' 
"tAidk iofiKmy that he traa as a fiither, an instmelar, and 
a! good governor of bis people. MoaeS) conaidefed as a 
man oi QoAy xnasl neeesBorilj have had a prospeet of 
sofiie real advantage u the strangwa aad heatheng Mng 
aervants to ike laiaetiteB for a time. 

JkB mMikind had received and estaUiflkad fliaay eiMk 
neo«B and hardU costoaaa, their living and vmmuumg 
vntk the Jews^ vrtiSe the Jews stood ftitMil to their 
prinoipks, mi^t be b^ifal to reaiov« those enon, and 
refram Iheir aianners. But for men, -widi piivato views, 
to assnme an absolate power over the peisona andpfepc»* 
tiesref otters, and to eontiniie it from age to 9gt in the 
Ihie of natural generation^ without regard to the viitnea 
or Tiees of their successors, as it is maniCwtly contrary 
to true universal love, and attended with great evUs, it 
reunites the clearest evideneeto beget a beUef in us, thsit 
Moses intended that the strangers shoidd be such slavns 
to the Jews; 

He directed them to boy strangers and sojonmefe. 
It nmMars that there were strangen in Israel who weie 
free men; and considering with what tenderness and 
humaoily the Jews, by their law, were obliged to use 
their servants, and what care was to be taken to instruet 
tknn in die true religion, it is not untikely that some 
strangers in poverty aad distress were willing to enter 
into bondi to serve the Jews as long as they lived ; aad 
insadh case the Jiews, by their law, had a ri|^t to their 
ssrviee during life. 

When the awl was bored through the ear of the He^ 
brew servant, the t^ sailh, ^^ He shall serve fosever ;" 
yet ve de not aqpfbee that bfi the.werd ((for ever," it 
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was' iotended that none of. his jMigteritf sboidd aftemtds 
be free. When it is said in regard to the strangers ^di 
they bought,. « They shall be your possession/' it may 
be well understood to mean only the persons so pui- 
l^hased ; all that precedes relates to buying themi and 
what follows to the continuance of their service ; ^< You 
shall take them as an inheritance to your children after 
you; they shall be your bondmen for ever." It may be 
well understood to stand limited to those they purchased. 

Moses directing ^aron and his sons to wash their 
hands and feet, when they went into the tabernacle of 
the congregation, saith, ^< It shall be a statute for ever to 
them, even to him and his seed throughout all geoerar 
tions." And to expcess the continuance of the law, it 
was his common langui^e, « It shall be a statute foreyer 
throughout your generations." So that had he intended 
the posterity of the strangers so purchased to continue in 
sUvery to the Jews, it looks likely that he would have 
uaed some terms clearly to express it. The Jews uii* 
doubtedly had slaves, whom they kept as such from one 
age to another ; but that this was agreeable to the genuine 
design of their inspired law-giver, is far from being a 
clear case* 

Making constructions of the law contrary to the true 
meaning of it, was common amongst that people. Samr 
uel's sons took bribes, and perverted judgment Isaiah 
complained that they justified the wicked jfor reward. 
Zephamah, contemporary with Jeremiah, on account of 
Ibe injustice of the civil magistrates, declared that those 
judges were evening wolves ; and that the priests did 
violence to the law. 

Jeremiah acquaints us, that the priests cried peace, 
pe8^, when there was no peace ; by which means tli6 
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people grew bold in their wickedness ; and having com- 
mitted abominations, were not ashamed; but diroogk 
wrong constructions of the law, they justified themselvev, 
and boastingly said, « We are wise ; and the law of the 
Lord is with us.'' These corruptions continued till the 
days of our Saviour, who told the Pharisees, « You have 
made the commandment of GSod of none eflfect throng 
your tradition." 

Thus it appears that they corrupted the law of Moses ^ 
nor is it unlikely that among many others this was one; 
for oppressing the strangers was a heavy charge against 
the Jews, and very often strongly represented by Hke 
Lord's faithful prophets. 

That the liberty of man was, by Ife inspired law*giver 
esteenotod precious, appears in this ; iimt such who un* 
justly deprived men of it, were to be punished in 13ce 
manner as if they had murdered tiiem. << He fhat sleaU 
eth a man, and selletfa him ; or if he be found in his 
hand, shall surely be put to death.'' This part of tiie 
law Was so coneiderable, that Paul the learned Jew, giving 
a brief account of the uses of die law, adds this, << It 
was made for men-stealers." 

The great men amongst that people were exceedingly 
oppressive ; and it is likely exerted their whole strengtib 
and inlSuence, to have the law construed to suit Aeir 
turns. The honest servants of the Lord had heavy work 
^tli them in regard to tl^ir oppression ; a few instances 
follow: << Thuis saith die Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, amend your ways and your doings, and I wSL 
cause you to dwell in this place. If you thoroughly exr 
ecute judgment between a mian and his neighbour ; if 
yoa oppress not the stranger, the fadierleaB and the 
widow; and shed not innocent blood in this plaee; 

v2 
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after other gotk to yoar kutt, then viK' t 
yoii to divril in this place." Again, Urn mesiti^ 
sent not oaiy to the istunor minnleiti of justice, but 
il0o to the chief ruler. <« Thas saith the Lord, go domi 
to the hoQse of the king of Jcidah^ and speak diere dA 
word; execute ye judgment a«d rig^eoosness, snd de* 
firer the spoikd out of the hand of the O[^re88or; loid 
do no wrong ; do no violence to the stranger, the fattier 
less and the widow ; neidier abed innoGent blood in Qm 
place." Dien adds, <(That in so doing they shofdd 
praeper ; bat if ye will not hear theae words, I swear by 
asysdf, suth the Loid, that this honse shdl beeoQue i 
desolation." 

The king, the priaees, and rulers were agreed ia op- 
pression before the Bri)yloniah captivity ; for whatever 
courts of justice were retained amongst them, or hovefer 
diey decided matters between men of estates, it is plain 
that the cmise «f the poor was not judged m equity. 

It appears that the great men amongst the Jews ward 
fu9y resolved to have slaves, even of thefar own brethren) 
Jer. soziv.: Notwkhstanding the promises and threaten* 
ings of the Lord, fay the pro|^et, and their solemn eo* 
vpuant to set ibem free, confirmed by the imprecation of 
passing between the parts of a calf cut in twam ; inti' 
mating by that ceremony, that on breach of the covenant) 
it were just fer Uieir bodies to be so cut. in pieces, yet 
after ail, they held fast to their old custom, and caUed 
home die servants whom they had set free. «< And 79 
were now turned, and had done right in my ag^t, ni 
prodaiming l&erty ievery man to his neighbour ; and ye 
had made a- covenant before me, in the house which tf 
ealled by my name, but ye tuined and polluted my namej 
and cawed every man his servant, wliom he had set at 



(ibirty al.&eir fieawie^ to fctuni) and brougit them iiM 
snbjeQtioii, to be «nto you for Bervants, and fer hukU^^ 
ipmdft:iihejrefoiethtts siMi the Lord, ye httv^ not keefk^ 
$md unto .me in pioelidmiiig'- libeftj ereqr one to hie 
BOghboar, and every one to his brother. Bdioldi I 
pioclaim Jiberfyi to you, eaidi die Lord, to the sword, te 
ifae peedknce, and to t|ie fiuMie; and I will make ysil 
to be removed into all die kingdoms of the earth. The 
men who transgressed my covenant which they made^ 
and passed between die parts of the calf, I w31 give inle 
diehands of their enemies, and their dead bodies shaH 
be for meet unto the fowls of die heaven, and the beasts 
jof die earth/' 

.: Soon after this dirir ci^ was taken -and bimit; the 
king's sons and die. princes slain ; and die king, widi 
die «hief 'man ci his kiagdom^ oairied captive to Baby^ 
Ion, JElzekiel, prophesying the return of that people to 
their own land, directs, << Ye shall divide 'the land by lot, 
for an inheritance unto you, and to the s hran g e rs that 
S0)mii» atnoagrt. ^on ; in whattribe the sfcmq^er sojeoms, 
tbete .shall ye give him hia iidientaiice, saddi the Lord 
€iod.". Nor is thin particular direction, and the audiority 
with Which it is enforced, without a taidt implicadon, 
tk^ thew ancestors had ersed in thdr condnet towards 
the stranger. 

, Some who keep daves, have doubted as to die eqni^ 
0f.tbe pmetice; but as diey knew men, noted for dieir 
l^ie^, ;*^^iho were in k, Ais, they say, haa made teif 

tan vvft^ b • Ab flsf 

To lean on the ^cample of men in doubtful cases, is 
diftmtt>i for: oidy admt, dmk dmse men were not faiUifid 
aad uj[»igbt to die hig^iest degree, but dwl in some paP» 
tieular case :diey ened^ and it migr foUow diat dns oni 



ytmB the sime^dKnil'vdMli'^mt^wttiki'dMbl^ttil 
Id qiMt #ttr nunda by didr odub]^, majr be dabgpirMi 
to^ mnilTet ; end contmaiBg a it, prom. asteiaUittgk 
block to (eiidev^miiided people vtkm snecoed JM^'m fib 
moDiier as their emnplts are to as. 

Biit fluppoeiog dutfily mt their only motm, ^ 
Ml fafeaeeing the tendoMj of piling roUwiafiMr thiit 
bootyi were not justfy under the ina^atkm cS bftif 
pMEiera vMk a lUefy Ptov. xxaac, tM, bi^ were really i» 
nocent m what tfaey did, ws we asaiamd that we keif 
fhem with the same viewa they k^^them? If we keep 
Aen from no other motfare than* a real sease ef dutf, 
and tnie charity governs ns in aU our proceedings towatd 
them, we are so ftET safe: biit if anotfaar ' apint, iriadi 
iwdines onr minds to the ways of Ihis woiU, foevaik 
upon us, askl iRie are eoneernMi for ottr own ovtrndl 
gain more than for their reel hsppiaess, it will anrul oi 
nothing that some good men bate had tint care awl 
management of negroes. 

Since mankind spread upon the eardi, asAny havebett 
the rcTolutidns attending^ flie. set oral fiunyies, and their 
eostiHns and ways of l^difimntfiMi each oAer. Tbis 
diversity of manners, though some are preferable Is 
elhers, opcsalss not iii feivdnr of any, so fer as to jaMf 
them to do violence to innocent m^a; to biing tlndB 
ip^m. ibek own ialo attothn way of lifew Hie nfflid, 
when moved by a pnample of true love, nmy fed a 
waiantfa <^ graiitude to the ua^ersiaJ^Father, and a liveijr 
sympi^y with those naticms where Divine lighl hasbees 
iessmaniftit ^ - 

: This desive for their rod good may beg^a wiiUti^Mi 
to undergo hasdriiipsi fostiiefar sdifes, thai the ^tme ]m#«^ 
ledge of CM eaay be;qn>ead)fattoto9Bl disdi: bvl^totehe 



«re9tMin« F^mid.solgiecliM, of luMeoft p^tmim of lUU 
sge, is mconsistent ^viAk rig^t masoii.; oa one eiik, Aq 
hwiaa mk^ ia not Aalvndly.&itifiad -witii tbat Inoneas 
i& uriad^n, md goonfaiciM^ oMMMiry to on ind^cadmi 
faler; ontbi^otber flideytobe6ub)C»ltotheQMontrat^ 
.^r11 of a 9im liiUe to ^v, k aioal piuftil awl affliortag 
io a ooftsoii^titioiM Offoature. 

U ia om baffmtm StiAMky to aerre 4w Di^ioa Baisg 
.whoioadowi: kia par&otion. mahaa oaor servioe leaaoa* 
able ; but so long as men are biassed by nanow sdHovOy 
40 loog t^f aie «afit for afaoolttte power over o&ar man* 

Mm, taki^ on ttwni <ke goreittiiieai of o&ars, magr 
Intood to govern neaaoMUy, and make thair sabjods 
jnoto happy. than tbeywoioldoAeivise be; butaaabso* 
Jwie oomnwaid beloogi only to him who ispoiacty wkm 
£rail men, in th^ own wills, assiune anch oommaad, k 
hath a direct tendeoey to vitiate thoir nonda, and make 
Iham more unfit for government* 

Plaoiag onr men tho ^;im«imoiia title of slave, dseasing 

them in uncomely garaKots, keeping them to servile la- 

bouTi in whifdi ^y are often ditty, tends gsadually to 

M a npim in tihe Bodnd^ Hmt they ase a sort of peefde 

below us in a^ne, and loads us to consides them ai 

'OUch in ^1 our concluaioiis about them* -. Aad morooves, 

.^^i0te a. person^ who is aaean and oontemptiUe in .our 

.oateem^ jme9 language or behaviour toward us wUch ia 

unseemly or disffeqpectful, it excites wrath more powei^ 

.fyliy th|m the l&o <H>iidiict in one whom< wo cMicoavt our 

«e^al orsnparioff ; and.whevediis.hepiienatobetbeoase^ 

it dmq^nJifies lor eaodid judgaaant; fiir it is unfitfoplt 







a^-Am jadgBinm earn yAmn KB^vvm petsdml 
tv^ anr starrtd vif y and as* members of soeietjr 
i^afiaM»ftMi>id fo^v^niamA, w« are mtttmJfy dependefil. 
Thiiw wA\ iBtsii it innilts In dutf , aad makes eacli man at- 
tentive to tke conv«waDce of others ; but be i?hose ivffl 
k«.la(Hrtft oUKMy asdufho eofr enforce obedience hj 
Hmmimtmt ; ke^iTfaose-^ivmtB are supplied ^dioutfeelb^ 
aqr oUigntiottlo maka «fui retains to his benefactor, 
Md itboat.inttgttiar appetites &kl an open fteld ibr mt)- 
tioii) is in danger ot gro^riag hard, 'and inattentive to 
thMK coiKveiueiiee iiIk> IriMUr for Us support, and of 
Uwiiig that disposition, in which tdone men are fit' to 
gyNTisn. 

The fii^iish government has been commended Vf 
fesfiigBsro for the disnse of racks aad' tortures, so much 
pinotiaedin some statet^; bbt Ais mnftlpl^'ing of slaves 
leads Ixi ei«d toitaves; for where people exact hard hr 
hour of odmrs, without a suitable reward, and are re- 
solved to contmue in that way, sererity to such ^o 
oppose them beccmies llie consequence ; and' several 
negro cximinals among the English in America, teivi 
b<Mn eseented in a &igermg^ painAd way, very terrifying 
•to othenk ' . ' 

{t iasL fafffijr ease to set out right, and persevere in the 
Hnm^ vmyt a wrong be§finning leads into many diffict^ 
taetij iiMrtojiqpfiortoneevii) another becomes customaiy; 
two psodueer more ; ^and the tother men proceed in A^ 
way^ the greater their dangers, their doubts and t^^] 
and. the aaoieripttnfnl and perplesdng are fhei^ eirenffi- 
atHBf^ ^ aotthfltrsooh who^are true^endsto the real axrd 
hurtsnif intareat ofioiapcomitiy^ and candidly consider i^ 
.tfMdemqp of ^ings^ -cannot bo* fed odneem on dite ^ 



and some of them are sa HinniiiiiUjf dependent «i 
$^r ^}miagy 4«t £» tlw» lo eerve wm m 
&rasceb(tes.to^tiieri||;|bMliiae of .liMig|B» loefat 
to tfie dengB «f.oi» CiMtor* 

Tbere ift.iiotluiigia.tbeu finaie wiicktignee Ihe oen^ 
tnii3r;bati&.»eiitheiieis. Theftemebf neiifstediai^ 
and tii£ fiiifrftfflitknii oi tkek mp^ upc JStbttaAi 
who are toii^ and stroag^aod thoir.nMiidt 
way« of life requiting mttcb iebour to sepport them ; 
etbeis are sooa wemry ; and tboii|^ use laiihae laboar 
more tolerable, yet some are leee apt fiw toil Una otfam^ 
and their nunda leas apfigfaHy. Theee latter lahemiBg 

eaqr toaui^Kirt, beiogoeBteat-widiaiittle* WkaBtfaef 
are we«ry they may. real^ take the moat advaotageow 
pmt of the day for th«r labowr, aadia aH.cam jmrpot^ 
tion one thing to anotheri ao that Aek bodiaa be aot 
Offttesied. 

Now v^iile each ia at liberty,die laMermoybo ao'faa^ 
py^ and live as comfiMBtably^w the iiMBoer ; but ivbere 
men of the first aoit have the. latter nnder afaanhto com« 
mand, and not considering the odds in strength and 
firmness, do sometimes in their eager pnnmt, fagr on 
them burthens gneTOua to be borne; and by degwea 
grow more rigorous; these aspiring to graatoaas, ineteaae 
opfffeanen, and the true osder <^ a kmd firoivideiHe ia 
aubyen^ed. 

Tbeie ai» w^eaknesaes sometimes attending ua, ^diiah 
noake little or no alteration in onr comtfensnoes, nor 
smch lewen por.ajqpietite&r&od^.and yet eo «ieet ^ 
Qgi to make labonr T«ry uneasy. In midi oases, mastenr 
intent on putting forward business, and jealous of Ae 



ef flirir dames, may daibdieDe ^vhat A^iay 
aid gEHroiudy affliot them. 

Adkm k' naccaMiy for all mm, a&d our exkaus^ 
frame nqmiea a support, whidai is tbe fruit of kbour.— 
The earth must be tiUed to keq> us alite : labour ii a 
pioper part of our life; to make one auswrer tbe otiier in 
manie useful mode, looks agreeable to the design of our 
Greator. Motbu rightly managed, tends to our salisfiie* 
tion, heakh and support. 

Those who qmt all usefal busness, and live yiibisMj 
on the labour4>f others, have their exercise to seek ; an&e 
sudi use less than their hes^ requipes ; others Amt 
that ^Hndi, by the drcumstasces attending i^ proves 
utterly adveme to true happissss. Thus ix^iile sometie 
in divataways, distressed forwent of useful action, those 
'vAo supfiort themsighj and are exhausted with exBx6im 
too powerful for nature, spending dieb days with too 
litde cessation from labour. 

Seed sown with the tears of a confined oj^reased 
people, barveste cut down by an overborne discontented 
reaper, make bread less sweet to the tastie of an faonefit 
man, than that which is the produce, or just reward of 
SQxk voinntary action, as is a prefer part of the buft&ess 
of human creatures. 

Again, the weak state of the human species, in beir* 
ing and bringiBg forth Iheir young, and ^ helpless con- 
ditioB of their young beyrmd diat of other creatiires, 
clearly show that Perfect Goodness designs a tender care 
and regard should be exercised toward ik&n. ; and diat 
no imperfect, aribitrary power sliould prevent the cordial 
eflfects dl that symps^y, Wfaidi exii^ in the minds of 
well»met pairs, to each other, and toward their offi^risg* 

In our q>eeies the mutual ties of aflfeetion are mote 



THsxBua» or sbwoes. 

mtioBil nd d»nUe dian in oikas bdow us ; sad like 
ca» and laboor of raising o«r ofiipruig »re »odi giei««. 
Tlie sstiahedoxL arisiiig to us in tbev.innoceiit eoaqpany, 
and in their aihramces firom one nti^nal impioiwniaBt to 
mM>th«ry is Gonaideiai>ley when two aie duui joined, and 
their affections sinoar€»« It howeirer hiqppeos aoMNig 
llaTes, that they are often sitoale in diiferent plnees ; and 
their seeing each other depoKla on the will of men, lia- 
hie to human passions, and a bias in jodgnent ; wIm>, 
widi views of sdf-interest, may keep them apart more 
tbim is rif^. Being absent firom each odi«r, and oiken 
with odier con^nny, there is a danger of their afieetioiis 
being sdieaated, jealousies arising, the happiaefls otters 
wise resultmg from the care of their ofi^rii^ firustraled, 
and the oomforts of marriage destroyed. These things 
being considered closely, as happening to a near friend, 
will appear to be hard and painfiil. 

He who reverently observes that goodness maniliBSted 
by our graoieas Creator toward the various species of 
beings in this worid, will see, that in our frame and con* 
stktttion it is clearly shown that innoc^t men, eapaUe* 
to manjkge for themselves, were not intraded to be dares. 

A person lately travelling amongst the negroes near 

Senegal, has this remark ; << Which way so ever I tamed 

nay eyes on this pl^ismit spot, I beheld a perfect image 

of pwre natare ; an agreeable solitude, bounded on every 

ride by charming landscapes, the rural situation of cot- 

tuges in the midst of trees ; the ease and indolence of 

the ntgroea reclining under the shade of their spreading 

fblii^ ; the simplidly of their dress and manners ; the 

whcde revived in my mind the idea of ouf first parents, 

.and I seemed to contemplate the world m its priattlive 

«tate." M. Adttison, page 55. 

W 



ihm0 ntpqfin in thrmr pnrtn^ wbo heme had jsami^ 
aUb <€dttC«ti<ui^ bare manifeflfced a bnf^taeas 4>! anto- 
^tandiag eqaal to ouaiy irf* us« A lemaik of &i» kM 
mne >fiad ia Boamaa, page 328. << The negroes of Fidiy 
siaib he, are ao aociuately quick in their merdnadiie 
9000iiat% that thejr easily reckon as justly and t^iddy 
JAitheir heads only, as we -wiOx the assistance of pen wi 
iakf though the sum amoonts to seTeral thousands." 

Through the force of long custom, it appears needfid 
to spedc in relation to colour* Siqipose a white cfaSd, 
hem of parents of the meanest sort, who died and laft 
him an infant, falls into the hands of a person, who e&- 
deavours to keqp him a slave, some men would accaiiBt 
him an unjust man in doing so, who yet appear mej 
n^e many black peo[de, of honest lives and good abi& 
ties, are oudaved in a manner mxae shocking than th« 
case here supposed. This is owing chiefly to the idea 
ef slavery being connected with the blade colour, and 
liberty ^with the white ; and where false ideas are twisted 
into our minds, it is with difficulty we get fairly disea* 
tangled. 

A traveUer who in cloudy weather misses his way, 
makes many turns while be is lost, yet still fonns in his 
mind the bearing and situation of places, and though 
the ideas are wrong, they 'fix as fistas if they were ri^* 
Finding how things are, we see our mistake ; yet the 
force of reason, with repeated observations on plaeo 
and things, do not soon remove those false notioas so 
ftaitened upon us, but it will seem in the imagination 
aa if die ccHirse of the sun was altered ; and though by 
raooUeotiim we are assured it is not, yet those ideas d9 
not snddenly .leave us. 

Selfishness being indulged, clouds the imderstandiog; 
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wni trtiere selfish meik for a long time ptocetd oa llieir 
wsrf without oppoatioii, the deccmUencfls of vnriglil* 
eoiunesB gc^ so rooted in their intdleets^ that » eandid 
CKaoonatioa of things relating to self-interest is prevented'; 
and m this eirenmstance, some who woold not agree to 
aiake a ^ttVie of a person whose eolour is-' like their own, 
appear easy in making slaves of others of a diflferenl 
cotour; tiiOQgfa their understandings and morals are eqad 
to the generality of men of their own colour. 

The colour of a man avails nothing, in matters of right 
and equity. Consider colour in relation to treaties; by 
which disputes between nations are sometimes settled.—^ 
And should th*e Father of us all so dispose tilings, that 
treaties wiHi black men should sometimes be necessary, 
how then would it appear amongst the princes and am- 
bassadors, to insist on the prerogative of the white colour ? 

Whence is it that men, who believe in a righteous 
Omnipotent Being, to whom all nations stand equally 
iidated, and are equally accountable, remain so easy in 
it ; but because the ideas of negroes and slaves are so 
interwoven in the mind, that they do not discuss this 
matter with ibst candour and freedom of thought, which 
the ease justly calls for. 

To come at a right feeling of their condition, requires 
humble serious thinking ; for in their present situation, 
ttiey have but little to engage our natural affection in their 
favour. 

Kad we a son or a daughter involved in the same case^ 
in which many of them are, it would alarm us and make 
US feel their condition without seeking for it. The ad- 
versity of an intimate friend will excite our compassion, 
while that of others equally good, in the like trou)^ will 
but little afifeot us; 
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AguB, the man ia v^dly honour whom vre constdn 
m our superior, tieitiBg us with kindness and generosity, 
begets ft ratum e( gratitude and friendship toward him. 
We may receive as great benefits from men a degree 
lower than ourselvesy in the common way of reckoning, 
and feel ourselves less engaged in favour of them. Sudi 
is our condition by nature^ and these things being na^ 
rowly watched and examined, will be found to center in 
self-love. 

The blacks seem far from being our kinsfolk, and did 
we find an agreeable disposition and sound understand- 
ing in some of them, which appeared as a good founda- 
tion for a true fiiendship between us, the disgrace arising 
from an open firiendship with a person of so vile a stock, 
in the common esteem, would naturally tend to hinder it^ 
They have neither honours, riches, outward magnificence 
nor power ; their dress coarse, and often ragged, their 
employ drudgery and much in the dirt, they have little or 
nothing at command, but must wait upon and work for 
others, to obtain the necessaries of life ; so that in their 
present situation, there is not much to engage the friend- 
ship, or move the afiection of selfish men. But such 
who live in the spirit of true charity, sympathise with the 
afflicted even in the lowest stations of life. 

Such is the kindness of our Creator, that people ap- 
plying their minds to sound wisdom, may iif general with 
moderate exercise live comfortably, where no misapplied 
power hinders it. We in these parts have cause grate- 
fiilly to acknowledge it. But where men leave the true 
use of things, their lives become less of calm, and have 
less of real happiness in them. 

Mtaj are desirous of purchasing and keeping slaves, 
that they may live in some measure confi^rmably to those 
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tartoms of the tunes,, which hare ia them a tbetiuw of 
luxury; for when we, in the least dq;ree, dqmrt fi^a 
ftat use of the creatures^ for which the Craator <rf att 
things intended them, there luxury begins. 

And if we connder this way of life seriously, we AaM 
see there is nothing in it diffident to induce a wise ausi 
to choose it, before a plain, simple way of living. If wt 
examine stately buildings and equipage, delicious food, 
superfine clothes, silks and linens ; if we consider the 
splendour of choice metal fastened upon raiment, and 
the most showy inventions of men, it will yet i|>pear tint 
tbe humble-minded man, who is contented with the true 
use of houses, food and garments, and cheerfully exei^ 
ciseth himself agreeably to his station in civQ society, to 
earn them, acts more reasonably, and discovers more 
Soundness of understanding in his conduct, than sudi 
who Is^ heavy bur.dens .on others, to support themselves 
in a luxurious way of living. 

Gteorge Buchanan, in his history of Scotland, page 
62, tells of some ancient inhabitants of Britain, who were 
derived from a people that << had a way of marking their 
bodies, as some said, with instruments of iron, widi 
variety of pictures, and with animals of all shapes, and 
wear no garments, that they should not hide their pic- 
tures ; and were therefore called Picts." 

Did we see those people shrink with pain, for a consid- 
erable time together, under the point or edge of this 
iron instrument, and their bodies all bloody with the 
operation; did we see them sometimes naked, sufiering 
^vith cold, and yet refuse to put on garments, that those 
imaginary ensigns of grandeur might not be concealed} 
it is likely we should pity their foUy and fondness for 

those things: but if we candidly compare their conduct, 
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m llMt caie, viih some cMduct amongst oarsrives, irii 
it oot qq;kesr that oUr folly is the greatest? 

In true Gospel simplicity/free from all -wrong use of 
things, a spirit vhich bceathes peace and^good yn& is 
ohdiahed ; but when we aspire after imagbiry grsadeor, 
and apply to selfish means to attain onr end, this desiie^ 
in itB or^;inal, is the same with the Picts in cutting figured 
an their bodies; but the eril consequences attending our 
prooeedi]^ axe the greatest* 

A covetous mind, which seeks opportunity to exalt 
Itself) is a great enemy of true harmony in a country: 
envy and giudging usually accompany ^is disposition, 
and it tends to^ stin up its liJ^eness in o&ers. And where 
this disposition ariseth so high, as to embolden us to i 
look upon honest industrious men as our own property 
during life, and to keep them to hard labour, to support 
us in those customs which have not their foundation in 
right reason, or to use any means of oppression; a 
haughty spirit is cherished on one side, and the desire 
q{ revenge frequently excited on the other, till the in* 
habitants of the land are ripe for great commotion and 
trouble: and thus luxury and oppression have the seeds 
of war and desolatioQ in them/ 



Some aceautU of the ilave-trade^from the writings ofpertant 
who hone been at the places where they are first purchased^ 
viz, 

BosMAK on Guinea, who was a factor for the Dutch 
about sixteen years in that country, (page 339) thus re- 
marks : " But since I have so often mentioned that com* 
merce, I shall describe how it is managed by our factors. 
The first business of one of our factors, when he cornea 
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|9^ Fida, is to satisfy the customs of the kingi^ and dio 
great men, which amounts to about oae hundred pounds^ 
in Guinea value, as the goods must sell diere. After 
which we have fiee license to trade, which is puUisiied 
throughout the whole land by the crier. And yet before 
we can deal with any pason, we are obliged to buy the 
king's whole stock of slaves, at a set price ; which is 
eommonly one third or fourth higher than ordinary. After 
which we have free leave to deal with all his subjects, of ^ 
what rank so ever* But if there happen to be no stock 
of slaves, the factor must resolve to run the risk of trust- 
ing the inhabitants with goods, to the value of one or 
two hundred slaves ; which commodities they send into 
ifie inland country, in order to buy with them slaves at 
all markets, and that sometimes two bundled miles deep 
in the country : for you ought to be informed, that maiw 
kets of men are here kept in the same manner as they of. 
beasts are with us. 

« Most of the slaves which are pfiered to. us, are pcie- 
oners of war, which are sold by the* victors as their 
booty. When these slaves come to Fida, they are put 
i^ prisons all together; and when we treat concerning 
them, they are all brought out in a large plain, where, by 
our surgeons, whose province it is, they are thoroughly 
examined, even to the smallest member, and that naked, 
both men and women, without the least distinction or 
naodesty. Those which are approved as good, are set on 
one side. The invalids and maimed being thrown out^ 
the remainder are numbered, and it is entered who deliv- 
ered them : in the mean while a burning iron, with the 
jirms or name of the company, lies'in the fire, with which 
ours are marked on the breast. This is done that vre 
may distinguish them from the slaves of the Englidi) 
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Rnmdb^ #r others. Whea we have agiced with the 
0«Mn of the slaveS) they are returned to their prisons, 
where, bom that time forward, they are kept at out 
dtttge, coat ns two->pence a day a slave, "whidi serves to 
•nhnst them, like our criminals, on bread and iivater: S(» 
tfiot, to save cha^s, we send them on board our ships 
the first opportunity; before which their masters strip 
tliem of all they have on their backs, so that they come 
ahowd stark naked, as well women as men ; in which 
oondition they are obliged to continue, if the master of 
die ship is not so charitable, which he commonly is, as 
to bestow something on them, to cover their nakedness,'' 

Same autiior, page 310. .<< The inhabitants of Popo, 
as well as those of Goto, depend on plunder and the 
dave trade, in both which they very much exceed the 
ktler; for being endowed with more courage, they rob 
more successfully, and by that means increase their trade: 
notwithstanding which, to freight a vessel with slavey 
requires some months attendance. In the year 1697, in 
three days time I could get but three slaves ; but they 
assured me, ths^ if I would have patience for other three 
days onlj^ they should be able to deliver me one or two 
hundred." 

Bosman, page 440. << We cast anchor at Cape Mizu- 
rada, but not one negro coming on board ; I went on 
shore, and being desirous to be informed why they did 
aot come on board, was answered. That about tw(P 
months befor^, the English had been there with two ves- 
sels, and had ravaged the country, destroyed all their 
eanoes, plundered their houses, and carried off some of 
their people for slaves ; upon which the remainder fled 
to the inland country. They tell us, they live in peace 
with aQ their neighbours, and have no notion of any 
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other eaemy than the Rnglwh ; of which ii«tita th^ fca4 
taken some then : and publicly declared, that they would 
endeavour to get as many of them, as the two-mentioned 
ships had carried off of their natives. These imhappy 
English were in danger of being sacrificed to the memoiy 
of their friends, which some of their nation carried off." 

Extracts from a coUecUan of vojfoges. Vol. 1. 

The author, a popish missionary, speaking of his d^ 
parting from the negro country to Brazil, saith, << I re* 
member the duke of Bambay, a negro chief, one day 
sent me several blacks to be my slaves, which I would 
not accept ; but sent them back to him. I afterward! 
told him, I came not into his country to make slaves; 
but rather to deliver those from the slavery of the devil, 
whom he kept in miserable thraldom. The ship I went 
aboard was loaded with elephants' teeth, and slaves to 
the nuniber of six hundred and eighty-men, women and 
children. It was a pitiful sight to behold how all these 
people were bestowed. The men were standing in the 
hold, fastened one to another, with stakes, for fear they 
should rise and kill the whites : the women were between 
the decks, and the children in the steerage, pressed to- 
gether like herrings in a barrel ; which caused an intoler- 
able heat and stench." Page 507. 

" It is now time, saith the same author, to speak of a 
brutish custom these people have amongst them in making 
slaves ; which I take not to be lawful for any person Of a 
good conscience to buy." 

He then describes how women betray men into slavery, 
and adds, " Others go up into the inland country, and 
through pretence of jurisdiction, seize men upon aay 
trifling offence, and sell them for slaves." Page 537. 
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Tkm avlkor. at tUs tveatise) e€iawesmg wA a 
of good credit, was informed bj him, that in his yotith, 
while in England, he wa» minded to come to Ameriea, 
wd happening on a reeMl bound for Guuiea, and 6on 
Ihence into America, he, with a yiew to see Africa, went 
on board her, and continued widi them in tbeir voyage, 
and so came into this country. Among other circum^ 
stances he related these. << They purchased on the coast 
about three hundred daves ; some of them he understood 
were captives of war, and some stolen by oAer negroes 
imatdy. When they had got many slaves on boardj 
but were still on that coast, a plot was laid by an old 
nqpre, notwithstanding the men had irons on their hands 
and feet, to kill the Englirii and take the vessel ; which 
being discovered, the man was hanged, and many of the 
slaves made to shoot at him as he hung up. 

« Another slave was charged with having a design to 
kill the English ; and the captain spoke to him in relation 
to the charge brought against him, as he stood on deck; 
whereupon he immediately threw himself into the sea, 
and was drowned. 

« Several negroes confined on board, were so extreme- 
ly unea^ witii their condition, that after many endeavours 
uaed, they oo«dd never make them eat nor drink dter 
they came in the vessel ; but in a desperate resolution 
starved themselves to death, behaving toward the last 
like mad-men." 

In Randall's Creography, printed 1744, we are in- 
formed, << That in a time of full peace nothing is more 
oonmon than for the negroes of one nation to steal those 
of another, and sell them to the Europeans. It is thought 
tkat the Engiish transmit annually nearly fifty thousand 



if 4iw66 nskftppy oreatoves^ and Ae other SuropeaB 
satiom iogeAer, about two btrndned HMOsancI more." 

It ia tfarongh "die gooiaea» of God that the Tefonna^ 
iha from gross idolatry and 'barbarity hath been thus Ar 
€flRM!ted. If we confer onr coftdition as Ohriitiain, 
and the benefits we enjoy^ and oompaie tkem with the 
condition of 'those people, and consider that our nation 
trading with them for dieir country prodnee, has had an 
opportunity of imparting useful instructions to diem, and 
mnember that bot little pains h»v« been triien therein, it 
must look like an indiffereBce in us. But when we reflect 
on a custom the most ^riiocking of any amongst them, 
and rememb^, that with a view to outward gain we hanre 
j<>ined as parties in it; that our ooncurrenee with Hiem 
in their barbarous proceedings, has tended to harden 
liiem in cruelty, and been a means of increasmg calami* 
ties in their comitry, we must own tiiat herein we hare 
aeted contrary to the precepts of Christ and the examples 
of those wordiies whose lives and substance were spent 
in pr(q>agating Truth and righteousness amongst the 
heathen. When Saul, by the hand of Doeg, dew feui* 
score priests at once, he had a jeakmsy that one of them 
at least was confederate with David, whom he considered 
ae bis enemy. Herod slaying all the male children in 
Bethldiem of two years old and under, was an act of 
uncommon cruelty ; but he supposed there was a male 
child there, within that age, who was likely to be king 
erf the Jews, and finding no way to destroy him, but by 
destroying diem all, thouj^t this the most efiectual means 
to secure the kingdom to his own famSy. 

When the sentence against Ihe Protestants of Marine 
dol, &c., in France, was put in exeewtkin, great numbers 
of people fled to the wilderness ; amongst whom were 
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moient peo|^, women great with ddd, aad othem wtk 
babes in their arms, wbo endnrad edamities grievous to 
relate, and in die exid some peristed with faungar, and 
naBy were destroyed by fire and sword ; but they had 
this objection against them. That diey obstbately p«* 
risted in oppontion to the holy molber church, and hmf^ 
heretics, it was right to wicn4c tibeir ntin and esxtirpatici^ 
and raze ont thdr memory from among men. Fox's Aels 
tad Monuments, page 646« 

In fiiTOur of these oroelties, ei?«ry one bad what tkef 
deemed a plea, llkese scenes of bkwd and croel^ 
among the baibarous inhsA^ilairis of Gninea, are not las 
terrible than those now mentioned. They are coatinodl 
from one age to another, and we make ourselves psfte 
and feUow-h^>ers in them; nor do I see that we haie 
any plea in our fieiToar more plausible than the plea cf 
Saul, of Herod, or of the French, in those daughters. 

Many who are pwties in this.tmde, by keeping dcre; 
with views of self-interest, were they to go as soldieis is 
one of diese iidand expeditions to catch slaves, mni 
necessarfly grow dissatisfied with such employ, or cease 
to profess their rdigious principles. And thmigh &e M 
and most striking part of the scene is done at a great 
distance, and by other hands, yet etery one who is 
acquainted with die circumstances, boA notwithstandng 
joins in it, for (he sake of gain only, must in tbe natuit 
of things, be chargpeable with the odiers. 

Shcrald we coiwader ourselves present as spec^Hls^ 
when cruel negroes privately cate& innocent children^ 
who are emjdoyed in the fields; hear their lameatdd^ 
cries, under the most terrifying -ajqirebeasions ; or abouU 
we look upon it as happenaig in our own families, hariag 
our childmn carried off by savages, we must needs ow% 



iHHtf ^ Sbmid w% neditata on Ike ws ^diick we 
ganlljr increased by lUs trade, and on tfmt aflUetiMi 
iriadi^aiaBy thoneaadt Mve in, tbroiii^ q^peeimiMite of 
being taken or elaki; on the tenev and aannettMnit HutL 
Tillages aore in^ iriien eunomidod by tbeee tieafo of entef^ 
piisese; on the great pain and miseiy of groanii^ dfing 
mto, lAo get woonctod in thoee sldnniriies; we shaU 
necessarily see, that it is impoMble to be paftiee in snsh 
a tvade, OB the motifce of gain, and veiain imr innocence. 

£Hioald we eonsider tho <nae of mnldtades of tboee 
peepk^ wbo in a fimitfiil sal, and kot cMmnte, widi a 
Ixtde labour raise grain, roots and pidse to eat; spin and 
wieaiTe cotton, and fimtan teg^her ike ktge feadieis <rf 
fmdsylo cover their nakedness ; many of wh<Mn, in mack 
fimfttrity Iree inoftnaiTdy in tlMir cottages, and idke 
great com&it in rearii^ np Ikeir 4^dcen. 

Shoidd we contemplate their ciicnmstances, wken tad* 
deniy attacked, and labonr to nndenlnnd their ines- 
punsBible angoiflkof sonl who enmve tkecosiiiot: skottU 
use tkmk on inoffensive wmnen, who fled at the alami, 
and at tfieir vetnm saw tkat village in wkiek tkey and 
iheir acqnaintanee were raised up, and had pleasant^ 
spent ibmr youtfafol days, now i^ring in f^omy deso]»- 
HoKk ; some ahodked at finding tke wagled bodiee of 
Ifcirir near ttendi amongst die dain ; others bemoaning 
the absence of a l»ethcr, « msler, a «hfld, or a whek 
fainitji of children, who by cruel aum, are boimd and 
carried' to SEarket to be sold, widiout the least hopes of 
neeang tl^m again: add to tins, <he dUeted condition 
a£ diese poor captives, who are separated from fiinifly 
connexions, and all the comforts aiiiing from frioidsUp 
nndf acquaintance, Gamed amongst' «• people of a stnmge 
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kbow in a ntanaer nore aemk umI weusome flwi 
whst Ikey ^viMt used to, ^vridi onny Mnowfiil cineiui* 
fltanotft aktaftdiBg dl«r dsTAiy ; wtmuitJieceKaiiljFsefi, 
HuA it belongs not to tke folk>w«» of Christi to be ptitki 
ia mek a traik, o« Ibc motives of outward gan. 

TkoQgh there were wais and deeoiatioae among tiK 
aegroeB) bcfecia tlM £w(^aii8 iMgaa to tikde Amix 
alairee, yet now the dlamittea are gzeally kicreafled^ w 
many thenaands being amoMaUy bion;^ firom thence; 
and we by pudianng than widi ykm^ of ael&intereit, 
aie become parties with thiem, and accessary to titt 



In this case, we are 3M>t joking against an enemy who 
is fomenting diaeoids on our continent, and uniig al 
posaUe means to mdee shives of us and our diiUhraii^ 
but against a people who hare not injwed us. 

If tfcNMm who were spoilad and wnNiged, shooU at 
kagflt note cfaMres of Aeir oppresaors, and conliBiie 
slavefy to their posterity, it would look rigorous.to caadid 
floen: but to act that part toward a people, when xu^Am 
fliey nor their fiith^s have ii^ured us, has something ib 
it estrabrdinaiy, and requires our serious attentiott. 

Ovff children biesddng a bone ; getting so bruisedlhat 
a leg or an arm mnst be taken off; lost for a km faouis, 
so that we deqmir of their being {mmd 9^piin; a fiii»id 
hurt, so that he dieth in a day or two ; are circumstanoeB 
that move us wkh grief. Did we attend to these scentf 
in Africa, in like manner as if they were transacted m 
our piesenoe, andsyslpathise with die negroes in all their 
afflictions and miseries, as we do witii our diildren ttul 
friends, we Aould be more careful to do nothing in waj 
degree h^jfmtg fixward a trade ptodu^ye of so maiqf 



mAmptttcOmnitm GtMt (UstsMe mates 
Muraffrfwr. Wfl]ii#]r to jom ivttb luif^tooii^^ 
toJbe injiay of awairiio lite some ibowmuA miles off, m 
jtl»noie JB nbflta&ce^ as jouMOg ymtii it to Iko wjfuty of 

oor neigbtioiira. 
In the eje of iMue justice, actions are regarded aooord^ 

ii« to tbe spirit and disposition they aiise fiom: some 
erik aie accounted scnndakHM, and the dssiie of reputa^ 
lioiimay keep seifish men £rom qipeaiittg <qwBly to p«> 
ioft^e in them ; but he ^iho is shy on diat nooonnt, and 
jethy indirect means promotes that evil, and ahaies in 
the pro&.of it, oammt be innooent. 

He who with a view to self-interest buys adave, mads 
00 by vklcnce, and on the strength of such porchase 
kids him a slave, dierehy joins hwids with those who 
pnamitted AaA vioienoe, and in the nature of thaags be* 
comes chargeaUe with the guilt 

Sappose a man wants a slave, and being in Guinea, 
goes and hides by the path where boys pass from one 
ttOe town to another, and there catches one the day he 
csi^eots to saU; and taking him on board, brings him 
home, wifchout any aggravating circumstances ; siqipose 
another buys a man taken by them who live by plrader 
and the slave-*fade ; who often steal them privately, and 
shed much Wood in gettmg ihem, he who buys the slaves 
thus taken, pays those men for their wickedness, and 
naksa^ himself a party with them. 

Whatevernice^ of distinction there may be, between 
gomginpwsonon expeditions to catch staves, and buying 
&ose with a view to self-inteiest, which others have 
itkm; it m dear and plaiato an uprif^ mind, that such 
distmctpon is in words, not in snbstanee j for the parties 
are concerned in: the same work, wd have a necessary 
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Iiiiiniiki»milli tml iliiiiiiiilim i iiii rmili nlhin, fin 
ikmm Afme to pnicliafle altyet, ihej -mho liTeby stedug 
•a4 iatUng ttenv "WouU of co&MqneBie do lev at it 

Some ^wnld bujra iwgro broa^ from Oones^^nAit 
view to sdf-inteiest, and keep him a dave, "ndio yA 
inmM aactt to acrapk to take anna, and join with mea 
flMBi^yed in laking akvca. 

. Ottos have oivil m^roea^ who werc bom ia out 
QOHPtiy) ciyafcte and likdly to manage wdl for them* 
■abrea; vkara thegr keep as shivea, withoiit ever tijaf 
tbaaa wkh freedom^ and take the piofit of their labeortt 
a part of their estates^ and yet diaifprove of bnagiag 
them firom their own eoax^. 

If thoee negODea had oome base as meichaati,* ^ 
theit ivory and gold duat, in order to trade with as^ aid 
aome poweifiil penoa had takan their efiects to hinudfi 
and then pi^ tham to bard labour, and erer after coaad' 
eaed tbem as slavasy the action would be looked npoD 
as luarigfateoiis. 

If those negro merehants should have duldren aAa 
hetng among us, whose endowments and conduct weie 
hke other peopled in oommon, and on th^ attainixigto 
aaature age^ and requesting to have their liberty, ^ 
diould be told they wore bom in slavery, and wne bvfid 
alanea, and therefine theirrequest should be denied ; sadi 
oettdaal ton^ard th«n wou^ be lo<^ed upon as uatt 
and oppressive^ 

la Ihe preaanlr aassy xelating to hoase^xifB negfdeS) 
whoaa undeOTfeandiags and behaviour ate m good ai 
oommaa among other people, if we have any claiai i0 
them as davwB^ thattidahnds g^uoded oa their bdngitf 
alddfen or offifinag of aiaves, who in g^ieral wne msdi 
tfaaaagh faeaaa asivonr^ifaleDaS) ai»l alt«adedvriA 
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MMe temUft eiinflistflBMfcilMn the <a^ 
so Hak lAtn we trace our ckom to the bottom, these 
hoise^bom Degrees faavHig paid lor Diar edneetioiii end 
gite» reMonable seourify to tfiose who cmned thsss, in 
esse of their beooming ehergeable, we hare no more 
equitalde ligbt to their sernee, than we shoald if they 
were the children of honest nierduuit» who came Ami 
Guinea in an English Tessd to tnde wiAi as* 

KwedaamaBjrrigfatto themasdiechiMrenof akves^ 
ire build mi the foondation laid bj those who Hiade sbnreS 
ei Aeir ^moestors ; so that of necsssitf we mnst eMM 

justify tfie trade, or relinqoidi on* right to them, as being 
the d^ildren of slaves. 

Why shonld it seem right to honest men to mahe ad- 
wtege by these people more tiban by others^ Othem 
en^fieedom, and leoeire wages eqoal to Aeir woik, at 
or near sadi time as they have discharged these eqmlable 
oUigaiioiis they are onder to those who edueste them. 
These have made no contract to serve ; been no asoss 
apeneive in raising up than others, and many of them 
iqqpear as likely to make a right use of fiwedom as other 
people^ how then ean an honest man withhold fromtheas 
that liberty, which is the firee gift of the Most Ifi^ to 
kie rational ereatores? 

The upri^ in heart cannot succeed the wicked in 
tbeur widkedness ; nor is it consonant to the life they Irre^ 
to hold fast an advantage unjustly gained. 

The negroes who live by plundw and tfie dave^trade, 

steal poor mnocent children, invade their neighboum^ ter« 

ritocies, and spill much blood to get these riaves: and 

oaoi it be posnble Sox an honest man to Ifaiiric that with a 

view to self-interest, we may contmue shveiy to die off* 

spring of these unhsppy suffurers, mer^ becauae ib&f 
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«it4i» dd*DM of -dftr«% ttid not bitTO a flhive ^f^ 
gttik? 

It it gmiM by flmay, tirnl 4b& neaM vsed in feMug 
tiMm «m ani^bieoat, and tlmt buying A«iii'^«iieftbr(Nigli( 
biiais wrong; yet as seltttg tbev fiee » attended tritt 
•eaM difiaulty, tb^ do not oemply willi it ; but semto 
ba af tbe f^tiniaB, ttiat to grre tbem feod and idmeirt, 
and keep diaaa sefvanls '^nrMicwt any otter wages, is'te 
baal way to managt tbem tbaA diey know erf; andbej^ 
HM 'tbair duMr^ alto^ tbem will net be eniel to<te 
nagitoe^ eondude to leave tiiem as daTes lo &cir diMea. 

While [^Ment aatward iiiteresta is Uie chief object of # 
oat tfttantian,. we diall feel many objections in our ihinds 
against ienottnaiag oiia daim to theaiy aa tiie <Afldrea of 
dai%s ; fer being prepossessed vh& wremg opimcms^ 
piei^ats our seeing things clearly^ wbieb to indlfler^ 
pMMAS ara easy to be seen. 

. Suppose a person sevesAy yean past, in low eireia- 
itaMes^ boagfat a negro Bsaof and wosMua, and tha^^t 
obSdran of such peiaon are nDrw weaftfay, and bare fte 
eh^ran of suah staves; aAnit that the fost n^ro ana 
aiad his wifb dild as wtteh business as their master and 
avslrassy Md tbat the children of the slares hav ^ done 
Udore than their young masters: suppose on the ^lAole, 
that the expense of living has been less oi^ the ne^^ 
sask'thw on the other, lA which are no ia^paebable sof^ 
positions, it f^dlowS) that in equify these negroes have a 
ri^' to a part of this increase of woridly substaiibe ; 
that ^oald' some difficulties aris^ on their being set free, 
thete is re^y»on for us patiently to labour th£e«gh thefli.' 

M. the tK>iidbict ^ men varies, rdathig to eivil sorietjr,* 
so diflsreat trealteent m justly due to&eai* Indiscrett 
asen oeeasioik toaUe in ike world; and it remains to be 
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iktk otBB ^ tfaoce. who Mek tke gM>4 tf Mwiiind, to 
admoaith saeh as thej find occasioa. 

The sIotyiilBQfls of 80IIM of theni) in iNronding for 
tbtmflelTet a»d faaulifM, it is lik»iy i^roidd lequire IIm 
aotiee of tkw Beighbovre; aor is it iialikelj thid aoMt 
wouldy witb juetice, be made servaate) and oth^ca pii»* 
iahtd for their crimes. Puve justiee pobls out to eaek 
iadiyidual tbeir due ; but to deny a people tbe jtfiyilege 
of kiunaa creatiweS) on a suppositioa that bebg fiee^ 
many of them would be troubleaoaae to us, is to mis 
the coaditioa of good aad bad men iogetbor^ and to traai 
^thfe ivkole as the worst of them deaerve. 

If we serioufily consider that liberty ia the ii|^ of 
inaooettt men ; that the mighty God is a refuge for ttie 
oj^ressed ; that in reality we are indebted to them; tint 
they being set fieei are ^ liable to the penalties of our 
laws, and as likely to have punishment for their crimes 
9» other people; these may answer all our objectioni; 
and to retain dien in perpetual aenritude, without ymk 
cause for it, will produce eflectS| in the event, more 
grievous than setting them free would do, when a real 
love to truth and equity is the motive to it. 

Our autbori^ over them stands originally in a purchase 
made from those who, as to the general, obtained theart 
by unrighteousness* Whenev» we have secourae to 
suoh authority, it tends more or less to obstruct the ehaa^ 
ttefeAkroi^ which the perfeet phmt in us reeeives no«p* 
iduneal*. 

Tteie is a principle, [the Spirit of Truth} which is pim^ 
plaoediin the human mind, which in different places and 
ages teth had diferent names ; it is however pure, aad 
proceeds from God. It is deep and inward, c<Hiia0d ta 
na fonas.of religion, nor-exeluded from aay> where the 
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heait fltends in perfect dncerily. In ^omsoever 
takes root and grows, of what nation aoever, they be- 
come brethien, in the best sense of the expies^on. Using 
ourselTes to take ways which appear most easy to us, 
when inconsistent with that purity which is without be- 
ginnings we thereby set up a government of our own, 
and deny obedience to Him, whose service is true liberty. 

He that hath a servant made so wrongfully, and knows 
it to be so, when he treats him otherwise than a £reema% 
when he reaps the benefit of his labour, without paying 
bun such wages as are reasonably dne to free men for 
the like service, clothes, accepted; these things, though 
done in calmness, without any show of disorder, do yet 
dq^rave the mind in like manner, and with as great cer- 
tainty, as prevailing cold congeals water. These steps 
taken by masters, and their conduct striking the minds 
of their children whilst young, leave less rooin for that 
which is good to work upon them. The customs of tbdr 
parents, their neighbours, and the people with whom tfaey 
converse, working upon their minds; and they from 
thence cmiceiving similar ideas of things and modes of 
oonduct, the entranee into their hearts becomes in a great 
measure, shut up against the gentle movings of uncreated 
purity. 

From one age to another, the g^oom grows thicker and 
darker, till error gets established by general opinion; 
that whoever attends to perfect goodness and remains 
under the melting influence of it, finds a path unknown 
to many, and sees the necessity to lean upon the arm of 
Divine strength, and dwell alone or with a few, in rightly 
committing their cause to Him, who is a refuge for bis 
people in all their troubles. 

Where throng^ the agreement of a multitude, some 
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diannels of justice are stopped^ and men may support 
flieir characters as just men, by being just to a party, 
diere is great danger of contracting an aBiance with that 
spirit, which stands in opposition to the God of love, and 
spreads discord, trouble and vexation among such who 
give up to the influence of it. 

Negroes are our fellow creatures, and their present 
condition amongst us requires our serious consideration. 
We know not the time when those scales, in which 
mountains are weighed, may turn. The Parent of man- 
kind is gracious : his care is over his smallest creatures ; 
and a multitude of men escape not his notice. And 
though many of them are trodden down and despised, 
yet he remembers them: he seeth their affliction, and 
looketh upon the spreading increasing exaltation of the 
oppressor. He turns the channels of power, humbles 
the most haughty people, and gives deliverance to the 
oppressed, at such periods as are consistent with his in- 
finite justice and goodness. And wherever gsdn is pr^ 
ferred to equity, and wrong things publicly encouraged 
to that degree, that wickedness takes root and spreads 
wide amongst the inhabitants of a country, there is real 
cause for sorrow to all such, whose love to mankind 
stands on a true principle, and who wisely conrider thA 
end and event of things. 



CONSIDERATIONS 

OV rUKJE WISDOM AND HUMAN POLICY; ON LABOUR] ON SCHOOLS; 
AND ON THE RIGHT USS OF THJE LORD's OUTWARD GIFTS. 

PimST PUlttTM9 IM TIB TBAB 1768. 



^ThBvnadmxL that is imm «bof«^ is ficft pais, ihm peoceal^ 
gentle, and easy to be mitreatad, fiill of mwoy and good fraiti^ 
witlumt partiality, and without hypocrisy." James iii, 17. 

» 



INTRODUCTION. 

Mt mind hath often been affected witih sorrow, mt 
account of the prevailing of that spirit, which leads &on 
SOI humble waiting on the inward teaching of Christ, to 
pursue ways of living, attended with unnecessary laboufj 
and which draws forth the minds of many people to sedf 
after outward power, and to strire for riches, which fre- 
quently introduce oppression, and bring forth vmrs and 
grievous calamities. 

It is with reverence that I acknowledge the mercicf 
of our heavenly Father, who in infinite love visited me 
in my youth, and wrought a belief in me, that through 
true obedience a state of inward purity may be known 
in this life, in which we may love mankind in the same 
love with which our Redeemer loveth us, and therein 
learn resignation to endure hardships for the real good 
of others. 

« While the eye is single, the whole body is full of 
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lig^t ;'' but for want of this, selfidi desires and an imagw 
naiy saperioritjr, darken the mind; hence injustice fie» 
quently proceeds ; and where this is the case, to conyince 
the judgment, is fhe most effectual remedy. 

Where violent measures are pursued in opposing in- 
justice, the passions and resentments of the injured, 
frequently operate in the prosecution of their designs ; 
and after conflicts produotiye of very great calamities, the 
minds of contending parties often remain as litde ac* 
quainted with the pure principle of Divine love, as they 
were before ; but where people walk m that pore lig^t 
in which aU tteir « works are wrought ki God^" and 
under oppression persevere in the meek flpirit, and abide 
firm in the cause of Truth, without a^vely complying 
"with oppressive demands, through these the Lord hadi 
often manifested his power, in opening the understand- 
ings of others, to the promoting of righteousness in the 
€arth. 

A time I believe is coming, wherein this Divine work 
wiQ so spread and prevail, that "Nation shall not lift up 
.word agaiiutiiatioii, nor learn WW «qr more." Andaa 
we, through the tender mercies of God, do feel that this 
precious work is begun, I am concerned to «u:ourage 
my brethren and sisters in a holy care and diligence, that 
each of us may so live under the sanctifying power of 
Trutili, as to be redeemed from all unnecessary cares ; that 
our eye being single to him, no customs, however preva* 
lent, which are contrary to the wisdom from above, may 
hinder us from faithfully following his holy leadings, m 
whatsoever he may graciously i^point for us. 
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To have our troat a^tded in the Lord, and not to seek 
after or desire outward tieasores, any fuitber ibxii his 
holj Spirit leads ua therein^ is a happy state, as saith tlui 
proph^y << Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lor4| 
and -whoae hfi/pe the Lard is/' 

Pure wisdom leads people into lowliness of nundf io 
which thqr leam resignation to the Piyine will, and ooor 
tentment in anflering for his cause, when they canao^ 
keqp a dear conscienise without suffering* 

In this pure wisdom the mind is atte^liTe to the ipQt 
and original qning of motions and desires; ajxdasw$ 
know « the Lord to be our refuge," and find no sa&if 
but in humbly walking before him, we feel aai bcdy.e&r 
gagement, tbat evety desire which leads therefrom m9f 
be brought to judgment 

While we proceed in this precious way, and fiod a^ 
dent longings for a lull deliyerance firom eveiy thing 
which defiles, all prospects of gain that are not consist^ 
with the wisdom from above, are considered as sii9R% 
and an inward concern is felt, that we may live uade^ 
the cross, and faithfully attend to that holy Spirit, which 
is sufficienj; to preserve out of them. . . 

Whea^ I hare considered that saying of Christ, << Lqf 
not up for yourselves^ ibre^sures ?^po^ earth," h^ omaill^ 
tence hath often occurred to my mind. 

While we belieye that he is every where present "with 
his people, and that perfect goodness, wisdom and 
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power, are united in him, how comfortable is die con* 
sideration. 

Our wants may be great, but. his power is greater. 
We may be oppressed and despised, but he is able to 
turn our patient sufferings into profit to ourselves, and to 
die adyancement of his work on earth. His people who 
fed the power of his cross, to crucify all that is selfish 
in them, who are engaged in outward concerns, firom a 
convincement that it is their duty, and resign themselyes 
and &eir treasures to him ; these feel that it is danger- 
ous to give way to that in us, which craves riches and 
greatness in this world. 

As the heart truly contrite, earnestly desires << to know 
CSirist and the fellowship of his sufferings,'' so far as the 
Liord for gracious ends may lead into them ; as such feel 
that it is their interest to put their trust in God, and to 
seek no gain but that which he by his holy Spirit, leads 
nito ; so on the contrary, they who do not reverently 
wait for diis Divine Teacher, and are not humbly con- 
cerned, according to dieir measure, <<to fiQ up that 
vdiicb is behind of the afSictions of Christ,'' in patiently 
sofiering for die promotion of righteousness in the earth; 
but have an eye toward the power of men and the out- 
ward advantage of wealth, these are often attentive to 
diose employments which appear profitable, even though 
die gains arise from such trade and business as proceed 
firom the workings of that spirit, which is estranged firom 
the self-denying life of an humble contrite Christian. 

While I write on this subject, I feel my mind tenderly 
icflbcted toward those honesfly disposed people, who 
have been brought up in employments attended with 
diese diflSculties. 

To such I may say, in the feeling of our heavenly 
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fnik^U lote, ViA liimiber myadf wi3i you, thattmr 
ejes may be single to the Lord ! may we reTeranUy ^ 
on him for strength to hy aside all unnecessary expeiueof 
trrerj kind, and learn contentment in a plain simple lift. 

May we in lowliness submit to the leadings of lua 
spirit, and enter upon any outward employ which be 
graciously points out to us, and then whateyer difficiAi€8 
arise in consequence of our faithfulness, I trust they uriD 
work for our good. 

Small treasure to a resigned mind is sufficient. How 
happy is it to be content with a little, to live in humility, 
and feel that in us, which breathes out this language, 
Abba! Fath». 

If that called the wisdom of this world, had no resem- 
blance of true wisdom, the name of wisdom, I suppose, 
had not been given to it. 

As wasting outward substance to gratify vain desiies, 
on one hand ; so slothfulness and neglect on the others 
do oflen involve men aad their families in trouble, and 
reduce them to want and distress. To ehun both thett 
vices is good in itself, and hath a resemblance of wifr 
dom ; but while people thus provident, have it priao* 
paHy in view to get riches and power, and the friendsiqi 
of this world, and do not humbly wait for the Spirit of 
Truth to lead them in purity ; these, through an amdouB 
eare to obtain the end desired, reach forth for gain in 
Vorldly wisdom, and in regard to their inward state, fal 
into divers temptations and snares. And though such 
may think of applying wealth to good purposes,* and to 
use their power to prevent oppression, yet wealth aad 
power are often applied otherwise ; nor can we depart 
from the leadings of our holy Shepherd, without going 
into confusion. 
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• . .. Chr^ urerilhift treqMSHtly attended isitfa p^prnty miMk 
nothing but Divine love can qualify the ttind ta use 
rightly ; and as to the iuuDility and nqpiightnesB of our 
children after us, how great is the uacertainty ! U^ ik 
acquiring wealth, we take hold on the wisdoia whi<di ia 
from beneath, and depart from the leadings of Truth, and 
emmple our children herein, we hare great cause to ap- 
prehend that wealth may be a snare to them, and prove 
an iiyury to others, over whom their wealth may give 
them power. 

To be redeemed from that wisdom which is from be^ 
Jieatfa, and to walk in the li^t of the Lord, is a precious 
situation ; thus his people are brought to put their trust 
in him ; and in this humble confidence in his wisdom, 
goodness and power, the righteous find a refuge in ad- 
versities, superior to the greatest outward help, and a 
comfort more certain than any worldly advantages can 
afibrd. 



ON LABoxm. 

Having from my childhood been used to bodily labour 
for a living, I may express my experience therein. 

Right exercise afibrds an innocent pleasure in the time 
of it, and prepares us to enjoy the sweetness of rest ; but 
from the extremes each way, arise inconveniences. 

Moderate exercise opens the pores, gives the blood a 
lively circulation, and enables us to judge ri^tly respect* 
itig that portion of labour which is the true medium. 

<< The fowls of the air sow not, nor gather into bams, 
yet our heavenly Father feedeth them;" nor do I be* 
lieve that infinite goodness and power would have allotted 
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.w in this life. 

The original design and tnie medium of labour, is i 
iubject that to me appears worthy of our serious co&- 
cideration. 

Idle men are often a burthen to themselves, negleot 
ttke duty the j 0¥Ke to their £unifies^ and become burden 
some to others also. 

As outward Idbonr disected by the wisdom from abote, 
tends to our health and adds to our happiness in tins 
life; so on the contcaiy, entering upon it in a selfish 
spirit, and pursuing it too long, or too hard, have a con* 
traryeflfect 

I have observed that too much labour not only makes 
the understanding dull, but so intrudes upon the harmo^ 
ny of the body, that after ceasing fix)m our toil, we hate 
another to pass through, before we can be so composed 
as to enjoy the sweetness of rest. 

From too mueh labour in the heat, frequently proceed 
immoderate sweats, which often I believe open the way 
for disorders and impair our constitutions. 

When we go beyond the true medium, and feel weari- 
ness appioaching, but think business may suffer if we 
cease, at such a time spirituous liquors are frequently 
taken, with a view to support nature under these fatigaes. 

I have found that loo much labour in the sumnief 
heats the blood, that taking strong drink to support lbs 
body under such labour, increaseih that heat, and though 
a person may be so far temperate as not to manifest Ik 
least disorder, yet the mind in such a circumstance, doth 
not retain that calmness and serenity, in which we should 
okleawottr to live. 
; Tb«« toiling in the l^at and drinking strong UquoTi 
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Tety much to disqualify for follo^?ing hun ¥dio is madt 
ipiwi few of heart* 

As lajFing out more busineas than is oonsiateiit wA 
)Mure wisdom is an evil, so this evil frequently leads iiit» 
IBore* Too much business leads to hurry^ In ike kony 
md toil strong drink is ot/en used, and hereby mai^ 
proceed to noise and wantonness, and some, thougk 
more considerate, do often suffiar loss, as to a true com- 
posedness of mind* 

I feel sincere desires in my heart that no rent or inters 
f^ may be laid so high as to be a snare to tenants ; and 
that no desires of gain may draw any too far in bosinesa* 
That no cares to support customs, which have not their 
foundation in pure wisdom, may have plaee in our 
winds, but that we may build on the sure foundation^ 
and feel our holy Shepherd to lead us, who alone is able 
to preserve us, and bring forth from every thing which 
defiles. 

. Having several times in my travels, had opportunity to 
observe the labour and manner of life of great numbers 
of slaves, jt appears to me that the true medium is lam* 
entably neglected by many^ who assign fhem their por« 
^on of labour. 

Without sayix^ much at this time, eoncemio^ buying 
and selling men for term of life, who have as just a right 
to liberty as we have ; nor about the great miseries and 
«fiusion of blood, consequent on promoting the slave* 
trade ; and to speak as favourably as may be, with re* 
gard to continuing those in bondi^e who are amongst 
nm, wie cannot say there is no partiality in it: few wbit* 
ever tenderness may be manifested by individttala -in their 
nfe time toward them, yet for peo|de to be tranamilted 
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Sdma a man to Us posterity, in tlie hdpleas con^tioii of 
dniraS) appears, inconsistent Mvith the nature of the Gos- 
pel spirit. From such proceedings it often follows, that 
pefaana in die deeMne ot life, are deprived of monies 
equitably dne to them, and committed to the care, vsA 
aubjected to the afaacdate po^K^er, of young inexperienced 
men, who know but little about the weakness of old age^ 
nor understand the langus^ of declining life. 

When parents gire their estates to their children, asd 
then depend on them for a maintenance, they sometimes 
■tteet wiith gieat inconveniences ; but if the power of pos- 
session thus obtaaned, often reverses &e obligations d 
gratitiide mud fiHal duty, and makes manifest that youfii 
are often ignorant of the language of old age, how hard 
is the case of ancient negroes who, dq>rived of the wages 
equitably due to them, are left te young people, who 
have been used to look upon them as their inferiors. 

For men to bd^old the finits of their labour withhdd 
from them, and possessed by others, and in old age to 
find themselves destitute of those comfortable accommo- 
dations, and that tender regard, which their time of life 
requires;' 

liVhen they feel puns, and stiffness in their joints and 
limbs, weakness of appetite, and that a little labour is 
wearisome, and still behold themselves in the neglected 
uncomfortable condition of a slave, and oftentimes to a 
young unsympathizing man ; 

For Bien to be thus treated from one generation to 
another who, besides their own distresses, think on the 
davery entailed on their posterity, and are grieved, whitt 
disagreeable thoughts must they have of the professed 
followers of Jesus ! and how must their groans ascend to 
that Aimi^ty Being, who <«^will be a lefiige for the op- 
pressed." 



on IfMOilU $tt 



ON SCHOOLS. 

<<Safier iitda cbildren to oom»watome^ mad forbid tbani not, Sir 
of sach is the kingdom of God." Mari^ Xf 14. 

To encourage children to do things with aview to g«t 
the praise of men, to me a^qtears an obstraotioii to their 
being inwardly acquainted.with the Spiiit of Troth. For 
it is the work of the Holy Spint to direct the mind to 
Gknl) that in all our proceecKngs we> may have a sk^ 
eye to him ; to give alms in secret, to fast in secret, ud 
labour to keep dear of that diqpositi^m sepioTed by o«r 
Saviour, « But all their works they do for to be seen of 
men." 

That Divine lig^t winch enlig^ten» all men, I bdieve 
does often shine in the minds of children very early, and 
humbly to wait for wisdom, thait our conduct toward 
ihem may tend to forward their acquaintance wi& it, 
and to strengthen them in obedience thereto, q^pears to 
nie to be a duty on all of us. 

By cherishing the spirit of pride, and the love of praise 
in them, I believe they may sometimes improve faster in 
learning, than oAerwise they wmdd, but to take mea* 
sores to forward children in karning, which naturally 
tend to divert their minds from true humiMty, appears to 
me to savour ot the wisdom of this world. 

If tutors are not acquainted with sanctification of spirk^ 
ikor ei^erienced in an humble waiting ibr the leadings 
of Truth, but foUaw liie maxims ai ^e wisdom of this 
"vrorld, children who are under their tuition, appear to 
ine to be in danger of imbibing thoughts and apprehen- 
sions reverse to that meekness and lowliness of heart, 
which is necessary for all the true followers of Christ 
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Cbildren at an age fit for scboob^ are in a time of £fe 
which requires the patient attention of pious people, and 
if we commit tbem to the tuition of those whose mincb 
we bdi«v« are^ not rightly prepwed to << train them vs^m 
the nurture askd admonition of the Lord,'^ we are in (ka- 
giyr of not acting the part of faithful parents toward them; 
for our heavenly Father doth not require us to do ey3| 
tikat good may come. of it; and it is needful thatvt 
deeply examine ourselves^ lest we get entangled in the 
wisdom of this world, and throu^ wrong apprehensions) 
take such methods in education, as may prove a gcent 
kgury to the minds of our children. 

It is a lovely sight to behold innocent children; and 
when they are sent to schools where their tender minds 
aie in imminent danger of being led astray by tutors, 
who do not live a self-denying life, or by the convenoi* 
tion of children who do not live in innocence, it is a 
case much to be lamented^ 

While a pious tutor has tiie charge of no more children 
than he can take due care of, and keeps his authority in 
the Truth, the good spini in whidi^ he leads and govemS) 
works on the minds of such who are not hardened, and 
his labours not only tend to bring them forward in out* 
ward learning, but to open their understanding with re* 
speot to the true Christian life. But where a person has 
charge of too many, and his thoughts and time are so 
mack employed in the outward affairs of his school, that 
he does not so weightily attend to the spirit and condoet 
of.eadi individual, as to be enabled to administer rightly 
Ijo all in d«e season ; through such omissions he not only 
sufiero^as to the state of his own mind, but^ the minds <^ 
<2ie children are ia danger of suffering also. 

To watch the spirit of children, to nurture them in 



Gospel loTe, and labour to help them againat that which 
would mar the beautj of their minds, is a debt we owe 
them; and a fidthful performance of our duty, not only 
tends to iheir lasting b^iefit, and our own peace^ bit 
also to render their company agreeable to us. 

Instruction thus administoed, readies the pore wilneaft 
in the minds of children who are not hardened, and 
begets loTC in them toward those who thus lead theH 
on ; but where too great a number are committed to a 
tutor, and he, through mudi cumber, omits a careful 
attention to the minds of the children, there is a danger 
of disorders gradually increasing amongst them, until the 
efiects thereof appear in their conduct, too strong to be 
easily remedied. 

A care hath lived on my mind, that more time might 
be employed by parents at home, and by tutors at 8cho<^, 
in weightily attending to the spirit and inclinations of 
children, and that we may so lead, instruct and govern 
them, in this tender part of life, that nothing may be 
omitted which is in our power, to help them on their 
way to become the children of our Father, who is in 
heaven. 

Meditating on the situation of schools in our provinces, 
my mind has at times been affected with sorrow, and 
under these exercises it has appeared to me, that if those 
who have large estates werefiedthful stewards, and laid no 
rent, or interest, or other demand, hi^er than is ccnsisl- 
ent with universal love ; and those in lower circumstances 
would, under a moderate employ, shun unnecessary eon* 
pense, even to the smallest article, and all unit^ in humbly 
seeking to the Lord, be would graciously instruct us, and 
strengdien us, to relieve the youth from various snares in 
which many of them are entangled. 
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Oir THE &IGHT TTSfi Of TH£ LORD^B OUTWAKD GIFTS. 

Aa oar understandings are opened by die pure Hgktj 
we experience th«t through an inward approaching id 
CkKly the mind is strengthened in obedience ; and that by 
gratiffing those desires which mre not of his begetting, 
lliese approaches to him are obstructed, and the deceit* 
able spirit gains strengtti. 

These truths being as it were engraven upon ourhe^ 
and our everlasting interest in Christ evidently concerned 
therein^ we become fervently engaged, dial nothing may 
be nourished which tends to feed pride or self-love in xa. 
Thus in pure obedience, we are not only instructed iii 
our duty to God, but also in the affairs which necessarily 
relate to this life, and the Spirit of Trutb which goid^ 
into all truth, leavens the mind with a pious concern, 
durt « whatsoever we do in word or deed, may be done 
in His name." 

Henee such buildings, ftumiture, food and raiment, as 
best answer our necessities, and are the least likely to 
feed that selfish spirit which is our enemy, are the most 
aoceptabie to us. 

In this state the mind is tender, and inwatdly watchfnl, 
that the love of gain draw us not into any business which 
may weaken our love to our heavenly Father, or bring 
unnecessary trouble to any of his creatures. 

Thus the way gradually opens to cease from that spirit 
li^ch craves riches and things fetched far, which so 
mixes wkh the customs of this world, and so intrudes 
upon the true harmony of life, that the right medium of 
lri»ur is very much departed from. As the minds of 
people are settled in a steady concern, not Xo hold of ' 
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{1088689 any thuig but what may be held conastentiy Witt 
the wisdom wbtcb is firom above, they oonsider-what they 
possessi as the gift of Crod, and axe inwardly exercised^ 
that in all parts of their conduct they may act agreeably 
to the nature of the peaceable goyeniment of Christ. 

A little supports sueh a life; and in a state truly re> 
signed to the Lord, the eye is single to see what outward 
employ be leads into as a means of our subsistence, and 
a lively care is maintained to hold to that, without launch* 
ing further. 

There is a harmony in the several parts of this divine 
work in the hearts of people: he who leads them to 
cease from those gainful employments, carried on in that 
wisdom which is from beneath, delivei^ also from the 
desire after worldly greatness, and reconciles the mind to 
a W^ so plain, that a little suffices. 

Here Uie real comforts of life are not lessened. Mod* 
erate exercise, in the way of true wisdom, is pleasant 
both to mind and body. 

Food and raiment sufficient, thou^ in the greatest 
simplicity, is accepted with contentment and gratitude. 

The mutual love subsisting between the fruthftd follow-- 
ers of Christ, is more pure than that friendship which is 
not seasoned with humility, how qpecions soever the ap- 
pearance. 

Where people depart from pure wisdom in one case, 
it is often an introduction to depart from it in many more ; 
and thus a spirit which sedcs for outward greatness, and 
leads into worldly wisdom to attain it and support it, gets 
possession of the mind. 

In beholding the customary departure from the true 
Qi^dium of labour, and that unnecessary toil whidi many 
go through, in. supporting outward greatness, and pro* 
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coring delicacies ; in beholdii^ how Hie trae calnmen of 
life is changed into huny, and how many, by eagoif 
pursuing outward treasure, are in great danger of Withe^ 
ing as to the inward state of the mind; in meditatii^ on 
the works of this spirit, and on the desolations it makes 
amongst the professors of Christianity, I may thaiddulij 
acknowledge, that I often feel pure love beget longingB 
in my heart, for the exaltation of the peaceable kingdom 
of Christ, and an engagement to labour according to tbe 
gift bestowed on me, for promoting an humble, plsdB| 
temperate way of living: a life where no unnecessaiy 
cares or expenses may encumber our minds, or lessen 
our ability to do good ; where no desires after riches, or 
greatness may lead into hard dealing ; where no con- 
nexions with worldly-minded men, may abate our loye 
to God, or weaken a true zeal for ri^teousness : a life 
wherein we may diligently labour for resignedness to do 
and suffer whatever our heavenly Father may allot foi 
us, in reconciling the world to himself. 

When the prophet Isaiah had uttered his vision, said 
declared that a time was coming wherein << swords should 
be beaten into ploughshares, and spears into pruning- 
hooks, and that nation should not lift up sword against 
. nation, neither shall they learn war any more ;" he ixor 
mediately directs the minds of people to the Divine 
teacher in this remarkable language : << O house of Jacob, 
come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord." 

To wait for the direction of this light, in all temporal 
as well as spiritual concerns, appears necessary ; for if 
in any case we enter lightly into temporal affairs, without 
feeling this Spirit of Truth to open our way therein, and 
through the love of this world proceed on, and seek for 
gain by that business or traffic, which <<is notof di* 
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S^iA^j'bat of' the world," we fail in oar teatimony U 
the purity and peace of his government, and get into 
4iiat wliidi is for chastisement. 

Has matter hath lain heavy on my mind, it being 
e^mt, that a life less humble, less simple and plain, 
than that iidiich Ohrist leads his sheep into, necessarily 
requires a support, for which pure wisdom does not pro- 
vide; hence there is no probability of our being «a 
peculiar people, so zealous of good works, as to have no 
ftfllowship with woiks of darkness," while we have wants 
lo^sopply which have their foundation in custom, and do 
not come within the meaning of those expressions, << your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all ^ese 
things.*' 

Those things which he beholds to be necessary for his 
people, he fails not to give them in his own way and 
time; but as his ways are above our ways, and his 
thoughts above our tiioughts, so imaginary wants are 
different "from those things which he knoweth that we 
have need of." 

As my meditations have been on these things, com* 
passion hath filled my heart toward my fellow-creatures, 
involved in customs, which have grown up in «the 
wisdom of this world, which is foolishness with Grod." 
O that the youth may be so thoroughly experienced in an 
humble walking before the Lord, that they may be his 
children, and know him to be their refuge, their safe un- 
filing refuge, through the various dangers attending this 
uncertain state of being. 

If those whose minds are redeemed from the love of 
wealdi, and who are contented with a plain, simple way 
of living, find that to conduct the affairs of a family, 
without giving countenance to unrighteous proceedings, 
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or having fellowship with works of darkness, the most 
diligent care is necessary ; 

If customs, distinguishable from universal ri^teoufl- 
ness, and opposite to the true self-denying life, are now 
prevalent, and so mixed with trade, and with almost 
every employ, that it is only through humble waking on 
(he inward guidance of Truth, that we may reasonably 
hope to walk safely, and support an uniform testimony to 
(he peaceable government of Christ ; if this be the case, 
how lamentably do they expose themselves to temptations, 
who give way to the love of riches, conform to expen- 
sive living, and reach forth for gain, to support customs 
which our holy Shepherd leads not into. 



CONSIDERATIONS 
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^^And the Temnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many 
people) as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that 
tanieth not for man, nor waiteUi fox the sons of men.' ' Micahy, 7. 



INTRODUCTION. 

As mankind, though descended from one parent, are 
divided into many families, and as trading to sea is 
greatly increased within a few ages past; amidst this 
extended commerce, how necessary it is that the pro- 
fessed followers of Christ keep sacred his holy Name, 
and be employed about trade and traiSc no farther tiiian 
justice and equity e\ndently accompany them ; that we 
may give no just cause of offence to any, however distant, 
or unable to plead their own cause ; and may continually 
keep in view, the spreading of the true and saving know* 
ledge of God and of his Son Jesifs Christ, amongst our 
fellow-creatures, which through his infinite love, some 
feel to be more precious than any other treasure. 
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CONSTOEBATIONS ON TRUE HARMONY. 

t 

CHAPTER I. 
On aerviog tbe Lord in our outward employments. 

Under ^the humbling dispensations of the Father of 
mercies, I have felt an inward labour for the good of mj 
fellow-creatures, and a concern that, the hoi^y .Spijeii;, 
which alone can restore mankind to a state of true hm, 
mony, may with singleness of heart be waited for and 
followed. 

I trust there are many under that visitation, which, if 
faithfully attended to, will make them quick of und€^ 
standing in the fear of the Lord, and qualify them witk 
firmness to be true patterns of tl^e Christian life, who, in 
living and walking, may hold forth an invitatioa to otheis, 
to come out of the entanglements of the spirit of this 
world. 

That which I feel first to express is, a care for those 
who are in circumstances which appear difficult, with 
respect to supporting their families in a way answenUe 
to pure wisdom, that they may not be discouraged, but 
remember that in humbly obeying the leading of Christ, 
he owneth us as his firiends ; << Ye are my friends if ye 
do whatsoever I command you ;" and to be a friend to 
Christ, is to be united to him who has all power in heaven 
and in earth ; and though a woman may forget her suck- 
ing child, yet will he not forget his faithful ones. 

The condition of many who dwell in cities has ofien 
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affected me with a brotherly sympathy, attended with a 
desire that resignation may be laboured for; and where 
the holy Leader directeth to a coantry life or some change 
of employ, he may be faithfully followed ; for under the 
refining hand of the Lord, I have seen that the inhabitants 
of some cities are greatly increased through some branches 
of business which his holy Spirit doth not lead into, and 
that being entangled in these things, tends to bring a 
cloud over the minds of people convinced of the leadings 
of this holy Leader, and obstructs the coming of the king- 
dom of Christ on earth as it is in heayen. 

If we indulge a desire to imitate our neighbours in 
those things which harmonize not with the true Christian 
waBdng, these entanglements may hold fast to us, and 
some who in an awakening time, feel tender scruples 
with respect to their manner of life, may look on the 
exam|de of others more noted in the church, who yet 
may not be refined firom every degree of dross ; and by 
looking on these- examples, and desiring to support their 
&milies in a way pleasant to the natural mind, there may 
be danger of the worldly wisdom gaining strength in 
ihem, and of their departing from that pure feeling of 
Truth, which if &ithfully attended to, would teach con- 
tentment in the Divine will, even in a very low estate. 

One formerly speaking on the profitableness of true 
humility, saith, << He that troubles not himself with anxious 
thoughts for more than is necessary, lives little Jess than 
the life of angels; whilst by a mind content with little, he 
imitates their want of notldng.*' Cave*s Primitive Chris- 
tianity, page 31. 

« It is not enough,'* says Tertullian, " that a Christian 
be chaste and modest, but he must appear to be so : a virtue 
of which he should have so great a store, that it should 
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flow horn hk mind upon bis hsbit^ and Inreak fromfte 
MtirementB of his conscience, into the suprerficies of Ids 
life." Same book, page 43. 

<< The garments we wear^'^says Clemens, << ought to be 
aean and fnigri — that is true simplicity of habit, whkli 
takes away what is vain and superfluous; that the best 
and most solid garment,, which is the fardiest from cuii- 
osity." P^e 49. 

Though the change from day to night, is by a mdim 
so gradual ^ scarcely to be perceived, yet when nigbt is 
come we behold it very difierent from the day; and Urn 
as people become wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
tfieir own sight, customs rise up from the spirit of this 
world, and spread by litde and little, until a departure 
from the simplicity that there is in Christ, becomes as 
distinguishable as light from darkness, to such ^ho are 
crucified to the world. 

Our holy Shepherd, to encourage hi^rfrock in firmnete 
and perseverance, reminds them of his love for them; 
«< As the Father hath loved* me, so have I loved yon; 
continue ye in my love ;" and in another place he gra- 
ciously points out the danger of departing herefrom, by 
going into unsuitable employments. This he represents 
in the similitude of offence from thttt u^flil active mem- 
ber, the hand ; and to frx the instruction the deeper, he 
names the right baiid ; <« If thy right hand offend thee cut 
it off and cast it from thee :'* — If thoU- feeie^ offence in 
thy employment, humbly follow him who leadi^ into all 
Truth, and is a strong and frdthftil friend to those who 
are resigned to him. 

Agffln, he points out* those things which appearing 
{deasant to the natural mind, are not best fdr us, in the 
ataniHtude of oftnce from the eye ; « If thy right eye 
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oSkni &ee pluck it out|, and oast it from thee." To 
pluck out the eye, or cut off tfae faand> is attended vridi 
flharppain; and how precious is IheiBfitruetion which our 
Bedeemer thus opens to us, that we may not &ixA under 
/the most painful trials, but pat our trust in him, even m 
him^o sent an angel to feed Elijah in tb« wfldemefc ; 
who fed a multkude with a few barley loaves, and is now 
as attentive to the wants of his people as ever. 

The prophet Isaiah represents the unrighteous doings 
of the Israelites toward the poor, as the fruits of an 
.efieminate life ; « As for my people, children are their 
oppressors, and women rule over them; what mean ye 
thstt ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of 
the poor, saith the Lord God." Then he mentions the 
haughtiness of the daughteis of Si(m, and enumerates 
many onptaments as instances of their vanity, to uphold 
which, the poor were so hardly dealt with, diat he sets 
forth their poverty, their leanness and inability to help 
diemselves^ in the similitude of a miA maimed by violence 
or << beaten to pieces," and forced to endure the painful 
operation of having his face gradually W(Mrn away in the 
manner of grinding. 

I may here add, that at times, when I have felt true 
love open my heart towards my fellowi^peatures, and 
been engaged in weighty conversation in the cause of 
righteousness, the instructions I have received under 
these exercises,, in regard to the true use of the Ontward 
ffSts of God, have made deep and hsking impiessiens tm 
my mind. 

I have bdield how the desire to provide wealth, and 
tO'<nphold a delicate life hath grievously entangled many, 
and been like snares to thek offi^ring ; and though some 
liave been affected with a sense of their difficulties^ ag^ 



deriroQS at tines to be helped out of diem; j«t 
fbr vf^at of abiding under the humbling power <rf Tn^, 
they have contimied in these entanglements; for in 
remaining conformable to this world, and giring way to 
a delicate life, this ezpenare way of living, in parents 
and in children, hath called for a large supply, and ia 
answering this cdl « the &ces of the poor*' have been 
ground away and made thin through hard dealing. 

There is bidm, there is a physician ; and O what long* 
ings do I feel that we may embrace the means appointed 
for our healing; know that removed which now ministen 
cause for the cries of many people to ascend to heaves 
against their oppressors, and that we may see the tnie 
harmony restored. 

Behold << how good and how pleasant it is, for breduen 
to dwell together in unity.'' The nature of this unity is 
thus opened by the apostle ; << If we walk in the lij^t, as He 
tCfod] is in the light, we shall have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleaoi^ 
us from all sm." 

The land may be peQuted with innocent blood, which 
like the blood of Abel may cry to the Almighty ; but those 
who << walk m the light as Christ is in the %fat," they 
know the « Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin ^ 
the world." 

Walking is a phfase frequently used in Sci^tore to 
lepresent o^r jcnuney through life, and appeaos to com* 
prebend the various affairs and transactions propeiiy 
relating to our being in this world- 
Christ being the light dwells always in the light ; and 
if our walking be thus, and in every affair and concoa 
we faithiiilly follow this divine Leader, he preserves fio0 
giving just cause for any to quarrel with us ; and where 
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^m £MUMd0kioii is laid and mutiialfy keptilo, by fciilif 
Qomff^amA with each, (tfhei^ the way is (qpeii for thoee 
Qomfefts an. society, which our heavenly Father intends 
an a>l>art of our happtneaa in this nf^d ; and we may. 
«sp«^ the goodn^»Hl i>li»»nt»8. of dwel]>4 
toeether.in ttoilyw Bat where ways of liTiaff take plaes: 
yLk tead to o>p»«ion. and in the ponidt of .^Ltfa^i 
people do.that to others which they know would not be 
acceptable to themselves^ either in exercising an abso- 
kle power over tben^ or otherwise laying on them 
iMqaitable burdens; here a fear lest that measure should 
be meted to them, which they have measured to oAtatSf 
incites a care to support that by craft and cunningp 
devices, which stands not on the firm foundation of rig^^* 
eottSktess: thus the harmony of society is broken, and 
from hence commotions and Wars do frequently arise ia 
(lie wodd* 

^^Come out of Babylon my people, that ye be not par** 
tdoars of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.'? 
This babel, ot Babylon, was built in the spirit of self* 
exaltation: << Let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach to heaven, and let us make us a name.'^ 
In depactii^ from an humble trust in God, and in follow*^ 
iag a selfish spirit, people have > intenlions to get ik» 
upper-hand of their fellow-creatures, privately meditate 
on mcfms.to obtain their ends, and have a language in 
tfafiirihearts which is hard ta understand* In Btbtl the 
ktiguage is confounded. 

This city is represented as a place of buffineas, and 
those employed in it as merchants of the earth : << The 
mefchfloita.d'the earth Sire wsCxed rich through the abun* 
dance of her ddbcacies.^' 

it is reBBiarkable in this call, that the language from 
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tkut FaAer of mercieB 1% ^<Miy people," <<Coine ootofi 
Bdbyloiimypcojde!" Thus tender his mercies are towaxd 
us in an imperfect state ; and as we feidifiilly attend to 
the call, the path of righteousness is more and moie 
opened; cravings which have not their foundation in 
pwe wisdom, more and more cease ; and in an inward 
parity of heart, we escperience a restoration of that whick 
was lost at Babel, represented by the inspired prophet, 
in the « returning of a pure language." 
I Happy for those who humbly attend to the call, « Come 
out of Babylon my people." For though in going forth 
yfe may meet with trials, which for a time may be paiih 
fill, yet as we bow in true humility and continue in it, an 
evidence is felt that God only is wise ; and that in weaii^ 
ing us from all that is selfish, he prepares "the way to a 
quiet habitation where all our desires are bounded by 
his wisdom. An exercise of spirit attends me, tibat we 
who are convinced of the pure leadings of Truth, may 
bow in the deepest reverence, and so watchfully r^d 
this leader, that many 1^0 ajce grievously entangled in a 
wilderness of vain customs, may look upon us and be 
instructed. And O that such who have plenty of this 
world's goods, may be faithful in that with which <hey 
are entrusted, and example others in the true Christian 
walking. 

Our blessed Saviour i^eaking on worldly greataess, 
compares himself to one waiting and attending on a 
company at dinner : << Whether is greater, he that sittetli 
at meat or he that serveth?* Is not he that sitteth at 
meat ? but I am amongst you as he that serveth." 

Thus in a world greatly disordered, where men aspi^ 
ing to outward greatness are wont to oppress others to 
support their diesigns, he who was of the highest descent, 



being ttie Son of Ood, and greater dian any amongst Hat 
greatest iamOies of men, by his example and doctrines 
foreclosed his foUowers from claiming any show of out* 
ward greatness, and from any supposed superiority in 
tliemselves, or derived from their ancestors. 

He who was greater than earthly princes, was not only 
meek and low of heart, but his outward appearance was 
plain and lowly, and free from every stain of the spirit 
of this world. 

Such was the example of our blessed Redeemer, of 
whom die beloved disciple said, « He that saithhe abideth 
in him, ought himself also so to walk even as he walked." 

John Bradford, who suffered martyrdom under Queen 
Maiy, wrote a letter to his friends out of prison a short 
time before he was burnt, in which are these expressions ;" 
«( Consider your dignity as children of Grod and temples 
of the Holy Ghost, and members of Christ; be ashamed 
fiierefore to think, speak, or do any thing unseemly,' for 
God^s chQdren and Ae members of Christ." Fox's 
Acts and Monuments, page 117T. 



CHAPTER II. 

On the example of Christ. 

My mind has been brought into a brotherly feeling 
with the poor, as to the things of this life, who are under 
trials in regard to getting a living in a way answerable to 
ttie purity of Truth ; and a labour of heart hath attended 
me, that their way may not be made diificult through the 
love of money in those who are tried with plentiful 
estates, but that they with tenderness of heart may sym- 
pathize with them. 
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It 18 the mgriiig ot our bfetted Redeemer, << Ye eanot 
•erre God and mammoiL^^ There is a deep feeling ef 
the way of purily, a way in wUoh the wiedom of tte 
world hath no pcurt, but is qpened by the £^iirit of Trotti, 
and is " called the way of hdiness ;" a way in ivUdi 
the traveller is employed in watdikig unto prayer ; and 
the outward gain we get in this journey, is consideKd 
as a trust committed to us by Him, who fotmed sad 
supports the world, and is the nghtfiil directCMr (tf the use 
and application of the products of it. 

Eaccept the mind be presenred chaste, there isno safetj 
for us ; but in an estrangemmit from true reogaatioB, 
the Bgmt of the world casts up a way, in ynhick gun is 
many times principally attended to, and in which &ae 
is a selfish application of outward treasures. 

How agteeable to the true harmony of society, is that 
«Kbortstibn of the apestle, ^« Look not every man on his 
own things, but eyeiy man also on the things of othem. 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesos." 

A person in outward prosperity -may have the power 
of obtaining riches, but the same mind being in bim 
which was in Christ Jesus,, he may feel a tenderness of 
heart to^vards those of low degree ; and instead of setting 
himself above them, may look upon it as an unmerited 
&voar that his way through life is more easy than the 
way of many others ; may improve every opportunity of 
leading forth out of those customs which have entangled 
the&mity ; employ his time in looking into the wants of 
the poor members, and hciA foith such a perfect exam- 
ple of humiliation^ that the pure witness may be reached 
in* many minds, and the way opened for a harmonicas 
walking together. 

Jesus Christ in promoting the happiness o£oth^iWtf 



ant deietlit m looking ^ the helpleis, wlk> ky m oV 
acHify^ npr did lie save any iiang «» Milder himself hon- 
cHuable umtmg meO) i«hiGh might bsve been of more use 
te die.wcak members in his FaiMier's family; of whose 
cmtfmmou Um^xdB «i. I may nrrcpeak « Kttle. He 
-who ifa» perfecdy hippy m himself moved until infiaite 
leme^ « took not upon him the nature of angels,'' but 
onr im^ifect natmres^ ai^ therein wrestled with the 
jbBB^tolions wUeh attend t» in this hfc ; and rithongh he 
was the Son of Him who i» greater than earthly jHrinces^ 
jet ha heeame a companion to poor, sineeve-hearted men ; 
and^hongh he gave the dearest evidestee that Divine 
power attended him, yet the most nnfanroiirable constrtic- 
IS of Us acts waese framed by a seltrighteons people ; 
nnvacles represented as the effect of a diaboKcal 
poiprer, and eadesRromrs used to vender him hatefiil, as 
kavmg his mission from the prince of darkness ; nor did 
Aae emry cease natil Ihej toafe him Mke a criminal and 
hsMght him to trial. Though some may afect to carry 
the appearance of being unmoved at Ae apprehension 
of distress, onr dear Redeemer, who was perfectly sin*> 
cere^ having the same human nature which we have, and 
iseling^ a little belbre he was apprehended, the weight 
of that work upon him, for which he came into the 
world, was " sorrowful even unto death,'' Here the hu- 
man Bflttute straggled to be exeused from a cup so 
hatter; bat his prayevs centered in resignation, « Not my 
vbUI but thine be done.'' In this conflict, so great was 
hm agony that «< sweat like^ drops of blood fell from* him 
tat the gvound.'^ 

Behold noiw, as fotetold by the prophet, he is in a 
jvuficial manner << numbered with the transgressors." — 

Behold him as some poor man of no reputation, standing 

2A 
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befoce ika hi^ priest and eldevs, aad beiore Herod alid 
Pilate, where witoeasea appear against him, and fae^ 
loindfiil of the most gracious design of his coming, de» 
clineth to plead in bis own defence, << but as a sheep that 
is dumb before his shearer," so under many aceusatieiis, 
revilings and bufietmgs, he remained silent* Andthou;^ 
he signified to Peter that he had access to power suffi- 
cient to overthrow all their outward forces ; yet retaining 
a resignation to sufler for the sins of mankind, he exerted 
not that power, but permitted them to go on in their 
malicious designs, and pronounce him to be worthy of 
death, even him who was perfect in goodness. Thus, 
<< in his humiliation his judgment was taken away," aad 
like some vile criminal, << he was led as a lamb to the 
slaughter." Under these heavy trials, though poor un' 
stable Pilate was convinced of his innocence, yet the 
people generally looked upon him as a deceiver and a Mas* 
phemer, and the approaching punishment as a just judg* 
ment upon him : << They esteemed him smitten of God aad 
afflicted." So great had been the surprise ci his disci- 
ples, at his being taken by armed men, that they <<foi* 
sook him and fled :" thus they hid their faces from him, 
he was despised, and by their conduct it appeared as 
though f< they esteemed him not." 

But contrary to that opinion, of his being smitten of 
Grod and afflicted, it was for our sakes that <<he was put 
to grief; he was wounded for our transgressions ; he was 
bruised for our iniquities ;" and under the weight of them, 
manifesting the deepest compassion for the instruments 
of his misery, he laboured as their advocate, and in the 
deeps of affliction, with an unconquerable patience, coed 
out, << Father forgive thdm, for they know not what tbejf 
do!" 
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Now tins mi&d being in us, which was in Christ Jesifts, 
it remores from our hearts the desire of superiority, 
worldly honour or greatness; a deep attention is felt to 
the Divine Counsellor, and an ardent engagement to pro- 
mote as far as we may be enabled, the happiness cf 
mankind universally. This state, where every motion 
from a selfish iq)irit yieldeth to pure love, I may widi 
gratitude to the Father of mercies acknowledge, is often 
opened brfore me as a pearl to dig after; attended with 
a living concern, that amongst the many nations and 
'l&miilies on the earth, those who believe in the Messiah, 
Ihat <<he was manifested to destroy the worics of the 
devil," and thus to <<take away the sins of the world," 
may experience the will of our heavenly Father, "to be 
done on earth as it is in heaven." Strong are the desires 
I often feel, that this holy profession may remain unpol* 
luted, and that the believers in Christ may so abide in 
4he pure inward feeling of his Spirit, that the wisdom 
frt>m above may shine forth in their living, as a light by 
which others may be instrumentally helped on their way, 
in the true harmonious walkmg. 



CHAPTER III. 

On Merchandising. 

^ Wbere the treasures of pure love are opened, and we 

obediently follow Him who is the l%ht of life, the mind 

becomes chaste ; and a care is felt, that the unction from 

the holy One may be our leader in every undertaking. 

In being cruc^ed to the world, broken off from that 
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WnndtAip vrUch ii unity mth God, aad dead to tlie 
cvtons and fasbiOTfi whicb bav« aat tlidr foaadatioii in 
Ihe Truth; tbe way is prepared to lowliness in outwsid 
Jiving, and to a disentanglement from those snsffes vhkji 
attttftd the lore of money; and where the failhful friends 
of Christ are so cataated that ^erchandisiag appeaolo 
be their duty, they feel arestraint from going tartber dua 
he owns their proceeding; being oanyiaeed that <<we 
ave not our own, but are bought with a price, that aone 
«f us may live to ourselves, but to Him who died for 
UB." Thus they are taught not only to keep to a modr 
karate advance and upci^tness in their dealinga, but to 
consider the tendency of their proceedii^ ; to do notimg 
which they know would operate against the caase trf 
universal righteousness, and to keep contiaually in Wsv 
ihe ^Nreadingof the peaoeahle kingdom of Qiristamoi^ 
BMiokind. 

The ptopbet Isaiah spoke of the gathered cburch, ia 
Ihe similitude of a city, where m«ny b^g emploffid 
were all preserved in purity; <<They shall call tbemdtf 
holy people, the redeemed of the Lord, and tbou fiat 
be caJkd, sought out, a city not forsaken." The apcwfle 
after mentioning the mystery of Christ's sufferings, ex- 
horts " Be ye holy in all manner of conversation." There 
is a conversation necessary in trade ; and there is a coih 
versation so foreign from the nature of Christ's kingdom) 
that it is represented in the similitude of one man f^ 
ing another with a warlike weapon; « There is that 
4f^eek»th like the piercing o£ a swond." In all «iif ^^ 
(Cveois it is necessary that the leading of tiie Spint of 
Christ be hunhly waited for and faithfully fiillo^^ ^ 
the imly means of being pveserved chaste as an hofy 
ipe^pte^ who << innU tfaisiiga are eircusMpect;" thatnotfaiDSf 



^99e do may carry the appearance of approbation of the 
"WOflrs of wickedness, make the unrighteous more at ease 
in unrighteousness, or occasion die injuries committed 
against the oppressed to be more li^tly looked over. 

Where morality is kept to and supported by the in^ 
hdMtants of a country, there is a certain reproach attends 
-those individuals amongst diem, who manifestly deviate 
therefrom. Thus if a person of good rep<Ht is charged 
with stealing goods out of an open shop in the day time, 
^aad on a public trial is found guihy, and the law in thsft 
ease is put in execution, he dierein sustttns a loss of 
lepvrtation ; but if he be convicted a second and third 
Same of the like offence, his good name would cease 
amongst such who knew these things. If his neighbour, 
reputed to be an honest man, is diarged with buying 
goods of diis thief, at a time vAten the purchaser knew 
they were stolen, and on a public trial is found guilty, 
-Aam purchaser would meet with disesteem; but if he 
pernsted in buying^ stolen goods, knowing them to be 
inch, and was publicly convicted thereof a second and 
third time, he would no longer be considered as an 
honest man by those who knew these things ; nor would 
it aiq>ear of good report to be found in his company, or 
baying his tiaffio, until some evident tokens of sincere 
repentance appeared in him. But where iniquity is com- 
mitted openly, and the authors of it are not brought to 
•justice or put^o shame, their hands grow strong. Thus 
the general corruption of the Jews shortly before thcfk 
state was broken up by the Chaldeans, is described by 
their boldness in impiety ; for as their leaders were con- 
nected together in wickedness, they strengthened one 
another and grew confident. <<Were they ashamed 
when they had committed abominations? nay, they we^e 
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Ml il aU Mhemedi aeitker could they Ufuh ^' mi whatk 
aecount the Lord thwi ei^KMstiilates with diem, << Whait 
kalb ny beloved to do ia ny house, aeeing she hadi 
wrought lewdneaB With wtmy ? and die holy Aeakis paaatd 
SfOUk thee : when thou doest evil, then Ukmi lejoiceflf 

The £ut)^ friends of Christy who hunger and tUnt 
lAer righteouaneaSy and inwardly breathe that his iaof^ 
dom may come on earth as it is in heaTea, are tau^it by 
Um to be quick of understanding in his fear, and to be 
very attentive to the means he may appoint for promoting 
]HiKe righteousness in the earth; and as shame is dvie ta 
dioae whoae wod(s manifesdy operate against the gtadova 
design of his sufferings for us, a care lives on their minds 
tbt^ no wrong customs, however supported, may bias 
their judgments, but that they may humbly abide onder 
the cross, and be preserved in a conduct which may not 
contribute to strengthen the hands of the wicked in their 
wickedness, or to remove shame from thoae to whom it 
is justly due. The coming of tha4 day is precious in 
which we experience the truth of this expression, <<Tlie 
J^rd our righteousness," and feel him to be << made unto 
W wisdom and sanctifieation." 

The example of a righteous man is often looked at 
with attention. Where righteous men join in busineBS 
dteir company gives encouragement to olhe»; and as 
one g^^ of incense deliberately oJBered to die prince of 
this worid) renders an ofiering to God in that state unao- 
C^ptab]e» and from those esteemed leaden of the people 
laay be injurious to the weak; it requires deep faiuBifity 
of heart to follow him fakhfully, who alone gives sound 
wisdom and the spirit of true discerning. O bow necea* 
aary it is to consider the weight of a holy profession ! 
. The conduct of aome formerly, ganne occasion of com* 
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lUnt i^inst thesi, '^Hmu hast defiled tkj sanetitaMt 
]gy the fittidtitude of thine iniqwties, by the ioiqiiitf «f 
thy traffic." And in several places it is chaiged agttosl 
Ismd that tLty had poUuted the holy Naine. 

The prophet Isaiah n^ifeseutt inwaid aaactification itt 
the sioiilitiKle of being purged from diat whiek is fiiel 
for fire; and particularly describes the outward firukti 
bivM^^ forth by tboee who dwell in tins inward holiness^ 
"they walk rig^ouiily, and speak uprig^y*" By wait 
ing he represents the journey through life, as a righteoiit 
joucney ; and << by speaking uprightly," seems to poinl at 
iJaat which Moses appears to hare had in view, when he 
thus expressed himseif, <^ Thou shah not Urilow a nudti* 
tode to do evil, nor speak iaa case to deditie after many 
lo wrest judgment." 

He goes on to show their firmness in equity ; rqm- 
senting them as perscms superior to all the arts of getting 
money, wfaidi have not righteousness for their founds* 
tion; ^^Tbt^y dei^ii^ the gain of q;>pressions:" and ha 
fortbw shows how cardid they are that no prospects of 
gain may induce them to bc^eome partial in ju(%ment 
respecting an injury; <<They shake thdr hands firom 
holding bribes." 

A^n, where any interest is so connected with shed* 
/ }fng blood, that the cry of innocent blood goes ako with 
it; he points out their care to keep imioceiit blood finon 
evying agmnst them, in the similitude of a man stoppiog 
hifi ear» to prevent a sound fiom entering his heady 
i< They stc^ tiheic ears from hearing of blood ;" and 
where they know that wickedness is committed, he pointa 
out with care, ^t they do not by an unguarded friends 
ship with the authors of it, appear like unconcenwdl 
lookers on, but as pe^^le ao deeply a£bcted with sorrow. 
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that they cannot endure to stand by and behold it; dn 
he represents in the sinnlitude of a man << shutting Ui 
eyes from seeing evU." 

«Who amongst us shall dwell with the devouring 
lire ? Who amongst us shall dwell with everlasting bom* 
ings? He that walkeCh righteously and speaketh up* 
rightly. He that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that 
dnk€^ his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppelk 
his ears from hearmg of blood, and shutteth his eyes 
from seeing evil." 

He proceeds in the spirit of prophecy to show bow the 
Mthful being supported under temptations, would be 
preserved from the defilement which there is in the love 
of money ; that as they who, in a reverent waiting on 
God, feel their strengdi renewed, are said to << naoudt 
mpward;" so here their preservation from the snare of 
unrighteous gain, is represented in the likeness of a man, 
borne up above all crafty, artful means of getting tbe 
advantage of another, « They shall dwell on high ;" aud 
he points out the stability and firmness of their condi- 
tion, <<His.plaee of defence shall be the munitions of 
rocks ;" and that under all the outward appearances of 
loss, in denying himself of gainful profits (or righteoufr' 
Bess sdce, dirough the care of Him who provides for tbe 
sparrows, he should have a supply answerable to inb^ 
wisdom, << Bread shall be given him, his waters shall be 
sure." And as our Saviour mentions the d^t of God 
to be attainable by <^the pure in heart," so here tbe 
prophet pointed out, how m true sanetifieation tbe un- 
derstanding is opened, to behold the peaceable harmo- 
nious nature of his kingdi(»n, << diine eyes shall see tbe 
King in his beauty ;" and that looking beyond all tbe 
afflktions .which .attend the righteous, to <(a habitation 
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^tai^aal in the faeayeas/' ivith an 4Kye diviAd]r<ft{»en»d^ 
4kmy <<8ball beludd tkfe land that 18 "very fyt oC 

«( He shall' dwell on iiigfa, his place of ddenee abatt 
te the munitmis of roeks, bread sMl be given hem, 
ins ^vrater shall be swe. Thine eyes AsU see the King; 
in his beauty ; they shall behold the land that is very fi 
off." 

I ^)ften Mmember, and to me the subject is awfol, tiat 
^le great Judge of all the eaith doeth that ^friiieh is rights 
and that he « before whom the nations are as the J^nsfp 
«f a tmcket," is « no req)eGter of persons.^' Happy for 
them, wIk) Uke the ini^ired prophet, << in the way of his 
jodgmentB, wak for him." 

When we feel him tx> «it as a refiner with fire, and 
lenaw a resignedness wrought in us, to Ihat whidi fae 
f^points for us, his blessing in a very low estate, is 
found to be more precious than mudi outward treasure, 
in those ways of life where the leadings of hifr Spirit are 
not foflowed. 

The prophet, in a si^t of the Divine work amongst 
many peo^e, declared in the name of the Lord, « I wiU 
gather all notions and tongues, and they shall come aad 
see my ^ory." And again, << firom the rising <tf the sun 
to th£ going down of the sane, my name shall be great 
amongst the Gentiles, and in every place inoonse shaH 
be offered to my name, and a pure offering." 

Befadd here bow die pn^ets^ had bh inward sense 
of Ihe spreading of the kingdom of Chtwt ; and how he 
was spoiren of as one who idioudd « taloe 4he heathen for 
ids inheritanoe, amd the utmost parts of the earth for his 
possession ;" that << he was igiven for « light to the Gen- 
tiles ; and for ssirwAm. to the ends of the earth*" 

Wf^n we laediMe on this Divme work, as a iroik of 
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$g%$ ; a wofk thai die prophets felt long before Chik 
appeared viabljr on earth, and remember the bitter ago* 
WB he enduFed when he «poured out his soul mito 
death," that the heathen nations as well as others, mi^ 
come to the knowledge of the Truth and be sared; 
when we contemplate this manreUous work, as ftat 
which «the angels desire to look into," and behold 
people amongst whom this light hath eminently broken 
forth, and who have received many favours from the 
bountifiil hand of our heavenly Father, not only indiffe^ 
ent with respect to publishing the glad tidings among^ 
die Gentiles, as yet sitting in darkness and entangled 
with many superstitions ; but aspiring after wealth and 
Vrorldly honours, and taking means to obtain their ends, 
tending to stir up wrath and indignation, and to beget 
an abhorrence in them to the name of Christianity— 
when these thmgs are weightily attended to, how moom* 
fill is the subject? 

It is worthy of remembrance, that people in different 
ages, deeply baptized into the nature of that work for 
which Christ suffered, have joyfully offered up their 
liberty and lives for promoting it in the earth. 

Policarp, who was reputed a disciple of St. Johnj 
having attained to great age, was at length sentenced to 
die for his religion, and being brought to the fire, prayed 
nearly as follows, « Thou God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom I have received the knowledge 
of thee ! O God of the angels and powers, and of every 
living creature, and of all sorts of just men who live in 
tiiy presence; I thank thee, that thou hairt graciously 
:voueh8af6d tUs day and this hour to allot me a ]pordoJi 
among the number of martyrs, among the people of 
Chast, unto the lesucrection of everlastmg life ; among' 
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whom I AxU be received in thy fliglrt, tUi day, as m 
firuitfal and acceptable sacrifice : "vriieiefore fer all tfais, I 
praise thee, I bless thee, I glotify thee through the etcar^ 
BEustifig High Priest, Jesus Christ, thy ivell-beloved Son ; 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all gloiyy 
world without end. Amen." 

Bishop Latimer, when sentence of death by fire, wa9 
pronomiced against him, on account of his firmness ia 
the cause (^religion, said, '<I thank God most heartily, 
that he hath prolonged my life to this end ; that I may, 
in this case glorify him by this kind of death." Fox's 
Acts and Monuments, page 936. 

William Dewsbury, who had suffered much for his 
religion, in his last sickness, encouraging his friends to 
faithfulness, made mention, like good old Jacob, of the 
loving-kindness of God to him in the course of his life, 
and diat through the power of Divine lore, he for Christ's 
sake had joyfully entered prisons. 

I mention these, as a few examples, out of many, of 
the powerful operation of the Spirit of Christ, where 
people are fully devoted to it, and of the ardent longings 
in their minds for the spreading of his kingdom amongst 
mankind. Now to those, in the present age, vdio truly 
know Christ, and feel the nature of his peaceable govern^ 
ment opened in their understandings,. how loud is the 
call wherewith we are cailled to faiflifttlness ; that in fol- 
lowing this pure li^t of life, << we as workers tog^er 
with him," may labour in that great work for which he 
was offered as a sacrifice on the cross ; and that his 
peaceable doctrines may shine through us in their real 
harmony, at a time when the name of Christianity has 
become hateful to many of the heathen. ' 

When Gehazi had obtained treasures which the prophet 



w4er Dbiae dnelbft had nefintd ^ aad was itturaftd 
ftoBLtlie baanen; the prophfit, trouMed at hi« eondiD^ 
qmkd if ii wis.a ti— thua to prepare foiapecious Et- 
ipgL <(-l8iita time to rec^ve moaegr aad ganBAnta, men. 
wnraata and onid senwrtfr? Tha kproq^ thei:efbre of 
Naaman ahall cleave to thee and to thy aeed fat. ever*" 
O Ihafc me may kgr to heart the condition of the preaant 
time^ and hiunblj follow his couasely who alone is aUe 
to pre|Mure the waj for a true harmonioua walking amongat 
QUttkind. ^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

Qti Divine admonitions. 

Such are the perfections of our heaveoly Father, that 
in all the dispensations of his providence, it is our duty, 
<< in. every tUng, to give tbauks." ~ Though from the first 
aettkmenit of this part of America, he hath not extended 
his judgments to the degree of famine, yet worms at 
tiaws have come foith beyond numbering, and laid waste 
fields of gnan and grass, where they have appeared: 
aMther kind, in great multitudes^ woikmg out. of sight, 
in grass ground, have so eaten the roots that the surftfie, 
being loosened fisom the soil beneath, might be taken off 
in great sheets* 

These devomang creatures, appearing seldom, and 
•omittg in such nmltitudes, their generation appears d]£- 
fnent fitom. most otb^ reptiles, asd by the prophet theiy 
wwe called << God's army sent amongst the people." 

There Jiave been tempests of hail, which have veiy 
mndi destroyed the g^ain where they extended. Throng 
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loBgidvougfat in. summer, grm in some phuscB Ins bc«n 
kss thaD hiif the iMual quaafeity ;* uid in the^continuuioe 
tktreof, I have behdd ifilk attention, from week to week) 
Imm diynees from the top <of die . earth, hatti extended 
deeper and deeper, while the «om and pfamta bfKve la»* 
guidied ; and wiHi reyeicnce mj mind has been tomed 
toward Him, who being perfect in goodness, in wisdom 
and power, dseth all things right After long drou^t, 
when die sky has grown dark with a collection of mat* 
ter, and clouds like lakes of water have hung orer our 
heads, from whence the thirsty land has been soaked ; 
I have at times, with awfulness beheld the vehement 
operation of lightning, made sometimes to accompany 
these blessings, as a messenger from Him who created 
all things, to remind us of our duty in a right use of 
those benefits, and to give striking admonitions, that we 
do not misapply those gifts, in which an Almighty power 
is exerted, in bestowing them upon us. 

When I have considered that many of our fellow- 
creatures sufier much in some places, for want of die 
necessaries of life, whilst those who role over them are 
too much given to luxury and divers vanities ; and be- 
hold the apparent deviatioa from pure wisdom amongst 
as, in the use of the outward gifts of God ; those maarhs 
of ftunine have appeared like humUing admonitions from 
|}im, that we might be instructed by gende chastisements, 
and might seriously conrider our ways; remembering 
that die outward supply of life is a gift from our heavenfy 
Father, and that we should not venture to use, or to 
apply his gifts, in a way contrary ta puie wisdom. 



* y^en crops fail, 1 often feel a tender care that the case of 

poor tenants may be mercifully considered. 
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OoqU «ra iimrfi—r to MJtat.lhMs mKa!SM^ 
tton^aiid uflt hif .gifte at booBMy eontaiy to i^ 
dMign of tke giver, or oond diem abroad bl a wmy af 
taAe, vMA te Spkit of Trath doth not leadinto^ Midi 
should ke wliose ejea are apon all our ivagn) esBfcend laa 
irh a ftiffrtirm tT a^ frr as to rednee w tomi^.S^reater di»- 
tseaa tlMn haA yet been felt by Acae provinces; uriHi 
¥dMit soifov of beart mig^t wt meditate on tbat sayings 
(^Haat tba« not procured this unto thyself, in tbat tbov 
bast fioaaalom tbe Lord thy God, when be led tbee by 
tba my? Thine own wkkedneas shall eonrect thee, and 
tiiy backslidings diall reprone tbee : know tberefoie and 
see, tbat it is an evil thing and bitter, tbat thou hast for- 
saken the Lord thy God, and tbat my fear is not in tbee, 
saitb the Lord (Sod of hosts." 

My mind has often been affected with sorrow, in be- 
hidding a wrong application of tbe gifts of our heavenly 
Father ; and those expressions concerning the defilement 
of tbe earth hath been opened to my understanding, 
<< The earth was corrupt before God, and the eailb was 
filled with violence." Again, «The earth also, is de- 
filed under the inhabitants thaieof, because tbqr have 
broken the everlasting covenant" 
• Tbe earth being tbe work of a Divine power, m»f nat 
as such be accounted unclean; butwbes violence is 
committed thereon, and the channel of ri^teousaess sq 
obstructed, that << in our skurts are found the blood of 
the souls of poor innocents ; not by a seoret seaedi hut 
upon all these"*— ^hen blood, shed unri^iAeoudy^ re- 
mains unatoned for, and tbe inhabitants are not effect-^ 

* See a Gaat«in and Warning to Groat Britain and baroakaiies, 
pageSl. 
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tn^pHgedfiomityWlieiitbqrdoBOt wMh tlieirliniids 
in waoeeDcjy as uss figured in the law, ia the ease of 
ame htixtg fonad sbdn ; but seek for gain arisiBg firoM 
soenest'of "smleaee and opptemouy here^ the 'fadkl is pol* 
Inted irith bkxkL Bent xzi, 6. 

MoreoTer, ^whcn the eaith is planted and tilled^ and 
the firoks broi^t koA are if>idied to siqiport unrig|i^ 
eonspnrposes; here the gracioos design of Infinite Good* 
nesS) in these hit gifts, being perverted, the eardk is 
defiled; and die conqiiaint formerfy ntteied becomes 
iqpplicaUe; <<Thon hast made me to senre with thj sins; 
Ihou hast isearied me with thine iniquities." 
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BSMARKS ON SUNDAY SUBJECTS. 
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CHAPTER I 

On loTing our neighbours fta ourselves. 

When we love the Lord with all oar hearts, aod his 
creatures in his love, we are then preserved in teader* 
neas both toward mankind and the animal creation ; but 
if another spirit gets room in our minds, and we Mow 
it in* our proceedings, we are then in the way of dis^ 
dering, the afiairs of society. 

K a man, successful in business, expends part of b» 
income in things of no real use, while the poor enqployed 
by him pass thix)^gh great difficulties in getting the » 
cessaries of life,, this requires his serious attention. 

If several principal men in business unite in siting the 
wages of those who W9rk for hire, and therein have i^ 
gard to a profit to themselves, answerable to unnecessaiy 
ei^ense in their families, while the wages of the others 
on a moderate industry will not afford a comfortable 
living for their families, and a proper educaticm for thitf 
children ; this is Uke laying a temptation in the way of 
some to strive for a place higher than they are in, vrhfiD 
they have not stock sufficient for it. 

I feel a concern in the spring of pure love, that all who 
have plenty of outward substance, may example others 
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imUm right nae of thmgs ; majrearefoBjrkxAint^tfieeoii* 
4itioa.of poor people, aod beware of enctiBg on tiieM 
with regard to their wages. 

l^Bhile hired iahaorerB, by moderafefr induatry, throagh 
the Dinie blessings may lire cooifbrtBUy, rear up fioni* 
jiaSy Jttd give^em suitable education, it a|q>ear8 reason* 
able for them to be conteoled with their wages. 

If they who have pkoty, love their fellow-creatares ia 
that love which is Dime, and in dl their proceedings 
have an equal regard to the good of manldnd universdly , 
their piaee in society is a place of care, an office requiiw 
ing'attcntiony and the more we possess, die greater is 
«ar tmal, and with an increase of treasure, an increase 
of ears becomes necessary. 

When our will is subject t^ Ae wiD of God, and in 
idition to the things of this world, we have nothing in 
view, but a comfortable living equally with the rest of 
ouriBllow*creatures, thcD ontwawt tr eas ure s are no fiir- 
^KT desiraUe than as we feel a gift in our minds equal 
to the trust, and strength to act as dutiful children in His 
sarviee, who hsAt formed all nuuddnd, and appointed a 
aubmsteaee for us in this worldL 

A desire for treasures on any other motive, appears to 
he against that conunand of oof blessed Saviour, « Lay 
not op foryoursehes treasures on earth.'' 

He forbids not laying up in the summer against the wants 
of wmter ; nor dodi he teach us to be slothful in that 
which properly relates to our being in tfiis wc^ld ; but in 
flss proiiibition he puts in y&urseheSy « Lay not up for 
yoursdves treasures on earth." 

Now in the pure light, this language is understood, 
for in the love of Christ there is no* respect of persons ; 
and whSe we abidb in his love, we live not to ourselves, 
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but te hutt. vho. died fen u&. And as we ue Urarurilid 
la ipint to Christy we ane esgaged to li^ur in psmcit* 
ing that woik in the earth for which he suflfeied. 

In this atate of aind our desires are, that every honett 
awsibes in -society may have a partion et tressnre and 
time of trusty answerable to that gift^with whaA <w 
heavenly Father bath gifted us. 

In grti^ tneasuie, there is a great trust 

A great trust requireth great care. 

But the laborious mind wants rest 
. A iMona man is content to do a share of buanisi in 
soai(^y:, answerable to the gifts with: whish he is eitdo^d) 
while the cbannebkof business are fiee from unrighteooi* 
ness, but is careful lest at' any time his bewt be ovtf* 
charged.. 

In the harmonioas spirit of society << Christ is til in 
aU.'^ 

Here it is that << old tlungs are put away^ all ^oojo^ 
are beecHne new, all things are of God," and the dew 
for outward riches is at an end. 

They of tow degree who have small gifts, enjoy tfce 
help of those who have large gifts ; those with small g^) 
have a smaU degree ef care, while those with large gi^) 
have a large degree of carfr : and thus to abide in the loi« 
of Christ, and enjoy a comfortable living in tfaii voiH 
is all tbfrt is aimed at by these members in society) to 
whom Chiast b made wisdom and ri^teouaiess. 

Bat when they who have much treasure, are not laiw* 
ful stewards of the gifts of God, great difficulties attewi' 

This matter hath deeply affeded my mind. The Lord, 
through .merotfttl chaatisements, hath given me a feduigf 
of that love, in which the harmony of society standewj 
amd a sight of the giowth of ithat seed which biingeth fo^^ 



>irafti.aDd gNEBt edsoiilies ia the worid; and a U>a«r 
ailleiids me to open it ta otbos. 

' To ant yMi aitegrity, aceordiog to that streagih. of 
aaind tend bodj yrith wUch our Cmator hath aido^rad 
.each ef es, appears necessary for all, and he \A» tins 
;ekaais in thei lowest station,, appttm .to be entitled^ 
as comfortable and cou^enient a liTing, as he whose 
'gifts of mind are greater, and whose cares aos meet 
•eKtenave. 

If some endowed with strong understanding as men, 
ebtde not m the harmonious state, in ^riiieh we « love 
our nei^d>oiirs ' as omsdves,'' but walk in tiiat spirit in 
t wiircfa die duldcen of this world are wise itt their gener»> 
^tkxi ; these by the strength of costiivance may sometimes 
gather great treasure. But the wisdom of this world is 
lb<riidmess with God; and if we gather treasures in 
worldly wisdom, we lay up << treasures for ourselves ;" 
Md great tareasure managed in any other spirit, than the 
Sfint of Troth, disorder the affidns of society ; for hereby 
the good gifts of Grod ia his outward creation are turaed 
mto the channels of worldly honour, and frequently ap* 
pfied to support luxury,, wl:^ the wages of poor labour- 
ers are such, that with modefate industry and frugality 
tliey may not live comfortably, rear up frumilies, and giite 
them suitable education, but through the straiknesS of 
llieir condition, are often drawn on to labous under wee* 
riness, to toil through harddiips themselves, and frequent- 
ly to oppress those useful anunals with which we are 
entiueted* 

' '-Froms^ to age, throughout all ages, Divine love is 
that alone^ in vriiich dominicMi has bem, is, and* will be 
rigbfly conducted. 
. hk tins ^ endowments €^ men ase so enqployed, that 



ttend md'Hm g uv ari iw aw— ited Bfccpg, giA^ 
pmnye dutoms come to «»€ttdL 

BidMt IB tfie hands of indhridnk 'm flooietf , an 
atteoded with Bome degree of pofrer; and;«o tarn 
power k pot faith separate ftoaei pna k»Te^ so &r tb 
goteiamcBt of the Prinee of peace is interrapted; amLai 
know not that our chUdfen afknr aa wiU dwdl ia tfait 
m whidi power is rig^y applied, to lay up ncto 
for them appears to be against the nature of his gof a» 



The earth, through Ae Uxmr <tf.nien^ under the bk» 
iag-of Hiaii who formed it, jidAeAk a oupply &r the i» 
kabiftwta from ganoration to generation, and they ^ 
walk in the pure light, have dieir minds prqiared.to taite 
and ralnh not oaty. those blessings which are .spinta^ 
hut also ttA a aweetoess and satisiabetioninax^'iiM 
of the good gifts of God in the visible cieaiion. 

Here we see that man's haHoiiiM^ stenda not in gi^ 
possessions, but m a heart devoted to follow Christ,iB 
that uae of things, whoe customs contrary to uiurersd 
iove have no power over us« 

In this state our hearts are prepared to trust in God| 
and our desires finr our children .and poster&y aiCy ^ 
they, wilh the rest of mankmd in ages to come, may b^ 
of that number of whom he hath smd, « I will be aftthtf 
to them, and they shall be ay sons and daughtisrs." 

When wages in&firuitful land bear so small a pi^^ 
lion to the neeessaneaof life, dmt po<Nr honest peoj^ 
who have fomilies, cannot by a moderate industry att&0 
to a eomfoitaUe Icmg, and give their ehildien sufficieot 
kamii^y but mnat eitiacff Uwnr to a degree of off*^ 
aion, or else omit that which appears to. be a dniy; 
sAie'thipifai'theease witfi the poor, teie is^ an iscltf^ 



much treasure for llieir eh^dren, tbat they ifttt ewe «ul 
ttoderate iiidiistiy mtyliTe fteefirom the hardUiiptiwUch 
Hie pooqr pawtl^^g^* 

* TioB subjeet m^ms our serious eouManAam to 
labour that our chUdren may be put in a way to >lift 
dOmferlabfy, appears in itself to be a duty, so long as 
eur labours are oonsiBlent with unireisal ligfatsoasiMMS^ 
but if in s^rmg to diun povi^ty, ise do not walk in thai 
state where « Christ is our life,'' then we wander. « Ha 
Ulat hath the Son, hath life." u This liCe is the li^t of 
men.*' if we walk not in thto ligfat, we waHc in dask- 
iiess, and « he that waBcedi in darimess, knowcA not 
whither he goeth.'' 

To keep to right means in labourii^ to i^tain a right 
end is neeesssupy : if in striving to rfkun poverty, we strive 
only in that sti^e where Christ is the light of our life, our 
kibours will stand in the true haimony of society ; but if 
people are eonident that the end aimed at is good, and 
in this confidence pursue it so eageriy, as not to wait fef 
the Spirit of Truth to lead them, then they come to loss^ 
<< Christ is ^en to be a leader and commander of the 
people." Again, « The Lord shall guide thee oonttnn^ 
ally." ' Again, « Lord, thou wih; ordain peace for us, fer 
thou also hast wrought all our works in us." «< In Urn 
Lord have we righteousness and strength." 

'In this state oar nnnds are preserved watchfol in foHoww 
ing tiie leadings of his Spirit in aB our proceedings, and s 
care is felt for a reformation in general; that oar owla 
posterity, with the rest of mankind in sueeeedhig agcM^ 
m^ libt be' entangled b;^ oppressive cttstomsytransiiittai 
to them through our handb. But'if pec^e in the narmii»> 
ness of ntitiiral love, are afmd tiutt theur sfaiUbeB inU be 



tPtMam, dtjpttt fron dia pqie«k iiili^ifof 'Bwliiviii aat 

mind even in that small matter may be. emboldmsd-tb 
aoatinnein a mjr afipiKMMding, widMiit wattilig Ar.^e 
Bifine Leader. 

TkaM peqda may grow espatim b wan t so , wia^ in tbe 
of tluawwidy retmn a £ttr x^i^atioR' MDOngBl 
1, and yetbeiRg abrangere to the voioe irf CSurist, ^ 
leaier of hia fioeicy die tzeasurts Ana gattany najr be 
Vkt anarea to the feet of their poslttity. 

In keeping fwjifiil to the pure Ooanaeikn^ and nndee 
Iqnig eiramatlaBcee enfienng aJv emii y - for T^^iteousneBS 
sake, there is a reward. 

If we being poor, are hardly dedt widt by those who 
aee- rkh, and under this difficulty are frugal and kidua* 
tnoua, and. in troe humility open our caae to them ^vAo 
oppress ua, this raay-reaeh ibe piu^ witeess in their 
n^ids ; and thouf^ we should remain under difficulties 
as to the outwaid, jret if we abide, in the lore of Christ, 
ail wiH woric for ouc goodi. 

l?IQien4We:ledwliat it oa to suffer in the trae-snifering 
sMe^ we CKperimiee the tmth of those expressions^* that 
^ma flie snfoiBgs of. Christ abound in us, so^ovnr coneo* 
hlbnidioundetlL by Christ" 

But if poor people who: are hardly dealt with) do not 
attain to the tme. saftring slate, do not labour m true 
h)ire with those who deal hardly with them^. but envy 
tlmir eiitwBad greatness, munnur in their hearts because 
fiii ttehr. own po«rertyj.and striye in the wiadom- of this 
woildi toi'gei. riches ivr themsdives andi their chikbea; 
thiaiia Use wandering in^the darit* 
I '. UrwftiwhbfaaBjaf anaJildUistilian beHraenftichea and 



yoery^t^dfeela^tSKdcriegind Ibroiir|po8toi^iiftar.v;f 
OJiowjifleeiiujr ii'it tkasb^wewak^fentiiepore couMd^ 
ofTnA! 

Miuqr' nvbobare aran tke.kaHblapsiof Ae po<Hv ii«ve 
fUtaiDetger denre tkat thtir ohfldren may beipot m m 
way to escape' Aese har(Uiq« ; bat how few hare con- 
tjnned in Hmt pure love which openeth oar uiidemtaiid* 
mgjB to proceed rightly under these difficnhiesl 

How few ha^ feitfafiilly followed Oat holy'Leadep 
niio prepares his people to labour ibr the xestofation of 
tsw harmony amongst our feUow-creaturss! 

<<In &t pure Ck)q>el sj^t we walk by fiuth and not 
by sight" 

In thO'Obedienee of faith we die to die narrowness of 
8eif4ovey and our life being hid widi Christ in God, our 
hearts aieenlaiged toward mankind umversally ; but in 
dapartiag frooi the true li^t of life, rnaay in otriTing t0( 
get treasures have stumbled upon the dark mountains. 

Thatiptnity of life wluch proceeds from faidifuhiess in 
following the Spirit of Truth, that state where our iMndn 
are devoted to serve Gtod, and allour wants are bounded 
bjrhis wisdom, tins habitation, has oAen been c^yened 
befece me as a plaoe of sctirement for the childian cf die 
Kgiht, whrae we may stand sepasated fitsm that which dia* 
ordered! and confuseth the affairs of society, and wheie we 
may have a testimony of our innocence in the hearts of 
dwae who beibold us. 

ISkoi:^ departing bom the Truth as it is in Jesus, 
tkrou^'intiOidhieittg ways oflifetattended withunneoes* 
sary eatpenassy many wanta fhave arisen, the minds :fl£ 
people have be^ employed m studying to get weeHkf 
and in idijis rpwsait aaae idepsiting feoaa e^^aity^hara 



tfadr tsampley and thereby been strengtihened to p i oc—d 
flirthiM' in the atne wajx Ham naiqr hmrm fnnnmng^dtfie 
(itde of taking nien from Afiicn and selliDg Ifatfin as daTes. 

It hat beentKnaputedtbat nearlyoneliQBdredthaiisaEnd 
negfoes have of late years been taken ahnnaBy ifomthat 
MMt, by diipa enqployed in the Ebigbah trade. 
» Ab I hanre travelled on rehgioiia viaits in* tmne parts of 
Ammca, I hare seen many of these pecqjde nader the 
oommaod of overseeny in a painfiil senritude. 

I hare beheld them as Gentiles under pec^ profess- 
ing Christianhy, not oidy kept ignorant of die holy Sciip^ 
tases, hut under great pKnrocationa to wntit-; of irhom it 
may truly be said, << They that rule over them make them 
to howl, and the holy Name is abundantly blasphemed." 
Where children are tai^ht to read the Sacred Writi^i 
*while y(Hmg, and exampled in medcness and hiumlily, it 
is often halpfol to them ; nor is'this.any nmie than e ddit 
due from us to a succeeding age. 

But where youth are pinched for want of tbe necessa- 
ries of life, forced to labour hard under the harsh rebukes 
of rigorous overseers, and many times endure unmezcifiil 
wb^)pings ; in such an education how gceat are the dis- 
advantages they lie under! And how formblydo dMse 
Ihings worir against the increase of 4ie govenunent of the 
Prince of peasce. 

Humphrey Smith, in his woiks, page 126, jEqpeaking of 
the tender feelings of the love of Ood in his heart wfa^ 
he was a child, said*, << By the violent wrathful natuie 
that rakd in odiere, was my quietness disturbed, and 
snger begotten m me toward Aem, yet that et God in 
me was not wholfy oveicome, hot his love was felt in my 
hearty and gre^ Was my grief when the earthly-minded- 



Be88 and wnAM na^ixate so provoked bk, Hal I i9m. 
ettanged from it. 

c« ABd Ibis I write as a wvnisg to pawbts and odiers, 
tliat ki the fear^4lie ^viiig Ood you may tnun up the 
youth, and may ncit be a means of briagittg diem into 
sucb aliensiion.'^ 

Many are (he canities and fauraries at the present age, 
imd in labouring to support a way of living conformable 
to the present world, the departure from that wisdom 
that is pure and peaceable, has been great. 

Under die sense of a deep revolt, and an overflowing 
stream of unrighteousness, my life has been often a life 
of mourning, and tender desires <are tiMed in me, that 
the nature of this practice may be laid to heart. 

I have read some books written by people who were 
acquainted with the manner of getting slaves in Africa. 
I have had verbal relations of this nature from several 
Memoes l»roiig)it from Africa, who have learned to talk 
English. 

I have sundry times heard Englishmen speak on this 
subject, who have been in Africa on this business ; and 
from all these accounts it appears evident that great vio- 
lence is committed) and much blood shed in Africa in 
getting slaves. 

When three or four hundred slaves ate put in the hold 
of a vessel in a hot climate, thekr breatfamg 'so<m afieoto 
the air. Were that number of free people to go passengers 
with all things proper for their voyage, there would incon-' 
venience arise, from their number ; but slaves are taken 
by vidence, and they frequently endeavour to kill the 
white peofde, that they may return to thor native land* 
Hence they are kepft undar cm^ement, by means of 
which a scent ariaeth in the hold of a ship, and distem- 
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Of this tainted air in the hold of shi^ k»(ghP^iwA 
sJMm^ I bave.had aayewt > fmf^iMtf^^0inf^^ mpmt and 
attiM. : verbal, and all agree .tbati:th^ scenl^^i^ gfi^iHm». 
Wheal these jpecqde.axe. acdd.in Amcaieft.;and.iA tib& 
islands, they aie made to labour in a mase^ Miie- I9eri41» 
andi€onsl«i)t,ll»n thai wh]0h they it^tiieiwe^ tQ.atbome, 
that Nntti grief| with di&rent diet from vrh«^ has been 
conuDon with them, and with hard labour, some thou- 
sands are computed .to die. every year, in what is called 
^ seasonbg.f 



*In pjtroaMig Um writings oC this worthy maoi the reader ca»< 
not fail to observe bow large a portion o£ bis attentioa was occq* 
pied in contemplating the wrongs and cruelties of negro slavery 
and the slave trade, and how deeply and tenderly he sympathised 
with the suffering victims of those crying evils. The firm but 
temperate tone of his writings in relatioB to taem^ and bds earnest 
aadmttTiagrcMMiinlrnMceawithJhe qppresaoas, JlrfiMai^la^H^0ilh]l 
of imitation. It is the benign, the just and the merciful spirit i^ 
the.Gpflpal.which.mfkSt esadioateslayiery from .our. country if It is 
4one by peaceful methods ; and the closer we keep to the lead- 
ings of this spirit, the more successful wiU be our efforts in this 
righteous cause. If the evils attendant on slavery, occasioned si 
ihach painfal concern and exerei^ of imnd to J^^n- Wooiiitaaa^'«t 
the time in which he lived, how much more dee|rf^twqfnUL^ i 
imSm nolar,,iw]ieQ tkejnnmber of it^iMigifm v^^mi i%^o viMtly ' 
mnWiiied. We mUst.^t ^dio^t .the idej^ ^t pr^isevs^ortb^ ^ 
were his sympathy and benevolent exertjions on behalf of 4iese 
qpgpressed peopl^^ they were suited to other times and other cir- 
cnmstances than those under which we live, and that we are 
exempted froni the obligation of those principles and feelings 
which actuated him and his Ml0w->laboorenB« ia the eanse el 
Miforiag lHiMta«fl5i. 'Witlan;theaeUnked.Saites,.aioi!e thanitwo 
nulliens'e£:o«c f^Ue¥r*betaga are groaning uflder.,t}ie wrongs and 
offh^p^fif^, ^ncK^nditional b(H3ida^>.an4 we cannot deubt 
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ipaopfe areibsMiglit ^eveiy yettrto aB antimely^end ; many 
lOfvthtaiiiMmg pencns ivlio'nenRr'tajti^ 

Where the innooent suffer under hard-hearted 'meri^ 

"^. ■ .■ ' ' ■■■ ■ ' ■' 

.tattkal^lM^aiflivadd'^ tsan ejttoited "fWnu^lkem bythe iM 
Jiaad «£ offiwinn, apa natiaad by that g i a eha ia aod in^iaitiaJ 
•Being, who oaade of one blood all the ^miliea of the eaith, and 
who declares himself to be the refuge of the poor, the refoge of 
the needy in his distress. 

• Since the enactment of laws for the abolishment of the foreign 
alaye-trade and deehtting it piracy, it faaa claimed but a email 
riiare of the public attention, and the idea seems to have'obtained 
eonaidMaUe eunMney^ that it had neaily ceased. Bat the truth 
ia, that not only the eztmit <^ the traffic is greatly inereased, but 
the horrors and cruelties attendant on its prosecution are dread- 
fully aggravated. The trade being contraband, the vesseis em- 
ployed in it are <)enstracted for &st sailing, in' order to elude the 
▼ij^lanee of the^craisem who are watching them. This mode of 
^a ns t t oo t ion rfntMnirfww tlM- i^tteo Allowed ihff poor sIaitm and 
inrrnmnn their sufferings to a frightful degree, while the laws 
which regulated the number of slaves taken on board, in piopo^ 
tioa to the tonnage of th» vessel, and made some other humane 
provisions to lessen their sufferingB, are of course all inoperative. 
Thna the wretched victims of this abominable traffic are wholly 
at the mercy of a class of men, who seem actuated only by 
cupidity and the worst pasaiens which decade the hnxnan speciea. 

The following ststementa fooodmi aaaiflly on offioM deou- 
jnents, will give some idea of the poeaait state of the Idieign 
slare-tiade. 

It aj^ars that after making ample allowance for all doubtM 
cases, not less than one hundred and fifty thousand slaves are 
ansnally imported from Africa into Cuba, Bmzil and J^tto Rico, 
b^aidea a largaaumber, (dot less than fifty thousand more) «ilo 
.asa-oanied enr^9^ yearilsi.TaaBB^.'the/XJnitad^atatea and'«th0^ 

couotxiea. 

JM^ theee elaisea^a^ qUflflgr theimilaM ef4^^ 
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-MS ^***^»»* OK JffMPilY ffiMBflMi 

.evn uBtp dwflif wd Ifae o l n i ii t lft <rf «V% «r^ so 
obstructed, that the cwiae of the sofferen is Bot 
judged in pg^itoousiiMS <^die laftd is poUutad ivith 
Uood." 

takdb in piedrtory^sftilMiB^lhe nmnbervfao fti» kJUod in pvo* 
mriag them is giMt, not kM pmhshly than thote who aare cap- 
toied. Daiing the long foiced maiobw to the sea-ooast, over 
buming BandS) destitute of food and of water, and subjected to 
great craelties, TBst'numbers perish; and while waiting for a 
market at the places of deposit on the sea^board, contagions 
dttiw^M*^ and siekness oocasioned by gtief, ooofinement and star* 
fution, ocoaai<ML great mortality. 

On the passBge acioss the Atlantic, it is wMl ascertained, that 
the deaths are fully; twenty^^five per cent, of the whole number 
ahipped> and of those who are landed at the place of destination, 
twenty per cent, die in the seasoning and from other causes. 

Thus we are warranted in the conclusion, that at a moderate 
estimate, for the two hundred thousand slayes annually taken 
from Africa, three hundred thmunuidiiro MMrifieed, and that the 
oootiaent is thus despoiled, of half a million of its inhabitants 
every year. 

We have already said that many of die slayes were prisoners 
of war : , 

These wars are not the consequence of a disposition naturally 
fuarrelsome) but are the immediate offspring of cupidity, sharp- 
ened up and roused to action by tiie arrival of a t^re ship. 
Others of these wretched beings are the innocmt victims of a 
eorrupt system of juriqprudenoe, which owes its existence to the 
same fruitful eoarce of human misery. This unjust system places 
the poor natives wholly at the mercy of the petty despots who 
rule the country. He who has enriched himself by his industry, 
or who has a numerous: family of fine children, the sale of whidi 
would produce a handsome sum, seldom escapes the notice of 
hia ahieftaia. Crimes are invented and promoted, and acensa- 
tioas multiplied, solely with the hope of |fto6uring cendemna* 
ti«i% the iHnaishmimt amiexied to whidi is, <8ale to the Slava 
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' Whemhtood hstb been abed iuiEriglitooiulj) nd Te& 
nuons unatoned for, the cry tiiereof ia vtry picroing. 
:•' Under tlie.'httmliiiig dfapensatkms cf Divine Pi^vi* 
dence^ thk ciy bath dec^y affected my heart, and I feA 



MffrcHuM? Mttiy aia tin vietinw-of a syvtom 6f atonred npine 
pui pkuKfter^-^peMafnlly panmog ihmt a^ouhoral or me<dianical 
aooupatiiMM^ Ikey are raided by niliiaii» wiM> had concealed them* 
•eWes in aaibttsh, axegagged, bound, and boiiie away to die 
alave.ship. All theee are the effeota of the atrong temptatioQa 
held oat l^ the white men who yieit their ahaiea, to procure ear* 
gaeaof aiavea; &>rthenatms, when unpiovQABed by their artificea^ 
etvince mild and padfic dispoaitiooa; bat no flooner doea a riiip 
daap anchor, -than avariee, hatred, raYonge, and all the mrievcdent 
paaaiona whieh agitate the haman breast^ seem at once nmsed 
iato action. 

Upon the authority of Mango Farke, an eye witneiS of tiie 
iwtiyand whose interestmg tmyela in Af fioa are b^ne the public, 
ire alate the following facte :-^Tfao8e who are captured or atokn 
m the Ttoinity of the aea-eoaat, aafier compamtively but htde 
liom the fatigue of travafling} bat sachaa are brought from the 
interior of the country endure the most grieroua sufferings daring 
a journey of sevesal moons, o?er rugged roeke and burning sanda. 
and through inhospitable and dangerous deserts. They are 
secured by locking the right leg of one and the left leg of another 
in the same pair of fettera, wkK^ they most support by a string 
in Older to enable them to walk withoat Teiy gvear torture. 
Every four slaves are tied together by a rope of atrsng twitted 
thenga, passed roond their necks, and at ni^ an additional pair 
of fettera is put upon their hands. The scorching heat of the 
con and sand, the wei^t of theb irons, added to the baideoa 
which they are compelled to earry, weary and oppreaa them to 
ae dreadful a degree as to induoe siekness, vomiting, and £re«> 
qnently faintkigj bol ragardiesa of their sofferiaga, they are 
goaded andspunred aieng by the oroelaiqpdioatioaof the Isseretieg 
laihy tin many aefcaa^ eoqase under their oompli c ate d auieHeaw 
. Iitan igvesfeigatiea into the oha m e te r and etfB0tool> thai elaveo 

2c2 



a ^oiimmi to open, M I OMgi: 1m eiuUed, dMit "wkieh IkA 

heayy on mj mind.. 

.' When <<tbe ink|Qi^ of the hovee of Urael and of 

Judah waa eioeedin^y fptatj when the land was defied 

Uade, whkh took place befiua a oomuaittee of the BcUiffh Ite* 
li^mfmt^ nnmeiouB witneaie» whp wero examined undec the 
aolemn obligation of an oath or affiixnationi agree in atating that 
when on board the resaels^. the fllavee. i^^'' melancholy and 
dejectedf thsU many eontinae aa dmug the whole of the rqya§^ 
and that their dejeotioa evidently auaaa fmn the aagoiah «f 
their feelii^ on being aepaated iorevw from theif ooaatiy, 
their homea) their belovisd familiea and frienda. From the 
rei^)ectable and authentia eonrce we draw the following ii 
tion: — ^Xbe men are chained together in paira?— the right kigof 
one ia fettered to the left 1^ of another, in which aitaatioa tfaaf 
are atowed into the hold of t]l^ ▼e0«el^--the women and childreo, 
howeTer,.ai« not chained, and. inmed like the .men. When die 
weather is fair, they are brought up out of their priaona for the 
benefit of a pure air, and to take their meala* For thia porpoee 
the men are distributed, on the deck in long lowa, two by two^ 
from head to stem, but to prevent their rising, and to secure them 
from jumping overboard, which they often attempt, a long chain 
is passed through tha irons of each, couple and locked down to 
the deck at both ends. 

When the vessel ia full, their. e<Aid«tion is wretched indeed, ht 
the best regulated ships, a full growiL roan haa no mote apaeo 
allowed him to lie upon than aixleea inabes, which is leas than 
he would have in a coffin — ^while the height of the apartment is 
about thirty-twO' inohea. There are few vessels, however, in 
which even this limited space ia. allowed them. In many thef 
are so closely stowed that the poor oreatnraa are oompeUed to lie 
upon their aides, while the top of the hold in which theyase 
oianamed is so very low as wholly to pre VMt tJbeir aitting apn|^ 
Beaidea all these evils^ they aie entirely naked, and lie upon tfao 
bare boards^ in which situation the conslaat motaoa of the vessel 
bmisea and excoriates diiOTerent parts of their bodies— the nibUag 
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."witfi Uopdy and the dty ftU of ptrfieiM^ tomewei^ 
foimd sighing and crying for the abominalicMia of dit 
.times." And dieae idio live under a right fiseling of 
oar condition as a nation, I trust ymJl be aennUe thalllle 

of thnr iioiw laoeiatas and iafluner their legs^ occanoning oon- 
fltant UmtoMy from whieh itej can midom prociire even the 
•maUest mtermission. 

But liorrible bejNNKMl diraeriptton^ara tbe agenies which they 
eaditfe, when it bkiws a heavy gale, and the hatchings and 
gratings are of neeeMity shut down. No language can possibly 
portiay even a kant pieture of their deplorable condition. In the 
estrennty of angoish they are often heard to cry oat in the Jan- 
of their comitry, <<We are dying! We are dying!" 
to yonrselTca several hnndreds-of homan beings drat np 
elose in the hold of a vessel in a warm dimate, the circnlation 
of air whoUy exclnded, while the heat, the excretions of their 
liodies, and the fihh of the boards they lie upon, are emitting the 
Most noisome effinvia — add to this, the dreadfio] effects of the 
jaereased motion of the vessel, the shrieks of the swooning, and 
the groans of the dying, and your imagination may present some 
idea of what these miserable beings are oompeUed to soffer in a 
Toyage to onr coontry. The steam* which comes at this time from 
their bodies, and which ascenda dinmgh the little crevices of the 
gmtings, has been compared by some of the witnesses, to that 
which issnes from the month of a fumaoe. Many of them 
fainting from the heat, stenoh and contipted air, have been 
bsanght ti^n deck in a dying state, while others have actually 
expired of suffocation^ who but a few hours before were in ap> 
parent health. Horrible as this description may appear, many 
43inmmstance8 are omitted whiclkwould greatly aggravate it. We 
oan refer to the most credible testimony for cases, where they 
have been afflicted with contagious diseases, especially the flox^ 
whe% says one of the witnesses, the floor of their prison was 
covered with bkood and mucus like that of a slaughter-house.—- 
See the .fividenoe befeie the Committee of Parliament befera 
refemd to. 



Loid «t Aifl da^dolh oall to Moowtm^y flMHigfa many aie 
IffMimii of it. So -pomerM ute bad'custosis wke]i4he)r 
Wceme g^etal, tint people growii^ bold tiurough'tiie 
tnunplecme of aaotbcr, faive dken beta unmoved at'tte 
most serious warnings. 

It is sot AupauQg tbftt these poor crcatoieS) groaning imdei 
the honors of such Qomplicated misery should seek that relief is 
dsathy which they have no reason to hope £6r fsom any other 
source; and hence it is that opportunities £or destroymg them- 
selyes are aaxiously watched for and seized with an a^idi^ 
almost beyond belief. The JDOOBt common method of effecting 
this, is by throwing themselves into the sea, although eveiy 
avenue of eics^ by such means is carefully guarded. The mea 
are not only looked to the deck as before mentioned, but stioog 
nettings are fastened around the ship which reach from the deck 
to a considerable height in the rigging, fint notwithstanding 
these precautions, and the terriUe. example oi shooting sonw who 
attempt to leap overboard^ the .instances wh^e they thus destioj 
themselves are numeffoue, and where they, are frustmted in tht 
attempt this way, they resort to other means to attain their object 
The keenest foresight on the part of their oppressors cannot 
plways preiiient thma. When ropes have been left about ths 
deck, some have seized the opportunity and ^mngled them* 
selves— when small instruments, or even pieces of .iian have 
oome within their reach, others have been discovered to have 
made mortal wounds with them. upon their bodies, and many to 
whom all these means have faiiech, resolutely refuse to take any 
sustenance, when after pining in great misery for several dayi^ 
the welcome hand of idealhhas at last terminated their sufferings. 
Numerous are the instances of females of very delicate tempera- 
ment of body and mind, whose feelings are. more tender, and 
who have a more acute'sense of their situation, but possess leif 
lesolution, where a continually increasing melancholy, has ter* 
miaated in madness, in .which pitiable .condition they have 
mmained §qi the short i»»pffftnt of their days. Such are -tbs 
melancholy scenes which are continually passing on board tbe 



' Oar blessed Sariour speddiig of Hie people ef the old 
votld, said, « They eat, they dnnk, ^ey manied and 
were given in marriage, until the day ^al Noah weaK 
into the aik, and the flood came and destroyed them 
aU," 

dave ships from the period of leaTing the coast of Afrioa, mitil 
they arriye at the place of destination, dnring which time a con* 
eadeiaUc mortality occurs. From the evidence before quoted, it 
appears that out of seven thousand nine hundred and four slaves 
who sailed with the witnesses at different times, two thousand 
and fifty-tiuree perished in the short space of six or eight weeJu^ 
&ough all of them were yoong and healthy when brought on 
board— the oldest slave seldom being more than twenty-fire years 
of age. What a murderous, what a cruel devastation of the 
human race is hereby occasioned ! What an impious rebellion 
against the will and the designs of a benifioent Providence ! 

It is impossible that men can frequently participate in such 
scenes as those we have been endeavouring to describe, without 
becoming hardened in craelty and in wickedness. There is no 
doubt that many when they first commence this diabolical em* 
ploy, find it necessary to suppress and stifle the feelings of 
humanity; but every suppression of benevolent feeling does 
violence to the tenderness of the human heart; it steels and 
Munts its virtuous sensibility, and prepares it for the commission 
of acts of greater atrocity. Such is precisely the case of slave 
traders. Bj degrees they are brought to view with indifference, 
and then to perpetrate acts of the most shocking barbarity — acts, 
the bare recital of which wot^d cause a feeling mind to shudller 
with abhorrence.— Thdy are taught by repeated craeities, to re*- 
gard the cries, the tears, and the sufferings of a feUow-creature 
whom they have purchased, no more than they would the drown* 
ing of a fiy ! To the tradi of our assertions let the following 
fiicts testify : 

^On board a foreign ship called the Zong, many of the slaves 
had died, and the mortality was spreading so rapidly that the 
captain began to four he should k)se them aB. He dierefors 



Tfaeliko.|luS'«polie'eoiiMfMiif tM peojj^ 
mbo ave aba. iHprol)tp»d by the- pv^^Attt, as ha«g^^, 
fanurilMi8/aiidoppi«6sii^ ; f^T\oBmis^H^e*An^' Sodom; 
fnityifdimm of tmad^ tandiabu&daHGe'Cif idlene^i weie 



oimB to tii6 dialjolical resolution of selecting^thoso vtao were tin 
laotl iMiy aml^teowiil^ Item into the-Mo, eaioefvingtfaat>flf:kB 
floald ptoad a n^oeHiiy for tii» dc»d; the lam of tiitf ckrres woidl 
fldl vpoa the Qfldenrtiten. * 1%» plea'wfatek he propoeed to eet 
VP) ime'watttol -water; dMmgh neidier tiie ciewiio«r the d&vei 
had been pot npon aUowance. He eeleceed aceordh^giy one 
fcondfed and thiity«two of the 'most sickly, fifty^fooi of whom 
wefe immediately thfown orerboard, and forty4wD on die waxy 
seeding day. But here the wretdi was left widioat the shadow 
ef an ezcnse, for a ediower of rain came on, which iasted for three 
days. Notwithstanding this, the remaining twentywrix were 
brought on deck to riiare the same fate. The first sixteen sab- 
mitted to be thrown into the sea, bnt the remainder wonld not 
permit any of the crew to toaoh them, but leaped in after their 
eompanions. These eiroamstances were all fully proved before 
a court of justice, held at Gfiildhall, in London, in the proeecu* 
tion of a suit bronght to recorer their value from the insurere— 
die result of which howev^, was^ that- the -Ibsa was adjudged to 
fall upon the owners. 

. ^The case of the Bodeur, captain B> ■ ^ a French Teasel of 
two hundred tens burden, is remairkable. She- left Havre for the 
eoast of Africa, where she arrived and anchored before Boony, 
in the river Calabar, and took in « cargo of slaves, contrary to the 
IMoA law for the abotition of the trade. She soon after sailed 
with them for Guadeloupe. In about a fortnight, wh^i the Teasel 
had nearly reached the Equator, a dreadful ophtharhniA, sore 
eyes^. broke out among tibe negroes, and spread with aluming 
mpidity.- By tiie advice of the surgeon to the ship, the negroei^ 
who till then had been confined to the hold, were sneoeesively 
hfeaght . upon 4eoh, in oilier thai they might brea&ea purer air; 
hat it soon beoame aeoessary to .abandon lluesdiltaiy teeasuro^ 
iNvoHui^ of thomr Jeapod mM thft«s«li, egihwoing eaeb;ether, mt 



faaart iin toy wd ia, hff dau^tam; .«iei^.^ dut 
$taei^llM»tbe]Modso£.the;poor!Md>M^y^?i' . 

aiti^'by «hD6tifig some* add hingiftg) otfiecB «te> #tl«n|^tod it. 
Tte danger of <^tiM disaase^ and-pioli^bly the caaae ^f tbe ocml»* 
giatir^efie ineieaied^ by a noieiitdyBeBlaty) whirik now hnkm 
Otttamaog theok TWdiiordw inc raai e i daAy, as well aa tlia 
BBmber ei tlw§e who bacame bliad ; and it ipraad with msk 
aianning rapidity among the crew^ that in a little time there w«a 
Ofdy-eDeman left who eould etew' the •ahipi At this period a 
tetfge flhipappniached the fiodeurj whpob appealed 'to be totally 
at^tiie mwey of the winds- and waveoi She- was the Spnnith 
riare ihip ^. Leon. Her erew, beating- the voioee of the Ret 
iawt^meiD, eried out meet v^ementiy for help. • They told &• 
melanchoiy tale as they passed along, that the contagioa had 
eeijBed Uie eyesof sXi on boaid, and that there waa luA one indi* 
irickud 1^; mther sailor or shtve, who ooold see \ fiat aha— -this 
pitiable tsde of- woe wasi utterly in Vaia^-Hio help could be given 
tbenih-»the St. Leon passed on aad was'nerM-haaid of more I 

^ At length by a'OOBcanreneaof very.favoBrabl»ciicnm«taD06Sy 
and the skiil and persoTeiance of one ma% who only-preserved 
his Bigfait>imiaipaiied7 the fiodenr reaolied* Oaadaloape. By this 
time lhiity>4iineol the slaves had beoonas.bliBd^ twelve had loat 
ene «eye and :£oQiteea were aibsted with .blemishes. Out of. the 
ex&wi coEMifitidg of tweaty-rtwo, twelve had lest their sight, antmig 
whom wasthe snigeon, *five ' had .baoomei blind.of. one ayoy and 
*foii9 othevs'weve partially iajai ed« > . 

<i(Nowwfaat will the leader suppose wae Iho.tot act of this 
Oi^tain and erewwhen theyfoand tiMmaelitas iafelyenlenng 
ti^e porf of Guadaloape '^ - Doia>tlass he wiU imagine they were 
•oaployed in retaining unfeigned- thanks. to /Qod for so fli^oal.Stfld 
sofioneritedad^verarioe.. fiathoiiwnUinusUlEeif hathinksfNb 
f^M^y peesessed aeithepgiatkade' to.4ikMl.nor hmnamty to^an^ 
h^exiMiiieft' <I]NMlitnteoieaery.vii|«ottaaadrtaii^ faehog^ (htiiy 



ill sofpuli^jf the pi'Mlii6' cf keeping 'filwifeSy wu<di nt 
tills dqr is uiuiloiied for, and crieth from tiie esflh and 
feom the seas against tbe of^psesasr ; ^^i^ile tfaas praetice 
is 43O0l»iady and imder a greet load of gnitt there is 

•wineedtlioii iaipMu iagmtilvde by absolately tibs&mttgkaioiilm 
sea aU ikMS iUve% Ui tbe naogtev of thirtyHua^ lyJbo were 10^^ 
hky- bimd. Tbis tbey did upcm the wicked ^iea that if they eai^ 
lied them ea shore nobody would porchaee theoo, and they woeU 
el conrse be at the ea q pente of their maii^eflaiiGe ; iumI fortbei^ 
by ^Mgniag an act of necesuty, they nnght claim their vahie 
limn the aaderwziten." 

Sir Gewge GoUier of the Tartar frigate, gave cbaee to a yeeeei 
anppOMd to be a elave ship. La the couiee of the ohase seveial 
esake were obearved to be floating in the aea, which the Tartai 
pesaed. After a king pnrsnit they bowded her, and she proved 
to be the Ia Jenae EeteUe, of Martimqae, Ol^npia Sangoineiv 
master. The captain decfauoed thi^ he had bo slaves on board, 
having been phtadered of them hy a Spanish pimte. The agitar 
tion and aknn which marked erecy oo a n t e n ance on board the 
▼eas^ exniled irtroDg snc^piciona in.the mind of the chief offieer 
of the Tartar, and he ordeied the hold to be searched. Dnring 
tbe examination one of the saikfa happoied to strike a cask 
whidi was tightly «^oeed up, vAkea he heard a faint sound issaa 
from it like the voice of -some creature expiring. The cask was 
immediately opeaed, when two slave girls, about twelve or four- 
teen years of age, in the last sisge of sufibcation w^e found 
peeked up in it. They weie carried on board the Tartar^ revived 
by the frei^ air, and were thus saved from a miserable death* 
These girls, wh«i brought on the deck of the Tartar, were reeog* 
nized by a person who had seen them in their own country, and 
who had been taken from anotto slave ship, as being the 
property of captain Riohaids, of tlus sehoooer Swift, of New York. 
An investigation afterwards took place, in the course of which, it 
appeared in evidence that captain Bichards had died at Trade 
town on the coast of Africa, leaving behind him fourteen sbtvei^ 
ef whom these girlft were a pact $ andth^ alter his deaths cej^ 



Tbefei&afeve^biibslttids.iii nainm^md rpvMk 
faftiiiiMiiig hki chad in tti>My htdt m feeiipg of the' afflict 



tttin 8togiMi0(i'iista haMfM * Mff iBMm' sfMERBid witik Bwofdd ttid* pit» 
nfts, and cani«d off tlie ^ole fdnitemi riaves (m-boicfd the Jecme 
Sfttefie. Sir CkMn^ge Colfier coneeiting that tlie otluir twelve 
ittight possil^ be cmoealed m the vessel, oicEered herre> 
Marched. The result "was that a negio man, not holvever of the 
twehre, was rescued ftoandedth. A piaifonn of loese hoards had 
been raised upon the water casks of the tessel, f^mning a b^ 
tween-decks of about twenty-three inches in height, which w«» 
lihe intended recept ac le of vbe cargo of bmnan beings n^dch 
dtpfaui flsngnhieS' designed to pioMire. BnMMit thie platfinnn^ 
with one of the boards resting npon his body, janmed into the 
Oteffice between two water casks,' was found this wMMhed imib 
gro, in a sitnatien so extremely distressing, that it was mMnrMif 
great astonishment «o find him alive. The seareh IRent die ether 
twelve prorring frnitless, the officers and crewof the TaitarM* 
aoieeted with feelings of horror tihe casks which dMiy had mm, 
fiOftthig on the ocean ; the painfol conviotion now foreod itself 
lipon theirminds that the captain, fearing lesl he shcNdd be cap* 
tared by the 'Hatar and detained, had dnriag the thum, padced 
tip his slaves in casks and thrown them inio -the ^ea^ «» a^ppie* 
heneixm which i» cmvohorated by the reAmtoo, that had. hi 
^anown them overboard without someeaeii covwing, their bediee 
woold in a!% probability haii« met t^ viewof the offioeis and 
erew of the Tartar, and disclosed the horrid catastrophe, tal 
alas ! it was now too late to attempt any ptain for resening'tiiemv 
The chiaBe had carried dMm many leagues to the wmdwaid ei 
Oie ca^ks, and should they ev]en foil in with them, wM<4i 
seareely possible, there was not &e smalleBt pnhai>ility 9i 
itigany of the wretched negroes alive^ lor the oaaks being tight 
they mnst have periled from Su^^Msatmn. See- Fapen kid^oa 
dte table of the Honse of 



-*^^>eech of Duo de Bogli»-4U^iertof AfirieattlasltatiDQ^ viri; Mi 



immmsaa sranms. 



iMNi; but in IMiiae lort tiie li«ail ia eidatg^ <»^i«Kdi 
UiJtnlrimi oiuTeiaallyy and {Nreptred to qrmpttUnM vriili 
almigeniy thiwigh in the loweit slitioiMi ib lafe. 
Of this the prophet appears to have had a fbetia^ 



The achooper ^*— > Dm Monks, nuMter, amved^ tb* 
Fojoigos, wheie «be took oa board two handled sLareft. Our in* 
SMmaat states, that Morales wliile trading for the cargo, exhibit* 
ed masy instances of saTSge ferocity toward the daves, but 
after leaving the rirer, his cruelty seems to have had full scope. 

The number of slayes on board being greatly disproportioned 
to the stowage of the schooner, he was obliged from the first to 
iMoe short latioqs of water and rice, in consequence of which 
some of the slaves evinced some signs of discontent. Morale^ 
deaf to their wai^ kept them all below Ibr three days without 
fiood of any kind, and with a barbarity unparalleled except amo^g 
slave tfaden, discharged all the fire aims in his vessel amoi^ 
the wietched beings, bound down and chained together as they 
wete. Some ef the sailors presumed to interfere, but the bar* 
barian silenced their complaints by killing the foremost of them 
with his sable* He then made sail again for the Rio Fongos, 
where, with the assistance of the slave factors, he got every 
thing put to rights, took in slaves to supply the number he had 
kiUed, and bore away for Havanna. 

. Captain fii^s, B. N., mentions the ease of a slaver, having a 
huge caigo ef haman beings chained together : ^^ The master of 
the vessel) with more humanity than his fellows, permitted some 
ef theea to come on deck, but still chained together, for the 
benefit of the air, when they immediately commenced jumping 
Qiverboard, hand in hand, and drowning in couples.' He eaqplains 
the cause of this eiiscnmstance by sayiug, ^ they were just brought 
ten a situation between deck8,sand to which they knew they 
wnet letam, whose the scalding perspiration was running from 
eae to the. <Mther,. covered also w:ith their own filth, and where it 
is no Uncommon occurrence for women to be bringing forth chil* 
dsen, and men dying by their side, with, full in their view, liviqg 
and dead bodaea ehaii^ together, and the living^ in addition to 
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mh4n he said, «< Hare we not aft'cm^ Father ? Hathtiet 
Me< God ereated us ? Whf then do ire deri tveaehei^ 
ouidj every man vMsk his brodier, in profaoilig &e cove* 
aaiit of our fiHhers ?'^ 

aQ their othAr tomwoiB^ labooiiag undar the nost famirtiing 
Uurst, being ia a yeij few instaiioea ailowsed moce than a piitt.o£ 
water a day.' He goes on to eay, '^I ha¥e now an c^cer on 
board the ' Dryad,' who, gn ftTftmining one of these alave vessel^ 
found not only living m«i chained to dead bodies, but the latter 
in a putrid state ; and we hare now a case which, if true, is too 
bomhle and disgustuig to be desonbed." 
:. Inaktfeer&omoi^taiiiWaimhopeydated iMkoi mfgbA.motAf 
IM87 ha says, <<In second month, 1S36, 1 was iBfofmed by Gon* 
mmadm Paget, that the ^nish slaTer, Aigos, thme monlha 
before>thiB date, was chased by the Charybdis, Lieutenant Mar* 
9nr; that during the diase ninety^seven sJares had baeu tfanymi 
ararboaid, and that a Spamsh captaki ha had oaptuved, dadarai 
he wouM nerer hesitate to throw the slaves overboard, t<^prevBOt 
being tidEen." 

• << Captain Wauchopa in the same letter informs, that on tha 
18th of ninth month, 1886, the Thalia captured the P ar tuguas a 
brig FeHx, five hundred and ninety slaves on boaid. 'After 
eapture,' he says, < I went on board, and suoh a scene ni hotrat 
it is net emy to describe ; the longboat on tha booms, and tha 
deck aft, were crowded with little children, siokiy, poor little ua* 
happy thmgs, seme of them mther pretty, and some much marked 
and tattoed ; mueh pains must have been taken by their misera* 
ble parents to ornament and beautify them. 

'< ' The women lay between decks aft, much crowded, and pe»* 
feelly naked ; they were not barred down, the hatchway, a small 
ane, being off; but the place, for the men was too horrible, tha 
wretches, chained two and two, gasping and striving to get at tiia 
bars of the hatchways, and such a steam and stench as to make 
it intolerable even to look down. It requires much caution at 
ftrst, in allowing them to go on deck, as it is a domm<Mi'pta0tiea 
for them to jump oreltaird to get quit of thaifnfldiary . 



.Qa.lilK) -pi old hMcd tbe ffoms ^ Ibe «kikkan of 
laoel under tbo liard taik^wMters in Egft^ I tniat hgH 
looked down frm Iiu Mj habiMion oa tbe nismea o{ 
these deeply oppressed people. Ma&y lives bave bees 
shortened duouj^ extrane oppression, while they laboured 
to support horaiy «nd worldly greslMss; sad tli««|^ 
auii^: people in outward prosperity mvf dwk little of 
those things, yet ^ gsacions Creator hath regard to the 
cries of die innocent, however unnoticed by men. 

■ ■■■■■ III! I — ^i^^»»^^i^i—^-^^»^ 

" ^ The aUve-deok waSiiMfemoM than tbne. tet six inobssia 
hsi^lht, aad tha hawia bsii^slMrad, cnr nthor oiwbsd ss-oiDse 
sa possible j msay siipeiuBed yeiy sickly. Xhrao wa&ao wa^si 
aattiag into the fkve-ioom but by the batclMnty. i wss IsM^ 
whan they were all oa deek to be oonstod, that it was mqwMiHa 
ta any oC ow people to go into the s]ave«raoia Ibrasiii^ ■ntnto^ 
ss iotolerable was^tba steuoh* The eolow of theae pooreraatwes 
was of a dark sqoalid yeUow, to cUffeient from the fine glos^ 
black of our liberated Africans and Kroomen. I was shown a 
man much bit and bniiiad;.itwa8 done in a struggle at the gi««« 
iags of their hatehway% for a mouthful of freihair.' 

«The QKotina, ea^ptnied ia 1.S34, off Wydah. This vesnl was 
•sly soTenty-five tons bwdea,. yet she had three hundred and 
fifty negroea ersmmed on board of ker, one hundred and eig^y 
of whom were litaialiy lo otowed as to have barely suffideitf 
height to heki thasieelTes up, when in a sittk^ pootuse. Hm 
pooi: oreatoffes crowded round their delivaiais, with tbeir^aMialia 
open and their tongues paroliod te wont of walOT, poeoentiBg a 
paafoiBt spselsole of human misery . 

'<In a lettev frani the Gape of Good H<^> of date 80th of fisSI 
monthi 1837, we find it stated that the British brig Dolphin, had 
lately captured the eonretto Ineomprehensil^ ; and that on lateiag 
poootwwin of hery ' the sGenexureiieated on board was hnmewing 
iathaasteeaai* Ciie hoodradjaid died from sielBieBSy out of tiia 
aigbti hnndsnd^aoibmked; sao^Mi bandied' woie lying neaiiy 
hfelem on Oiai fa s fc i i ;in wialidiBdaeai aad mssMy, and alibis 
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. The Lord in therieliesof his goodness is leading some 
krto the feeling of the condition of this people, who 
eannot rest without labouring as their advocates; of 
iriuch in some measure I have had experience, for in the 
meraigs of his love in my he«rt, these poor sufferers 
teve been brought near to me. 

The unofiending aged and infirm are made to labour 
too hard, kept on a diet less comfortable than their weak 

state reipiires, and ^^qposed to great difllcttlties undeir 

% — . 

agony of despair ; the remaining six hundred were so cramped 
hoBEL the dose maimer in which they were packed, like herrings 
m a barmi, and the lengdi of time they had been on their Toy^ 
agO) aad the cold they had endured in icondii]^ the Gape, m a 
State of nudity, that it took the ntmoet ezMtione of the Ens^iih 
sailon^^Toored by a hot aun^ to straighten them.' 

^^In a letter from Colonel Nicolls, at the Bahamas, of date Ist of 
eighth month, 1837, it is stated that ' the Esperanza, a Spanish 
sknre schooner, had been wrecked on one of these islandiB daring 
the preceding month. It was ascertained that thisyessel- had 
eaabaiked three hundred aad twenty negraes on the coast of 
.Africa ; of these only two hundred and twenty were landed at 
the time of the wreck. It appears that between sixty and seventy 
snurders had been committed during the Toyage on the helpless 
Africans 3 and in this manner : — ^When any of the slaves refused 
their food or became sick, the boatswain's mate, with a weighty 
elub struck then;i on the back of the neek, when they fell, aad 
were thrown overboard.' " 

Shocking as these detoils are, the tnith ^ diem is indiiqpvrtafale; 
and while a system exists which iafliots sack snlSeriiigB upon imc 
innocent fellow-creatures, it cannot be a matter of indifference or 
unconcern to us. But especially are we called upon deeply to 
ponder this affecting subject, and to dwell under the weight of 
it, by the hct that our own country is implicated, in no small 
degree in the guilt ef the traffic, it being weH asoettaindd that 
AmeiKau vessels, hmfmmn ea{»lal and Amerioan cilimisy 
enqployed in its proseoution.— Atfn^ Ubrmjfr ^oL VL 

2d2 



iMd-lMMtti WM y !• vioie tuAilBgs I hmrt cOeB been 
a iritneaB) and undtt the fanrt^mdling po«» of «Diwi0 
kve, Aeir miaeiy httk fek tome fike die mkery oiiaqr 
fftrentt. 

lanoeart joiidi aope itkm by irie l M WC fiwa ;fe«g aafac 
land, from flieir friends anA aoquantonae ; pnt ott boani 
riopa with hearts laden witb scnomr ; ^lyosed to greatt 
imrd^pa at aea^ and placed under people where thdr 
liffea aie attended mO^ great profbeation to anger and 
rerenge. ^ 

With the condition of these youth ay mind has often 
been affected, as wilh the afflktiona of my duldrcay and 
in a feeling of th^ uMery of tihese people, and of Unl 
great offence wbieh is ministered to them, my tears have 
been often poured out before the Lord. 

That holy Spirit which afiected my heart vhen I was 
a youth, I trust is often felt by the negroes, in their native 
iaad, inclining &eir minds to that which is zigfateons; 
and had tfie i^ofeaaed foJlowers of Christ in all tbdr eea* 
4uct toward them, manifested a disposition 'an9wenl)fe 
to the pure principle in tfieir henrts, how might the holy 
Name have been honoured amongst the Gentiles, and 
how might we have rejoiced in the fulfilling of that pro^ 
phecy, <<I the liord Iotc judgment, I hate .robbecyibr 
biimt*offerings, and I will direct liieir svoric in tnidi,uaMi 
adker-an e^eilasting covenant wath them. T he i r g ecd 
AaR "be known amongst tfte GkntBes, and their offipring 
amongst the people; all that see them'shaH acknowledge 
them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed.'' 

But in the present state of things,, how contraiy is our 
piaotice to. that m«ek.;spii;it)'iniMld)di onr StvionrUd 
dawtt his life for na, ttH^fall theisadbiof lb»reu)tb naght 
know advationishii^ naoK f 
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Jibwm% 41m& fiiiifcuigaiof ttur bleated IMeaner art «t 
mm^^ SBid'lus name UasplieRied aiwmgst 4ibe Genlilirt^ 
Hmom^'ihe iuui^i(ieQus.pioQe«ijbg8 «£.lai .pi9£^^ 

.:-'M]!»JBiiitf Jbas oftw bMaiafibcled|,i6Ten Drom tbe dajn 
duity jWHQtil^ wader a aeaae of thai iiiaTire]laii& woA^iggt 
mimh'God, in, infinilec' giModneas oeot hia Soo iirto tht 
wetld. 

; .TketipeQiiig of that^^Mrittg of livkig waters^ which the 
true bdiertt$ ki Christ experience, by which they aie 
ittdeenedfivMft pride and coyetoosness, and hroughtnito 
k^itetft of meekwflSy whore their heaeto are enboged ai 
tott hwreitoward dieir fidtow-eveatureft univeiaaUy ; is a 
mickithBt to me has beent precious, and qporeadisg 
the knowledge of the Truth amongst the Gentiles, is 
myjdcaisBble. And tbe professed, followers of Christ 
geining in customs evidently unrighteous, which mani* 
fiaitiy tend lo stirup wrath and increase wars and desop> 
I, has often covered my mind with sorrow, 
bring diis matter hooaeiy and as Job proposed to 
iiivJriends, ^ Put our.aoul in their soul's st^ ;" if we 
consider) .^ouBselTes and our chiUren as exposed to Ifae 
Imd^ips oadndx these fieople lie under in supporting an 
TMSgismygpaatness, and in such ease, beheld an increase 
of lusnuy.and .sup^uity amongst our oppre8Sors,«and 
tiMRwiih feli.aa increaaer of the weig^ of omf bmdftna, 
and expected our poflberitgr to groan under ^^pteanon 
wAufJm ; iUBderall this jmaery, had we none to plead 
mmieaiHieyaioiixmy hope of rdief from man,, how woiiU 
our cries ascend ta.^c God of .Hxt i|>irit9 of all fleshy 
yAm fmigtSbniim leoiid.iniiighleoaaneas, and in his nwp 
time is a iefii§eifarHlbeiop|iraaaed! >i 

If they who thus aflSicted us, continaed to lay daim 
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toirljginni aad weie aiBMtid ia ftcir bnapcca by ^tJMfeia, 
esteemed piouB people^ who through a fri^diAi^) ynik 
them fltrengtbened their hands in tjrzaimy ; if yidim we 
were hunger-bitten, we could not have sufficient noiu* 
ishment, bat sawthem in fuhiess pleasing their taate with 
things fiBtched from &r ; if when we woe weaned with 
labour, we were denied the libeity to rest, and saw them 
spending their time at ease ; if gannents answerable to 
our necessities were denied us, wlule we 4mw tiiem 
clothed in that which was costly and delicate; under 
such affliction, how would these pttinfiil feedings rise up 
as witnesses against their paretended devotion! And S 
the name ei their religion was mentioned in our hearings 
how would it sound in our ears like a word which sig» 
nified self«exaltation and hardness of heart ! 

When a trade is carried on productive of much miaeryi 
and they who suffer by it are some thousands of miles 
off, the danger is the greater, of not laying their sufferings 
to heart. 

In procuring slaves on the .coast of Africa, many 
diildren are stolen privately; wars also are encouraged 
amox^ the negroes, but all is at a great distance. 

Many groans arise from dying men, which we hear not* 

Many cries are uttered by widows and frutherless diil* 
dren, which reach not our ears. 

. Many {heeks are wet with tears and faces sad with 
unutterable grief, which we see not 

Cruel tyranny is encouraged. The hands of robbers 
are streng^iened, and thousands reduced to the most 
abject slavery, who never injured us. 
' Were we 6x the teian of one year only to be eye wit* 
nesses to what passes in getting these slaves; 
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t ^Wm'tkt blood vrhieli 18 Amriiffiite be«prkdHed on 

oorgarmente; 

- 'Were die poor eaptkreff boQftd -mtS "dboiigs md heavy 

iadea n^ elei^iamtB' teetli, io pass before oor ^es on 

IkcSr way to the seac 

< Weie their Utler lamenAitioiis day after day to ring in 

oar.eans, and their moomfid mes'in the n^fatto Undet 

us from sleepmg : 

Were l«e to hear the sound of ite tmnnh when the 
ahtvei en board the riiqps attempt to leSt the Bnglsdi, and 
MmM die issue of those Moody eonffiets : 

What pioQS man conld be a witness to these things^ 
and see a trade carried on in thb manner, withont being 
^eply efiected widi sorrow ? 

TluDugh abiding in die love of Oirist we feel a tender^ 
ness in our hearts toward our feHow-ereatares, entangled 
in o^reanre customs ; and a concern so to walk, diat 
our conduct may not be a means of strengdiening them 
in error. 

ft was the command of die Lord dirongh Moses, 
^ Thou shah not sufier stn upon thy brodier ; thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke diy brotber, and shalt not fsatkr sin 
upon hkn." 

Again ; « Keep ftr fom a false matter; and the inno* 
cent and righteous day thou not." 

The prophet Isaiah mentions oppression as that whi(^ 
die true church in time of outward quiet should not only 
be clear of, but should be fer from it; ««Thou diait be 
far from oppression. " Now diese words, jfiir frojn^ ap» 
pear to have an extensive meanii^, and to convey in* 
stntotion in regard to that of vAaeh Solomon speaks^ 
<<i%onigh hand ^>in in hand', the wilted diaU not go 
uspumfihed." 
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R w» ft eottplabit ftgiinflt oae of old^ « When tlura 
•awest a thief, thou coiifieiitedst ^ritti him." 

The pcopbet Jeremodi fepresenlii the degrees of prepa- 
ntioii townrd idohtroiis nerifioe, in the similitade of a 
work carried on by children^ men and ^nomen. « The 
chfldren ga&er wood, the hAitn kindle Ihe fire, and the 
women knead the dongk to bake eakes for 'the queen of 
heaven." 

It was a complaint of the Lord against Israd, through 
his piophet Eaeidel, that «<he]r strengthened the hands 
of die wicked, and made the hearts of the rigfateons 
aad." 

Some works of iniquity carried on by the people weie 
represented by the prophet Hosea, in the similitttde of 
{donghing, reaping and eating the fruit; <<You have 
plou^d wickedness, reaped iniquity, eaten the fruit of 
lying, because thoq didst tiust in thy own way, to die 
mukitttde of thy mighty men." 

I have f^lt great distress of mind since I came on this 
island, on account of die members of pur Society being 
mixed with the world in various sorts of business and 
traffic, carried on in impure channels. Great is die trade 
to Africa for slaves ; and in loading the ships abundance 
of people ue employed in the ipanufiictories. 

Friends in early time refused on a religious principle, 
ta make or trade in superflaities, of which we have many 
laige testimonies on record, but for want of fetithfulness 
some gave way, even some whose example were of note 
ki society, and from thence others to(^ more liberty. 
Members of our Society worked in saperfluities, and 
bought and sold them, and thus dimness of sight came 
over matiy. At lengdi Friends got into the use of some 
supeiAiities in dress, and in die furniture of their houses, 
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aad'tUa badi spvcad ikomleia to^aioifie, tiU mptiiaity of' 
some kinds is common amoagat^ns. 
.,Int)iMi:deolining stale many look< al'tfaeexamiple one 
of another, and too muck Bt|^ect the pure feelings of. 
Troths Of late yean a deepexescise faatb attended my 
fioindy that Friends may d% decp^ may carefiifiy east 
te& the loose matter and get dofwnr to the rock, the snie 
fiwtndation, and there hearken to that Divine voice which 
gjlves a clear and eeftain sound. 

I have felt in that .which doth not deceive, that if 
Fxiends who have known the Tmtb, keep in that tender- 
ness of heart where all views of outward gain are given 
vf^ said their trast is only on the Lord^ he vntt graoiously 
lead some to be patterns of deep sdf-denial, in things 
relating to trade and handicraft labour; and that some 
who have plenty of the treasiures of this world, will ex- 
ample in a plain firugal itfe^ and pay wages to those whom 
they may hire, more liberally than is now customary in 
aome places. ' f 

. The prophet q>eaking of the true church, said, << Thy 
people also shall be all ri^teous." Of the depdi of tfali 
Divine woik several have spoken. 

John Gratton, in his Jouraal, page 45, said « The Lord 
is my portion, I shall not want. He ha& wrought all my 
works in me. I am nothing but what I am in him." 

GUbert Latey, through the powerful operations of the 
Spirit of Christ in his soul, was brought to that depth of 
adfdenial, that he could not join with that proud spirit 
in other people, which inclined them to want vanities 
a^d supeiduities. This Friend was often anongst the 
duef rulers of the nation in times of persecution^ and it 
^>pears by the testimony of Frumds, that his dwelling 
was so evid«a:dy in the puie life of Truths that in his 



and that King James the waaomd^ in. tht timea of Im 
toabla% omde partkndar oMotioB. in a vwf icipedfol 
laifflMr 'o£ Mriuit Giibett M«e sakLto him. 

The aaid GiUiarfc fimnd a ooneem to vrite an efUs, 
ia whkk eaa theee.eipneiaif m ; 
. <i Fear the Lord^ ye ntn of all 8<»ts^ traded aadcdi* 
inga^ and leave off all the evil that is in them, lor <!« 
Lord is grieved with all Ihe c^ used ia year eoi^dy* 
aeafta whioh you are exercised in." 

«< It is even agiief toseeiiowyoii. ate semmtetoan, 
and kistnunents of Satan." See Us/woricS) page 42, to. 

Creoiiga F<KK) in an e^sde vnkes tfcns: ^^ftmiB) 
aland in the eternal power of GSod^ witnesses apdastth 
pomps and vanities of this woiM. 

« Such tradesmen who stand as witnesaes in the poiwr 
of. God, cannot fiilfiU the people's mnids in diese vasitvi^ 
aad t h ea tfore they aie o&nded at them. 

(< Let all trust in the Lord, and wait padendy^n hffl^} 
fi>r when Truth, first bioke forth m Lendan, many ttades- 
Bien could not take so much money in their shops fi^ 
some time, as would buy diera bread and water, beesose 
they withstood the world's w&ys^ fashions and ciuiCwtts; 
yet by tibeir patient waiting on the'Los d in their good # 
and conversation, they ans^ivesed the Truth in peopk^ 
heail% and thus their business inov^uaed." Book of 
Boctrinals, page 884^ 

Chiist our holy Leader gracioosly contiwieth lo op» 
the understandings of his people, and as weamMi^ 
alter fiom i^e to age, some vrtu) are deeply baptised ts^ 
a feeUng of the state of things^ are led by his lioly ^ 
into exercises in sonw^ respeots dilimnt from those wbkl^ 

attended .the fiddifu] in foregoing ages, and through li^ 
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complainings of pure love, are engaged ta open the feel- 
ings they have to others." 

In fsdthftiUy following Christ, the heart is weaned £rom 
the desire of riches, and we are led into a life so plain 
and simple, that a Istde doth sufiee, and thus the way 
openeth to deny ourselves, under aU the tempting allnre- 
tnents of that gain, which we know is the gain of un- 
righteousness* 

The apostle speaking on tiiis subject, asketh this ques- 
tion; << What fellowship hath righteousness widi unrig^* 
eousness?" And again saith, <( Have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them." Again, << Be not partaker of other men's sins, 
keep thyself pure." 

Where people throu^ the power of Christ are tho- 
ioughly settled in a r^t use of things, and freed from 
all unnecessary care and ^expense, the mind in this true 
resignation is at liberty from the bands of a narrow sel£> 
interest, to attend from time to time on the movings of 
his Spirit upon us, though he leads into that through 
which our feith is closely tried. 

The language of Christ is pure, and to the pure in 
heart this pure language is intelligible ; but in the love 
of money, the mind being intent on gain, is too full ef 
human contrivance to attend to it. 

It appears evident that some channels of trade are 
defiled with unrighteousness, and that the minds of many 
are intent on getting treasures to suppcMi; a life, in which 
there are many unnecessary expenses. 

I feel a living concern attend my mind, that under 
these, difficulties we may humbly follow our heavenly 
Sheph^d, who graciously regardeth his flock, and is 
willing and able to supply us both inwardly and out^ 

2£ 



ivaidly^eifli elean pioveiiikr, that has be^i wimiowecl 
vnih the shovel and the fan, where we may << sovf to 
OBneh«s in nghteonsness, reap in mercy," and not be 
defiled with the works of iniquity. 

Wh^e customs contrary to pure wisdom are trans* 
nutted to posterity, it appears to be an injury committed 
against them ; and I often fieel tender compassion toward 
a young generation, with desires that their difficulties 
may not be increased through unfiuthfialness in us of the 
pnMDt age. 



CHAPTER II. 

On a Sailor's life. 

bt the trade to Africa for riaves, and in the management 
of ships going on these voyages, many of our lads asd 
ymmg men have a considerable part of their educatioB. 

What pious frUher beholding his son plwed in oie of 
these ships to learn the practice of a mariner, could bfs* 
bear mourning over him ? 

Where youth are exampled in means of getting money 
SO' foil of violence, and used to exercise such crudto 
on their fellow^ereatures, the disadvantage to them in 
their education is very great. 

But I feel it in my mind to write concerning the sea- 
fioing life in general. 

In the trade carried on from the West IncMes, and 
from some parts of the continent, the produce of Ae 
labour of slaves is a considerable part. 

Sailors are frequently at ports where daves abound^ 
and converse often with people who oppress them without 
the appearance of remorse, imd often with other sailoi* 
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evil examples spread amongst the sea-faring* youth ! 

I have had many opportunilies-to feel and understand 
the general state of the searfsuing life amongst us, and 
my mind hath often been sad on acoount of so many 
lads and young men being trained up amidst so grest 
corruption* 

Under the humbling power g£ Christ I have seen, that 
if the leadings of his holy Spkit were feitfafiilly attended 
to by his professed followers in general, the heathen no- 
tions would be exampled in righteousness, a less number 
of people would be employed on the seas, the channels 
of trade, would be more free from defilement, and fewer 
people would be employed in vanities and super- 
fluities. 

The inhabitants of cities would also be less in number, 
and those who have much land would become fathers to 
the poor. 

More people would be engaged in the sweet employ- 
ment of husbandry ; and in the path of pure vrisdom^ 
labour would be an agreeable, healthful en^>loyment. 

In the opening of these things in my mind, I feel a 
living concern that we who have felt Divine love in our 
hearts may faithfully abide in it^ and like good soldiers 
endure hardness for Christ's sake. 

He; our blessed Saviour, exharting his foUowers to 
love one another, adds, << As I have loved you." He 
loved Lazarus, yet in his sickness he did not heal him, 
but left him to oidure the pains of death, that in restoring 
him to life, the people might be confirmed in* the true 

He loved hifi^ disciples, but sent them forth on a me»> 
sage attended, with fft^t difficul^^ amongst hard-hearted 
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people, some of whom thoaght diat in kming them they 
did God lemce* 

So deep is Divine love, that in steadfastly abidmg in 
it, we are prepared to deny ourselves of aU gain which 
is contrary to pure wisdom, and to follow Christ, even 
under contempt and through sufferings. 

While Friends were kept truly humble and walked 
according to the purity of our principles, the Diyine 
witness in many hearta was reached ; but when a worldly 
spirit got entrance, therewith came in luxuries and sttper- 
flttities, and spread by little and little, even amongst llie 
foremost rank in society, and from thence others took 
liberty in that way more abundantly. 

In the continuation of these things from parents to 
children, there were many wants to supply, even wants 
unknown to Friends while they faithfully followed Christ. 
In striving to supply these wants many have exacted on 
the poor, and many have entered on employments, in 
which they often labour in upholding pride and vanity. 
Many have looked on one another, been strengthened in 
these things, one by the example of another, and as to 
the pure divine seeing, dimness has come over many, and 
the channels of true brotherly love have been obstructed. 

People may have no intention to oppress, yet by enter* 
ing on expensive ways of life, their minds may be so 
entangled therein and so engage^ to support expensive 
customs, as to he estranged from the pure sympathising 
spirit. 

As I have travelled in England, I have had a tender 
feeling of the condition of poor people, some of whom 
though honest and industrious, have nothing to spare 
toward paying for the schooling of fheir ehildrm. 

There is a right proportion betwe^ labour and ^ 



necessaries of life, and in trae brotherly love the mind 
is open to feel after the necessities of tb^ poor. 

Amongst the poor there are some that are weak throng^ 
age, and others of a weakly nature, who pass through 
steaits in very private life^ ixdAhout aaidng'sdiBf 6«mvthe 
public* 

Those who' are strong and healthy may do butiness, 
which to the weakly may be oppressive ; and in perform- 
ing that in a day which is esteemed a day's labour, 
iveakly persons in the field and in the shi^s, and weakly 
women who spin.and knit in the manujGMtoiies, often pass 
through weariness ; and many si^bs I believe are uttered 
in secret, unheard by some who might ease their burdens. 

Labour in the right medium is healthy, but in too 
jnuch of it there is a painful weariness ; and the hard- 
ships of the poor are sometimes increased through the 
.want of more agreeable nourishment, more plentifol fuel 
for fire, and warmer clothing in the winter than their 
wagesr will answer. 

When I h^ve beheld plenty in some housesto a degree 
of luxury; the condition of poor cfaiUroa brought u^ 
without learning, and the condition of (he weakly and 
agfMl, who strive to live by their hibour, have often 
revived in my mind, as cases of which some ^o live in 
fidness need to be put in remembrance. 

Th^re are few if an]^ who could behold their fellow» 
creatures lie long in distress and forbear to help them, 
when they could do it without any inconvenience; but 
customs requiring much labour to support them, do often 
Ue heavily on the poor, while they who live in these oub^ 
tomB are so entangled in a multitude of unneeessarycoti* 
cems, that they think but little of Ihe hardships wUch 
the. poor people go thiougb. 

3e2 
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CHAPTER III. 

On Silent Worship. 

WoBSHiP in silence hath often been refreshbg to my 
mind, and a care attends me that a young generation 
may Seel the nature of this worship. 

Great expense is incurred in relation to that ¥rhicfa is 
called Divine worship. 

A considerable part of this expense is applied toward 
outward gieatness, and many poorpeople in raising of 
tithe, labour in supporting customs contrary to the sim- 
plieity that there is in Christ, toward whom my mind bath 
often been moved with pity. 

In pure silent worship, we dwdl jander die holy anoint- 
ing, and feel Christ to be our shepherd. 

Here the best of teachers ministers to tlie seyeral con- 
dkioDS of his flock, and the soul receives immediately 
from the Divine fountain, that with which it is nourished 

I have travelled at times where those of other sociehes 
have attended our meetings, and have perceived how 
little some of them knew of the nature of silent worships; 
and I have felt lender de^res in my heart that we yAo 
oR^n sit silently in our meetings, may live answerabiy to 
the nature of an inward fellowship vrith God, tbat bo 
stumbling block through us, maj^be laid in their way. 

fikich is the load of unneeessary expense laid in m^J 
places on that which is called Divine service, and so 
mnch are the minds of many people employed in outward 
forms and ceremonies, that the opening of an inward 
silent wondiip in this nation, to me, has appeared to be 
a precious opening. 

Within the last four hundred years, many pious peop^^ 
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have been deeply exercised in soul, on account of the 
superstition which prevailed amongst the professed fol- 
lowers of Christ, and in support of their testimony against 
oppressive idolatry, some in several ages have finished 
their course in. the flames. 

It appears by the history of the reformation, that 
through the faithfulness of the martyrs^ the understand- 
ings of many have been opened, and the minds of people, 
from age to age, been more and more prepared for spir- 
itual woiship. 

My mind is often affected with a sense of ike condi- 
tion of those people, who in different ages have been 
meek and patient, following Christ throu^ great afflic- 
tions. And while I behold the several steps of reform- 
ation, and that clearness, to wfaicb through Divine Good- 
ness, it hath been brought by our ancestors, I feel tender 
desires that we who sometimes meet in silence, may 
never by our conduct lay stumbling blocks in the way 
of otliers, and hinder the progress of the reformation in 
the world. 

It was a complaint against some who were cdled die 
Lord's people, that they brought polluted bread to his 
akar, and said the table of the Lord was contemptible. 

In real silent worship the soul feeds on that which is 
Divine ; but we cannot partake of the table of the Lord, 
and Hiat table which is gpepared by the god of tfak world. 
. If Christ is ottf shepherd and feedeth us, and we are 
faitfafol in following him, our lives will Imve an inviting 
Ispgoage^ and the table of the Lord will not be polluted. 



AN EPISTLE 

TO THB 

QJJKXaSlY AM) mfTBLT HEBrmGB OF FRIENDB. 

Beloved Friends, 

Feeling at this time a renewed concern tkal fte pure 
of ligbt and life, and the ng^t^oos fraitB tfaeveof, 
may spread and prevail amongst mankind, there is as 
engagement on my heart to labour with my breducQia 
religious profession, that none of us may be a sturnhHiy 
block in the way of others ; but that we may so naik 
that our conduct may reach the pure witness in thehettte 
of those who are not in professioa with U6« 

Andy dear friends, while we publicly own that the hdy 
Spirit is our leader, the profiession is in itself weigb^^ 
and the weightiness thereof increases, in propoitiDB tf 
we are noted among the professors of Trudi, and adbe 
in deiding with those who walk dis2»rdedy. 

Many under our profisssion for wmt of due. attfl^ 
tion, and a perfect resigaalaon to this Divine teadtfr, 
have in some things manifested a deviation froin tke 
purity of our religious princ^d|s, and these deviatioff 
haying crept in amongst us by little and Httle, and in- 
creasing £rom less to gceater, have been so &r unnotioed, 
that, some Hving. in them, have, been aotite in piMiif 
diKipline in practice, with relation to others, whose coo- 
duct has appeared more dishonourable in the world. 

As my mind hath been exercised before the Lord, I 
have seen that the discipline of the church of C!hn^ 

866 
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standeth in that which is pure ; that it is the wisdom 
from above which gives authority to discipline ; and that 
the weightiness thereof standeth not in any outward cir* 
eumstances, but in the anthcuity of Christ who is the 
author of it ; and where any walk after the flesh, and not 
according to the purity of Truth, and at the same time 
are active in putting discipline in jnractice, a veil is 
gradually drawn over its purity, and over that holiness 
of life, which Christ leads those into, « in whom the love 
of God is verily perfected." 

When we labour in true love with oflenders, and they 
iamain obstinate, it sometimes is necessary to proceed as 
Sax as our Lord directed, << Let him be to thee as an hear 
tiien man, or a publican." < 

When such are disowned, and they who act therein 
feel Christ made unto them wisdom, and are preserved 
in his meek, restoring spirit, there is no just cause of 
ofience ministered to any ; but when those who are active 
in dealing wkh (lenders indulge themselves in things 
which are contrary to the purity of Truth,' and yet judge 
others whose conduct appears more dishonourable than 
theirs, here the pure authority of discipline ceaseth as to 
«ttch oi&nders, and a templation is laid in their way to 
wrai^e and contend. << Judge not," said our Lord, 
<<that ye be not judged." This forbidding alludes to 
man's judgment, and ppints out the necessity of humbly 
ttktend^ to that sanctifying power under which the 
iaithful experience the Lord to be << a spirit of judgment 
to them." And as we feel his holy Spirit to mortify the 
deeds of the body in us, and can say, << it is no more I 
that live, but Christ that liveth in me," here right judg- 
ment is known. 

While Bime love prevails in our hearts, and setf in 



Ill is brought under jadgmeat, a prepamtion m felt to 
labour in a right manner with offead^s ; but if we abide 
not in this lovei our outward performance in dealing widi 
others degenerates bto formality ; for << this is the Iov« 
of God, that we keep his conunandmeota." 

How weig^itj are those instructiona of our Redeeiaei 
concerning religious duties, viben he points out^ ikst 
they who pray, should be so obedient to the teachingB 
of the holy Spirit, that humbly confiding in his help^ thij 
may sajr, << Thy name O Father be hallowed ! Thy kmg- 
dom come ; thy will be done in earth as it is in hearen." 
In this awful state of mind is felt that worship which 
stimds in doing the will of God on earth, as it is dcuke in 
heaven, end keeping the holy name saM^red. To take a 
holy profession upon us is awful, nor can we keep Has 
hohf name sacred, but by humbly abiding under the 
cross of Christ The apostle made a heavy complaint 
against some who profaned this holy name by their main 
ner of living ; " throu^ you," he says, «< the name of 
God is blasphemed amongst the Gentiles." 

Some of our ancestors through many tribulations vfire 
gathered into the state of true worshijqpers, and had fel- 
lowship in that which is pure, and as one was inwardly 
moved to kneel down in their assemblies and {Mibliely 
call on the name of the Lord, those in the harmoay of 
united exercise then present, joined in the prayer. I 
mention this in order diat we of the present age may look 
unto the Rock from whence we were hewn, and retnem* 
ber that to unite in worship, is a union in prayer, and 
that prayer is acceptable to the Father which is in a wisA 
truly sanctified,, where the sacred name is kept holy, Bm 
the heart resigned to do his will on earth as it is done in 
heaven. « If ye abide in me," saidi Christ; << ^^ ^7 
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wotfds d>ide in you, ye diall a$k what ye will in my 
name, and it diaU be done unto you." We know not 
what to pray for as we ou^t, but as the holy Spirit doth 
open and direct our minds, and as we faithAilly yield to 
its influences, our prayers are in the will of our heavenly 
Father, who fails not to grant that which his own Spirit, 
through his ehildren, asketh;— thus <preseiTation from 
sin is known, and the fruits of righteousness are brought 
f(Hrdi by such who inwardly unite in prayer. 

How weighty are our solemn meetings when the name 
of Christ is kept holy ? 

<t:^w precious is that state in which the children of 
the Lord are so redeemed from the love of this world, 
that they ^re accepted and blessed in all that they do." 
R. Barday's Apology, page 404. 

How necessary is it that we who profiess these princi* 
pies, and are active in supporting them, should faithfully 
ahide in Divine strength, that « As He who hath called 
u6 is holy, so that we may be holy in all manner of con* 
versation." 

If one professing to be influenced by the Spirit of 
Christ, proposes to unite in a labour to promote right* 
eouaness in the earth, and in time past he hath manifestly 
deviated from the path of equity, tfien to act coosistentfy 
with this principle, his first work is to make restitution 
so far as he may be enabled ; for if he attempts to con- 
tittrate toward a work intended to promote righteousness, 
\iriule it appears that he ne^ecteth, or refiiseth to act 
righteously himself, his conduct has a tendency to en* 
tangle the minds of those who are weak in the faith, who 
bdiold these things, and to dmw a veil over the purity 
of righteousness, by carrying an appearance as though 
that was r^teousness which is not ^. 
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Again, if I propose to assist in supporting those d<M> 
trines wherein that purity' of life is held forth, in "whieh 
customs proceeding from the spirit of this world hare 
no place, and at the same time strengthen others in those 
customs by my example; the first step in an orderly 
proceeding, is to cease from those customs myself, and 
afterwards to labour, as I may be enabled, to promote 
the like disposition and conduct in others. 

To be convinced of the pure principle of Truth, and 
diligently exercised in walking answerably thereto, is 
necessaiy before I can consistently recommend this prin- 
ciple to others. I often feel a labour in spirit, that we 
who are active members in religious society inav expe- 
rience in ourselves the tmth of those expressiono of the 
holy One — « I will be sanctified in them that come nigh 
me.*' In this case, my mind hath been often exercised 
when alone year after year for many years, and in the 
renewings of Divine love, a tender care hath been m- 
cited in me, that we who profess the light of Christ Jesus 
to be our teacher, may be a family united in that pnritj 
of worship, which comprehends a holy life, and ministers 
instruction to others. 

My mind is often drawn towards children in the Truth? 
who having a small share of the things of this life, and 
coming to have families, may be exercised before Ac 
Lord to support them in a way agreeable to the punty 
of Truth, in which they may feel His blessing upon them 
in their labours. The thought of such being entangW 
with customs, contrary to pure wisdom, conveyed to 
them through our hands, often very tenderly and mo^* 
ingly afiects my heart ; and when I look towards ana 
tbink on the succeeding generation, fervent desires are 
raised in me, thaj by yielding to that holy Spirit wh»^* 
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leads into all Truth, we may not do the work of tl^ 
Lord deceitfully, may not liile contrary to the purity, of 
the Divine light we profess ; but that as faithful labourers 
in our age, we may be instrumental in removing stum- 
bling-blocks out of the way of those who may succeed us. 

So great was the love of Christ, that he gave himself 
for the church, that he might sanctify and cleanse it, that 
it should be holy, and without blemish, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. Where any take the 
name of Christ upon them,, professing to be members of 
his church, and to be led by his holy Spirit, and yet 
manifestly deviate from the purity of Truth, they herein 
act s^nst the gracious design of his giving himself for 
f, them, and minister cause for the continuance of his 
afflictions in his body, the church. 

Christ suffered afflictions in a body of flesh prepared 
l^ the Father, but the a£9ictions of his mystical body are 
yet unfinished ; for they who are baptized into Christ are 
baptized into his death, and as we humbly abide ^lnder 
his sanctifying power, and are brought forth into new^ 
ness of life, we feel Christ to live in us, who, being l^e 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever, and always at unity 
with himself, his Spirit in the hearts <d his people leacb 
to an inward exercise for the salvation of mankind. 
When under a travail of spirit, we behold a visited peo- 
ple entangled by the spirit of this worid widi its wicked- 
ness and customs, and d^ereby rendered incapable of 
being faithful examples to others, sorrow and heaviness 
under a sense of these things, are often experienced, and 
thus in some measure is filled up that which remains of 
the afflictions of Christ. 

Chir blessed Saviour speaking concerning gifts offered 

in Divine service, says, << If thou bring thy gift to the 
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aHiTy aadidieie rencmhtarest that thy brother hath aii|^ 
agnnat thee^ leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way, £u»t be reooncUed to thy brother, a&d tfaea 
ooaie and o&r thy gift." Now there is ao true unitj, 
but in that wherein the Father and the Son are oaited, 
nor can there be « perfect reconciliation bat in ceasing 
fifom that which miniaters cause for the continoadon of. 
the afflictiooa of Qinst ; and if any professing to bring 
th^ gift to the akar, do remember the customary coih 
tradiction which some of their fruits bear to the pme, 
spiritual worship, here it appears necessary to lay t& 
heart this command, « leave thy gift by the altar." 

Christ graciously calk his people br^ren ; << whoso^ 
aver shall do the will of God the same is my brother.'' 
If we walk contrary to the Truth as it is in Jesus wide 
we continue to proftss it, we offend against Christ, and 
if under this offisnoe we briag our gift to the altar, our 
Redeemer doih not direct us to take back our ^ b< 
doth not discouiage our proceeding ia.a good woile; 
but graciously points out the neeessary m^ns by whiok 
ibe gift may be rendered acceptable $ << leave," saithhe, 
« thy gift by the altar, first go and be r^oonciled to/d^ 
brother," cease from that which grieves the bolySpait) 
cease from that which is against the Truth.as itis io 
Jesus, and then come and oi^ thy gift. 

I feel, while I am writing, a tenderness to> those who 
thrott^^ Divine Jhvour, mee preserved in a lively se*^ 
of die state of the ofaundies, and at times may be and^ 
diacouragements with regard to proeeeding in that pu» 
way whMb Ourist by his holy Spirit leadb into. Tk 
d^th ci disorder and weakness, wUch so much prevail^ 
being opened, doubtings are apt to arise as to the^p^^' 
biKty of proceedbi^ as aa assemUjy of dae Lor^s p^P^ 
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in the pure counsel of Truth ; and facie I feel a ecmoaa 
to express in npri^lrtness, diat which faadi been opened 
iBL my mind, under Ae power of the cross of Chnst, k^ 
leting to a visible gathered i^urch, the members ^Aumml 
are guided by the holy Spirit. 

l^ie church is called the body of Christ, CoL i, 25.--« 
Christ is called the head of die church, Eph. i, 22. The 
<^uroh is called the pillar and ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 
Hi, 15. Thus the church hath a name that is sacred, 
and the necessity of keeping this nune holy, appears 
evident ; for where a number of people unite in a profe** 
sion of being led by the Spirit of Christ, and puUidi 
dieir principles to the world, the acts and proceedings 
of that people may in some measuse be considered as 
those of which Christ is the author. 

While vre stand in this station, if the pure light of 
life is not foltowed and regarded in our proceedings, we 
are in the way of profaning the holy name, and of going 
back toward that wilderness of sufifermgs and persecu- 
tion, out of which, through the tender mercies of God, 
a church hath been gathered. « Christ liveth in sanctified 
vessels," and where they behold his holy name prcrfaned, 
and the pure Gospel light eclipsed through the uniaith- 
fidness of any who by their station appear to be standard 
bearers under the Prince of peace, the living members 
in the body of Christ, beholding these things, do in some 
degree esfperience the fellowship of his sufferings, and as 
flie wisdom of the worid more and more tak^ place in 
conducting the affairs of this vis8>le gathered churchy and 
the pure leadings of the holy Spirit are less waited for 
and followed, so tiiie true mitEssing se^d is .more and 
more oppressed. 

My mind is often affeotediwitfa a aease of the condi* 



of emccfe*h««rlbd people in some Idi^oins, y0hem 
liberty of coMciesce is not allowed, many of whom bei^ 
boidmied in tlieir umdB with the pierailing superstiliofi, 
JMKd wilh oi^iresnoBs, are often under sorrow ; and 
where such have attended to that pure li^t which has 
in seme degree opened their und^standings, and for 
their iaidiAdness thereto, have been brought to examina^ 
tion and trial, how hea?y have been the persecutioiM 
which in divers parts of the world have been exereised 
apon them > How m^hly, as to the outward, is ihat 
power by which they have been borne down and op* 
piessed? 

How deeply affecting is the €<mdition of many upri^- 
hearted people who are taken into the papal inquisitioii? 
What lamentable cruelties, in deep vaults, in a privnle 
way, are exercised on many of them ? and how lingering 
is that deatib by a small slow fire, which those have &e^ 
quently endured who have been faithfol to the end ? 

How many tender-spirited Protestants have been sen- 
t^iced to spend the reminder of their lives in a galley 
chained to oars, under hard-ihearted masters, while tlieir 
young children are placed out for education, and taug^ 
principles so contrary to the «onsciences of the parents^ 
that by dissenting from them, they have hazarded their 
liberty, their lives, and all that was dear to than of the 
ihkigs of this world ? 

There have been in time past seveie persecutions under 
the English government, and many sincere^heaited peor 
pie have suffered death for the testimony of a good eon* 
aeienoe, whese fidthfulness in their day has n»nistered 
enoouragement to odiars, and been a blessing to many 
who have succeeded them. Thus from age to age, tfa^ 
darimcss being more and more removed, a cbannd at 



leagtb, through the leader sieccies ot Ged, has beta 
opened for the exercise of the pure gift of 4he Gospel 
piinistry, without iaterruptioii from outward power, a 
work, the like of which is rare, and uakoowa iu many 
parts of the world. 

As these thii^ are often fresh in my mind, and this 
great work of God going on in the earth has been opened 
befofie me, that liberty of conscience with wUch we are 
&Tou]^) has appeared not to b& a light matter. 

A trust ia committed to us, a giseat aad weighty trus^ 
to which our diluent atlentioa is neoessary. Wherertr 
the active members of this visible gathered church use 
themselves to that which is contnury to the purity of our 
princqilesy it appears to be a breach of this trust, and 
one step back toward the wilderness ; one step towards 
undoing what God in infinite love hath d«Qie through 
his £uthful servants in a work of several ages, and is 
like laying the foundation for future sufferings. 

I feel a living invitation in my mind to those who are 
active in our religious Society, Utat we may lay to heart 
this matter, and consider the station in which we stand ; 
a place of outward liberty under the free exercise of our 
consciences towards God, «ot obtained but through the 
great and manifold afflictions of those who lived before 
us. There is gratitude due from us to our heavenly 
Father, and justice to our posterity. Can our hearts en^ 
dttjse^ or our hands be strong, if we desert a cause so 
precious, if we turn aade fbom a work in which so many 
have patiently laboured ? 

May the dieep sufferings of our Saviour be so deav ta 
tts, that we may never trample under fioot the adeidblt 
Son of God, or count the blood of the coireMant unhofyl 

May the &ithfulnflsa of the martym when the prospect 
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oC deidi by fire wbs before them, be remembered ( Mi^^ 
tke patieBl coDstent safleriDgs of the uprigfat4iesrted 
•erraoto of God in btler ages be revired in our minds! 
May we so follow on to know the Lord, that neither die 
foithful in this age, nor those in ages to come, may be 
brought under soffisiing, through our slidmg back from 
the work of refonnMion in the worid ! 

While the aetire members in the visible gatibered 
church stand upright, and the aflairs diereof are carried 
Ott under the ksudings of the holy Spirit, although disor- 
ders may arise among us, and cause many exercises to 
those wfap feel the care of the churches upon them ; yet 
while these continue under the wei^t of the work, and 
Idwur in the meekness of wisdom for the help of others, 
the name of Christ in the visible gathered church may 
be kept saored«. But whfle they who are active in the 
affitirs of the church, continue in a manifest opposition 
to the purity of our principles, this as the prophet Isaiah 
eiq>res8eth it, is like << as when a standard bearer faint- 
eth.^' Thus the way opens to great and prevailing de* 
gieneracy, and to sufferii^ for ikc^e who, through the 
power of Divine love, are separated to the Gospel of 
Christ, and cannot unite with any thing which stands in 
opposition to the purity of it. 

The necessity of an inward stillness, hath under these 
exercises appeared clear to my mind. In true silence 
strength is renewed, the mind herein is weaned from «dl 
tUngs^ but as they may be enjoyed in the Divine will, 
and a lowliness in out^t'ard living, opposite to worldly 
honour, becomes truly acceptable to us. In ihe desire 
after outward gain, tl^ mind is prevented from a perfect 
attartion to the voice ci Christ; but being weaned 
from aU thinp, but as diey mi^ be enjoyed in the Divine 



wiUy tLe puie light shines into the aoiil. Where the 
fruits of that spirit which is of this worlds are brought 
forth by many who profess to be led by the Spirit of 
Truth, and cloudiness is felt to be gathering over- the 
idsible church, the sincere in heart who abide in true 
stillness, and are exercised therein, before the Lord for 
his name sake, have a knowledge of Christ in the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, and inward thankfulness is felt 
a| times, that through Divine love our own wisdom is cast 
out, and that forward active part in us subjected, which 
would rise and do something in. the visible church, 
without the pure leadings of the Spirit of Christ. 

While aught remains in us different from a perfect re* 
signaition of our wills, it is like a seal to a book wherein 
is written <:< that good and acceptable, and perfect will of 
Grod concerning us ;" but when our minds entvely yield 
to Christ, that silence is known, which foUoweth the 
opening of the last of the seals. Rev. viii, 1. In this 
silence we learn to abide in the Divine will, and there 
feel that we have no cause to promote but that only in 
which the light of life directs us in our proceedings, and 
diat the alone way to be useful in the church of Christ, is 
to abide faithfully under the leadings of his holy Spirit in 
all cases, that being preserved thereby in purity of heart 
and holiness of conversation, a testimony to the purity 
of his government may be held forth through us to 
odiens. 

As my mind hath been thus exercised, I have seen that 
to be active and busy in the visible gathered church, 
without the leadings of the holy Spirit is not only un-* 
profitable, but tends to increase dimness, and where wvf 
is not opened to proceed in4he light of Trutli, a stop is 
felt by those who humbly attend to the Divine Leader, a 



itop whudi iR rahtioD to good order in the church, is of 
the greatest consequence to be obsenred* Robert Bso^ 
eby in his treatise on discipline) holds forth, pages 65, 
S8^.84y «< That the judgment or conclusion of the church 
or congregation, is no further effectual as to the true end 
and design thereof^ but as such judgment or conclusion 
proceeds from the Spirit of God operating on their minds 
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus." 

In this stop I have learned the necessity of waiting oji 
the Lord in humility, that the works of all may be broug^ 
to iig^ and those to judgment which are wrought in 
the wisdom of this world, and have also seen, that in a 
nind tborouj^y subjected to the power of the cross, 
tfaive is a savour of life to be felt, which evidently tends 
to gather souls to God, while the greatest wprks in the 
visible church, brought forth in man's wisdom, remain to 
be uiq>rofitBble. 

Where people are divinely gathered into a holy fel* 
lowahip, and faith&lly abide under the influence of that 
Spirit which leads into all truth, << they are the l^bt of the 
world." Holding this profession, to me appears weighty, 
even beyond what I can fully express, and what our 
blessed Lord seemed to have in view, when he proposed 
the necessity of counting the cost, before we beg^ to 
build. 

I trust there are many who at times, under Divine 
visitation, feel an inward inquiry after God, and when 
sudi in the simplicity of their hearts mark the lives of a 
people who profess to walk by the leadings of his Spirit, 
of what great concernment is it that our lights Aane 
clear, that nothing in our conduct cany a contradiction 
to the Truifa as it is in Jesus, or be a nieans of pro&ning 
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his holy name, and be a stumbling-bloek in ike way of 

sincere inquirers. 

When such seekers, wearied with empty forms, look 
towards uniting widi us as a people, and bdiold active 
members among us depart in thek customary way of liv« 
ing from that purity of life, which under hund>ling exer* 
cises has been opened before them as the way of tht 
Lord's people, how mournful and discouraging is the 
prospect! and how strongly dodi such unfaithfulness 
operate against the spreading of the peaceable, harmoni- 
ous principles and testimony of truth amongst mankind ? 

In entering into that life which is hid with Christ in 
Cted, we behold his peaceable government, where the 
whole family are goremed by the same spirit, and Ae 
<« doing to others as we would they should do unto us,'* 
groweth up as good fruit from a good tree : the peace, 
quietness, and harmonious walking in this goyernment is 
beheld with humble reverence to Him who is the author 
of it, and in partaking of the Spirit of Christ, we partake 
of that which labours and suffers for the increase of this 
peaceable government among the inhabitants of the 
world. I have felt a labour of long continuance that we 
who profess this peaceable printiple, may be faithful 
standard-bearers under the Prince of peace, and that 
nothing of a defiling nature, tending to discord and wars, 
may remain among us. 

May each of us query with ourselves, have the trea- 
sures I possess, been gathered in tliat wisdom which m 
fr^m above, so far as has appeared to me ? 

Have none of my fellow-creatures an equitable right 
to any part of what is called mine ? 

Have the ^fts and possessions received l^ me from 
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^Hhwa^ betti coaTeytd ia a way free from all umigiiteoiis* 
ness 6o far as I have seen? 

The luiacqile of peace in which our trust is only on 
the Lord, and our minds weaned from a dependance ou 
the strength of armiesi has appeared to me veiy precious; 
and I often feel strong des^*es, that we who profess this 
principle, may so walk, as to give no just caiuse for any 
of our fellow-oreatares to be o&nded at us ; and that our 
lives may evidently manifest, that we are redeemed from 
that spirit in whieh wars are. Our blessed Saviour ia 
pointing out the danger of so leaning on Jnan, as to 
n^ect the leadii^ of his holy Spirit, said, ^^ Call no 
man your father upon the earth ; for one is your father 
which is in heaven«" Where the wisdom from above is 
feithfiiUy followed, and thereui we are entrusted with 
substance, it is a treasure committed to our care, in the 
nature of an inharitance from Him who formed and sup- 
ports the world. In this condition the true enjoyment of 
the good things of this life is understood, and that bless- 
ing felt, in which is real safety ; this is what I apprehend 
our blessed Lord had in view, when he pronounced, 
« Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.' 

Selfish worldly-miniled men may hold lands in the 
selfish spirit, and dependmg on the slarength of outward 
power, may be perplexed, with secret uneasiness, lest the 
injured should at sometime overpower them, and that 
measure be meted to them, which they measure to others* 
Thus selfish men may possess the earth ; but it is the 
meek who inherit it, and enjoy it as an inheritance from 
their heavenly Father, free from all the defilements and 
perplexities of unrighteousnessi. : 

Where proiseedings have been in that wisdom which is 
from beneath, and ineqiytable gain gathered by a xnaDt 
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tfad luft as a gift to bis- ciiitdren, who being entangled by 
the same worldly spirit, have not attained to that clear* 
Bess of light in which the- channds of righteousness are 
opened^ and^ justice done to those who remain silent 
mitdtf injuries ; here I have seen under .humblb^ exer* 
else of mind, that the sins of the fathers are embraced by 
the 'Children j aUd become their sins, and thus in the days 
of tribulation, the iniquities of the fathers are visited upon 
these children, who take hold of the unrighteousness of 
tl^ir others, and live in that spirit in which those iniqui- 
ties were committed. To this agreeth the prophecy of 
Moses, concerning a rebellious people, « They that are 
left of you shall pine away in their iniquities in your 
enemy's land, and in the iniquities of their fathers shall 
they pine away." Our blessed Lord in beholding the 
hardness of heart in that generation, and feeling in him- 
self, that they lived in the same spirit in which the pro* 
phets had been persecuted unto death, signified << that 
the blood of all the prophets which was shed ft'om the 
foundation of the world, should be required of that gene* 
ration, from the blood of Abel, unto the blood of Zacha- 
rias, which perished between the altar and the temple.'* 

Tender compassion fills my heart toward my feUdw- 
creatures estranged from the harmonious government of 
the Prince of peace, and a labour attends me, that they 
may be gathered to this peaceable habitation. 

In being inwardly prepared to sufier adversity for 
Christ's sake, and weaned from a dependance on the 
arm of flesh, we feel that there is a rest for the people of 
God, and that it stands in a perfect resignation of our- 
selves to his holy will. In this condition all our wants 
and desires are bounded by pure wisdom, and our minds 
are wholly attentive to the counsel of Christ inwardly 
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communicated. This has appeared to me a habitation 
of safety for the Lord's people, in times of outward com- 
motion and trouble, and desires finom the fountain of pure 
love are opened in me, to invite my brethren and fellow- 
creatures to feel for^ and sedc after that which gathers 
the mind into it 

JOBW WOOIHAN. 

Moimt HoUy, New Jersey, 
Fourth month, 1772. 
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